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Dear students,
We have made few changes in this month's current affairs compilation.
As we all know a building and a strong foundation both are of use only when both are strongly held
together. Same is the case with Current affairs. You have to be strong in Current affairs and equally
strong in static part as well.
This is why we have come up with the idea of interlinking current and static parts in this month's
magazine. Based on the feedback, we will tweak things in future as well.
Now you will slowly adapt to linking static with current and with time this will help you develop a
thought process of your own. Now onwards, studying Current affairs will not be a separate part but
it will help you revise your different subjects along side.
We not only strive to give you test series and current affairs magazine but we strive to bring out the
best in you.
So go for the best as even sky is not the limit.
All feedbacks are most welcomed.
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National & Polity
NEWS
A joint team of Nagarik Suraksha Mancha, mostly representing Bengali
people displaced from erstwhile East Pakistan post-partition in 1947,
and the Mizo Convention have submitted a memorandum to Tripura
Chief Minister protesting the proposed settlement of the displaced Brus
in Kanchanpur Sub-Division of North Tripura district.
Important points for Prelims




The centre, in January 2020, signed a historic pact for permanent solution
of Bru refugees’ issue.
The agreement was between Union Government, Governments of Tripura
and Mizoram and Bru-Reang representatives to end the 23-year old BruReang refugee crisis.
Opponents, now, do not want the Brus to settle in Kanchanpur SubDivision of North Tripura district. The two organisations, however, clarified
that they have no objection to the settlement of Brus in 22 other subdivisions of Tripura
Background:










More than 30,000 Bru tribes who fled Mizoram, are residing in Tripura’s
refugee camps.
The Brus, also referred to as the Reangs, are spread across the
northeastern states of Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram.
In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group. In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups that do not
consider them indigenous to the state.
The issue:
A bout of ethnic violence forced thousands of people from the Bru tribe to
leave their homes in Mizoram.
The displaced Bru people from Mizoram have been living in various camps
in Tripura since 1997. In 1997, the murder of a Mizo forest guard at the
Dampa Tiger Reserve in Mizoram’s Mamit district allegedly by Bru
militants led to a violent backlash against the community, forcing several
thousand people to flee to neighbouring Tripura.
The Bru militancy was a reactionary movement against Mizo nationalist
groups who had demanded in the mid-1990s that the Brus be left out of
the state’s electoral rolls, contending that the tribe was not indigenous to
Mizoram.

Implications to static GS topics


Major Tribes of North East India.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Vice President of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha Shri M. Venkaiah
Naidu recently held a meeting with Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla and
discussed the issue of feasibility of various Committees of
Parliament holding their meetings at the earliest in the prevailing
situation and in the context of restrictions on travel across the country.
They also discussed pros and cons of Parliamentary Committees holding
meetings by video conferencing.
Important points for Prelims


What are the types of committees?

 ‘Standing’ committees: Their existence is uninterrupted and usually
reconstituted on an annual basis. Some standing
committees are departmentally related.
 ‘Select’ committees formed for a specific purpose, for instance, to
deliberate on a particular bill. Once the Bill is disposed of, that select
committee ceases to exist.
 Finance committees are considered to be particularly powerful. The three
financial committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the Estimates
Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings.
 Powers:
 Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on
privileges of Parliament members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s
authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of
business).
 Significance:
 Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic
information on matters related to governance. Bills that are referred to
committees are returned to the House with significant value addition.
However, Parliament is not bound by the recommendations of
committees.


Why have parliamentary committees?

 Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Committees are
an instrument of Parliament for its own effective functioning.
 The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the
proportional strength of individual parties and interests and expertise of
individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensive and betterinformed discussions.
 Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require
the assistance of experts in dealing with such situations. It is through
committees that such expertise is drawn into lawmaking.
 Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in
Parliament also, which are answered by ministers. However, department
standing committees go one step further and hear from senior officials of
the government in a closed setting, allowing for more detailed discussions.
Target PCS Lucknow
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 This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the
executive processes closely.


How can these committees be made more effective?

 Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research
support available. The knowledge gap is partially bridged by expert
testimony from government and other stakeholders. Their work could be
made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific
research staff.
 Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to
a parliamentary committee for scrutiny. While this allows the government
greater flexibility and the ability to speed up legislative business, it comes
at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-making
body. Mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would
ensure better planning of legislative business.
Implications to static GS topics






Difference between Parliamentary vs Cabinet committees.
Standing vs select vs finance committees.
Who appoints chairperson and members of these committees?
Committees exclusive to only Lok Sabha.
Committees where Speaker is the chairperson.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Centre clarified that all service matters of the employees of the
Central government and the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh will be heard by the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
Bench of Jammu and Kashmir instead of Chandigarh Bench.
Important points for Prelims







The Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) had been established under
Article 323 - A of the Constitution.
It was formed to adjudicate disputes and complaints with respect to
recruitment and conditions of service of persons appointed to public
services and posts in connection with the affairs of the Union or other
authorities under the control of the Government.
There are 17 Benches and 21 Circuit Benches in the Central
Administrative Tribunal all over India. In addition, the Central
Administrative Tribunal, Principal Bench is dealing with the matters of
Govt. of National Capital Territory of Delhi.
Under Section 17 of the Administrative Tribunal Act, 1985, the Tribunal
has been conferred with the power to exercise the same jurisdiction and
authority in respect of contempt of itself as a High Court.
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The Tribunal is guided by the principles of natural justice in deciding cases
and is not bound by the procedure, prescribed by the Civil Procedure
Code.
Salaries and Allowances and Conditions of Service of the officers and other
employees of the Tribunal are specified by the Central Government.

Implications to static GS topics






Section 365 and 15 A
Historical events of J&K
Civil Procedure Code
Important mountain ranges and passes in J&K.
Roads and tunnels connecting Jammu and Srinagar.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Jammu and Kashmir High Court asked the Centre and the Union
Territory (UT) administration of J&K to take a final call on the
continuation of the ‘Darbar Move.’
Important points for Prelims










Darbar move is the name for the bi-annual shift of the secretariat and all
other government offices in J&K from Srinagar (state’s summer capital) to
Jammu (state’s winter capital).
When is it done? The secretariat is located in Srinagar from May to
October and in Jammu from November to April. Along with the secretariat,
the J&K High Court also moves.
Who started the Darbar Move? The practice was startedby Dogra King
Maharaja Ranbir Singh in 1872 to escape extreme weather conditions in
these places. It was a compulsion in the past because of poor means of
transportation and communication.
Debate:
Arguments against Darbar move: The Practice is inconvenient and a waste
of time and money. Every year, over 7,000 employees along with
thousands of files of the civil secretariat are ferried between Jammu and
Srinagar in buses and trucks on the 300-km-long route .The move costs
the State over Rs. 40 crore.
Arguments in favour of it:
Abolishing the “Darbar Move” may increase the feeling of alienation
between Jammu (which is predominantly Hindu) and Kashmir (which is
predominantly Muslim).

The High Court Observations


The High Court observed that if this practice was rationalised, the amount
of money, resources and time which could be saved, could be utilised
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towards the welfare and development of the Union Territory, which has
otherwise witnessed much turmoil.
It could be utilised for protection and propagation of culture and heritage
of the communities. It could also be used for facilitating expenditure on
the COVID-19 related issues.
The court also remarked that given the modern weather control
mechanisms, the consideration of extremities of weather, which was the
case, reason and basis for the Darbar Move, does not hold weight today.
J&K is not the only exception to have two capital cities. Recently, Andhra
Pradesh has proposed three capital cities.

Implications to static GS topics





Important mountain ranges and passes in J&K.
Roads and tunnels connecting Jammu and Srinagar.
How historically Jammu has been administered?
Why was it given special provisions in the constitution?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The task force on National Infrastructure Pipeline has recommended
setting up a National Land Management Corporation, which would help
in monetising state-owned surplus land assets in a systematic way.
Important points for Prelims
Recommendations:







Such a corporation should be set up under Companies Act to function as
the facilitator for land monetisation and an asset manager for lands owned
by government of India and Central Public Sector Enterprises.
A chief executive officer (CEO) and a technical team should be hired at
market-linked compensation to carry out land monetisation.
Apart from a CEO and technical team, the Corporation should have
representation from the Finance Ministry, Department of Public
Enterprises, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs as well as independent
directors from finance and real estate industry.
The Corporation can raise capital from the equity market, based on the
value of its leased assets.
The panel recommended the Corporation consider development or codevelopment of land belonging to defence or railways as well. It can also
take up co-development of private land parcels adjoining government
lands to maximise revenue.

Implications to static GS topics



Major schemes of Finance Ministry, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Company Act
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Rashtriya Chemicals Fertilizers Ltd, (RCF) registered an increase of
35.47 % in sale of its NPK fertilizers SUPHALA in the month of April,
2020 as compared to April , 2019.
Important points for Prelims




Rashtriya Chemicals Fertilizers Ltd. (RCF) is a "Mini Ratna" PSU under the
administrative control of Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Government
of India.
It manufactures Urea, Complex Fertilizers, Bio-fertilizers, Micro-nutrients,
water soluble fertilizers, soil conditioners and a wide range of Industrial
Chemicals.
The company is a household name in rural India with brands “Ujjwala”
(Urea) and “Suphala” (Complex Fertilizers) which carry high brand
equity.

Implications to static GS topics






Major fertilizers used in Indian agricultures.
Biofertilizers and chemical fertilizers
Pros and cons of using chemical fertilizers
Major crop diseases
About Rashtriya Chemicals Fertilizers Ltd.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Following the novel coronavirus pandemic, the nationwide
lockdown announced on March 24 at short notice has caused immense
distress to migrant workers around the country.
Important points for Prelims
 Those working in the field of labour welfare have recalled the Inter-State
Migrant Workmen Act, 1979 to regulate the employment and working
conditions of inter-State migrants, but feel that the lack of serious
implementation has led to their rights being ignored.
 Key provisions of the Act:




The Act seeks to regulate the employment of inter-State migrants and
their conditions of service.
It envisages a system of registration of such establishments.
The principal employer is prohibited from employing inter-State workmen
without a certificate of registration from the relevant authority.
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The law also lays down that every contractor who recruits workmen from
one State for deployment in another State should obtain a licence to do
so.
Contractors are bound by certain conditions. These include committing
them to providing terms and conditions of the agreement or any other
arrangement on the basis of which they recruit workers.
Applicability of the law:
It is applicable to every establishment that employs five or more migrant
workmen from other States; or if it had employed five or more such
workmen on any day in the preceding 12 months.
It is also applicable to contractors who employed a similar number of
inter-State workmen.
The Act would apply regardless of whether the five or more workmen were
in addition to others employed in the establishment or by the contractors.
Beneficial provisions for inter-State migrants:
Registration of establishments employing inter-State workers creates a
system of accountability and acts as the first layer of formalising the
utilisation of their labour.
It helps the government keep track of the number of workers employed
and provides a legal basis for regulating their conditions of service.
The wage rates, holidays, hours of work and other conditions of service of
an inter-State migrant workman shall be the same as those extended to
other workmen in the same establishment, if the nature of their work is
similar.
Attempts to reform:
As part of the present regime’s efforts towards consolidating and
reforming labour law, a Bill has been introduced in Parliament called the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2019. The
proposed code seeks to merge 13 labour laws into a single piece of
legislation. The Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979, is one of them.

Implications to static GS topics





Provisions regarding migrant labourers in the Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code, 2019, how are they defined?
Difference between contract and permanent workers?
Key provisions of the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979.
What are the Certificates of Registration defines in the 1979 Act?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The National Green Tribunal‘s order in the Visakhapatnam gas tragedy
found LG Polymers prima facie liable under the 19th century English
law, Principle of “strict liability”, which was made redundant in India by
the Supreme Court in 1986.
But some some lawyers are of the opinion that the term absolute
liability principle should have been used instead.
Target PCS Lucknow
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Important points for Prelims






Strict liability principle
Evolved in the year 1868 in the case of Rylands v. Fletcher. It has become
obsolete now with the evolution of “absolute liability” principle.
As per this principle, any person who indulges in “non-natural” use of land
and who keeps “hazardous substances” on his premises will be held
“strictly liable” if such substances “escapes” the premises and causes any
“damage”.
However, this principle allows for exception from liability if such damage
has been caused by






the Plaintiff’s own fault;
an Act of God;
act of a Third Party; or
if the hazardous activity was being carried out with the consent of the
Plaintiff (violenti non fit injuria).




Absolute Liability Principle
The Supreme Court, while deciding the Oleum gas leak case of Delhi in
1986, found strict liability woefully inadequate to protect citizens’ rights in
an industrialised economy like India and replaced it with the ‘absolute
liability principle’.
Under the absolute liability principle, the apex court held that a company
in a hazardous industry cannot claim any exemption.













It has to mandatorily pay compensation, whether or not the disaster was
caused by its negligence. The court said a hazardous enterprise has an
“absolute non-delegable duty to the community”.
The principle of absolute liability is part of Article 21 (right to life).
Difference between Absolute & Strict Liability:
Payment of compensation: Under strict liability, compensation is payable
as per the nature and quantum of damages caused but in cases of
absolute liability, damages to be paid are exemplary in nature, and
depend upon the magnitude and financial capability of the enterprise.
The element of “escape” is not an essential under the doctrine of Absolute
Liability. This means that even if any hazardous substance does not leak
from the premises of the industry but causes harm to the workers inside,
the enterprise may be held absolutely liable.
Absolute Liability can be upheld by the courts even in those cases where a
single death is reported and there is no mass destruction of property or
pollution of the environment.
Relevance of this in Vizag Gas Leak case:
The use of words “strict liability” under the NGT order opens up a
convenient window for the company, LG polymers, to escape liability on
showing that there was no negligence on their part.

Implications to static GS topics


Exceptions under strict liability principle.
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Key differences between absolute and strict liability principles.
Can courts interfere in such matters
NGT- composition and functions
What is Article 21 of the Indian Constitution

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The gas leak at LG Polymers India Private Ltd in Visakhapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh has brought back the focus on the Public Liability
Insurance.
Important points for Prelims


Over and above the compensation that may be awarded by the Courts,
the victims are also entitled to compensation under the company’s Public
Liability Insurance, available in terms of the Public Liability Insurance Act,
1991.

Public liability




Public liability insurance policy covers a policyholder from claims from
third parties for death or injury or property damage caused by hazardous
substances handled in a factory.
About the Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991:
The Act came into being in the aftermath of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy.

This law requires all enterprises that own or have control over handling of
any hazardous substance, to subscribe to a “public liability insurance
policy cover” whereby they are insured against the claims from third
parties for death or injury or property damage caused by hazardous
substances handled in their enterprise.
 The compensation payable under this Act is also irrespective of the
company’s neglect. The victims who are exposed to hazardous substance
used by an industry may file a claim with the Collector within 5 years of
the accident.
 On receipt of an application, the Collector, after giving notice to the owner
and after giving the parties an opportunity of being heard, will hold an
inquiry into the claim and may make an award determining the amount of
relief which appears to him to be just.






Criticisms:
The amounts under this Act, as specified in the Schedule, were stipulated
nearly two decades ago.
Resultantly, the compensation under the Act is very meager and the
families of victims’ who have died due to the gas leak or have suffered
permanently disability, are entitled only to a maximum compensation of
Rs 25,000, in addition to a maximum of Rs. 12,500, as reimbursement for
medical expenses.
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Implications to static GS topics





Compensation and fines under the Act.
Who is covered?
Procedure for granting compensation.
What is Styrene?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
In the wake of the gas leak at a factory in Visakhapatnam, the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has issued detailed guidelines
for restarting industries after the lockdown and the precautions to be
taken for the safety of the plants as well as the workers.
Important Points for Prelims













Parent body: Ministry of Home Affairs.
Primary Objective: To coordinate response to natural or man-made
disasters and for capacity-building in disaster resiliency and crisis
response.
Origin: NDMA was established through the Disaster Management Act
enacted in 2005.
HQ: Delhi.
Organisation setup: The Prime Minister is the ex-officio chairperson of
the NDMA, who chairs a 9-member board. The day-to-day management of
the agency is overseen by the office of the Vice Chair.
Functions:
It is responsible for framing policies, laying down guidelines and bestpractices and coordinating with the State Disaster Management
Authorities (SDMAs) to ensure a holistic and distributed approach to
disaster management.
It collaborates with the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police
Academy to impart training to administration and police officers in
planning and incident response.
It monitors and develops guidelines for the local Firefighting Services
across the country.
It collaborates with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in
developing emergency health and ambulance services.

Implications to static GS topics





Compensation and fines under the Act.
Who is covered?
Procedure for granting compensation.
What is Styrene?
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Union Home Ministry has decided that all the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) canteens will now sell only indigenous products. This will
be applicable to all CAPF canteens across the country from 1st June
2020. With this decision, 50 lakh family members of about 10 lakh CAPF
personnel will use indigenous products.
Important Points for Prelims



Article 355 of the Constitution of India assigns the Central Government
the responsibility of protecting every part of India from external
aggression and internal disturbances.
Under items 1 to 2A of List I (Union List) of the Seventh Schedule to the
Constitution, the deployment of naval, military & air forces; and any other
armed forces of Union are vested in the Central Government.

Implications to static GS topics




To fulfil its constitutional responsibilities, the Central Government has
raised seven Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs). These are
Four Border Guarding Forces (BFGs): Assam Rifles (AR), Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB), Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) and Border Security Force
(BSF).
Three Non-Border Guarding CAPFs used for internal security: Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF), Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and
National Security Guard (NSG).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
The government has cleared the construction of a Rs.658 crore two-lane
tunnel road in the Anakkampoyil-Kalladi-Meppadi corridor that would
run parallel to the landslip-prone Thamarassery pass that links
Kozhikode to Wayanad.
Important Points for Prelims





The proposed tunnel road would be shorter only to the two tunnels in
Jammu & Kashmir. The Chenani-Nashri tunnel road on National Highway
44 is 9.2 km long, while the Banihal-Qazigund tunnel in the Pir Panjal
range is 8.5 km long.
Kerala's longest road tunnel is at Kuthiran between Thrissur and Palakkad
at 962 metres.
The Konkan Railway Corporation will execute the project on a turnkey
basis.
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Implications to static GS topics




Important rail tunnels in India
Important rail routes of India and world
Oldest railways of the world

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
President Ram Nath Kovind has decided to forgo 30% of his salary for
the whole year apart from directing officials to adopt other austerity
measures in the wake of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Important Points for Prelims








Constitutional Provisions:
Article 59 (2): The President shall not hold any other office of profit.
Article 59 (3): The President shall be entitled without payment of rent to
the use of his official residences. He/she shall also be entitled to such
emoluments, allowances and privileges as may be determined by
Parliament by law and, until provision in that behalf is so made, such
emoluments, allowances and privileges as are specified in the Second
Schedule.
Article 59 (4): The emoluments and allowances of the President shall not
be diminished during his term of office.
The Union Budget 2018 announced a sharp increase in the salaries of the
President, Vice-President and the Governors in India.
The President’s salary increased to ₹5 lakhs per month from ₹1.5 lakhs.
The Vice-President’s salary rose to ₹4 lakhs from ₹1.10 lakhs. The state
governors saw their salaries increase to ₹3.5 lakhs.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Chief of the Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat said that efforts are on to
make the Short Service Commission (SSC) more attractive so as to
reduce the mounting pension burden of the Army.
Important points for Prelims




Short Service commission (SSC) in Indian Army is the tenure of officers.
Currently, the SSC is for 10 years, which can be extended by up to four
years. At the end of 14 years, there is an option for permanent
commission (PC).
The training academy for SSC Short Service commission officers is
Officers Training Academy (OTA), Chennai.
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Implications to static GS topics




A one-year training course will be given to SSC officers while exiting after
14 years. The courses can be professional or technical courses such as
MBA or M.Tech. to give the skills for a second employment as a civilian.
About 25%-30% of the SSC officers would be granted Permanent
Commission (PC) so that they are kept motivated and they compete to get
PC. The rest can leave.
Other incentives include a lumpsum amount and medical facilities under
the Ex-servicemen Contributory Health Scheme.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Indian Army is planning to convert its famous 61st Cavalry, the only
active serving horse cavalry regiment in the world, into a regular
armoured regiment with tanks.
Important points for Prelims






The 61st Cavalry was raised in 1953 after amalgamating the horsemounted cavalry units of the erstwhile princely states of British India.
The Teen Murti Memorial in New Delhi was constructed during the British
Raj to commemorate the heroic role played by the Hyderabad, Jodhpur
and Mysore Lancers during the legendary Battle of Haifa (now in modernday Israel) in 1918 during World War I.
The Indian Army celebrates “Haifa Day” on September 23 every year as
part of its overall tradition to honour the valour of its regiments.
At present, the ceremonial President’s Bodyguard (PBG) based at
Rashtrapati Bhavan and the 61st Cavalry are the only horse-mounted
units in the Army.

Implications to static GS topics




The aim is to transform the Jaipur-based 61st Cavalry into “a combat
force” from its present role of being “largely a ceremonial unit” that
also engages in sporting activities like polo.
The commanding officer (CO) of 61st Calvary, which is likely to be
rechristened the 61st Armoured Regiment at Jaipur, will have three
“independent squadrons” of tanks under him.
It has sparked outrage among purists in military circles, who assert the
“short-sighted step will destroy a glorious historical tradition”.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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The Indian Army is considering a proposal that entails allowing common
citizens to voluntarily join the force for three years as part of a model
called “Tour of Duty”.
Important points for Prelims













The proposed model of Tour of Duty (ToD) has been proposed to be
implemented on a trial basis for officers and other ranks in the army for a
limited number of vacancies which would be increased later if the model is
successful.
The proposal is a shift from the concept of permanent service in the
armed forces towards an “internship” for 3 years.
The army is also examining giving a ‘token’ lump sum amount to officers
and jawans exiting from the ToD scheme, to make it more attractive.
Expected benefits:
Army will benefit by getting younger manpower and the society will
benefit by getting people who are disciplined and have imbibed the ethos
of the army.
The cost, including training, pay and allowances, incurred on people
joining under the new model would be Rs 80-85 lakhs, as compared to
over Rs 6 crore for an officer under the Short Service Commission, who
serve up to 14 years.
With the ToD concept implementation, there is likely to be an exponential
reduction in salary and pension budgets. These savings can be used for
Army’s modernisation.
Corporates can also benefit from individuals who would serve in the army
for three years due to their training and exposure. As per an initial survey,
corporates favour individuals aged 26 or 27 who have been trained by the
military.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Allahabad High Court allowed azan in three districts of Uttar
Pradesh — Ghazipur, Hathras and Farrukhabad — where it had been
stopped by the district administration citing the Home Ministry’s
lockdown rules.
Important points for Prelims




The adhan (also written as adhaan, azan, azaan or athan) is the Islamic
call to prayer, recited by the muezzin at prescribed times of the day.
Adhan is called out by a muezzin from the mosque five times a day,
summoning Muslims for obligatory prayer.
The high court ruled that “Azan can be recited by a muezzin from
minarets of the mosques by human voice without using any amplifying
device. Such recitation cannot be hindered under the pretext of violation
of the guidelines issued by the state, to contain COVID-19.”
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The court held that azan may be an integral part of Islam but its recitation
through loudspeakers/sound-amplifying devices cannot be said to be an
integral part of religion, warranting protection of the fundamental right
enshrined under Article 25 of the Constitution.

Implications to static GS topics











Article 25 in The Constitution: Freedom of conscience and free
profession, practice and propagation of religion
Article 25 of the Constitution guarantees freedom of religion to all persons
in India.
It provides that all persons in India, subject to public order, morality,
health, and other provisions:
Are equally entitled to freedom of conscience, and
Have the right to freely profess, practice and propagate religion.
It further provides that this article shall not affect any existing law and
shall not prevent the state from making any law relating to:
Regulation or restriction of any economic, financial, political, or any
secular activity associated with religious practice.
Providing social welfare and reform.
Opening of Hindu religious institutions of public character for all the
classes and sections of the Hindus.
The Supreme Court in Tilkayat Shri Govindlalji Maharaj V. State of
Rajasthan held that the test to determine the question in deciding what
is an integral part of a religion is whether it is regarded as integral by
the community following that religion or not.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The J&K administration notified the J&K Grant of Domicile Certificate
Procedure Rules, 2020 and set a fast-track process in motion to issue
the certificates within a stipulated time of 15 days.
Important points for Prelims






Under the amended rules, eligible non-locals can also apply for the
certificate.
These rules provide a simple time-bound and transparent procedure for
issuance of domicile certificates. There is a timeline of 15 days for
issuance of certificates.
Domicile certificates have now been made a basic eligibility condition for
appointment to any post under the Union Territory of J&K following the
amendments in the previous Act.
To make the process transparent and time-bound, any officer not able to
issue the certificate would be penalised Rs.50,000. The amount would be
recovered from his salary.
All Permanent Resident Certificate holders and their children living outside
J&K can apply for the certificates.
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Kashmiri migrants living in or outside J&K can get domicile certificates by
simply producing their Permanent Residence Certificate (PRC), ration card
copy, voter card or any other valid document.
Bonafide migrants can apply with the Relief and Rehabilitation department
by providing documents like electoral rolls of 1988, proof of registration as
a migrant in any State in the country or any other valid document.

Implications to Static GS Topic









Capital of J&K.
CM and Governor of J&K.
When was J&K formed.
Major rivers of J&K.
Places of interest in J&K.
Mountains and mountains peaks of J&K.
Products of J&K which got G I tag.
Tribes of J&K.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Indian Railways has operationalised its first 12,000 hp electric
locomotive manufactured locally by French rolling stock manufacturer
Alstom. The loco is named WAG12 with Number 60027.
Important points for Prelims







The locomotive made its maiden commercial run between Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Station to Shivpur.
India became the sixth country in the world to join the club of countries
producing high horsepower locomotive indigenously.
It has been manufactured at the Madhepura Electric Locomotive Pvt. Ltd.
(MELPL), in Bihar, which is a joint venture between the French major and
the Indian railways holding an equity share of 74% and 26% respectively.
The joint venture remains the largest Foreign Direct Investment in the
railways sector.
Entry of WAG 12B (e-loco) into the Indian Railways fleet will allow faster
and safer movement of heavier freight trains capable to haul around 6000
tonnes at a top speed of 120 kmph.
It is the first time, high horse power locomotive has been operationalised
on broad gauge track in the world.

Implications to static GS topics




Important rail tunnels in India
Important rail routes of India and world
Oldest railways of the world
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Defence Ministry has approved procurement of 26 defence items only
from local suppliers to boost 'Make in India.'
Important points for Prelims





Government has issued Public Procurement (Preference to “Make in India’)
Order 2017 in 2017 to encourage ‘Make in India’ and to promote
manufacturing and production of goods and services in India.
Under this order, Department of Defence Production (DDP), has so far
notified 127 items where purchase preference is given to local suppliers as
per PPP-MII 2017.
In order to further encourage procurement from local suppliers, 26 items
out of 127 already notified, have now been notified under clause 3(a) of
the Public Procurement (Preference to Make in India) Order 2017.
henceforth, procuring entities shall procure these items only from local
suppliers, irrespective of purchase value, provided that the local suppliers
meet the Minimum Local Content (MLC) as prescribed for each item.

Implications to static GS topics





When was Make In India launched.
Logo and major points of Make In India program.
Government of India's various schemes to support Make In India
program.
Major milestones achieved during Make In India program till date.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has issued notification
dated 22nd May 2020 regarding the emission norms for L7
(Quadricycle) category for BS VI. These norms are applicable from the
date of notification.
Important points for Prelims



This notification completes the process of BS VI for all L, M and N
category vehicles in India. The emission norms are in line with EU with
WMTC cycle.
The move is likely to encourage the production of quadricycles, a segment
introduced less than two years ago. The central government had
introduced the quadricycle segment in 2018 and approved it for both
commercial and private use.

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 19

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020



Automobile manufacturers will now be able to produce petrol, diesel, CNG
and biofuel quadricycles for the Indian market.
The Ministry of Road Transport describes quadricycle as a vehicle the size
of a three-wheeler but with four tyres and fully covered like a car. "It has
an engine like that of a three-wheeler. This makes it a cheap and safe
mode of transport for last-mile connectivity."

Implications to static GS topics



BS norms in India. BS IV to BS vi transformation in India.
CNG and bio fuels.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Power Finance Corporation (PFC) entered into an agreement with
Narmada Basin Projects Company Ltd. (NBPCL) to fund projects worth
Rs.22,000 crore for 225 MW hydro-electric projects & multipurpose
projects in the State of Madhya Pradesh.
Important points for Prelims





The funds will be deployed by NBPCL for setting up hydroelectric projects
of 225 MW and power components of 12 major multipurpose projects in
Madhya Pradesh.
The MoU will help PFC to actively partner with NBPCL and provide finance
for hydro-electric plants totaling 225 MW along with power components of
multipurpose projects as part of state government’s endeavor to
implement twelve major multipurpose projects.
Some of the major multipurpose projects that will be financed under the
MoU are Basaniya Multipurpose Project Dindori, Chinki Boras Multipurpose
Project Narsinghpur Raisen Hoshangabad, Sakkar Pench Link Narsinghpur
Chhindwara, Dudhi Project Chhindwara Hoshangabad, etc.

Implications to static GS topics



Power Finance Corporation (PFC) is the central PSU under Ministry of
Power and India's leading NBFC.
Narmada Basin Projects Company Ltd. (NBPCL) is a wholly-owned
company of Govt. of Madhya Pradesh.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
REC Foundation, the CSR arm of REC Limited, has partnered with
TajSATS (a joint venture of IHCL and SATS Ltd) to distribute specially-
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made nutritious meal packets for medical staff in Safdarjung Hospital,
New Delhi.
Important points for Prelims





REC Limited is a central PSU under Ministry of Power and one of India’s
largest power financiers.
REC Limited (formerly Rural Electrification Corporation Limited) is a
Navratna NBFC focusing on Power Sector Financing and Development
across India.
it was established in 1969.
It provides financial assistance across the power-sector value chain. Apart
from this, REC is also the nodal agency for Govt. of India flagship schemes
in the Power sector like Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana
(DDUGJY), Saubhagya, etc.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways inaugurated the
breakthrough event of Chamba Tunnel under Chardham Pariyojana.
Important points for Prelims




Border Roads Organisation (BRO) achieved this major milestone by
digging up a 440 m long Tunnel below the busy Chamba town on
Rishikesh-Dharasu road Highway (NH 94).
Opening of this tunnel will ease out congestion though the Chamba town
and reduce the distance by one kilometre. This Project will be completed
by October 2020.
Under prestigious Chardham Project costing around Rs 12,000 Crore with
approximate length of 889 Km, BRO is constructing 250 Km of National
Highways leading to holy shrine Gangotri and Badrinath.

Implications to static GS topics





Important tunnels of India.
Major Highway projects of India.
Important National Highways of India and the places they connect.
Expressway projects in India and places they cover.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
For the past five days, Rajasthan, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
and Maharashtra have been experiencing severe to very severe
Target PCS Lucknow

Page 21

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020
heatwave conditions with Churu in Rajasthan reporting 50 degrees on
Tuesday.
Important points for Prelims




Heatwaves occur over India between March and June.
Meteorologists declare a heatwave event when the maximum (day)
temperature for a location in the plains crosses 40 degrees Celsius. Over
the hills, the threshold temperature is 30 degrees Celsius.
When the day temperature jumps by 4 to 5 degrees above the normal
maximum temperature of a location, it is declared as a heatwave.

Implications to static GS topics
 Does all of India experience heatwave conditions
 Heatwaves are common over the Core Heatwave Zone (CHZ) —
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, West Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Vidarbha in Maharashtra, parts of
Gangetic West Bengal, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
 However, the regions in the extreme north, northeast and southwestern
India are lesser prone to heatwaves.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Lok Sabha Speaker has nominated the Associate Members of
Delimitation Commission for the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
along with Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipur under
Article 5 of the Delimitation Act, 2002.
Important points for Prelims






The members nominated in J&K are MoS PMO, Dr Jitendra Singh and
Members of Parliament, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Mohammad Akbar Lone,
Hasnain Masoodi and Jugal Kishore Sharma.
Jammu and Kashmir at present has no legislative assembly as it is a Union
Territory with a provision of a legislature.
Members of Parliament and legislative assemblies of states, for which the
Delimitation Commission is set up, are drawn in as associate members to
assist the panel in its task.
The commission will delimit the constituencies of Jammu and Kashmir in
accordance with the provisions of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act 2019.
According to section 60 of Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act 2019,
the number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir shall be increased from 107 to 114.

Implications to static GS topics
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Capital of J&K. CM and Governor of J&K.
When was J&K formed.
Major rivers of J&K.
Places of interest in J&K.
Mountains and mountains peaks of J&K.
Products of J&K which got G I tag
Tribes of J&K.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Foundation Stone for a Missile Park "AGNEEPRASTHA" was laid at INS
Kalinga.
Important points for Prelims





‘AGNEEPRASTHA’ aims to capture glimpses of Missile History of INS
Kalinga till date. Once completed, it will be dedicated to all the Officers,
Sailors and Support Staff of INS Kalinga, who have served in this premier
op-support Base of the Eastern Naval Command (ENC).
The Missile Park has been set up with a replica of missiles and Ground
Support Equipment (GSE) that showcase the evolution of missiles handled
by the unit.
The main attraction is P-70 'Ametist', an underwater launched anti-ship
missile from the arsenal of the old 'Chakra' (Charlie-1 submarine) which
was in service with IN during 1988-91.

Implications to static GS topics




INS Kalinga is an Indian Navy establishment reporting to the Eastern
Naval Command.
It is located on the Visakhapatnam - Bheemunipatnam beach road.
It was commissioned on 1985.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A 2 MW Solar Photovoltaic Plant was commissioned at INS Kalinga,
Visakhapatnam. The plant is the largest in the Eastern Naval Command
(ENC) and has an estimated life of 25 years.
Important points for Prelims


INS Kalinga has taken significant strides in Green Initiatives since it's
setting up in the early 1980s, including afforestation, numerous plantation
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drives, coastal cleanup drives and protection of the Geo-Heritage site
“Erra Matti Dibbalu”.
Erra Matti Dibbalu also called as Red Sand Hills, a notified National Geoheritage Monument, is situated at the outskirts of Visakhapatnam City. It
is located very near to the Bay of Bengal and is one of Visakhapatnam's
many heritage sites.

Implications to static GS topics





Important Naval ports in India.
Various shapes of INS series.
Various National Geo heritage monuments in India.
Different solar energy enabled projects in India.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Army Commanders' Conference, scheduled for April 2020 and
postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic is being organised in two phases.
First phase of the Conference was conducted at South Block, New Delhi
from 27 to 29 May 2020.
Important points for Prelims




The Army Commanders' Conference is an apex level biannual event which
facilitates conceptual level deliberations culminating in important policy
decisions.
The biannual army commanders conference is generally held in April and
October every year.
The commanders' conference was originally scheduled to be held from
April 13-18, but it was postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic. The
second phase of the conference will take place from June 24-27, 2020.

Implications to static GS topics



Major operations of Indian Army.
Various Technology used in missile and artilleries used in Indian Army

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Assam Chief Minister apprised Union Petroleum Minister about the
incidents of gas explosion at oilfields in Baghjan, Tinsukia.
Important points for Prelims


Baghjan oil field is located in Assam’s Tinsukia district.
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It is being managed by Oil India Limited.
The blast occurred at Baghjan oil field due to some technical problems.
There was no report of any casualty in the incident.

Implications to static GS topics








Capital of Assam.
CM and Governor of Assam.
When was Assam formed.
Major rivers of Assam places of interest in Assam.
Mountains and mountains peaks of Assam.
Products of Assam which got G I tag.
Tribes of Assam.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Prime Minister's Office (PMO) has refused to disclose details on the
creation and operation of the PM CARES Fund, telling an RTI applicant
that the fund is “not a public authority” within the ambit of the RTI Act,
2005.
Important points for Prelims




The Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations
(PM CARES) Fund accepts donations and provides relief during the COVID19 pandemic, and other similar emergencies.
According to PMO, “PM CARES Fund is not a Public Authority under the
ambit of Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, 2005.
The PMO cited a Supreme Court (SC) observation that “indiscriminate and
impractical demands under RTI Act for disclosure of all and sundry
information would be counterproductive”.

Implications to static GS topics





What is Right To Information Act.
When was it enacted.
Government Agencies which are kept outside RTI act.
Major decisions of Supreme Court regarding Right to Information Act.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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International News
News
Mekong river Commission study report
Important points for Prelims



Mekong river Commission has released a new study to highlight the
impact of China's Dam on the Mekong river
This study to be used to study similar effect of dams being built on other
rivers that originate in China such as Brahmaputra on countries
downstream

Implications to static GS topics
 Mekong river Commission membership Cambodia, laws, Thailand, Vietnam
 Headquarter in Vientiane, Laos
 Established in 1995
 Mekong river
 Indian rivers originating in China; their course in India and their end
point.
 Brahamputra river
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Germany has classified The Organization Hezbollah as a terrorist
Organization in its country
Important points for Prelims
 Hezbollah is A Political party in Lebanon
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
China seeks to be the first major economy to launch a digital currency is
all set to trial a digital Yuan
Important points for Prelims





The digital currency is known as the e – RMB
It will be issued solely by people's Bank of China in small amount initially
offering the digital money to commercial banks and other operators
Public would be able to convert money in their bank accounts to the digital
version and make deposits via electronic wallets.
Initially it will be tested in three major cities of Shenzhen, Suzhou and
Chengdu.
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China started digital currency electronic payment project towards digital
Yuan in 2014.

Implications to static GS topics
 Cryptocurrency and its use around the world
 Bitcoin and Libra
 Central Bank digital Currency
 Blockchain Technology
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Germany’s constitutional court has questioned the legality of a past
ruling of the European Court of Justice.
Important points for Prelims

















The ruling pertains to a bond-buying scheme of the European Central
Bank (ECB).
This ruling is seen as challenging the long-settled hierarchy of European
Union (EU) judiciary, and has since resonated with many governments
and politicians in the EU that are critical of its policies.
What was the case?
The ECB’s mass bond-buying was launched after the eurozone’s 2010
crisis as support for the euro besides the EU’s national bailouts for Greece
and some other countries.
The scheme challenged in court is called the Public Sector Purchase
Programme (PSPP), launched in March 2015, under which the ECB had
bought €2.1tn of bonds by November 2019. Separately, the ECB bought
bonds worth another €0.5tn.
What has Germany’s constitutional court said now?
It said that the Central bank must stop buying government bonds under
the ECB’s long-running stimulus scheme within three months unless the
ECB can prove the purchases are needed.
The German ruling came despite the EU’s top court ruling in 2018 that the
ECB bond buying programme was in line with EU law.
About the European Court of Justice (ECJ):
It is a part Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU), and is the
European Union’s supreme court in matters of EU law.
Founded in 1952 after the Treaty of Paris.
It is based in Luxembourg.
It ensures that EU law is interpreted and applied the same in every EU
country, and ensures that countries and EU institutions abide by EU law.
It settles legal disputes between national governments and EU
institutions.
In terms of hierarchy, the national courts of member countries are
understood to be below the ECJ in matters of EU law.
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Following the entrance into force of the Treaty of Lisbon on 1 December
2009, the ECJ’s official name was changed from the “Court of Justice of
the European Communities” to the “Court of Justice”.
Composition:
It is composed of one judge per member state – currently 27 – although it
normally hears cases in panels of three, five or 15 judges.
The President of the Court of Justice is elected from and by the judges for
a renewable term of three years.

Implications to static GS topics
 ECJ- composition and functions.
 EU vs Eurozone.
 Indian judiciary vs European judiciary.
 Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU).
 About European Commercial Bank.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The External Affairs Ministry of India issued a “strong protest” over an
order by the Pakistan Supreme Court allowing the Pakistan’s
Government to hold elections in the region of Gilgit-Baltistan of
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).
Important points for Prelims








Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) was formerly known as the Northern Areas.
It is an integral part of the Indian Union Territory of Ladakh but is
currently under Pakistani occupation.
Gilgit Baltistan has been under the control of Pakistan since April 1949,
when the leadership of the so-called Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) was
forced to sign away this territory to Pakistan.
However, the region does not have any place in the constitutional
framework of Pakistan and has been kept under the tight control of the
central government. The region functioned as a “provincial autonomous
region” since 2009.
Gilgit-Baltistan shares a border with Azad Kashmir, together with which it
is referred to by the United Nations as "Pakistan administered Kashmir".
Pakistan in recent months had taken a series of steps to ensure full
constitutional and legal guarantees to the region which was strategically
important for the country especially in view of the passage of the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through the region.

Implications to static GS topics





Location of PoK.
Rivers flowing through.
Neighbours
Instrument of Accession
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Iranian Parliament authorised the replacement of the national
currency, the rial with another basic unit of currency called the toman.
Important points for Prelims





The plan is set to effectively cut four zeros from its currency, making each
toman worth 10,000 rials under the new system.
The Guardian Council, a body of conservative clerics that supervises
Parliament, is expected to ratify the law, and then the Central Bank will
have two years to implement the change — removing rials from circulation
and issuing tomans instead.
Iran’s move is to offset the fallout from inflation fueled by U.S. sanctions.

Implications to static GS topics





Capital city of Iran
Major geographical landforms of Iran
Major seas near Iran
Neighbours of Iran

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Defence Minister inaugurated the Link Road to Kailash Mansarovar via
video conferencing. This link road was constructed by Border Roads
Organization (BRO).
Important points for Prelims





The link road connects Dharchula to Lipulekh (China Border) which is
known as Kailash-Mansarovar Yatra Route.
The Darchula – Lipulekh road is an extension of Pithoragarh-TawaghatGhatiabagarh road.
It originates from Ghatiabagarh and terminates at Lipulekh Pass, the
gateway to Kailash Mansarovar. In this 80 Km road, the altitude rises
from 6000 feet to 17,060 feet.
At present, the travel to Kailash Mansarovar takes around two to three
weeks through Sikkim or Nepal routes. Lipulekh route had a trek of 90 Km
through high altitude terrain and the elderly yartris faced lot of difficulties.
Now, this yatra will get completed by vehicles.

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 29

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020
Implications to static GS topics



Mount Kailash is a 6,638 m high peak in the Kailash Range (Gangdise
Mountains), which forms part of the Transhimalaya in the Tibet
Autonomous Region of China.
The mountain is located near Lake Manasarovar and Lake Rakshastal,
close to the source of some of the longest Asian rivers: the Indus, Sutlej,
Brahmaputra, and Karnali/Ghaghara.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The United Nations and partner agencies have launched a 6.7 billion US
dollar global appeal to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, more than trebling
an earlier appeal made by the UN chief.
Important points for Prelims




The COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan was launched on March
25th, but with humanitarian needs rising, the plan is calling for an
injection of 6.7 billion US dollars for the remainder of 2020.
The plan puts special focus on more vulnerable countries and combating
food insecurity and gender-based violence.
The updated appeal adds nine vulnerable countries to the 54 nations
covered in the initial appeal -- Benin, Djibouti, Liberia, Mozambique,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, Togo and Zimbabwe.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Indian government has decided to begin weather forecasts for regions
under Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) — Gilgit-Baltistan,
Muzaffarabad and Mirpur.
Important points for Prelims







After DD and AIR started airing weather forecasts from PoK regions, In
return Radio Pakistan also featured updates from Srinagar, Pulwama and
Ladakh.
What’s the issue?
The ‘weather war’ — a diplomatic move by India — started after Pakistan’s
Supreme Court issued notices to the advocate general of Gilgit-Baltistan in
late April, directing them to amend the Gilgit-Baltistan Order-2018 and
establish a caretaker government there.
About PoK:
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) is that part of the Jammu and Kashmir
(India) which was invaded by Pakistan in 1947. The region is referred by
the United Nations and other international organizations, as ‘Pakistani-
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controlled Kashmir’ (or Pakistan Administered Kashmir) and it was renamed as ‘Pakistan occupied Jammu-Kashmir’ by the Modi government.
 PoK divided into two parts:
 Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
 Gilgit-Baltistan (referred to as the ‘Northern Areas’ till August 2009).


What is the root of the fight between India and Pakistan?



The fact that PoK is an integral part of India has been our consistent
policy ever since 1947.
In 1947, Pakistan’s Pashtoon tribals attacked Jammu and Kashmir.
So to tackle this critical situation the Ruler of that time Maharaja Hari
Singh of Jammu and Kashmir sought military assistance from the Indian
government and the then Indian Governor General Mountbatten signed an
agreement on 26 October 1947 in which three subjects Defense, Foreign
Affairs and Communications were handed over to India.
Except these subjects Jammu and Kashmir was free to all its decisions.
On the basis of this accession of treaty, the Government of India claims
that India has the full right to interfere in the matters related to Jammu
and Kashmir. Pakistan on the other hand doesn’t agree with India.
The legality of transfer of territory of J and K through the instrument of
accession to India is unquestionable.
Unanimous resolution of the Parliament talks about whole of J & K been a
integral part of India.
Pakistan’s claim on Kashmir is based on the declaration of 1993. As per
this declaration, Jammu & Kashmir was among those 5 states in which
rule of Government of Pakistan was supposed to be established. But India
never accepted this claim of Pakistan.
India has also made clear to the world that it is the internal matter of
India.


















Why is PoK important?
Because of its location, PoK is of immense strategic importance. It shares
borders with several countries – the Punjab and North-West Frontier
Province provinces (now called Khyber-Pakhthunkhwa) in Pakistan to the
west, the Wakhan Corridor of Afghanistan in the north-west, Xinjiang
province of the People’s Republic of China to the north and India’s Jammu
and Kashmir to the east.
Challenges for India in PoK region:

 Terrorist infiltration through the region is high.
 Pakistan has changed the demography of PoK over a period of time.
 It has settled ex- servicemen, Punjabi’s and Pathans so the original
colours of PoK has changed.
 Gilgit Baltistan region is easy as compared to other.
Implications to static GS topics




Location of PoK.
Rivers flowing through.
Neighbours
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Instrument of Accession.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Rekindling tensions over boundary claims, Indian and Chinese troops
have clashed at two points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
recently , leaving personnel injured on both sides.
Important points for Prelims




The incidents took place in the Naku La sector — it’s a mountain pass
in Sikkim at an altitude of over 5000 metres — on May 9, and in a
contested area near Pangong Tso, a lake in Ladakh, on the night of May
5-6.
But the Army played down the two incidents as “temporary and shortduration face-offs” that were resolved by “local commanders as per
mutually-accepted protocols” through dialogue and flag meetings. These
kind of incidents do occur as boundaries are not resolved.

Implications to static GS topics




The last major violent clash between the Indian and Chinese troops had
taken place on the northern bank of the 134-km long Pangong Tso (Tso
means lake), two-thirds of which is controlled by China as it extends from
Tibet to Ladakh, in September 2019.
There has, however, been a significant reduction in the border tensions
since the 73-day troop confrontation in the Bhutanese territory of
Doklam, near the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet tri-junction in June-August 2017,
which saw the two armies move additional infantry battalions, tanks,
artillery and missile units towards the border.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Indian Naval Ship Kesari has departed for Maldives, Mauritius,
Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, to provide Food Items, COVID
related Medicines including HCQ Tablets and Special Ayurvedic
Medicines as part of the Government of India outreach amidst the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Important points for Prelims



This deployment as ‘Mission Sagar’, is in line with India’s role as the first
responder in the region to battle the COVID-19 pandemic and its resultant
difficulties.
The deployment is in consonance with the Prime Ministers vision of
Security and Growth for All in the Region ‘SAGAR.’
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The operation is being progressed in close coordination with the Ministries
of Defence and External Affairs, and other agencies of the Government of
India.
This is the first time that a single assistance mission is covering all island
countries of the western Indian Ocean in one go — except Sri Lanka, for
which a second set of medicines have been airlifted.
The mission comes on the heels of ‘Operation Samudra Setu’ which is a
part of India’s efforts to repatriate citizens stranded abroad.
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) countries were among the very first to receive
India’s Covid assistance, which includes ‘Operation Sanjeevani’ in Maldives
and special Air India flights with medicine consignments to Sri Lanka,
Mauritius and Seychelles.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
The Ministry of External Affairs of India reminded China about India’s
claims over Gilgit-Baltistan where China has teamed up with Pakistan to
build the Diamer-Bhasha dam.
Important points for Prelims








Diamer-Bhasha Dam is a concreted-filled gravity dam, in the preliminary
stages of construction, on the River Indus between Kohistan district in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Diamer district in Gilgit Baltistan. The dam site
is situated near a place called "Bhasha", hence the name.
Its foundation stone was laid by the then Prime Minister of Pakistan on
1998.
Recent development:
The assertion by India is important as it was made a day after Power
China, one of the biggest Chinese power companies, received a contract
to build the Diamer-Bhasha dam which once completed will allow Pakistan
to use the waters of the Indus for irrigation.
Islamabad claims that the dam will help reduce downstream flood by the
Indus.

Implications to static GS topics





Location of PoK.
Rivers flowing through.
Neighbours
Instrument of Accession

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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The 75th anniversary of the end of the ‘World War II in Europe’ was
celebrated by United states, Europe and Russia.
Important points for Prelims





Victory in Europe Day (abbreviated to VE Day) is the day celebrating the
formal acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany’s
unconditional surrender of its armed forces on 8 May 1945, marking the
end of World War II in Europe.
Several countries observe public holidays on the day each year, variously
called Victory Over Fascism Day, Liberation Day or simply Victory Day.
Several former Soviet bloc countries like Russia, Belarus, and Serbia
celebrate on 9 May as the end of all combat actions was specified at 23:01
Central European Time, which was already 9 May in the USSR.

Implications to static GS topics




Adolf Hitler, the Nazi leader, had committed suicide on 30 April during the
Battle of Berlin and Germany's surrender was authorised by his successor.
The definitive German Instrument of Surrender, was signed on 8 May
1945 in Karlshorst, Berlin.
The war against Japan had not yet been won which surrendered on August
15 after the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have opened their
borders to one another, creating a coronavirus "travel bubble".
Important points for Prelims





Now, citizens and residents can move freely between the three EU
nations. Anybody arriving from outside the zone however must self-isolate
for 14 days.
This is the first "travel bubble" in Europe since nations began shutting
their borders earlier this year in response to the coronavirus outbreak.
The sparsely populated Baltic states have not been as badly affected by
the pandemic as some of their European neighbours. There are fewer than
150 recorded deaths between the three nations.
Both Finland and Poland have also been approached to join the Baltic
travel bubble.

Implications to static GS topics


Baltic Countries
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The Baltic countries, or simply the Baltics, is a geopolitical term, used to
group the three sovereign states in Northern Europe on the eastern coast
of the Baltic Sea: Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
The region has been part of the European Union since 2004 and since
2007 has been a member of the European Schengen Free Travel Area.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
As the number of COVID cases in Japan rise, the hanko tradition is
coming under fierce criticism, with industry leaders demanding that the
tradition be abandoned.
Important points for Prelims


The hanko is a personal stamp in Japan, that is equivalent to a signature
in other countries, and is an essential part of several transactions.
 Small-sized and circular or square-shaped, the stamp is wet by an ink pad
called ‘shuniku’, and the mark that it leaves on a document is called
‘inkan’.
 There are specific types of the hanko that are used for authorising
different kinds of transactions, such as those requiring registered seals,
bank documents, and for day-to-day use.
 The use of the traditional seal can be traced back to almost two millennia.
Even today, the hanko remains popular in Japan.
 Recent criticism:
 In response to the novel coronavirus pandemic, Japan has been
aggressively promoting a work-from-home policy.
 Yet, the centuries-old practice is causing employees to go to their
workplace, chiefly for stamping-related work as companies prefer to keep
their registered seals at the office premises for security reasons.
 However, as the number of COVID cases in the country continues to rise,
the hanko tradition is coming under fierce criticism, with industry leaders
demanding that the tradition be abandoned.
Implications to static GS topics





Capital city of Japan
Major geographical landforms of Japan.
Major seas near Japan.
Neighbours of Japan

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 35

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020
The Nepal government has decided it will release a new, updated
political map which will include the disputed areas of Lipulekh, Kalapani
and Limpiyadhura as part of Nepali territory.
Important points for Prelims





This comes after the Indian defence ministry recently inaugurated a link
road to the China border that passes through Lipulekh. The Kalapani
territory is an area under Indian administration as part of Pithoragarh
district in the Uttarakhand state.
Following the road inauguration, the Nepal government released a press
note stating that the eastern area from Mahakali River belongs to Nepal as
per the Sugauli Treaty, 1816.
But the Indian government said that it had constructed the road in its own
territory. A few days later, the Indian Army chief General M.M. Naravane
accused Nepal of acting ‘at the behest of someone else,’ a thinly veiled
reference to China.

Implications to static GS topics






Capital city of Nepal
Major geographical landforms of Nepal.
Major seas near Nepal.
Neighbours of Nepal
Major mountain peaks, glaciers and passes between India and Nepal.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Indian buyers have resumed purchases of Malaysian palm oil after a
four-month gap following a diplomatic row, with buying spurred by a fall
in domestic inventories and discounted prices.
Important points for Prelims






The renewed purchases come amid improving trade relations between the
two countries after the formation of a new government in Kuala Lumpur,
with Malaysia signing a deal last week to buy a record 100,000 tonnes of
Indian rice.
Leading Indian importers last week contracted up to 200,000 tonnes of
crude palm oil from Malaysia, the world’s No.2 producer after Indonesia,
to be shipped in June and July.
A restart to buying by India, the world’s biggest edible oil importer, could
further support Malaysian palm oil prices.
India buys more than 9 million tonnes of palm oil a year, accounting for
nearly two-thirds of its total edible oil imports, and took a record 4.4
million tonnes of Malaysian palm oil in 2019.

Implications to static GS topics
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Capital city of Malaysia.
Major geographical landforms of Malaysia.
Major seas near Malaysia.
Neighbours of Malaysia
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

US stock markets went soaring on the back of promising results from
mRNA-1273 vaccine against novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19)
developed by US pharmaceutical company Moderna.
Important points for Prelims





mRNA-1273 is the working name of Moderna’s vaccine, which is currently
in Phase 1 clinical trials under the aegis of the US National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).
The mRNA in the name means messenger RNA, which carries the genetic
formula for the coding of a specific protein.
In this vaccine, the particular mRNA used codes for the most
distinguishing feature of the SARS-CoV2 — the spike protein — which is
also the appendage that the virus uses to enter the cell and replicate.
The vaccine, when injected into a person, codes for the spike protein.
Thus even without the introduction of an attenuated (recognisable but not
harmful) virus into the body, the body learns what the virus looks like and
arms itself with the antibodies that are required to act against it.

Implications to static GS topics






Capital city of USA.
Major geographical landforms of USA.
Major seas near USA.
Neighbours of USA
Drug research of USA

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The U.S. has given notice that it will exit the Open Skies Treaty (OST),
on the ground that Russia had “continuously and flagrantly” violated the
treaty. U.S. President Donald Trump said the deal could be amended or a
new one could be made.
Important points for Prelims


Open Skies Treaty (OST) is an agreement that allows countries to monitor
signatories’ arms development by conducting unarmed reconnaissance
surveillance flights over the territory of treaty countries.
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The treaty was signed in 1992 and entered into force on January 1, 2002.
Currently 34 states are party to the treaty while a 35th, Kyrgyzstan, has
signed but not ratified it. India is not its signatory.
The Open Skies Consultative Commission is the implementing body for the
Treaty on Open Skies. It comprises representatives from each state party
to the treaty and meets monthly at the Vienna headquarters of the
Organization for Security and Co-Operation in Europe.

Implications to static GS topics





Capital city of Russia and USA.
Major geographical landforms of Russia and USA.
Major seas near Russia and USA.
Neighbours of Russia and USA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
To boost trade, economic activity and connectivity, India and
Bangladesh have added five more "ports of call" on either side and
increased the protocol (water) routes from 8 to 10.
Important points for Prelims










This was done with the signing of the Second Addendum to the Protocol
on Inland Water Transit and Trade by India and Bangladesh.
Inclusion of Sonamura- Daudkhandi stretch of ‘Gumti river’ (93 Km) as
IBP route No. 9 & 10 in the Protocol will improve the connectivity of
Tripura and adjoining States with Indian and Bangladesh`s economic
centres.
Presently, there are six "ports of call" each in India and Bangladesh. Five
more Ports of Call and two more extended Ports of Call have been added,
increasing the number to eleven Ports of Call and two extended Ports of
Call in each country.
The new five "ports of call" on the Indian side are Dhulian, Maia, Kolaghat,
Sonamura and Jogigopha and on the Bangladesh side Rajshahi,
Sultanganj, Chilmari, Daudkandi and Bahadurabad.
Background:
Protocol on Transit and Trade through inland waterways between
Bangladesh and India was first signed in 1972 (immediately after
independence of Bangladesh).
It was last renewed in 2015 for five years with a provision for its
automatic renewal for a further period of five years giving long term
assurance to various stakeholders.

Implications to static GS topics



Important rivers of India and Bangladesh.
Major ports of India
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Major river routes in India
List of government schemes to develop various water trade routes using
different rivers in India.
Indian states which makes a border with Bangladesh

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The 58-member crew of Malayalam film Aadujeevitham reached India
after being stranded in Jordan since March 16 following the COVID-19
outbreak. The shooting of the movie was progressing at the Wadi Rum
desert when the global pandemic hit normal life.
Important points for Prelims





Wadi Rum is also known as the Valley of the Moon.
It is a valley cut into the sandstone and granite rock in southern Jordan.
It is the largest wadi in Jordan.
Wadi is the Arabic term traditionally referring to a valley. In some
instances, it may refer to a dry (ephemeral) riverbed that contains water
only when heavy rain occurs.

Implications to static GS topics


Different government schemes like Samudra Setu and Vande Bharat to
bring back standard Indian citizens in different countries.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg has announced the launch of
Facebook Shops.
Important points for Prelims







Facebook Shops is a platform that small mom-and-pop stores across the
world could leverage to sell things directly across its apps, such as
WhatsApp, Instagram and Facebook too.
For small store owners in developing countries, the launch of this platform
could mean easy access to the large customer base of the social media
giant, Facebook. With WhatsApp and Instagram, the trio makes a
formidable presence on the internet.
The launch of this platform coincides with the plans of many other global
conglomerates to launch themselves in the Medium, Small and Micro
Enterprises (MSME) segment, by providing some kind of platform or
training space.
It is unclear if Facebook Shops would be launched in India as well.
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Implications to static GS topics





What is concept of e-commerce.
E-Commerce companies in India.
Who is founder of Facebook and where is its headquarter.
Digital currency of Facebook

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for forming his fifth government in Israel.
Important points for Prelims










Israel's new government, headed once again by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, was sworn into office , ending nearly a year-and-a-half of
political stalemate involving three stormy elections and multiple rounds of
coalition negotiations.
This marked a fifth term for Netanyahu — his fourth consecutive term —
and the first time an Israeli leader indicted on criminal charges will
formally lead the country. He is the longest-serving Prime Minister in
Israeli history.
Coalition government agreement:
This happened after an agreement was reached between Netanyahu
(Chairman of the Likud – National Liberal Movement) and MK Benny Gantz
(of Blue and White party) on the formation of a national unity
government.
The deal would involve both parties sharing power, and Gantz and
Netanyahu taking turns being prime minister.
Under the terms of the agreement Netanyahu is to be prime minister until
October 2021, with Gantz serving as vice prime minister. After that time
the men are to exchange roles.

Implications to static GS topics





Capital city of Israel.
Major geographical landforms of Israel.
Major seas near Israel.
Neighbors of Israel.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The India-China border has been witnessing tensions over the past
month, with incidents reported in at least four different locations along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
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Important points for Prelims







The border is not fully demarcated and the LAC is neither clarified nor
confirmed by the two countries.
India-China border is divided into three sectors:
The LAC in the western sector falls in the union territory of Ladakh and is
1597 km long,
The middle sector of 545 km length falls in Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, and
The 1346 km long eastern sector falls in the states of Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh.
The main differences are in the Western and Eastern sectors. India sees
China as occupying 38,000 sq km in Aksai Chin. In the east, China claims
as much as 90,000 sq km, extending all across Arunachal Pradesh.

Implications to Static GS Topic




What is Indo China border called.
States of India which borders China.
Major mountain peaks, glaciers and passes on Indo- China border.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman attended the Special Board
of Governors meeting of the New Development Bank (NDB) through
video conferencing in New Delhi. The meeting also witnessed the
election of Mr Marcos Troyjo from Brazil as the new President of the
Developmental Bank.
Important points for Prelims





The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS
Development Bank, is a multilateral development bank established by the
BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa).
Location: The bank is headquartered in Shanghai, China. The first
regional office of the NDB is in Johannesburg, South Africa.
History: During the sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014), the leaders
signed the Agreement establishing the New Development Bank (NDB).
The Bank formally came into existence as a legal entity in 2015.
Capital: The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 billion divided
into 1 million shares having a par value of $100,000 each.

Implications to Static GS Topic


Voting power
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Bank’s Articles of Agreement specify that all members of the United
Nations could be members of the bank, however the share of the BRICS
nations can never be less than 55% of voting power.
The Agreement on the NDB specifies that the voting power of each
member will be equal to the number of its subscribed shares in the capital
stock of the bank.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Central Institute of Plastics Engineering and Technology (CIPET) will
take up Research and Development initiatives in the areas of Health
Care, like Manufacturing and Certifying PPE to deal with COVID-19
pandemic.
Important points for Prelims




Central Institute of Plastics Engineering and Technology (CIPET) functions
under the Ministry of Chemicals and fertilizers.
It was established in 1968 by Government of India with the assistance of
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) at Chennai.
The main objective of setting up of the institute was to develop manpower
in different disciplines of Plastics Engineering & Technology.

Implications to Static GS Topic



What is personal protection equipment and with what material it is made
up of.
Production of PPE kit in India.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Less than two months after detecting its first infection, Montenegro is
the first country in Europe to declare itself coronavirus-free.
Important points for Prelims






Montenegro is a country of South and Southeast Europe on the coast of
the Balkans.
It borders Bosnia-Herzegovina to the northwest, Serbia to the northeast,
Kosovo to the east, Albania to the southeast, the Adriatic Sea to the
southwest, and Croatia to the west.
Its capital is Podgorica.
Montenegro is a founding member of the Union for the Mediterranean. It
is also in the process of joining the European Union.
The largest lake in Montenegro and the Balkans is Lake Scutari.
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Implications to Static GS Topic



Different countries in Europe
Their Capital and currencies.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The US President Donald Trump's administration has launched a
program called Operation Warp Speed.

Important points for Prelims



Operation Warp Speed is a public–private partnership, initiated by the
Federal Government of the United States, to facilitate and accelerate the
development of COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics.
It is an interagency program that includes components of the Department
of Health, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the National Institutes of Health and
private firms.

Implications to Static GS Topic



President of US.
Major rivers, mountains, cities, peaks of USA.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
India and China have activated the “working mechanism” at the
diplomatic level alongside the military-to-military conversation taking
place at the field level to “dis-engage” and “de-escalate” the situation.
Important points for Prelims





The “Working Mechanism for Consultation & Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC)” was established in January 2012 after border talks
between then National Security Adviser (NSA) Shivshankar Menon and his
Chinese counterpart Dai Bingguo.
It is headed by joint secretary-level officials from both sides. They are
entrusted to help the special representative for boundary talks, a position
currently held by NSA Ajit Doval.
These officials have had 14 meetings since 2012, the last one in July
2019, and meet more frequently than the special representatives.

Implications to Static GS Topic
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What is Indo China border called.
States of India which borders China.
Major mountain peaks, glaciers and passes on Indo- China border.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
An invasive mussel native to the South and Central American coasts is
spreading quickly in the backwaters of Kerala, elbowing out other
mussel and clam species and threatening the livelihoods of fishermen
engaged in molluscan fisheries.
Important points for Prelims





The rapid spread of the Charru mussel (Mytella strigata) in Kerala may
have been triggered by Cyclone Ockhi which struck the region in 2017.
Externally, the Charru mussel resembles the green and brown mussels
(kallummekkaya in Malayalam), but is much smaller in size. Its colour
varies from black to brown, purple or dark green.
It has replaced the Asian green mussel (Perna viridis) and the edible
oyster Magallana bilineata (known locally as muringa) backwaters of
Kerala
In Ashtamudi Lake, the Charru mussel had established breeding
populations in 2018 and 2019, acquiring the moniker ‘varathan kakka’
(alien mollusc).

Implications to Static GS Topic



The term mussel is used for several families of bivalve mollusks inhabiting
lakes, rivers, and creeks, as well as intertidal areas along coastlines
worldwide.
The mussel's external shell is composed of two valves that protect it from
predators and desiccation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Women peacekeepers from India and Brazil – Major Suman Gawani of
the Indian Army, a Military Observer formerly deployed with the United
Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and Commander Carla
Monteiro de Castro Araujo, a Brazilian Naval officer – have jointly won
the United Nations Military Gender Advocate of the Year 2019 Award.
Important points for Prelims


For the first time, two peacekeepers will receive the award jointly for their
contribution to this important cause.
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They received the award on the occasion of the International Day of UN
Peacekeepers (observed on May 29).

Implications to Static GS Topic



The United Nations “Military Gender Advocate of the Year Award” was
created in 2016.
It recognizes the dedication and effort of an individual military
peacekeeper in promoting the principles of UN Security Resolution 1325
on Women, Peace and Security in a peace operation context.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Economics
News
SLS – MF scheme benefits extended to all Banks
Important points for Prelims




The RBI announced earlier in this week rupees 50,000 crore special
liquidity facility for mutual fund scheme to bailout the mutual funds facing
redemption pressure.
The Reserve Bank of India extends regulatory benefits to all
banks meeting the liquidity requirement of mutual funds under the SLS
MS .
The extension includes those banks deploying their own resources to
extend liquidity support to the mutual funds.

Reasons: Franklin Templeton mutual fund decide to shut several schemes.
Benefits: To bail out the mutual funds facing redemption pressure
Implications to static GS topics
 Mutual funds
 Redemption
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Bank Of Schemes, Ideas, Innovation And Research Portal
Important points for Prelims





Launched by Union Minister of micro, small and medium enterprises
This portal provides a unified platform to access all schemes of union,
state and union territory government associated with micro, small and
medium enterprises.
New ideas, innovations and research in the sector of MSMEs can be
uploaded and published for public use on this portal after getting reviewed
by the concerned officer
Venture capitalist can connect with user having idea for Innovation and
Research. The portal has the facility to indicate the stage of idea that is
concept, prototype or commercialized to make more user friendly.

Implications to static GS topics
 MSME sector government schemes
 Important industries in India
 Crowd sourcing
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
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Open budget survey
Important points for Prelims






Conducted by the International Budget Partnership
This survey covers 117 countries
India is rank at 53rd position in terms of budget accountability and
transparency.
Global average score for transparency is 45. India got a transparency
score of 49 out of hundred
New Zealand ranked first in open budget survey.

Implications to static GS topics
 Appropriation bill and Finance bill
 Consolidated fund and contingency fund
 Annual financial statement and annual budget
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
RBI has asked the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Maharashtra to
start the process of winding up operations of CKP Co-operative bank and
appoint a liquidator.
Important points for Prelims
 On liquidation, every depositor of the bank is entitled to get up to Rs 5
lakh from the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation.
 Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently cancelled the licence of
Mumbai-based CKP Co-operative Bank for the following reasons:
 Financial position of the bank was highly adverse and unsustainable.
 The bank is not in a position to pay its present and future depositors.
 The bank failed to meet the regulatory requirement of maintaining a
minimum capital adequacy ratio of 9% and reserves.
 The CRAR, also known as the Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR), is the ratio of
a bank’s capital to its risk. It is a measure of the amount of a bank’s core
capital expressed as a percentage of its risk-weighted asset.
 It is decided by central banks and bank regulators to prevent commercial
banks from taking excess leverage and becoming insolvent in the process.
Implications to static GS topics
 What is deposit insurance? What is the present limit? Who is not covered?
 What is DICGC?
 RRBs vs Urban cooperative banks.
 BASEL norms- important targets.
 Where is Basel?
 CRAR vs Leverage ratio.
 What is priority sector lending?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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NEWS
In a big relief to the capital markets, even as the coronavirus pandemic
continues to hit economies and markets worldwide, foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) significantly reduced the pace of outflows in April, after
a record net outflow of Rs 1,18,203 crore in March 2020. In April, FPIs
pulled out a net of Rs 14,858 crore from equity and debt markets.
Important points for Prelims


They were, however, net positive investors in debt voluntary retention
route (VRR) scheme. They invested a net of Rs 4,032 crore in debt VRR
schemes in April.
 VRR is a new channel of investment available to FPIs to encourage them
to invest in debt markets in India over and above their investments
through the regular route. The objective is to attract long-term and stable
FPI investments into debt markets while providing FPIs with operational
flexibility to manage their investments.
 VRR scheme allows FPIs to participate in repo transactions and also invest
in exchange traded funds that invest in debt instruments.
 This new investment route was proposed by the central bank in October
2018 at a time the rupee was weakening against the dollar very sharply.
There were also talks of a special NRI bond scheme to attract more dollar
funds into the economy and stabilise the rupee.
Implications to static GS topics





Difference between FDI and FII.
Limits on FII.
What is VRR scheme? Limits.
Limits on FDI in various sectors.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Revenue for states
After incurring high losses due to the pandemic, states such as
Delhi and Andhra Pradesh are levying 70-75% additional fee on
liquor purchases.
Important points for Prelims






Manufacture and sale of liquor are major sources of revenue for states. A
ban on alcohol sales was a crucial part of the lockdown, but it deprived
states of critical revenue.
Excise duty is an indirect tax levied by the government on goods
manufactured within India.
Custom duty, which is levied on imported items.
Excise duty refers to the tax amount included in the final selling price of
an item.
As excise duty is a tax on the manufacture of goods, the goods do not
have to be sold for the excise duty to be collected.
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The excise duty on liquor is levied by the respective state governments in
India.
State excise duty on alcohol is the second or third largest contributor to
the own tax revenue of states.
It accounts for 10-15% of the tax receipts for a majority of the states.
Licences to sell alcohol, fines and confiscation of alcoholic products also
add to the exchequer of states.
Alcohol is not within the purview of the goods and services tax (GST).
Other major items that are beyond the ambit of GST are land, electricity
and petroleum products such as petrol, diesel and aviation turbine fuel.

Implications to static GS topics
 Sources of revenues for states
 Constitutional provisions for sharing of revenues
 Article 280
 Difference between tax and non tax revenues
 What is excise duty
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Supreme Court has held that the cooperative banks involved in the
activities related to banking are covered within the meaning of ‘banking
company’ and Parliament has legislative competence to provide for
procedure for recovery of loan under the Sarfaesi Act.
What’s the issue?










The judgment came in view of several conflicting decisions by high courts
on the issues of:
Whether the Co-operative banks can be called ‘Banks (financial
Institution)’ under the Banking Regulation Act of 1949.
Whether the Parliament has legislative competence to regulate financial
assets of cooperative banks formed under state law.
A five-judge Constitution bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest (Sarfaesi) Act, 2002:
It allows banks and financial institutions to auction properties (residential
and commercial) when borrowers fail to repay their loans.
It enables banks to reduce their non-performing assets by adopting
measures for recovery or reconstruction.
It is effective only against secured loanswhere banks can enforce the
underlying security.
It promotes the setting up of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs) and
asset securitization companies (SCs) to deal with NPAs accumulated with
the banks and financial institutions.

Implications to static GS topics




What are ARCs and who can set up?
Can courts interfere in matters related to ARCs?
What are NPAs?
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Definition of banking.
Banking under 7th
Powers of parliament under Sarfaesi act.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Traders' body Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) has announced
to launch a national e-commerce marketplace 'bharatmarket' soon for
all retail traders in collaboration with several technology partners.
Important points for Prelims





The marketplace will integrate capabilities of various technology
companies to provide end-to-end services in the logistics and supply
chains from manufacturers to end consumers, including deliveries at
home.
The e-commerce portal will include a nationwide participation by retailers
and aims to bring 95 per cent of retail traders onboard the platform, who
would exclusively run the portal.
The initiative has had active support and guidance of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, as they see this as an effective way to get
essential commodities to consumers during the lockdown period and
within containment zones.

Implications to static GS topics



E- commerce in India
Policies and laws for e commerce companies in india

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Delhi government announced a 70% hike in the price of liquor
across categories in the capital. Delhi’s “special corona fee” on alcohol
underlines the importance of liquor to the economy of the states.
Important points for Prelims



Liquor contributes a considerable amount to the exchequers of all states
and Union Territories except Gujarat and Bihar, both of which have
enforced prohibition.
Generally, states levy excise duty on manufacture and sale of liquor.
Some states, for example Tamil Nadu, also impose VAT (value added tax).
States also charge special fees on imported foreign liquor; transport fee;
and label & brand registration charges.
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A few states, such as Uttar Pradesh, have imposed a “special duty on
liquor” to collect funds for special purposes, such as maintenance of stray
cattle.
According to a report published by the RBI in September 2019, state
excise duty on alcohol accounts for around 10-15 per cent of Own Tax
Revenue of a majority of states. In fact, state excise duties on liquor is
the second or third largest contributor to the category State’s Own Tax
revenue; sales tax (now GST) is the largest.
During 2018-19, the five states that collected the highest revenue from
excise duty on liquor were Uttar Pradesh (Rs 25,100 crore), followed by
Karnataka, Maharashtra, West Bengal and Telangana.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Coir Board signed a MoU with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)Madras, to establish a Centre of Excellence for Coir Applications.
Important points for Prelims







The Centre of Excellence aims at furthering the research work done so far
in the coir sector with the support of IIT, Madras.
It will also support the development of relevant technology and evolve
standards for production and processing through specific projects and
monitor research projects.
Coir Board will provide a financial assistance of 5 crore rupees initially for
a period of two years for the establishment and running of the Centre of
Excellence.
The Coir Board is a statutory body established by the Government of India
under the Coir Industry Act 1953 for the promotion and development of
the coir (coconut fibre) industry in India.
It is based in Kochi and Alappuzha.
The board functions under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).

Implications to static GS topics



Statutory and non statutory bodies
Major schemes of MSME Ministry specially related to Coir based industries

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
India and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) signed a 500
million dollar “COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems
Preparedness Project” in New Delhi to strengthen its public health
preparedness.
Target PCS Lucknow

Page 51

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020
Important points for Prelims












This will cover all States and Union Territories across the country and
address the needs of infected people, at-risk populations, medical and
emergency personnel and service providers, medical and testing facilities,
and national and animal health agencies.
It will help strengthen country's Integrated Disease Surveillance Program,
revamp infectious disease hospitals and medical college hospitals.
The project will be implemented by the National Health Mission (NHM),
the National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) and the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
The project is being financed by the World Bank and AIIB in the amount of
$1.5 billion, of which $1.0 billion will be provided by World Bank and $500
million will be provided by AIIB.
This is the first ever health sector support from the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) to India.
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral
development bank with a mission to improve social and economic
outcomes in Asia by investing in sustainable infrastructure and other
productive sectors in Asia and beyond.
Headquarters: Beijing.
It began operations in 2016.
It has now grown to 102 approved members

Implications to static GS topics






AIIB vs ADB vs WB.
Members of AIIB.
Top shareholders.
Voting powers.
AIIB supported projects in India.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman launched INR-USD (RupeeDollar) Futures and Options contracts on the two International
Exchanges, BSE’s India INX and NSE’s NSE-IFSC, at GIFT International
Financial Services Centre in Gandhinagar.
Important points for Prelims




Over the last decade, a significant market share in financial services
related to India has moved to other international financial centres.
Bringing this business to India is clearly beneficial in terms of economic
activity and employment gains for India.
The launch of INR-USD contracts at the exchanges in GIFT-IFSC is a step
in this direction.
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This will be available 22 hours across all time zones for all global
participants from GIFT IFSC.
Given the world class business environment and competitive tax regime at
GIFT-IFSC, it is expected that trading of INR-USD contracts may bring
volumes to India. This would also bring larger global participation in India
through IFSC and connect India’s IFSC globally.

Implications to static GS topics


Bombay stock exchange and National stock exchange

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a special economic
package worth 20 lakh crore rupees for an 'Atma-Nirbhar Bharat' or
self-reliant India, saying that self reliance is the only way to ensure that
21st Century belongs to India.
Important points for Prelims





The Prime Minister noted that this package, together with earlier
announcements by the government during COVID crisis and decisions
taken by RBI, is to the tune of 20 lakh crore rupees. This is equivalent to
almost 10 percent of India’s GDP.
The package will also focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. It will cater
to various sections including cottage industry, MSMEs, labourers, middle
class, industries, among others.
He said India's self-reliance will be based on five pillars - economy,
infrastructure, technology driven system, vibrant demography and
demand.

Implications to static GS topics



Make in India project.
Schemes under Make in India.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
PM CARES (Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency
Situations) Fund Trust decided to allocate Rs. 3100 Crore for fight
against COVID-19.
Important points for Prelims
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Out of Rs 3100 crore, a sum of approximately Rs.2000 crore will be
earmarked for the purchase of 50000 ‘Made-in-India’ ventilators, Rs. 1000
crores will be used for care of migrant labourers and Rs.100 crores will be
given to support vaccine development.
The trust formed on 27th March 2020 is headed by Hon’ble Prime Minister
(ex-Officio) and other ex-officio Members of the trust are Defence
Minister, Home Minister and Finance Minister.

Relief Measures for Migrants







The States/UTs will be given a lumpsum assistance of total Rs. 1000 Crore
from PM CARES Fund for the welfare of the migrants and poor.
State/UT-wise funds will be released on the weightage of
Population of the State/UT as per 2011 Census – 50%, weightage
Number of positive COVID-19 cases as on date – 40% weightage and
Equal share (10% weightage) for all states/UTs to ensure basic minimum
sum for all states.
The fund will be released to the District Collector/District
Magistrate/Municipal Commissioner through the State Disaster Relief
Commissioner of the States/UTs concerned.

Implications to static GS topics




Schemes for labours in India.
Schemes under Make in India.
What is PM CARES Fund and its purpose.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In a relief to real estate developers, Finance Minister informed that the
deadline for completion of projects will be extended by up to six
months, treating the coronavirus outbreak as an event of 'force
majeure' under the realty law RERA.
Important points for Prelims



Urban Development ministry will issue advisory to all the States and Union
Territories to treat Covid-19 period event as force majeure.
The move will benefit real estate sector and agencies which have been
entrusted to complete civil work.

Implications to static GS topics



Force majeure is a French term that literally means "greater force." A
‘force majeure’ situation refers to extraordinary events and circumstances
beyond human control.
Force majeure refers to a clause that is included in contracts to remove
liability for natural and unavoidable catastrophes that interrupt the
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expected course of events and restrict participants from fulfilling
obligations.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister announced that Tax Deducted at Source (TDS)
and Tax Collected at Source (TCS) have been reduced by 25 per cent till
31st March of next year.
Important points for Prelims



This decision will increase cash flow of over 50 thousand crore rupees
benefitting common people.
The date for filing Income Tax return for the last financial year has also
been extended till 30th November, while last date for filing tax audits has
been extended from 30th September to 31st October.

Implications to static GS topics



Taxation system in India.
Important laws and organizations governing Tax system.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Minister of Finance announced further liquidity support to nonbanking financial companies (NBFCs), housing finance companies
(HFCs) and microfinance institutions (MFIs) under the Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan.
Important points for Prelims
Rs 30,000 crores Special Liquidity Scheme for NBFC/HFC/MFIs







Government will launch Rs 30,000 crore Special Liquidity Scheme,
liquidity being provided by RBI. Investment will be made in primary and
secondary market transactions in investment grade debt paper of NBFCs,
HFCs and MFIs.
This will be 100 percent guaranteed by the Government of India.
Rs 45,000 crores Partial credit guarantee Scheme 2.0 for Liabilities of
NBFCs/MFIs
Existing Partial Credit Guarantee scheme is being revamped and now will
be extended to cover the borrowings of lower rated NBFCs, HFCs and
other Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs).
Government of India will provide 20 percent first loss sovereign guarantee
to Public Sector Banks.
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Implications to static GS topics



Laws governing Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and Housing
Finance Companies (HFCs).
Role of Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and Housing Finance
Companies (HFCs) in economy of India.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister has announced reduction of statutory provident
fund contribution by both employers and employees to 10 percent of
basic wages from the existing 12 per cent for the next three months.
Important points for Prelims








The decision has been taken to facilitate more take-home salary for
employees and give relief to employers in payment of PF dues, resulting in
a liquidity ease of 6,750 crore rupees.
The decision will be applicable on all the establishments covered under
theEmployees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO).
PF under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP)
Besides, Ms Sitharaman also announced the extension of another scheme
under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package(PMGKP) for three months
till August this year.
Under it the government would contribute entire 24 per cent of PF
contributions till August. Under the PMGKP, payment of 12 percent of
employer and 12 per cent employee contributions were made into EPF
accounts.
The total benefits accrued is about 2500 crore rupees to 72.22lakh
employees.

Implications to static GS topics





EPFO, when it was started.
Benefits of EPFO.
EPFO schemes old and current
Labour laws in India.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In a historical decision, the ambit of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) have been widened resulting in inclusion of many
small and micro industries under this sector. This decision of changing
the definition of MSMEs will increase competition and productivity in the
sector.
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Important points for Prelims








Definition of MSME will be revised by raising the Investment limit. An
additional criteria of turnover also being introduced. The distinction
between manufacturing and service sector will also be eliminated.
In a major boost to the MSME sector, collateral free loan of 3 lakh crore
rupees has been announced with a moratorium of 12 months. These loans
will benefit 45 lakh small and medium units.
Another package of 20 thousand crore rupees for stressed MSMEs
benefitting 2 lakh units have also been announced.
50 thousand crore rupees will be infused in the MSMEs through the equity
channel.
Opening up avenues for indigenous companies, tenders for Government
procurement up to 200 crore rupees will no longer be through Global
Tender route.
e-Market linkage for MSMEs has been announced to ensure wider reach
for sale of products from the small and medium industries.
Government bodies and PSUs have been directed to clear all pending dues
of MSMEs within next 45 days.

Implications to static GS topics



Scheme of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Challenges of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister announced short-term and long-term measures
under Aatmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant India Movement) for
supporting the poor, including migrants, farmers, tiny businesses and
street vendors.
Important Points for Prelims






Measures announced:
Free food grains will be supplied to all Migrant labourers for 2 months i.e.
May and June, 2020.
Technology system to be used enable Migrants to access PDS (Ration)
from any Fair Price Shops in India so as to achieve 100% National
portability by March, 2021 under One Nation one Ration Card scheme.
Central Government will launch a scheme for migrant workers and urban
poor to provide ease of living at affordable rent.
Government of India will provide Interest subvention of 2% for prompt
payees for a period of 12 months to MUDRA Shishu loanees, who have
loans below Rs 50,000.The current portfolio of MUDRA Shishu loans is
around Rs 1.62 Lakh crore.
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A special scheme will be launched within a month to facilitate easy access
to credit to Street vendors. 50 lakh street vendors will be benefitted under
this scheme and credit of Rs. 5,000 crore would flow to them.
Rs 70,000 crore boost is given to housing sector and middle income group
(MIG) through extension of Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme for MIG under
PMAY(Urban) up to March 2021.
6,000 crore of funds under Compensatory Afforestation Management &
Planning Authority (CAMPA) will be used for Afforestation and Plantation
works, including in urban areas. This will create job opportunities.

Implications to static GS topics:



NABARD will extend additional re-finance support of Rs 30,000 crore for
meeting crop loan requirement of Rural Cooperative Banks and RRBs. This
refinance will be front-loaded and available on tap.
A special drive to be conducted to provide concessional credit to PMKISAN beneficiaries through Kisan Credit Cards. Fisherman and Animal
Husbandry Farmers will also be included. This will inject additional
liquidity of Rs 2 lakh crore in the farm sector.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Government has introduced a new scheme of Interest Subvention
on Working Capital Loans for Dairy sector for supporting Dairy
Cooperatives and Farmer Producer Organizations engaged in dairy
activities for implementation during 2020-21.
Important Points for Prelims:








Interest subvention will be given to Cooperatives and Farmer owned milk
producer companies on working capital loan taken from banks and
financial institutions between 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021 for
conversion of milk into conserved commodities and other milk products.
The scheme has made provisions for providing interest subvention of 2%
per annum, with an additional incentive of 2% per annum interest
subvention to be given in case of prompt and timely repayment/interest
servicing.
The modified scheme envisages a budgetary provision of 100 crore rupees
earmarked for the component Interest Subvention on Working Capital
Loans for Dairy sector during 2020-21.
The scheme will be implemented by this Department of Animal Husbandry
through National Dairy Development Board (NDDB), Anand.
Benefits: The scheme will help in providing stable market access to milk
producers. This will help to ease out the working capital crisis for handling
surplus milk and enable timely payment to the farmers.
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Implications to static GS topics



Role of dairy sector in economy of India.
Dairy Cooperatives and Farmer Producer Organizations engaged in dairy
activities

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Government of India, the Government of West Bengal and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank(AIIB) signed a loan agreement for a
US$145 million project to improve irrigation services and flood
management in the Damodar Valley Command Area (DVCA) in West
Bengal.
About:








The Project will benefit about 2.7 million farmers from five districts of
West Bengal with better irrigation services and improved protection
against annual flooding to mitigate the impact of climate change.
The total value of the project is $413.8 million, co-financed between the
AIIB ($145 million), IBRD ($145 million) and the Government of West
Bengal ($123.8 million). The $145 million loan from the AIIB has a 6-year
grace period, and a maturity of 24 years.
Damodar River?
Damodar River is a river flowing across the Indian states of Jharkhand and
West Bengal.
It was known as the Sorrow of Bengal because of its ravaging floods in
the plains of West Bengal.
It has a number of tributaries and sub-tributaries, such as Barakar, Konar,
Bokaro, Haharo, Jamunia, Ghari, Guaia, Khadia and Bhera.

Implications to static GS topics




Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
Damoder valley project
Laws governing Multipurpose projects in India

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
To give a boost to domestic defence and aerospace manufacturing,
Defence minister of India has approved the launch of Defence Testing
Infrastructure Scheme (DTIS) with an outlay of Rs 400 crore for
creating state of the art testing infrastructure for this sector.
About:
Target PCS Lucknow
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It envisages to setup six to eight new test facilities in partnership with
private industry. This will facilitate indigenous defence production,
consequently reduce imports of military equipment and help make the
country self-reliant.
The projects under the Scheme will be provided with up to 75%
government funding in the form of ‘Grant-in-Aid’.
The remaining 25% of the project cost will have to be borne by the
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) whose constituents will be Indian private
entities and State Governments. The SPVs under the Scheme will be
registered under Companies Act 2013 and shall also operate and maintain
all assets under the Scheme, in a self-sustainable manner by collecting
user charges.
While majority of test facilities are expected to come up in the two
Defence Industrial Corridors (DICs), the Scheme is not limited to setting
up Test Facilities in the DICs only.

Implications to static GS topics



Schemes of Defence ministry.
India’s Defence equipment manufacturing.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister announced the 3rd Tranche of measures under
Atmanirbhar Bharat to strengthen Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Processing Sectors.

Important points for Prelims







Measures to strengthen Infrastructure Logistics and Capacity
Building for Agriculture & Allied Sectors:
Financing facility of Rs. One Lakh crore will be provided for funding
Agriculture Infrastructure Projects at farm-gate & aggregation points. It
will be financed and managed by the National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NABARD).
A Rs. 10,000 crore scheme will be launched for Formalisation of Micro
Food Enterprises (MFE). It will help 2 lakh MFEs who need technical
upgradation to attain FSSAI food standards, build brands and marketing.
The Government will launch the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY) with an outlay of Rs 20,000 crore for marine and inland
fisheries.
An Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund of Rs. 15,000
crore will be set up to support private investment in Dairy Processing,
value addition and cattle feed infrastructure.
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The National Medicinal Plants Board (NMPB) will cover 10,00,000 hectare
under Herbal cultivation in next two years with outlay of Rs. 4,000 crore.
Beekeeping initiatives (worth Rs 500 crore): Government will implement a
scheme for Infrastructure development related to Integrated Beekeeping
Development Centres, Collection, Marketing and Storage Centres, PostHarvest & value Addition facilities etc; and Implementation of standards &
Developing traceability system.
“Operation Greens” run by Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MOFPI)
will be extended from Tomatoes, onion and potatoes (TOP) crops to ALL
fruit and vegetables

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Government of India and the World Bank signed an agreement for
$750 million of $1 billion assistance proposed for Accelerating India’s
COVID-19 Social Protection Response Programme to support India’s
efforts at protecting vulnerable households impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic.
Important points for Prelims







The programme will be implemented by the Ministry of Finance,
Government of India.
This takes the total commitment from the Bank towards emergency
COVID-19 response in India to $2 billion. A $1 billion support was
announced earlier in April 2020.
This new support will be funded in two phases – an immediate allocation
of $750 million for fiscal year 2020 and a $250 million second tranche that
will be made available for fiscal year 2021.
The first phase will be implemented countrywide through the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY). It will immediately help scaleup cash transfers and food benefits using platforms of Public Distribution
System (PDS) and Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT).
In the second phase, additional cash and in-kind benefits based on local
needs will be extended through state governments and portable social
protection delivery systems.

Implications to static GS topics




World Bank; what is it and when it was formed.
Headquarter of World bank.
Role of World bank.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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The Supreme Court (SC) has ruled that all co-operative banks in the
country could make use of the SARFAESI Act to make recovery against
defaulting persons.
Important points for Prelims






Recent Ruling:
The SC held that all such cooperative banks involved in the activities
related to banking are covered within the meaning of ‘banking company’.
The cooperative banks cannot carry on any activity without compliance of
the provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 and any other
legislation applicable to such banks relatable to banking,” the five-judge
bench said.
In the past, there have been calls to notify non-scheduled urban
cooperative banks as ‘financial institutions’ so they could make use of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) to recover money.

Implications to static GS topics





Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002
SARFAESI Act allows banks and other financial institution to auction
residential or commercial properties (of Defaulter) to recover loans.
The Act provides three alternative methods for recovery of nonperforming assets, namely: (1) Securitisation, (2) Asset Reconstruction
and (3) Enforcement of Security without the intervention of the Court.
The first asset reconstruction company (ARC) of India, ARCIL, was set up
under this act.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has announced that listed
companies that come out with rights issues before July 31 would not be
required to notify shareholders about the issue through postal services
because of transport restrictions due to the Covid-19 outbreak.
Important points for Prelims





A rights issue is an offering of shares made to existing shareholders in
proportion to their existing shareholding.
Companies often offer shares in a rights issue at a discount on the market
price.
Rights issues are used by companies seeking to raise capital without
increasing debt.
Shareholders are not obliged to purchase shares offered in a rights issue.
However, not participating in a rights issue may dilute their overall stake
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in the company, as there would be a larger number of outstanding shares
of the company post the issue.
The recent clarification by MCA was issued under Section 62(2) of
Companies Act, 2013.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister announced the 4th Tranche of measures for
reforms in the eight sectors of Coal, Minerals, Defence production, Civil
Aviation, Power Sector, Social Infrastructure, Space and Atomic energy
under Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan.
Important points for Prelims















Space Sector: Private sector will be allowed to use ISRO facilities and
other relevant assets to improve their capacities. Future projects for
planetary exploration, outer space travel etc shall also be open for private
sector.
Atomic energy: Research reactor in PPP mode for production of medical
isotopes shall be established. Facilities in PPP mode to use irradiation
technology for food preservation shall also be established.
Social Infrastructure: For boosting private sector investment,
Government will enhance the quantum of Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
upto 30% each of Total Project Cost as VGF by the Centre and
State/Statutory Bodies.
Civil Aviation Sector: Restrictions on utilisation of the Indian Air Space
will be eased so that civilian flying becomes more efficient. India to
become a global hub for Aircraft Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul
(MRO).
Mineral Sector: A Composite exploration-cum-mining-cum-production
regime for minerals to be announced for enhancing Private Investments in
the Mineral Sector. The distinction between captive and non-captive mines
to allow transfer of mining leases and sale of surplus unused minerals
production shall be removed.
Coal Sector: Commercial Mining in Coal Sector on revenue sharing basis
instead of regime of fixed Rupee/tonne to be introduced. Coal Bed
Methane (CBM) extraction rights will be auctioned from Coal India
Limited’s (CIL) coal mines.
Defence Sector: FDI limit in the Defence manufacturing under automatic
route will be raised from 49% to 74%. A list of weapons/platforms for ban
on import will be notified. Corporatisation of Ordnance Factory Board to be
implemented for improving autonomy and efficiency in Ordnance Supplies.
Power Sector: Power Departments / Utilities in Union Territories will be
privatised.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Union Finance Minister announced the 5th and last Tranche of measures
towards Government Reforms and Enablers under Aatma Nirbhar Bharat
Abhiyaan.
Important points for Prelims
Measures announced:


The Government will allocate an additional Rs 40,000 crore under
MGNREGA to provide employment boost.
 There will be Decriminalisation of Companies Act violations involving
minor technical and procedural defaults such as shortcomings in CSR
reporting, delay in holding of AGM etc. to de-clog the criminal courts and
NCLT.
 Public Expenditure on Health will be increased by investing in grass root
health institutions and ramping up Health and Wellness Centres in rural
and urban areas. Infectious Diseases Hospital Blocks to be setup in all
districts.
 Government will announce a new Public Sector Enterprise Policy whereby
List of strategic sectors requiring presence of PSEs in public interest will
be notified. In strategic sectors, at least one enterprise will remain in the
public sector but private sector will also be allowed. In other sectors, PSEs
will be privatized.
 Centre has decided to increase borrowing limits of States from 3% to 5%
for 2020-21 only. This will give States extra resources of Rs. 4.28 lakh
crore.
 Technology Driven Education with Equity post-COVID:
 PM eVIDYA, a programme for multi-mode access to digital/online
education to be launched immediately.
 Manodarpan, an initiative for psycho-social support for students, teachers
and families for mental health and emotional well-being to be launched
immediately as well.
 National Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Mission for ensuring that
every child attains Learning levels and outcomes in grade 5 by 2025 will
be launched by December 2020.
 Further enhancement of Ease of Doing Business through IBC related
measures:
 Minimum threshold to initiate insolvency proceedings has been raised to
Rs. 1 crore (from Rs. 1 lakh, which largely insulates MSMEs). Suspension
of fresh initiation of insolvency proceedings up to one year, depending
upon the pandemic situation.
 Central Government to be empowered to exclude COVID 19 related debt
from the definition of “default” under the Code for the purpose of
triggering insolvency proceedings.
 Ease of Doing Business for Corporates: Key reforms include –
 Direct listing of securities by Indian public companies in permissible
foreign jurisdictions.
 Private companies which list NCDs on stock exchanges not to be
regarded as listed companies. Power to create additional/
specialized benches to be granted for NCLAT.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has relaxed the 25
per cent Minimum Public Shareholding (MPS) norm.
Important points for Prelims








The rules have been relaxed for listed entities for whom the deadline to
comply with MPS requirements falls between the period from March 1,
2020 to August 31, 2020. Under SEBI norms, listed entities are required
to have at least 25 per cent public shareholding.
SEBI has advised stock exchanges not to take penal action till August
2020 in case of non-compliance. The SEBI move is aimed at easing such
compliance rules amid the disruptions caused by the coronavirus
pandemic.
Background:
Many public sector companies are yet to fulfill the 25 per cent minimum
public shareholding norms, and have been seeking deadline extensions.
In July 2019, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her maiden Budget
speech urged SEBI to consider increasing the minimum public holding in
listed firms to 35 per cent from 25 per cent. However, SEBI board is yet
to take a view on this proposal.

Implications to static GS topics





SEBI; when it was founded.
Headquarters of SEBI.
Laws and rules of SEBI.
Role of SEBI in Indian economy.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister announced several initiatives to boost Education
Sector.
Important points for Prelims



A comprehensive initiative called PM e-VIDYA will be launched which
unifies all efforts related to digital/online/on-air education. This will enable
multi-mode access to education, and includes:
DIKSHA (one nation-one digital platform) which will now become the
nation’s digital infrastructure for providing quality e-content in school
education for all the states/UTs;
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TV (one class-one channel) where one dedicated channel per grade for
each of the classes 1 to 12 will provide access to quality educational
material;
SWAYAM online courses in MOOCS format for school and higher
education;
IITPAL for IITJEE/NEET preparation; and
study material for the differently abled developed on Digitally
Accessible Information System (DAISY) and in sign language on
NIOS website/ YouTube.
The Manodarpan initiative is being launched to provide psychosocial
support to students, teachers and families for mental health and
emotional wellbeing through a website, a toll-free helpline, national
directory of counselors, interactive chat platform, etc.
Government is expanding e-learning in higher education. Top 100
universities will start online courses. Also, online component in
conventional Universities and ODL programmes will also be raised from
present 20% to 40%.
It has been decided to prepare a new National Curriculum and
Pedagogical Framework for school education, teacher education and
early childhood stage to prepare students and future teachers as per
global benchmarks.

Implications to static GS topics



Different schemes of Education department
A National Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Mission will be launched,
for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily attains
foundational literacy and numeracy. This mission will cover the learning
needs of nearly 4 crore children in the age group of 3 to 11 years.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Government has notified cut in Employees Provident Fund (EPF)
contribution to 10% for May, June, July.
Important points for Prelims






The Centre has notified the reduction in statutory rate of contributions
from 12 per cent to 10 per cent for wage months period from May to July,
2020 for all class of establishments covered under the Employees
Provident Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 .
Reduction in rate of EPF contributions from 12 per cent to 10 percent of
basic wages and Dearness allowances is intended to benefit both 4.3
Crore employees. As a result of reduction in statutory rate of
contributions, the employee will have a higher take home pay.
Exemptions?
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 This reduction of rate of contribution is not applicable to establishments
like Central and State Public Sector enterprises or any other establishment
owned or controlled by or under control of the Central or State
Government.
 The reduced rate is also not applicable for Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana-PMGKY beneficiaries.
Implications to static GS topics





EPFO, when it was started.
Benefits of EPFO.
EPFO schemes old and current
Labour laws in India.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Days after changing the definition of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), the government has decided to further revise the
criteria for medium units by enhancing the investment and turnover
limits to up to Rs.50 crore and Rs.200 crore respectively.
Important points for Prelims












As per the revised definition, any firm with investment up to Rs.1 crore
and turnover under Rs.5 crore will be classified as “micro”.
A company with investment up to Rs.10 crore and turnover up to
Rs.50 crore will be classified as “small” and a firm with investment up
to Rs.20 crore and turnover under Rs.100 crore will be classified as
“medium”.
The previous criteria for classifying enterprises in the “medium”
category was investment up to Rs.10 crore and turnover of up to Rs.5
crore.
SwasthVayu
CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), Bengaluru, has
developed a BiPAP Non Invasive Ventilator “SwasthVayu” for COVID 19.
CSIR-NAL is a constituent of lab of CSIR.
The ventilator is a microcontroller-based precise closed-loop adaptive
control system with a built-in biocompatible 3D printed manifold &
coupler with HEPA filter (Highly Efficient Particulate Air Filter).
The portable ventilator was developed in a record 36 days.
Mission Sagar
Indian Naval Ship Kesari recently departed
for Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, to
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provide food items, COVID related Medicines as part of the
Government of India outreach programme.
This deployment, being called as ‘Mission Sagar’, is in line with the
Prime Minister’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region
‘SAGAR.’
Defence Research Ultraviolet Sanitiser (DRUVS)
It is an automated contactless UVC sanitisation cabinet developed by
Hyderabad based Research Centre Imarat (RCI), a DRDO lab.
It can be used to sanitise mobile phones, iPads, laptops, currency
notes, passbooks, envelopes, etc.
It provides 360 degree exposure of UVC to the objects placed inside
the cabinet.
The RCI has also developed an automated UVC currency
sanitising device, called NOTESCLEAN.
Anakkampoyil-Kalladi-Meppadi Road Tunnel
The government has cleared the construction of a ₹658 crore two-lane
tunnel road in the Anakkampoyil-Kalladi-Meppadi corridor that
would run parallel to the landslip-prone Thamarassery pass that
links Kozhikode to Wayanad.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Cabinet has approved additional funding of up to Rs. three lakh
crore through introduction of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS).
Important points for Prelims






The Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) has been
formulated as a specific response to the unprecedented situation caused
by COVID-19 and the consequent lockdown, which has severely impacted
manufacturing and other activities in the MSME sector.
Under the scheme, all MSME borrower accounts with outstanding credit of
up to Rs. 25 crore as on 29.2.2020 and with an annual turnover of up to
Rs. 100 crore would be eligible for Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line
(GECL) funding.
The scheme would be applicable to all loans sanctioned under GECL during
the period from the date of announcement of the Scheme to 31.10.2020,
or till an amount of three lakh crore is sanctioned under the GECL,
whichever is earlier.

Implications to static GS topics



Schemes of MSME sector.
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
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NEWS
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the
methodology for auction of coal and lignite mines or blocks for sale of
coal or lignite on revenue sharing basis and increasing the tenure of
coking coal linkage.
Important points for Prelims















This methodology provides that bid parameter will be on revenue sharing
basis. The bidders would be required to bid for a percentage share of
revenue payable to the Government.
The floor price shall be 4 per cent of the revenue share.
Bids would be accepted in multiples of 0.5 per cent of the revenue share
till the percentage of revenue share is up to 10 per cent and thereafter
bids would be accepted in multiples of 0.25 per cent of the revenue share.
There shall be no restriction on the sale or utilization of coal from the coal
mine.
The entire revenue from the auction or allotment of coal mines would
accrue to the coal bearing States.
Tenure of coking coal linkage in the non-regulated sector linkage auction
has been increased upto 30 years.
Upfront amount:
Successful Bidder shall be required to make monthly payments which shall
be determined as product of:
percentage of revenue share (final bid),
quantity of coal on which the statutory royalty is payable during the
month andnotional price or actual price whichever is higher.
The Upfront Amount shall be 0.25 per cent of the value of estimated
geological reserves of the coal mine payable in 4 equal installments.
However, the upfront amount payable shall be as per actual calculation as
per above method or as per ceiling mentioned here, whichever is lower.
If Geological Reserves in mine upto 200s tonne, the upper ceiling of
upfront amount will be Rs. 100 crore.
If Geological Reserves in mine is over 200 tonnes, the upper ceiling of
upfront amount will be Rs. 500 crore. It also permits commercial
exploitation of the CBM present in the mining lease area.

Implications to static GS topics







Coal reserves of India.
Different types of coals.
Coal exported by India.
Coal imported by India.
Coal used in steel industry.
Coal distribution in India
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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The Union Cabinet has approve the proposal of the Ministry of Finance to
launch a new Special Liquidity Scheme for Non-Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs) and Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) to improve
liquidity position of the NBFCs/HFCs.
Important points for Prelims








A large public sector bank would set up an Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
to manage a Stressed Asset Fund (SAF) whose special securities would be
guaranteed by the Government of India and purchased by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) only.
The SPV would issue securities as per requirement subject to the total
amount of securities outstanding not exceeding Rs. 30,000 crore to be
extended by the amount required as per the need.
The securities issued by the SPV would be purchased by RBI and proceeds
thereof would be used by the SPV to acquire the debt of at least
investment grade of short duration (residual maturity of upto 3 months)
of eligible NBFCs / HFCs.
The Scheme will be administered by the Department of Financial Services.
The direct financial implication for the Government is Rs. 5 crore, which
may be the equity contribution to the Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV).

Implications to static GS topics



Laws governing Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and Housing
Finance Companies (HFCs).
Role of Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and Housing Finance
Companies (HFCs) in economy of India.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Coir Geo textiles, a permeable fabric, natural, strong, highly durable,
resistant to rots, moulds and moisture, free from any microbial attack,
has finally been accepted as a good material for rural road construction
under the PMGSY-III.
Important points for Prelims





As per the PMGSY new technology guidelines for road construction, 15%
length in each batch of proposals, is to be constructed using new
technologies. Out of this 5% roads are to be constructed using IRC
accredited technology.
The IRC has now accredited coir Geo textiles for construction of rural
roads. As per these instructions, 5% length of the rural roads under
PMGSY-III will be constructed using Coir Geo textiles.
The decision opens up a huge market potential for Coir Geo-textiles in the
Country and will be a boon to the Covid-19 hit Coir Industry.
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Implications to static GS topics





Laws for coir industry in India.
Schemes for coir industries in India.
India's export of coir.
Production of coir in India.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Government has notified amendments to General Financial Rules (GFR)
to ensure that goods and services valued less than 200 crore rupees are
being procured from domestic firms.
Important points for Prelims





Center has notified the amendments to the GFR 2017 to ensure that
henceforth global tenders will be disallowed in government procurement
up to 200 crore rupees, as announced in the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Package.
It is a big boost to domestic suppliers especially micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs).
Last week, the Union Finance Minister had announced an economic
support package MSMEs, which includes disallowing global tender for
government procurement up to 200 crore rupees.

Implications to static GS topics




What are general finance rules of 2017.
When was it launched
It’s implications to different MSME sectors.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
NTPC Ltd., The PSU under Ministry of Power and Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation Limited (ONGC), The PSU under Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas, have signed a MoU to set up a Joint Venture Company for
Renewable Energy business.
Important points for Prelims


As per the MoU, NTPC and ONGC will explore the setting up of offshore
wind and other Renewable Energy Projects in India and overseas. They
shall also explore opportunities in the fields of sustainability, storage, Emobility and ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) compliant
projects.
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The MoU will enable both companies to accelerate their footprint in
Renewable Energy.

Implications to static GS topics



What are PSUs ?
Different schemes of Ministry of Power and Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation Limited. What are renewable energy. Various government
schemes to set up renewable energy projects.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
RBI announced another set of measures for strengthening the Economy
in the uncertain times ushered in by the COVID-19 pandemic. This
follows the earlier sets of measures announced by RBI on April 17, 2020
and on March 27, 2020.
Important points for Prelims













List of measures:
The repo rate has been reduced by 40 basis points from 4.4% to
4.0%. The Marginal Standing Facility rate and the Bank rate have been
reduced from 4.65% to 4.25%. The reverse repo rate has been reduced
from 3.75% to 3.35%.
States have allowed to borrow more from Consolidated Sinking Fund
which is being maintained by state governments as a buffer for repayment
of their liabilities.
There is Relaxation of Rules under Voluntary Retention Route (VRR),
an investment window provided by RBI to Foreign Portfolio Investors,
which provides easier rules in return for a commitment to make higher
investments.
The RBI had, on April 17, 2020, announced a special refinance facility
of ₹15,000 crore to SIDBI at RBI’s policy repo rate for a period of 90
days. This facility has now been extended by another 90 days.
The maximum permissible period of pre-shipment and postshipment export credit sanctioned by banks to exporters has been
increased from the existing one year to 15 months, for disbursements
made up to July 31, 2020.
A line of credit of ₹15,000 crore will be given to the EXIM Bank, for
financing India’s foreign trade. The loan facility has been given for a
period of 90 days, with a provision to extend it by one year.
The time period for import payments against normal imports into
India has been extended from six months to twelve months from the date
of shipment.
The maximum credit which banks can extend to a particular
corporate group has been increased from 25% to 30% of the bank’s
eligible capital base.
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Lending institutions have been allowed to convert the accumulated
interest on working capital facilities over the total deferment period
of 6 months into a funded interest term loan, to be fully repaid during the
course of the current financial year, ending March 31, 2021.

Implications to static GS topics





What is RBI.
Different economic activities governed by RBI.
Repo rate and Reverse repo rate.
Credit line. EXIM banks.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Central Government released the Ninth Edition of the Status Paper
on the Government Debt, which provides a detailed analysis of the
Overall Debt Position of the Government of India.
Important points for Prelims




This document covers details of the financing operations of fiscal deficit of
the Central Government during the year 2018-19. It also contains Debt
Management Strategy of the Central Government for the financial years
from 2019-20 to 2021-22.
The Central Government has been bringing-out a Status Paper on
Government Debt since 2010-11.

Key highlights of 9th edition:







The central government’s debt as a percentage of gross domestic product
(GDP) dropped marginally by 0.1% from 45.8% in fiscal 2017-18 to
45.7% or Rs 86.73 lakh crore in FY19.
the general government debt to GDP ratio, which includes the combined
debt of the Centre and states, declined by 0.1% from 68.7% in March
2018 to 68.6% or Rs 1.3 crore crore (Rs 130 trillion) in March last year.
As external debt stood at 2.7% of GDP or Rs 5.12 lakh crore in FY19.
Around 94.1% of the Centre’s liabilities consisted of domestic debt in
FY19, of which 84.4% or Rs 59.68 lakh crore was made up of marketable
securities.
The tenure of the longest security was 37 years.
The average interest cost (AIC) for the Centre remained unchanged over
FY18 to FY19 at 7.1%. Thus nominal GDP growth net of AIC was 3.9% in
FY19, however, this was within the limits of sustainable debt parameters.

Implications to static GS topics



What is Status Paper on the Government Debt?
What is GDP.
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Current GDP of India.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas reviewed pipeline projects worth
approx. Rs. 8000 Crore, under various stages of implementation by oil
and gas companies.
Important points for Prelims





GAIL (India) Ltd. is executing Jagdishpur-Haldia-Bokaro-Dhamra Pipeline
(JHBDPL) of length 2,655 km under Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project to
connect Eastern India with the West to Central natural gas pipeline
corridor.
The Indradhanush Gas Grid Ltd. (lGGL), the natural gas pipeline grid
being developed in the north-east, will ensure uninterrupted supply of
natural gas to all the 8 north-eastern states.
Indian Oil is implementing 1450 km long natural gas pipeline project in
southern India, with a project cost of ₹6025 crore.

Implications to static GS topics



Different government projects related to oil and petroleum pipelines.
When was indradhanush gas grid Limited became operational India's
major gas and oil pipeline projects within the country and with other
countries.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
PANDESSION
Economists around the world are searching for the right terminology to
describe the biggest economic crisis since the Great Depression.
Important points for Prelims
Suggestions made:




The IMF calls it the Great Lockdown. At its spring meetings in April -held virtually this year -- the International Monetary Fund used that
phrase to summarize how the world economy had been upended.
Morgan Stanley says it’s the Great Covid-19 Recession, or GCR for
short to reflects its expectations for the deepest peacetime contraction in
global growth since the Great Depression.
Ed Yardeni, who coined the term “bond vigilantes" back in the 1980s, has
named this the Great Virus Crisis.
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There’s even a suggestion to call it a Pandession, as suggested by
economist David McWilliams, who previously worked for the Central Bank
of Ireland and lenders including BNP Paribas. A Pandession is a new word
because it is a new thing.
Economists with Bloomberg Economics have used phrases such as the
Global Hard Stop or the Virus Recession.
As for the origins of the ‘Great Depression,’ it’s a term that was used by
various U.S. presidents and others such as British economist Lionel
Robbins, who published a book in 1934 titled “The Great Depression."

Implications to static GS topics




Major events of economic slowdown around the world .
Currencies of different countries.
Major stock exchanges of various countries.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Union Finance Minister formally launched a facility for instant
allotment of online PAN (permanent account number) card (on near to
real time basis) on furnishing of Aadhaar details.
Important points for Prelims




This facility is now available for those PAN applicants who possess a valid
Aadhaar number and have a mobile number registered with Aadhaar. The
allotment process is paperless and an electronic PAN (e-PAN) is issued to
the applicants free of cost.
In the Union Budget, 2020, Finance Minister had announced that in order
to ease the process of allotment of PAN, she will soon launch a system
under which PAN shall be instantly allotted online on the basis of Aadhaar
without any requirement for filling up of detailed application form.”

Implications to static GS topics





Permanent Account Number (PAN) is a ten-digit alphanumeric number
issued by the Income Tax Department.
PAN enables the department to link all transactions of the "person" with
the department. These transactions include tax payments, TDS/TCS
credits, returns of income, specified transactions, correspondence, and so
on. PAN, thus, acts as an identifier for the "person" with the tax
department.
It is mandatory to quote PAN on return of income, all correspondence with
any income tax authority. From 1 January 2005 it has become mandatory
to quote PAN on challans for any payments due to Income Tax
Department.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Finance Minister chaired the 22nd Meeting of the Financial
Stability and Development Council (FSDC) to review the current global
and domestic macro-economic situation, financial stability and
vulnerabilities issues etc.
Important points for Prelims



















Background: It was setup in 2010 by Indian Government as an executive
body. It replaced the High Level Coordination Committee on Financial
Markets (HLCCFM). The idea to create such a super regulatory body was
first mooted by the Raghuram Rajan Committee in 2008.
Status: FSDC is not a statutory body. No funds are separately allocated
to the council for undertaking its activities.
Objective: Its objectives are to strengthen and institutionalize the
mechanism for maintaining financial stability and Enhancing interregulatory coordination.
Composition: It is chaired by the Union Finance Minister of India. The
other 12 members are
Governor, RBI,
Chairman, SEBI,
Chairman, IRDA,
Chairman, PFRDA,
Minister of state responsible for the Department of Economic Affairs
(DEA),
Secretary of Department of Electronics and Information Technology’,
Revenue secretary,
Finance Secretary and/or Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs;
Secretary, Department of Financial Services;
Secretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs,
Chief Economic Adviser and
Chairperson of the Insolvency & Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI).
Sub-committee of FSDC: A sub-committee of FSDC has also been set up
under the chairmanship of Governor RBI. It discusses and decides on a
range of issues relating to financial sector development and stability
including substantive issues relating to inter-regulatory coordination.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Ministry of Tribal Affairs has announced inclusion of 23 additional Minor
Forest Produce (MFP) items in Minimum Support Price (MSP) list. They
include Van Tulsi seeds, Van Jeera, Mushroom, Black Rice and Johar Rice
among others.
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Important points for Prelims






The decision enhancing the coverage from 50 to 73 items comes in view
of the COVID-19 pandemic so that much needed support could be
provided to the tribal MFP gatherers.
The Ministry has provided flexibility to States to fix MSP upto 10% higher
or lower than MSP declared by the Government.
This was done under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme titled "Mechanism
for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and development of value chain of MFP" which
was launched in 2011.
TRIFED is the nodal agency for the implementation of the scheme.

Implications to static GS topics





What is minimum support price.
Minimum support price of various food grains in India.
Factors affecting minimum support price for stop use of minimum support
prices for agriculture in India.
Major minor forest produce of India

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Foreign direct investment (FDI) in India grew by 13% to a record of
$49.97 billion in the 2019-20 financial year, according to official data
released by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT).
Important points for Prelims








FDI into India rose 13% to a record $49.97 billion in FY2019-20 from
$44.36 billion a year earlier.
While FDI through FIPB route/RBI’s Automatic Route/Acquisition Route
rose 13% on year, total FDI that also includes equity capital of
unincorporated bodies, reinvested earnings and other capital was up 18%
on year to $73.45 billion, more than double from $36.04 billion in 201314.
Sectors which attracted maximum foreign inflows during 2019-20 include
services ($7.85 billion), computer software and hardware ($7.67 billion),
telecommunications ($4.44 billion), trading ($4.57 billion), automobile
($2.82 billion), construction ($2 billion), and chemicals ($1 billion).
Singapore emerged as the largest source of FDI in India during the
last fiscal with $14.67 billion investments followed by Mauritius ($8.24
billion).
Among states, Maharashtra garnered the highest share of FDI at
30% with investments clocking $7.26 billion. Karnataka and Delhi followed
with 18% and 17% share, respectively.
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Implications to static GS topics


India's foreign direct investment policies
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

The Office of Economic Adviser, Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) released the Index of Eight Core Industries
(Base: 2011-12=100) for the Month of April, 2020.
Important points for Prelims






The growth rate of Index of Eight Core Industries for April 2020 declined
by 38.1% (provisional) compared to decline of 9% (provisional) previous
month of March 2020.
In view of nationwide lockdown during April 2020 due to COVID-19
pandemic, various industries viz. Coal, Cement, Steel, Natural Gas,
Refinery, Crude Oil etc. experienced substantial loss of production.
Production of coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertiliser,
steel, cement and electricity contracted by 15.5%, 6.4%, 19.9%, 24.2%,
4.5%, 83.9%, 86%, 22.8%, respectively.
The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 per cent of the weight of items
included in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).
During 2019-20, core industries recorded 0.6% growth against 4.4% in
2018-19.

Implications to static GS topics


What are eight core industries of India.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics, has released
the Provisional Estimates of National Income for the financial year
2019-20 and Quarterly Estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for
the fourth quarter (January-March) of 2019-20, both at Constant (201112) and Current Prices.
Important points for Prelims


Real GDP or Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Constant (2011-12)
Prices in the year 2019-20 is now estimated to attain a level of ₹
145.66 lakh crore.
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The growth in GDP during 2019-20 is estimated at 4.2 percent as
compared to 6.1 percent in 2018-19. This is the lowest annual growth rate
of GDP registered under the new GDP data series which uses 2011-12 as
the base year.
GDP at Current Prices in the year 2019-20 is estimated to attain a
level of ₹ 203.40 lakh crore, as against the First Revised Estimates of ₹
189.71 lakh crore in 2018-19, showing a growth rate of 7.2 percent as
compared to 11.0 percent in 2018-19.
The Per Capita Income in real terms (at 2011-12 Prices) during
2019-20 is estimated to attain a level of ₹ 94,954 as compared to ₹
92,085 in the year 2018-19, resulting in growth of 3.1 percent during
2019-20, as against 4.8 per cent in the previous year.
The Per Capita Income at current prices during 2019-20 is
estimated to be ₹ 134,226, showing a rise of 6.1 percent as compared to ₹
1,26,521 during 2018-19.
GDP at Constant (2011-12) Prices in Q4 of 2019-20 is estimated at ₹
38.04 lakh crore, as against ₹ 36.90 lakh crore in Q4 of 2018-19, showing
a growth of 3.1 percent.
Comment
This sharp deceleration in nominal GDP growth shows the continued
weakening of India’s growth momentum even before it was hit by the
Covid-19 induced lockdown in the last week of March.

Implications to static GS topics




GDP of India and its impact on economic health of the country.
Real and gross GDP.
National statistical office its headquarters role and when it was formed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
India’s fiscal deficit widened to 4.6% of the gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2019-20 mainly on account of poor revenue realisation,
according to official data provided by the Controller General of Accounts
(CGA).
Important points for Prelims





The fiscal deficit for 2019-20 worked out to be 4.59% of the GDP. The
deficit, which signifies the gap between government revenue and
expenditure, is higher than the revised estimate of 3.8% for the fiscal.
The revenue deficit for 2019-20 was 3.27% of the GDP. The effective
revenue deficit was 2.36%.
Revenue receipts during the year worked out to be only 90% of the
revised estimate. In absolute terms, total receipts of the government were
₹17.5 lakh crore against the estimate of ₹19.31 lakh crore.
The data showed the government’s total expenditure was ₹26.86 lakh
crore, lower than the ₹26.98 lakh crore projected earlier.
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Implications to static GS topics




Real and gross GDP.
Fiscal and revenue deficit.
Comptroller and Auditor General of India

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Environment
NEWS
Locusts normally arrive during July-October, but have already been
spotted in Rajasthan. At a time India is battling Covid, they present a
new worry with their potential for exponential growth and crop
destruction.
Important points for Prelims
 Locusts are a group of short-horned grasshoppers that multiply in
numbers as they migrate long distances in destructive swarms (up to
150km in one day).
 Four species of locusts are found in India: Desert locust (Schistocerca
gregaria), Migratory locust (Locusta migratoria), Bombay Locust
(Nomadacris succincta) and Tree locust (Anacridium sp.).
 How do they inflict damage
 The desert locust is regarded as the most destructive pest in India as well
as internationally, with a small swarm covering one square kilometre
being able to consume the same amount of food in one day as 35,000
people.
 The swarms devour leaves, flowers, fruits, seeds, bark and growing
points, and also destroy plants by their sheer weight as they descend on
them in massive numbers.
 How seriously should the first sightings of the locusts be viewed
 There’s nothing much to worry right now, as the rabi crop has already
been harvested and farmers are yet to commence plantings for the new
kharif season.
 Besides, these have been low-density nymphs in “2nd to 4th instar”
stages or immature winged adults. No breeding or swarm movement has
also been seen so far.
 The timing, though, is cause for concern. The normal breeding season for
locusts in India is July-October. But this time, they have been sighted by
mid-April. They could, nevertheless, breed to high enough populations for
forming swarming and wreaking havoc during the rabi season.
 How can locusts be controlled
 Controlling desert locust swarms primarily uses organophosphate
chemicals by vehicle-mounted and aerial sprayers, and to a lesser extent
by knapsack and hand-held sprayers.
 Extensive research is ongoing regarding biological control and other
means of non-chemical control with the current focus on pathogens and
insect growth regulators. Control by natural predators and parasites so far
is limited since locusts can quickly move away from most natural enemies.
 While people and birds often eat locusts, this is not enough to significantly
reduce population levels over large areas.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Tiger Population Rises to 96 in West Bengal’s Sundarbans
Important points for Prelims
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The number of Royal Bengal Tigers in West Bengal’s Sundarbans has risen
to 96, up by eight, according to the latest census.
The increase in the number by eight is significant as it is the highest
annual jump reported from the Sundarbans.
Background:
In 2017-18, the total count of Royal Bengal Tiger in Sundrabans was 87.
Forest Department has taken various steps to increase the mangrove
cover in the Sundarbans region to improve the tiger habitat’s condition.
About Sundarbans:
The Sundarbans comprises hundreds of islands and a network of rivers,
tributaries and creeks in the delta of the Ganga and the Brahmaputra at
the mouth of the Bay of Bengal in India and Bangladesh.
Located on the southwestern part of the delta, the Indian Sundarban
constitutes over 60% of the country’s total mangrove forest area.
It is the 27th Ramsar Site in India, and with an area of 4,23,000 hectares
is now the largest protected wetland in the country.
The Indian Sundarban, also a UNESCO world heritage site, is home to the
Royal Bengal Tiger.
It is also home to a large number of “rare and globally threatened species,
such as the critically endangered northern river terrapin (Batagur baska),
the endangered Irrawaddy dolphin (Orcaella brevirostris), and the
vulnerable fishing cat (Prionailurus viverrinus).”
Two of the world’s four horseshoe crab species, and eight of India’s 12
species of kingfisher are also found here. Recent studies claim that the
Indian Sundarban is home to 2,626 faunal species and 90% of the
country’s mangrove varieties.

Implications to static GS topics





What are Sunderbans famous for
What flora and fauna are found in Sunderbans
Where are sunderbans located
Preservation projects for sunderbans wetlands
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

A gas leak has claimed at least eight lives and affected thousands of
residents in Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. The source of the leak
was a styrene plant owned by South Korean electronics giant LG,
located at RRV Puram near Gopalapatnam, about 15 kms from the coast
city.
Important points for Prelims
 What is Styrene?
 Styrene — an organic compound used in the production of polymers,
plastics and resins is manufactured in petrochemical refineries.
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 It is a poisonous, inflammable gas.
 It is used in the production of polystyrene plastics and resins.
 These materials are subsequently used in food packaging, rubber, plastic,
insulation, fiberglass, pipes and automobile parts.
 It is also known as PVC gas (polyvinyl chloride), as it is used in the
production of PVC.
 Styrene is the 20th most-used chemical in the world, according to the
World Health Organization.
 Where it can be found?
 The chemical can be found in air, water and soil once released into the
environment. It is broken down in air in 1-2 days, while it evaporates
from soil and shallow water surfaces. It is broken down by microorganisms if it reaches soil.
 How it affects living beings?
 It can enter the human body through breathing, eating food and contact
through skin.
 Once it enters the human body, styrene takes a few days to break down
into other chemicals and pass through urine.
 It is the most harmful in its most basic form as a monomer (a single unit
of styrene).
 When humans are exposed to styrene, it causes eye irritation and gastrointestinal effects.
 It also impacts the outer layer of tissues in the skin causing erosion and
bleeding in the short term.
 Long-term effects include central nervous system dysfunction, depression,
hearing loss and peripheral neuropathy (a numb feeling in the hands and
feet).
 It also leads to an increase in the colour confusion index that may lead to
colour blindness.
 Animal studies show they are more sensitive to styrene exposure and
suffer greater effects. The styrene concentrations that cause these effects
are more than a thousand times higher than the levels normally found in
the environment.
 Styrene is a possible carcinogen and can cause cancer under long
exposure.
 How people are treated?
 The most important immediate treatment is to give oxygen to affected
people. The people in the zone also need to be evacuated as long-term
exposure can be detrimental to their health.
 Concerns ahead:
 Styrene at the levels of 300-375 ppb for a short period can cause
neurological disorders and levels less than this can cause other health
impacts.
 It stays in air for weeks and is highly reactive. It can also combine with
oxygen to form styrene dioxide which is more lethal.
 Way ahead:
 Risks are unavoidable while operating petrochemical units, which is why
countries in the European Union are moving towards green approaches
such as bioplastics which will reduce the demand for toxic chemicals such
as styrene.
 Research is still underway on biodegradable bioplastics using agricultural
wastes, which could replace polystyrene.
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Implications to static GS topics




Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Enviroment Protection Laws
Enviroment Protection Organisations

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A gas leak from LG Polymers factory situated on the outskirts of
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh killed at least 11 people. The law in
India provides protection to victims of such chemical disasters.
Important points for Prelims







Bhopal Gas Leak (Processing of Claims) Act, 1985 gives powers to
the central government to secure the claims arising out of or connected
with the Bhopal gas tragedy.
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 gives powers to the central
government to undertake measures for improving the environment and
set standards and inspect industrial units.
The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 is an insurance meant to
provide relief to persons affected by accidents that occur while handling
hazardous substances.
Under the National Environment Appellate Authority Act, 1997, the
National Environment Appellate Authority (NEAA) can hear appeals
regarding the restriction of areas in which any industries shall not be
carried out or shall be carried out subject to certain safeguards under the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
National Green Tribunal, 2010, provides for the establishment of a
National Green Tribunal for expeditious disposal of cases related to
environmental protection and conservation of forests.

Implications to static GS topics




Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Enviroment Protection Laws
Enviroment Protection Organisations

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
According to a recent study by ecologists in the Wildlife Institute of
India, Dehradun, over 90% of the potential distribution of the Sal forest
tortoise falls outside current protected area’s network.
Important points for Prelims
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Scientific name: Indotestudo elongate.
Common name: Elongated tortoise, Yellow Tortoise and Sal forest
tortoise.
Distribution: It is a species of tortoise found in Southeast Asia and parts
of the Indian Subcontinent, particularly Northeast India.
Physical description: These up to 1 foot-long tortoises have elongated
somewhat narrow carapaces and yellow heads. Shells are typically a pale
tannish-yellow to caramel color, with blotches of black.
IUCN Red List Status: Critically Endangered.
Population: According to the IUCN the population of the species may
have fallen by about 80% in the last three generations (90 years).
Threats: It is heavily hunted for food and collected both for local use,
such as decorative masks, and international wildlife trade. In china, a
mixture, made by grinding up the tortoise's shell, also serves as an
aphrodisiac.

Implications to static GS topics





Tortoise in India
Major breeding grounds for tortoise in India
Laws governing tortoise conservation in India
Iucn list

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Minister of Environment interacted with Chief Ministers & State
Government Officers of six states viz, Kerala, Karnataka, Goa,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu to discuss issues relating to
notification of Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) pertaining to Western
Ghats.
Important points for Prelims






To protect the bio diversity of Western Ghats while allowing for
sustainable development of the region, Government of India had
constituted a High Level Working Group under the Chairmanship of Dr.
Kasturirangan.
The Committee had recommended that identified geographical areas
falling in the six States of Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Tamil Nadu may be declared as Ecologically Sensitive Areas.
A draft notification was issued in October 2018 mentioning the areas to be
notified in the ESA.
The states expressed their desire to expedite early notification while
protecting interest of ecology and environment.

Implications to static GS topics


Ecological sensitive areas.
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Biodiversity in Western Ghats.
 Newly discovered species of plants and animals in Western Ghats.

Major peaks of Western Ghat.

Tribes of Western Ghat.

Monsoon patterns and rainfall in Western Ghats to stop
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A team of scientists of the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) have reported
the discovery of three new plant species in the evergreen forest patches
of the southern end of the Western Ghats in Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
Important points for Prelims
Eugenia sphaerocarpa:




It belongs to the Myrtaceae or Rose apple family.
A good population of Eugenia sphaerocarpa is growing in the Kakkayam
area of the Malabar wildlife sanctuary in Kerala above 800m.
The epithet ‘sphaerocarpa’ denotes to the large, showy lemon-yellow
spherical fruits. The fruits of Eugenia species are known for their
palatability.

Goniothalamus sericeus:




It belongs to the Annonaceae family of custard apple.
A small number of Goniothalamus sericeus plants has been found in the
Kanyakumari wildlife sanctuary in Tamil Nadu at an altitude of 1400m.
Mature flowers with characteristic greenish-yellow to beige petals are
fragrant while the fruits are very showy and an attractive golden yellow in
colour. Sericeus refers to the presence of dense silky hair on petals.

Memecylon nervosum:




It belongs to the Melastomataceae (Kayamboo or Kaasavu in local
parlance) family.
A small population of nervosum was also found at the Kanyakumari
wildlife sanctuary in Tamil Nadu at an altitude between 700-900m.
The species has showy purplish-blue flowers and mauve to purplish red
fruits. Nervosum refers to the presence of prominently raised lateral and
intramarginal veins on the lower surface of the lamina.

Implications to static GS topics



Evergreen forest of Western Ghats in Kerala and Tamilnadu of Western
Ghats
Newly discovered species of plants and animals in Western Ghats
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A brood of periodical cicadas, noisy insects that breed underground for
as long as 13-17 years are expected to emerge into some states on the
east coast of the US this year.
Important points for Prelims








Cicadas are insects that spend most of their lives underground and
emerge from the soil mainly to mate. Once out of the ground, their life
span is fairly short, somewhere between two-four weeks. The insects are
found in the America’s as well as New Zealand and Australia.
There will be major outbreaks of periodical cicadas in 2020 and 2021.
There are three species of 17-year cicadas and three species of 13-year
cicadas.
The name 13 and 17 year refers to the number of years that cicada
nymphs take to reach adulthood. It is not clear why their development
period is so long.
After emerging from the ground in billions, the cicadas shed their
exoskeletons or outer skins to take their winged form. The lifespan of
adult cicadas is short, about two to four weeks during which time they
feed relatively little and mate.
This year, the grouping dubbed Brood IX will emerge after spending 17
years underground, into states including Southwest Virginia, parts of
North Carolina and West Virginia. The emergence of over 1.5 million
cicadas per acre is expected.

Implications to Static GS Topic



What are Cicadas?
Role of cicadas in ecological balance and biodiversity.

NEWS
Velankanni in Tamil Nadu has thrown up a new species of small
freshwater fish of the family Cyprinidae. The silver-hued fish has been
christened Puntius sanctus — ‘sanctus’ is Latin for holy — after the
popular pilgrim town.
Important points for Prelims



Encountered in a small waterbody in Velankanni, Puntius sanctusgrows to
a length of 7 cm. It is used both as food and as an aquarium draw
The Puntius species are known locally as ‘Paral’ in Kerala and ‘Kende’ in
Tamil Nadu. They are purely freshwater fishes. While the genus shows
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great species richness in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, the specimen from
Velankanni bears “distinct differences” from its Puntius cousins.
Its physical characteristics included a protractible mouth, a pair of
maxillary barbels (a sensory organ near the snout), 24-25 lateral line
scales and 10 pre-dorsal scales.

Implications to Static GS Topic





Role of fishes in marine ecosystem.
Energy and biomass pyramid of marine ecosystem.
Endangered species of fishes.
Newly discovered species of fishes.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Science and Technology
News
Actor Rishi Kapoor died of leukemia
Important points for Prelims





Leukemia is a type of cancer found in blood and bone marrow and is
caused by the rapid production of abnormal white blood cells. These
abnormal white blood cells are not able to fight infection and impair the
ability of the bone marrow to produce red blood cells and platelets.
Leukemia effects in both adults and children. Cause of leukemia remains
unknown.
Treatment of leukemia may involve some combinations of chemotherapy
and Radiation therapy, targeted therapy and bone marrow transplant

Implications to static GS topics
 Bone marrow, components of blood and major components of immune
system
 Bone marrow transplant
 Chemotherapy, Gene therapy, Radiation therapy and targeted therapy
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Actor Irrfan Khan died of Neuroendocrine cancer.
Important points for Prelims



Neuroendocrine cancer is a rare form of Cancer that affects specialised
cells of the body mostly neural and hormone producing cells
This cancer commonly occurs in lungs, pancreas, intestine and rectum.

Implications to static GS topics
 Hormone system
 Cancer types
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Delhi police commissioner launched Ayuraksha initiative.
Important points for Prelims



It is a joint initiative by Delhi police and All India Institute of Ayurveda,
Ministry of Ayush.
2.Tagline: Corona Se Jung – Delhi police ke sang
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The Ayurveda Institute will maintain the help of front line covid-19
warriors likes Delhi police personal through Ayurveda immunity boosting
measures.

Implications to static GS topic
 Ayush Ministry Schemes
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Years of awareness on science and health (YASH)
Important points for Prelims




Launched by National Council for Science and Technology Communication,
Department of Science and Technology
YASH has special focus on covid-19
It is a program on health and risk Communications

Benefits: Minimizing risk and promoting public understanding of safety
measures
Implications to static GS topics
 Viruses: lifecycle and genetic material
 Covid 19
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
There is fear of acute encephalitis syndrome among the villagers and
health officials of Bihar Muzaffarpur and neighboring district amid novel
corona virus disease lockdown
Important points for Prelims





Acute encephalitis syndrome is a term used collectively for Meningitis
caused by bacteria or virus, Japanese encephalitis caused by virus,
Encephalopathy, Cerebral Malaria and Scrub typhus caused by bacteria.
Children with acute encephalitis syndrome have clinical neurological
manifestations which includes mental confusion, disorientation, convulsion
or coma.
Disease most commonly affects children and young adult and lead to
considerable morbidity and mortality.
Caused many times due to eating unripe Litchi fruit on empty stomach as
this fruit contains the toxins hypoglycin A and methylene cyclopropyl
glycine

Implications to static GS topics
 Major diseases caused by virus, bacteria and fungi.
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Hyperglycemia and Hypoglycemia
Cause and symptoms of acute encephalitis syndrome
Japanese encephalitis
Malnutrition and diseases caused by it

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS
Defence Institute of Advanced Technology (DIAT), Pune, a deemed
university supported by Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has developed ‘ATULYA’ as a cost-effective
solution to disintegrate corona virus.
Important points for Prelims



A microwave steriliser named as ‘ATULYA’ can be operated in portable or
fixed installations and helps in disintegrating the virus by differential
heating in the range of 56 to 60 Celsius temperatures.
Atulya is safe to use in Home and Office. It can be used on any surface
except metal.

Implications to static GS topics



Microwaves
Use of micro waves

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A team from Indian Institute of Science in Bengaluru and UK based
University of East Anglia have created a blueprint for accurate
prediction of monsoon, tropical cyclones and other weather related
forecast.
Important points for Prelims





BoBBLE is a joint India-UK project.
It seeks to examine the impact of ocean processes in the Bay of Bengal
(BoB) on the monsoon system.
It is a project funded by Union Ministry of Earth Sciences and the Natural
Environment Research Council of UK.
The Bay of Bengal (BoB) plays a fundamental role in controlling the
weather systems that make up the South Asian summer monsoon system.
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The team carried out studies of oceanographic properties on board RV
Sindhu Sadhana in the southern Bay of Bengal. After which a blueprint for
future weather system observational experiments was created for
accurately forecasting rainfall.

Implications to static GS topics








Countries in BoB region.
Objectives and members of BoBBLE.
What is southwest monsoon?
Factors affecting monsoon in Indian Ocean region.
What are monsoons?
Seasonal winds, water currents?
El nino, La nino

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Some experts have advocated the use of a medical device called the
‘pulse oximeter’ for testing those who have Covid-19, or those
suspected of having it.
Important points for Prelims







Pulse oximetry is a test used to measure the oxygen level (oxygen
saturation) of the blood. It is an easy, painless measure of how well
oxygen is being sent to parts of your body furthest from your heart, such
as the arms and legs.
The device is generally used to check the health of patients who have
known conditions that affect blood oxygen levels, such as heart and lung
conditions, and for those who show symptoms such as shortness of
breath.
The device measures the saturation of oxygen in red blood cells, and can
be attached to a person’s fingers, toes, nose, feet, ears, or forehead. It
can be reused or disposed of after use.
The device is now being recommended for the early detection of ‘Covid
pneumonia’, a potentially deadly condition seen among the most severe
coronavirus cases.

Implications to static GS topics



Pneumonia; its causes and tests
Oximetry

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Researchers from the National Institute of Animal Biotechnology
(NIAB), Hyderabad, have developed a biosensor that can detect the
novel coronavirus in saliva samples.
Important points for Prelims





The new portable device named eCovSens, can be used to detect the
presence of novel coronavirus antigens in human saliva within 30 seconds
using just 20 microlitres of the sample.
The in-house built biosensor consists of a carbon electrode and the
coronavirus antibody. The antibody is capable of binding with the spike
protein found on the outer layer of the virus. An electrical signal is
generated when the antigen and antibody binds.
Biosensors have been currently used across the world to detect toxins,
narcotic drugs, and are also considered as a reliable tool to detect
infectious diseases.

Implications to static GS topics



Biosensors
Antigen antibody interactions

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Indian Institute of Technology Tirupati (IIT-T) has developed a web
and mobile game to gamify the COVID-19 safety protocol, reinforcing
masks, handwashing and more.
Important points for Prelims




‘SurviveCovid-19,’ the Mario-style lightweight survivor game was
developed on a 2D platform by the Research in Intelligent Software &
Human Analytics (RISHA) lab of IIT-T’s Department of Computer Science
and Engineering.
The game is all about a person, who must step out of his house to buy
groceries and return safely when the dangerous virus is around. It is one
of the most common scenarios and is universally applicable.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In a paper published in the British Journal of Dermatology, Researchers
have described five clinical patterns, including the so-called 'covid toe',
that they observed in 19 per cent of the Covid-19 cases examined.
Important points for Prelims
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‘Covid toe’ is a kind of rash being reported as a skin manifestation in
some Covid-19 patients’ toes.
In the abovesaid study, it was seen in 19 per cent of the cases and the
researchers have likened it to pseudo-chilblain lesions.
Chilblains are small, itchy, red patches that appear on the toes and fingers
after a person has been exposed to the cold.
A person with chilblains may see their toes and fingers swell up and
become red.
The condition occurs due to inflammation in the small blood vessels in the
skin, a response to repeated exposure to cold air.
Chilblains usually clear up within one-three weeks on their own.

Implications to static GS topics







What are coronaviruses?
Coronavirus which affect humans?
What is cytokine storm?
What is rapid antibody test?
What are COVID toe and chilblains?
Symptoms of COVID 19.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Snake specialists have warned that, even Cobra hatchlings are lethal.
Warning comes after video of a Malayalam actor holding a hatchling on
her palm goes viral.
Important points for Prelims




The young cobra has enough venom, fully developed fangs and a poison
delivery system sufficient enough to kill an adult person or cause serious
health risks. The cobra venom is neurotoxic.
Cobra is one of the four venomous snakes that accounts for most of the
snakebite deaths in India. Russell’s viper, Saw-scaled viper and the
Common krait are the other members of the lethal league.
Snakes hatch towards the end of summer months and the chance of
encountering them were higher during the monsoon period. Most cases of
snakebite occurred during monsoon.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Centre has issued draft new rules for satellite TV channels.
Important points for Prelims
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To overhaul its nine-year-old uplink and downlink policy for private
satellite TV channels, the Information and Broadcasting Ministry has
issued draft guidelines.
The Ministry has listed out 11 violations. These violations include:
Delay or non-intimation to the Ministry about change in the shareholding
pattern of the company,
appointment of a Director without prior permission of the Ministry,
non-removal of a Director who has been denied security clearance or
showing dual logo/logo or name not permitted by the Ministry.
For any of the 11 violations, the penalty ranges from warning, prohibition
to broadcast up to 10 days and even cancellation of permission.
All channels have to take security clearance from the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), which was the case earlier too.
Once granted, the clearance is valid for 10 years. However, the MHA can
withdraw the clearance which would mean that the permission to uplink
would stand terminated automatically.
A welcome change is the relaxation offered for non-news category
channels to broadcast live events. Instead of seeking permission, now the
channel merely has to register online at Broadcast Seva with the
necessary document five days prior to the telecast.

Implications to static GS topics



TV transmission
Indian satellites for tv transmission

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS
Researchers have reported that they have determined the 3D structure
of coronavirus “copy machine”. This makes it possible to investigate
how drugs such as remdesivir work.
Important points for Prelims






Once the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV2 invades a human cell, the crucial
next stage is replication, when it creates copies after copies of itself. For
this, the virus uses its “copy machine”, which is an enzyme with this
function.
The first stage of infection is the virus entering the human cell. On the
surface of the virus is a spike-shaped protein, the so-called “corona”,
which binds itself to a human cell enzyme, ACE2.
The virus then acidifies compartments on the cell surface, enters, and
then begins to replicate using the body’s own mechanism.
SARS-CoV2 is made of a single strand of RNA, which is what is copied and
recopied. Enzymes that enable the creation of RNA (or DNA) are called
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polymerases; in the case of SARS-CoV2, the polymerase is called RdRp,
also named nsp12.
It is the polymerase whose structure researchers have now described.

Implications to static GS topics




Targeted Drug Therapy
Enzymes and their role in human body
Genetic material

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
On 29 April 2020, the asteroid (52768) 1998 OR2 passed at a distance
of 0.042 AU (6.3 million km) from Earth.
Important points for Prelims





(52768) 1998 OR2 (provisional designation 1998 OR2) is an asteroid on
an eccentric orbit with a diameter of 2 kilometers.
It is a member of the dynamical Amor group of near-Earth asteroids.
It was discovered in 1998, by astronomers of the Near-Earth Asteroid
Tracking (NEAT) program at the Haleakala Observatory, Hawaii.
It is one of the brightest and therefore largest potentially hazardous
asteroids known to exist.

Implications to static GS topics


Asteroids, meteoroids and shooting stars

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS
The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has
developed an Ultraviolet (UV) Disinfection tower for rapid and chemicalfree disinfection of high infection-prone areas.
Important points for Prelims



The equipment named UV Blaster is “useful for high-tech surfaces like
electronic equipment, computers and other gadgets in laboratories and
offices that are not suitable for disinfection with chemical methods.
The product is also effective for areas with a large flow of people such as
airports, shopping malls, metros, hotels, factories and offices.
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It was designed and developed by Laser Science & Technology Centre
(LASTEC) based in Delhi with the help of New Age Instruments and
Materials Private Limited, Gurugram.
For a room of about 12 ft x12 ft dimension, the disinfection time is about
10 minutes.

Implications to static GS topics




UV disinfections
UV spectrum
Discovery of UV rays and other parts of spectrum

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Researchers have developed a treatment that links two nanobodies
isolated from a 'Llama' named winter to create an antibody that binds to
the spike protein on the coronavirus that causes COVID-19. That bond
prevented the virus from invading cells. Winter, the llama, is 4 years
old, female, and living on a farm in the Belgian countryside.
Important points for Prelims




Family: Llamas are a member of the camelid family, which includes
camels, alpacas, vicunas, and guanacos.
Description: Llamas have a typical camel-like body shape, but they lack
the humps of the Bactrian and dromedary camel.
Distribution: Llamas are no longer found in the wild. They are now
distributed throughout North America, Europe, Australia, Argentina,
Ecuador, Chile, Bolivia, and Peru. Currently, nearly 70% of llamas are
found in Bolivia.

Implications to static GS topics





Llamas distribution in the world
Product obtained from Llamas
Nanaobodies and their applications
Antigen- Antibody interactions

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
HEALTH WARNINGS ON TOBACCO PRODUCT PACKS
Important points for Prelims
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Union Ministry of Health has notified a new set of images with specified
health warnings for all tobacco product packs by amending the Cigarettes
and other Tobacco Products (Packaging and Labelling) Rules, 2008 via
“The Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Packaging and Labelling)
Amendment Rules, 2020”.
Violation of the provision is a punishable offence with imprisonment or fine
as prescribed in Section 20 of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products
(Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Data from the Health Ministry’s National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC), show that the five States/UTs namely Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Delhi, Tamil Nadu consistently accounted for the bulk of
swine flu cases, or seasonal influenza (H1N1) since 2015.
Important points for Prelims












H1N1 Flu Virus (Swine Flu) is an infection caused by type A influenza
viruses.
Who are infected? It's named for a virus that pigs can get. People do
not normally get swine flu, but human infections can and do happen. In
2009 a strain of swine flu called H1N1 infected many people around the
world. The virus is contagious and can spread from human to human.
Symptoms: Symptoms of swine flu in people are similar to the symptoms
of regular human flu and include fever, cough, sore throat, body aches,
headache, chills and fatigue.
Spread in India: February-March are typical months for influenza in
India. Most influenza activity in northern India was seen during the
summer months, but in southern and western India, cases occurred
mostly during winter months.
Swine flu vs COVID-19?
While both HIN1 and COVID-19 are due to pathogens that trace their
origins to viruses from non-human hosts, they belong to different families.
While both infiltrate the lungs and cause characteristic pulmonary
infections, they have varying lethality.
Swine flu infections have a higher case fatality rates (deaths per
confirmed cases) and can cause significant deaths in children as well as
those less than 60.
COVID-19 on the other hand is relatively more dangerous to those above
60 and almost harmless in children.

Implications to static GS topics


Major flu diseases, their carriers, causative agents, symptoms and tests
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NEWS
Russia announced that it will launch first Arktika-M satellite for
monitoring Arctic climate by the end of the year.
Important points for Prelims



As of now first satellite is developed and the launch is planned for 2020.
The satellite will be launched by Soyuz -2,1b carrier rocket with frigate
booster. The remote sensing Artika-M will monitor the meterological
conditions in the polar region.

Implications to static GS topics




Satellites and their carriers
Vegetation of polar regions
Land and water bodies around North and South poles

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Hyderabad-based Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) is
the only centre in the country which is pooling the samples for doing
testing of COVID-19.
Important points for Prelims







It is an Indian biotechnology research establishment
Established in: 1977.
Location: Hyderabad.
Parent body: It operates under the aegis of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research.
CCMB is a designated "Center of Excellence" by the Global Molecular
and Cell Biology Network, UNESCO.
India's national biosafety level – 4 containment facility for human
infectious diseases is located on the campus of CCMB.

Implications to static GS topics




Tests for viruses and other microbes
Techniques used in Microbiology
Important biotechnology research institutes in India

------ -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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British Prime Minister Boris Johnson opened a virtual global conference
on COVID-19 by calling on all countries to step up their efforts and work
together on fighting the coronavirus pandemic.
Important points for Prelims






The Coronavirus Global Response International Pledging Conference was
co-hosted by the UK and eight other countries and organisations including
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Norway, Saudi Arabia, and the
European Commission.
At the conference, Johnson confirmed the UK's pledge of 388 million
pounds aid funding for research into vaccines, tests and treatments – part
of a larger 744 million pounds existing UK aid commitment to help end the
pandemic and support the global economy.
This includes 250 million pounds for the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations to develop vaccines against coronavirus – the
biggest such donation to the fund by any country.

Implications to static GS topics



Covid 19
Vaccine development

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Researchers in France have put forward a hypothesis that the presence
of nicotine actually equips the body to fight COVID-19. And they are
conducting trials to test the hypothesis.
Important points for Prelims







At the centre of the nicotine hypothesis is a receptor that responds to
nicotine as well as a chemical called acetylcholine. Hence its name:
“nicotinic acetylcholine receptor”, abbreviated as nAChR.
nAChR is found in parts of the nervous system, muscle and certain tissues
of organisms including humans. Nicotine is known to bind with the nAChR
receptor.
According to the hypothesis, If nicotine is present on the receptor, and the
novel coronavirus arrives, then the nicotine would block the interaction.
Receptors
Receptors are structures composed of protein, and they receive signals
that may be integrated into the body. These signals can come from
various substances, such as a hormone, a drug, or an antigen.
For example, the surface of the human cell has receptors called ACE2,
which open the door for the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV2 to enter the
body.

Implications to static GS topics
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Nicotine in tea and coffee
Medicinal uses of nicotine
Protein structure
Cell signalling

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The latest report by the Internet & Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
and Nielsen showed rural India had 227 million active internet users,
10% more than urban India’s about 205 million, as of November 2019.
This is for the first time, India has more internet users in rural areas
than in urban cities.
Important points for Prelims







In addition, there are around 71 million kids, aged 5-11 years, who go
online using devices of family members. With this, India surpassed
another milestone of having 504 million active internet users who are 5
years old or above — 53 million more than 451 million in March 2019.
With 504 million active internet users who are 5 years old or above , India
has become the second-largest internet user market behind China, which
has about 850 million users. The United States has about 280-300 million
users.
India remains behind both countries in internet penetration, which stands
at 40% compared to over 88% for the US and 61% for China.
Active internet users are defined as those who use the internet at least
once a month.

Implications to static GS topics



Online platforms of India
India’s internet policies and laws

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
China has successfully launched Long March 5B rocket, a new rocket and
prototype spacecraft, in a major test of its ambitions to operate a
permanent space station and send astronauts to the Moon.
Important points for Prelims


A Long March 5B rocket took off from the Wenchang launch site on the
southern island of Hainan and eight minutes later an unmanned prototype
spacecraft successfully separated and entered its planned orbit.
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China hopes that the craft will one day transport astronauts to a space
station that it plans to complete by 2022 – and eventually to the Moon. It
will have capacity for a crew of six.
China plans to send an astronaut to the Moon in about a decade and then
build a base there.
The United States is so far the only country to have sent humans to the
Moon. But in its effort to catch up, China has sent astronauts into space,
satellites into orbit and a rover to the far side of the Moon in 2019.

Implications to static GS topics



Indian space program to moon
Major satellites of moon

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
‘Vesak’, the Day of the Full Moon in the month of May, is being observed
by United Nations on May 7, 2020.
Important points for Prelims






Vesak is the most sacred day for Buddhists around the world.
Other names: It is also known as Buddha Purnimaand Buddha Day.
Significance: The day commemorates birth, enlightenment and Death (or
Parinirvana) of Lord Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, all of which is said
to take have taken place on the same day.
Date of observance: Vesak, falls on the full moon day (Purnima) of the
month Vaishakha (May), hence the occasion is referred to as Buddha
Purnima in India.
Recognition by United Nations (UN): The General Assembly, by
its resolution in 1999, recognized internationally the Day of Vesak. It was
done to acknowledge the contribution that Buddhism made to humanity.

Implications to static GS topics


Important customary celebrations in India

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Medical practitioners have reported a condition called ‘silent’ or ‘happy’
hypoxia, in which patients have extremely low blood oxygen levels, yet
do not show signs of breathlessness. They are now advocating for its
early detection as a means to avoid a fatal illness called Covid
pneumonia.
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Hypoxia is a condition wherein there is not enough oxygen available to
the blood and body tissues. Hypoxia can either be generalised, affecting
the whole body, or local, affecting a region of the body.
According to researchers, Covid pneumonia — a serious medical condition
found in severe Covid-19 patients — is preceded by ‘silent hypoxia’, a
form of oxygen deprivation that is harder to detect than regular hypoxia.
In ‘silent’ or ‘happy’ hypoxia, patients appear to be less in distress. Many
Covid-19 patients, despite having oxygen levels below 80 per cent, look
fairly at ease and alert. This phenomenon has puzzled several medical
practitioners.

Implications to static GS topics





Hypoxia and Anoxia
Ischemia
Brain infraction
Myocardial and cerebral hypoxia

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
An IIT Delhi startup ‘Nanosafe Solutions’ has launched an antimicrobial
and washable face mask ‘NSafe’, which is reusable up to 50 launderings,
thus greatly cutting down the cost of use.
Important points for Prelims




NSafe mask has 99.2% bacterial filtration efficiency (at 3 microns) and
complies with ASTM standards of breathability and splash resistance.
It is believed to be the first fabric based antimicrobial face mask launched
in India.
NSafe mask enhances protection to the wearer through three different
mechanisms: mechanical filtration, antimicrobial decontamination and
repulsion of aerosol droplets.

Implications to static GS topics



Major research of IIT’s
IIT’s in India

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Since February 2020, over 2,900 pigs have died in the Assam due to
African Swine Fever (ASF). This is the first time that an ASF outbreak
has been reported in India.
Important points for Prelims














What is it? African swine fever is a highly infectious viral disease that
affects pigs, warthogs, bush pigs, European wild boar and American wild
pigs.
Cause: It is caused by African swine fever virus, member of the
Asfarviridae family.
Transmission: Transmission can occur either directly contact of sick and
healthy animals, and indirectly through contaminated feed, or on
contaminated clothing, vehicles or as other fomites.
Geographical Distribution: ASF is present in wild and/or domestic pigs
in regions of Asia, Europe and Africa. ASF Virus is endemic to sub-Saharan
Africa. It has been seen in South America and the Caribbean but has been
eradicated.
Symptoms: The infected animals get high haemorrhagic fever, lose of
appetite, diarrhoea, reddening of the skin at extremities, chest and
abdomen and die in 2-10 days.
Prevention: There is no effective vaccine to protect pigs from the virus.
No vaccine exists and culling (Slaughtering) is often the only effective
way.
Impact on Humans: Unlike the H1N1 virus that causes swine flu, the
ASF virus doesn’t infect humans.
African Swine Fever (ASF) vs Swine Flu?
Swine influenza or swine flu is a respiratory disease of pigs, which is
caused by type A influenza virus that regularly causes outbreaks of
influenza in pig populations.
While the swine flu causing virus leads to a high number of infections in
pig herds, the disease is not as fatal and causes few deaths.
Specific swine influenza vaccines are available for pigs.
Further, while swine flu viruses don’t typically infect humans, cases have
been reported in the past, most commonly when humans have contact
with infected pigs.

Implications to static GS topics







Difference between Swine fever and swine flu
Can swine fever affect humans
viral diseases
Where was it first discovered
Which countries have been affected by this in 2020
Is there any vaccine available against this

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Council of Scientific and Industrial Reseach (CSIR) through its New
Millennium Indian Technology Leadership Initiative (NMITLI)
programme has approved a project towards development of human
monoclonal antibodies (hmAbs) that can neutralize SARS-CoV-2 in
patients.
Important points for Prelims




The project aims to generate hmAbs to SARS-CoV-2 from convalescent
phase of COVID-19 patients and select high affinity and neutralizing
antibodies.
The project also aims to anticipate future adaptation of the virus and
generate hmAbs clones that can neutralize the mutated virus so that could
be readily used for combating future SARS-CoV infections.
The project will be implemented by National Centre for Cell Science
(NCCS), IIT-Indore and PredOmix Technologies Pvt. Ltd. with Bharat
Biotech International Ltd. (BBIL) as the commercialization partner.

Implications to static GS topics





Immune system
Antigen and antibodies
Active and passive immunity
Antibody neutrilisation of viruses

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
There’s an ongoing debate between experts whether the full moon on
Thursday, May 7, 2020, was be the final ‘supermoon’ of the year or not.
Important points for Prelims










Super Moon:
What is it? A supermoon is a full moon or a new moon that nearly
coincides with perigee—the closest that the Moon comes to the Earth in its
elliptic orbit—resulting in a slightly larger-than-usual apparent size of the
lunar disk as viewed from Earth.
Technical name: The technical name is a perigee syzygy (of the Earth–
Moon–Sun system) or a full (or new) Moon around perigee.
Criteria: The term supermoon is astrological in origin and has no precise
astronomical definition. In practice, there is no official or even consistent
definition of how near perigee the full Moon must occur to receive the
supermoon label, and new moons rarely receive a supermoon label.
Effects on Earth: The real association of the Moon with both oceanic and
crustal tides has led to claims that the supermoon phenomenon may be
associated with increased risk of events like earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions, but no such link has been found.
Super Flower Moon:
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The Flower Moon is traditionally the fifth Full Moon of the year and is
sometimes known as the Corn Planting Moon or the Hare Moon.
This full moon in the month of May is being called a ‘Super Flower Moon’.
The last month’s supermoon was apparently called a ‘Pink Super Moon’.

Implications to static GS topics



Moons of other planets
Phenomenon behind supermoon

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Astronomers have spotted the closest black hole to Earth ever
discovered. The black hole, at least 4.2 times the mass of the sun, is
gravitationally bound to two stars in a so-called triple system, called HR
6819, roughly 1,000 light years from Earth.
Important points for Prelims




HR 6819, also known as HD 167128 or QV Telescopii, is a triple star
system in the southern constellation of Telescopium. It is 1,120 light
years from the Sun.
A May 2020 study reported it to contain a black hole, making it the closest
known black hole, and the first one located in a stellar system visible to
the naked eye.
HR 6819 is a hierarchical triple containing a classical Be star in a wide
orbit of unknown period, a B3 III star and a non-emitting (non-accreting)
black hole, designated Ab.

Implications to static GS topics






Major constillations
Formation of stars
Shooting stars
Black holes
Brown dwarfs

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A group of international astrophysicists have identified cloud bands on
the surface of Luhman 16A, one of a pair of binary brown dwarfs in the
Vela constellation.
Important points for Prelims
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Luhman 16 is a binary star system, the third closest system to the Sun
after Alpha Centauri and Barnard’s star.
At a distance of about 6.5 light years from the Sun, this pair of brown
dwarfs referred to as Luhman 16A and Luhman 16B orbit each other,
casting a dim light.
In the newest study of Luhman 16, researchers have found the actual
structure of the clouds — that they form bands over one of the pair
(Luhman 16A) of brown dwarfs.
Understanding the cloud system over a brown dwarf can shed light on the
pressure, temperature and climate on the surface of the celestial body.
Brown dwarfs?
Brown dwarfs are also called failed stars, because their masses are
intermediate to the largest planets and the smallest main sequence stars.
Their masses being too small, they are unable to sustain fusion of their
hydrogen to produce energy. It is believed that some of the more massive
brown dwarfs fuse deuterium or lithium and glow faintly.

Implications to static GS topics






Major constillations
Formation of stars
Shooting stars
Black holes
Brown dwarfs

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Scientists at the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism (IIG) have
developed a generalized one-dimensional fluid simulation code capable
of studying a wide spectrum of coherent electric field structures in nearearth plasma environment or earth’s magnetosphere which can be
useful in planning of future space missions.
Important points for Prelims






The study will help to plan the future space missions. The study will also
lead to control fusion experiments to fulfill ever-expanding energy
demands of humanity.
About Magnetosphere:
It is the region around a planet dominated by the planet’s magnetic field.
Other planets in our solar system have magnetospheres, but Earth has
the strongest one of all the rocky planets.
Significance: The magnetosphere shields our home planet from solar and
cosmic particle radiation, as well as erosion of the atmosphere by the
solar wind – the constant flow of charged particles streaming off the sun.

Implications to static GS topics


How it is generated?
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Earth’s magnetosphere is part of a dynamic, interconnected system that
responds to solar, planetary, and interstellar conditions.
It is generated by the convective motion of charged, molten iron, far
below the surface in Earth’s outer core.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) designed and produced by Indian
Navy has been tested by INMAS and is certified to be mass produced
and used in clinical COVID situations. INMAS is a DRDO organization
tasked with testing and certification of PPE.
Important points for Prelims








Parent Body: INMAS is a laboratory of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO).
Established in: 1961.
Location: New Delhi.
Mandate:
This multidisciplinary laboratory is engaged in R&D activities in the field of
Radiation, Imaging Sciences, CBRN technologies, Nuclear medicine
research and responding to nuclear accidents and explosions.
Since 1960s it offers a two-year diploma in radiation medicine, making it
the first formal training program in nuclear medicine in the world.
A major development in the recent past has been the establishment of
NMR, PET-Cyclotron facility that has contributed towards development of
technologies for enhancing combat efficiency besides providing clinical
research to the Armed forces.

Implications to static GS topics



DRDO and its major achievements
Other major research institutes of India

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN’s postal agency have
released a commemorative postage stamp on the 40th anniversary of
the eradication of smallpox.
Important points for Prelims



Smallpox is an infectious disease caused by one of two virus variants,
Variola major and Variola minor.
It is contagious i.e. spread from one person to another.
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Symptoms: The initial symptoms of the disease included fever and
vomiting. This was followed by formation of sores in the mouth and a skin
rash. Over a number of days the skin rash turned into characteristic fluidfilled bumps with a dent in the center.
Smallpox is one of two infectious diseases to have been eradicated, the
other being rinderpest in 2011.

Implications to static GS topics




Major viral diseases
Virus; genetic material and life cycle
Other contagious diseases

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Relation between Vitamin D and COVID 19
Important points for Prelims



Vitamin D is known to modulate the response of white blood cells,
preventing them from releasing too many inflammatory cytokines (part of
the body’s immune response to fight infections).
The SARS-CoV2 virus is known to cause an excess of pro-inflammatory
cytokines, called a cytokine storm.

Implications to static GS topics







Scientific name of Vitamin D
Disease related with Vitamin D
Scientific name and disease related with other vitamins and minerals.
Immune responses
Antigen and Antibody
Cytokines

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Scientists are studying the use of ultraviolet germicidal radiation (UVGI)
to detect the coronavirus in schools, restaurants and other public
places. Through this method, ultraviolet (UV) lights would be able to
disinfect contaminated public spaces to stop the transmission of the
virus.
Important points for Prelims
Background: Ultraviolet radiation


The full spectrum of UV radiation from the sun can be subdivided into UVA, UV-B and UV-C rays.

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 109

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020










UV-C rays are the most harmful and are completely absorbed by the
Earth’s atmosphere.
While both UV-A and UV-B rays are harmful, exposure to UV-B rays can
cause DNA and cellular damage in living organisms. Increased exposure to
it can cause cells to become carcinogenic, thereby increasing the risk of
getting cancer.
Ultraviolet Germicidal Radiation (UVGI):
UVGI uses these “destructive properties” of UV light for disinfecting the air
and preventing certain infectious diseases from spreading.
UVGI replicates UV wavelengths that disinfects contaminated spaces, air
and water.
Is this method feasible?
UVGI is a promising method for disinfection but the efficacy of it depends
on its dose.
UVGI is most effective in preventing infections that are chiefly spread
through smaller droplets and not by direct contact or larger respiratory
droplets.
Using UVGI on a mass-scale, in public spaces such as schools,
universities, restaurants and cinema halls may not be the most costeffective way to approach disease prevention.

Implications to static GS topics



UV spectrum
Use of UV light for disinfections
NEWS

The Mysuru-based Central Food Technological Research Institute
(CFTRI) has developed Spirulina groundnut Chikki that can provide
micro-nutrients and boost immunity of people during this time of
pandemic.
Important points for Prelims




It has used Spirulina as well as the tasty, nourishing groundnuts to
prepare Chikki that is rich in micro-nutrients such as Vitamin A, Beta
Carotene and easily digestible algal proteins.
The Income Tax Department of Karnataka and Goa region has distributed
500 kilograms of CFTRI Chikkies to migrant labourers in Bengaluru and
surrounding areas.
Spirulina is a biomass of cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) that can be
consumed by humans and animals. The three species are Arthrospira
platensis, A. fusiformis, and A. maxima. Cultivated worldwide, Arthrospira
is used as a dietary supplement or whole food.

Implications to static GS topics



Superfoods
Vitamins and their deficiencies
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Source of Vitamins

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Hyderabad based Research Centre Imarat (RCI), a DRDO lab, has
developed an automated contactless UVC sanitisation cabinet, called
Defence Research Ultraviolet Sanitiser (DRUVS).
Important points for Prelims





It has been designed to sanitise mobile phones, iPads, laptops, currency
notes, cheque leafs, challans, passbooks, paper, envelopes, etc.
It provides 360 degree exposure of UVC to the objects placed inside the
cabinet. The proximity sensor switches, clubbed with drawer opening and
closing mechanism, makes its operation automatic and contactless.
The RCI has also developed an automated UVC currency sanitising device,
called NOTESCLEAN.
It picks the notes one by one and makes them pass through a series of
UVC lamps for complete disinfection.

Implications to static GS topics




Microbes disinfection methods
Use of UV light for disinfection
Important discoveries and research of DRDO

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
National Institute of Virology, Pune, has developed India’s first
indigenous antibody-based ELISA test kit - COVID KAVACH for diagnosis
of novel Corona Virus.
Important points for Prelims





The kit has displayed high sensitivity and accuracy in the validation tests
at different sites. It can test around 90 samples in approximately two and
half hours. The technology has been transferred to pharmaceutical
manufacturing companies for mass-scale production.
This is the first time India has developed an indigenous Enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) test for coronavirus. ELISA is routinely
used for detecting HIV infection.
The test will detect antibodies in blood samples that the body develops in
response to infection by the SARS-CoV-2 novel coronavirus.
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The ELISA test developed by NIV gains significance as the rapid antibody
tests imported from China were found to be unreliable and hence the
States were instructed not to use them for detecting previous novel
coronavirus infection.
Comparison with RT-PCR test?
The RT-PCR (reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction) test, which
detects the RNA of the coronavirus, enables detection of current infection
only.
Whereas ELISA can map past infection, even in asymptomatic cases.

Implications to static GS topics



ELISA test
PCR and reverse PCR

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A new study has found an association between low average levels of
vitamin D and high numbers of Covid-19 cases and mortality rates
across 20 European countries.
Important points for Prelims
Findings of the study:









Italy and Spain, which experienced high Covid-19 mortality rates, have
lower average vitamin D levels than most northern European countries.
This is partly because people in southern Europe avoid strong sun, while
skin pigmentation also reduces natural vitamin D synthesis.
The highest average levels of vitamin D are found in northern Europe, due
to the consumption of cod liver oil and vitamin D supplements, and
possibly less sun avoidance. Scandinavian nations are among the
countries with the lowest number of COVID-19 cases and mortality rates.
How vitamin D impact novel coronavirus?
Vitamin D is known to modulate the response of white blood cells,
preventing them from releasing too many inflammatory cytokines (part of
the body’s immune response to fight infections).
And the SARS-CoV2 virus is known to cause an excess of proinflammatory cytokines, called a cytokine storm.
Vitamin D has been shown to protect against acute respiratory infections,
and older adults, the group most deficient in vitamin D, are also the ones
most seriously affected by Covid-19.

Implications to static GS topics




Vitamin D deficiency
Sources of Vitamin D
Cytokines
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), Bengaluru, a constituent
of lab of CSIR has developed a BiPAP Non Invasive Ventilator
“SwasthVayu” for COVID -19.
Important points for Prelims





BiPAP Non-Invasive ventilator is a microcontroller-based precise closedloop adaptive control system with a built-in biocompatible “3D printed
manifold & coupler” with HEPA filter (Highly Efficient Particulate Air Filter).
These unique features help to alleviate the fear of the virus spread. It has
features like Spontaneous, CPAP, Timed, AUTO BIPAP modes with
provision to connect Oxygen concentrator or Enrichment unit externally.
The major advantage of this machine is that it is simple to use without
any specialized nursing, cost effective, compact and configured with
majority of indigenous components.
The portable ventilator, named SwasthVayu, was developed in a record 36
days.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A new study has suggested reasons for why men seem to be more
vulnerable to Covid-19 than women.
Important points for Prelims






The role of enzyme ACE2 in Covid-19 is already established: It responds
to the novel coronavirus and enables it to infect the human cell. The new,
large study of several thousand patients found men have higher
concentrations of ACE2 in their blood than women.
The researchers measured ACE2 concentrations in blood samples from
several thousand heart failure patients from 11 European countries.
The study also found that heart failure patients taking a certain class of
drugs (called RAAS inhibitors) did not have higher concentrations of ACE2
in their blood.
Some recent research had suggested that RAAS inhibitors might increase
ACE2 concentrations in blood plasma, thereby increasing the risk of Covid19 for cardiovascular patients taking these drugs, but the new study
indicates that this is not the case.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Indian Council of Medical Research, ICMR and National Centre for
Disease Control are going to initiate a population-based sero-survey in
selected districts to monitor the trend in prevalence of COVID-19
infection at district level.
Important points for Prelims





A sero-survey involves testing of blood serum of a group of individuals
and this will be used to monitor trends in prevalence of the novel
coronavirus, or SARS-COV-2, infection at the district level.
The agencies will use a combination of RT-PCR and Elisa antibody kits for
these surveys.
The facility-oriented surveillance is an expansion of the testing of flu and
serious respiratory cases in hospitals being carried out by the
government.
The surveillance will be conducted by the Indian Council of Medical
Research and the National Centre for Disease Control in collaboration with
key stakeholders and state health departments.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Two scientific papers on child survival published by the India StateLevel Disease Burden Initiative depicted a significant decline — 49% —
in the under-5 mortality rate. (U5MR) between 2000 and 2017, but it
pointed out inequality between states and wide variations between
districts.
Important points for Prelims





The findings show there were 1.04 million under-5 deaths in 2017, down
from 2.24 million deaths in 2000
Neonatal deaths in India have gone down from 1.02 million deaths in
2000 to 0.57 million deaths in 2017. Neonatal mortality rate (NMR) has
dropped by 38% in India since 2000.
Sixty-eight per cent of under-5 deaths in India are attributed to child and
maternal malnutrition, whereas 83% of the neonatal deaths to low birth
weight and short gestation.
The highest number of under-5 deaths in 2017 were in UP (312,800,
which included 165,800 neonatal deaths) and Bihar (141,500, including
75,300 neonatal deaths).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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According to analysis by the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean
Air (CREA), for the first time in four decades, emissions of toxic carbon
dioxide have declined in the country — thanks to an economic
slowdown, growth of clean energy and the ongoing lockdown.
Important points for Prelims







According to the analysis, CO2 emissions in the country fell by around
15% in March, and are likely to have fallen by 30% last month, year-onyear.
Using the latest consumption data for coal, oil and gas, the analysts
concluded that CO2 emissions fell by 30 million tonnes in the financial
year 2019-20 compared to the previous fiscal.
Power and transportation sectors are the major contributors of CO2
pollution in the country. The fall in the consumption of fossil fuels has led
to the decline in CO2 emissions.
Power generated from coal-fired plants fell by 15% in March, and 31% in
the first three weeks of April. In contrast, renewable energy (RE)
generation increased by 6.4% in March, and saw a slight decrease of
1.4% in the first three weeks of April.
Not just coal, consumption of oil too has witnessed a decline. The alreadyslow demand in growth of oil consumption fell by 18% this March,
compared to the previous year.

Implications to Static GS Topic




Major air pollutants
Green house gases
Major industries causing air pollution

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Due to shortage of labourers in Punjab and Haryana, farmers are now
being encouraged to adopt ‘direct seeding of rice’ (DSR) in place of
conventional transplanting.
Important points for Prelims





Normal transplanting of paddy:
In transplanting, farmers prepare nurseries where the paddy seeds are
first sown and raised into young plants.
These seedlings are then uprooted and replanted 25-35 days later in the
main field. The nursery seed bed is 5-10% of the area to be transplanted.
Direct seeding of Rice (DSR):
In DSR, there is no nursery preparation or transplantation. The seeds are
instead directly drilled into the field by a tractor-powered machine.
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The Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) in Ludhiana has developed a
‘Lucky Seed Drill’ that can both sow seeds and simultaneously spray
herbicides to control weeds.
In DSR, water is replaced by real chemical herbicides. Farmers have to
only level their land and give one pre-sowing irrigation or rauni. It also
saves water by not requiring flooding of fields.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Union Health Minister dedicated the COBAS 6800 testing machine to the
nation.
Important Points for Prelims:





COBAS 6800 is for performing real time PCR testing COVID-19. COBAS
6800 can also detect other pathogens like Viral Hepatitis B & C, HIV, MTb
(both rifampicin and isoniazide resistance), Papilloma, CMV, Chlamydia,
Neiserreia etc.
COBAS 6800 will provide quality, high-volume testing with a high
throughput of test around 1200 samples in 24 hours. It will largely
increase the testing capacity with reduction in pendency.
This is the first such testing machine that has been procured by the
Government for testing of COVID-19 cases and is installed at the
National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), Delhi. As the machine
requires a minimum BSL2+ containment level for testing, it cannot be
placed at just any facility.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
In a major step towards rapid mass production of the Medical Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) developed by the Indian Navy, a patent has
been successfully filed by the Intellectual Property Facilitation Cell
(IPFC) of Ministry of Defence, in association with National Research
Development Corporation (NRDC), of Ministry of Science & Technology.
Important Points for Prelims:



The low cost PPE has been developed by a Doctor of Indian Navy, posted
at the recently created Innovation Cell at Institute of Naval Medicine
(INM), Mumbai.
The PPE developed by the Navy is made of a special fabric which affords
high level of protection along with high ‘breathability’ as against other
PPEs.
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The team of Innovators from Navy is working in close coordination with
IPFC which was set up under Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti (which
was launched in 2018).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Defence minister commissioned Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) ‘Sachet’
in Goa.
About:





The ICGS Sachet, the first in the series of five offshore patrol vessels
(OPVs) has been designed & built indigenously by Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL).
The 105 metre long ship ‘Sachet’ meaning alert displaces approximately
2,350 tons and is propelled by two 9,100 KW diesel engines designed to
attain a maximum speed of 26 knots, with an endurance of 6,000 nautical
miles.
The ship is designed to carry a twin-engine helicopter and four high speed
boats and one inflatable boat for swift boarding and search & rescue
operations. The ship is also capable of carrying limited pollution response
equipment to undertake oil spill pollution response at sea.

Implications to Static GS Topic





Interceptor Boats (IBs) C-450 and C-451
Defence minister also commissioned two interceptor boats (IBs) C-450
and C-451 in Goa.
The IBs C-450 and C-451 are indigenously designed & built by Larsen &
Toubro Shipyard Hazira.
The two 30 metre long boats are capable of achieving speeds in excess of
45 knots and designed for high speed interception, close coast patrol and
low intensity maritime operations.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Lieutenant General PS Rajeshwar, Commander-in-Chief A&N Command,
commissioned INLCU L57 into the Indian Navy on 15 May 2020 at Port
Blair.
About:


INLCU L57 is the seventh Landing Craft Utility (LCU) MK-IV class to
be inducted into the Indian Navy. The last ship of the same class is at an
advanced stage of construction at M/S GRSE, Kolkata.
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The ship has been indigenously designed and built by M/s Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata.
The LCU MK-IV ship, is an amphibious vessel with a designated primary
role of transporting and deploying Main Battle Tanks, Armoured Vehicles,
troops and equipment from ship to shore.
Based at the Andaman and Nicobar Command, these ships can be
deployed for multirole activities like beaching operations, search and
rescue, disaster relief operations, supply and replenishment and
evacuation from distant islands.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Researchers have published a paper with evidence that cats can
transmit the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 to one another, and without
showing symptoms.
Important points for Prelims


The previous most famous case of coronavirus infection among cats, big
or domestic, has been that of four-year-old Nadia, a Malayan tiger at New
York’s Bronx Zoo. She tested positive in April 2020. Within weeks, a few
more tigers and lions at the zoo tested positive.
 Among domestic cats, the first known infection happened in Belgium.
 Recent research:
 The key finding in recent research is that cats can be asymptomatic while
carrying the virus. Also, all the cats went on to clear the virus. The latest
findings suggest that cats may be capable of becoming infected when
exposed to people or other cats positive for SARS-CoV-2.
 Other researchers have previously suggested reasons why cats may be
vulnerable to infection from humans: feline and human cells have similar
ACE2 receptors, which are enzymes that facilitate the coronavirus’s entry
in the body.
 The general view remains that a cat is more likely to get Covid-19 from a
human, than a human getting it from a cat.
Implications to Static GS Topic



Transmission of diseases from animals to humans
Major diseases which spread through transmisssion.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Scientists from the University of Canterbury (UC) have discovered a rare
new Super-Earth planet that lies towards the centre of the galaxy, also
called the Galactic Bulge.
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Important points for Prelims





The planet is one of ‘only a handful of extra-solar planets that have been
discovered with both size and orbit comparable to that of Earth.
The host star is 10 percent the mass of our Sun and that the planet has a
year of approximately 617 days. The planet has a mass somewhere
between that of Earth and Neptune. It orbits at a location between Venus
and Earth from the parent star.
The planet was discovered using a technique called
‘Gravitational Microlensing’ where the combined gravity of the planet
and its host star causes light from a more distant background star to be
magnified in a particular manner.

Implications to static GS topics
 Super Earth
 Definition: It is an extrasolar planet with a mass higher than Earth's, but
substantially below the masses of the Solar System's ice
giants, Uranus and Neptune.
 This term refers only to the mass of the planet, and does not imply
anything about the habitability or surface conditions.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Scientists at the International Advanced Research Centre for Powder
Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI), under the Department of Science
& Technology (DST) has developed new generation Iron-Manganese
based alloys for biodegradable metal implants for use in humans.
Important points for Prelims






Iron-Manganese based alloy Fe-Mn (having Mn composition of more than
29% by weight) is a promising biodegradable metallic implant which
exhibits single austenitic phase (non-magnetic form of iron) with MRI
compatibility.
The alloy also showed a degradation rate in the range of 0.14-0.026 mm
per year in the simulated body fluid, which means that the Fe-Mn alloy
exhibits mechanical integrity for 3-6 months and completely disappears
from the body in 12-24 months.
The newly developed Fe-Mn based alloys are suitable for biodegradable
stent and orthopedic implant applications.

Implications to static GS topics


These Biodegradable materials (Fe, Mg, Zn, and polymer) can participate
in the healing process and then degrade gradually by maintaining the
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mechanical integrity without leaving any implant residues in the human
body.
These are better alternatives to currently used metallic implants which
remain permanently in the human body and can cause long-term side
effects like systemic toxicity, chronic inflammation, and thrombosis
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

A new species has just been discovered using a Twitter image and thus
has been named as Troglomyces twitteri.
Important points for Prelims




Troglomyces twitteri is a type of parasitic fungus.
It belongs to an order called Laboulbeniales — tiny fungal parasites that
attack insects and millipedes. These fungi live on the outside of host
organisms; in this case, on the reproductive organs of millipedes.
Laboulbeniales were first discovered in the middle of the 19th century.

Implications to Static GS Topic


Important new species of Flora and fauna discovered recently
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Coronavirus is mutating. And, one particular strain of mutation called
D614G in the Spike protein region of the SARS-CoV-2 virus is worrying
experts.
Important points for Prelims




As of May 2020, scientists across the world have identified over 200
genetic mutations in the SARS-CoV-2 that causes COVID-19. Mutations
are essentially small genetic changes.
Viruses mutate naturally, and mutations do not translate into a more
dangerous or virulent form of the existing virus.
A new study focussing on mutations in the "Spike" protein that gives the
virus its distinctive "crown-like" shape, has identified 14 mutations in the
Spike. The research was done using a database called the Global Initiative
on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID).
According to the researchers, one particular mutation—identified as
D614G—is of "urgent concern". It began spreading in Europe in early
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February, and when introduced to new regions it rapidly becomes the
dominant form.
Implications to Static GS Topic




Mutations in genes
Genetic material of vius
Carsinogens which cause mutations
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

The Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm ‘AMPHAN’ (pronounced as UMPUN) intensified into Super Cyclonic Storm on 18th May, 2020.
Important points for Prelims





Extremely severe cyclone Amphan (pronounced as Um-Pun) over the
central parts of the South Bay and adjoining Central Bay of Bengal has
spun into a class-topping super cyclone after howling winds around its
core broke the threshold speeds.
Amphan is only the third pre-monsoon super cyclone to form in the Bay
after 1990, after the Andhra Pradesh super cyclone (May 4-9, 1990, no
name) and the Bangladesh super cyclone (April 24-May 2, 1991, Gorky).
According to IMD’s classification of storms based on intensity, super
cyclone is an intense low-pressure system represented on a synoptic chart
by more than four closed isobars (concentric circles) and in which the
wind speed at surface level is 222 km/hr (category 4 or 5 as per SaffirSimpson scale storm intensity).

Implications to Static GS Topic




What are cyclones.
Nomenclature of different cyclones.
Major cyclones in Indian ocean and Pacific Ocean.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

A recent medical technique, known as Less invasive surfactant
administration (LISA), has been started at J.K. Lon Government
Children’s Hospital in Jaipur for treatment of lung disease or respiratory
distress syndrome among premature babies.
Important points for Prelims
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LISA has been developed as a lung protective strategy for respiratory
management and ventilation in view of the mechanical ventilation causing
damage to the preterm lungs of newborns.
Infants considered suitable for LISA are those being managed with
primary continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) or high flow with the
evidence of increasing respiratory distress and with a rising oxygen
requirement.
The procedure, started initially for newborn children with the birth weight
of less than 1,500 grams, has yielded encouraging results.
The regular application of LISA would turn out to be very useful and help
save the lives of premature babies.

Implications to static GS topics




Anatomy of lungs
Respiratory system
Effect of pollutants on lungs

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A rare palm endemic to the South Andaman Island is finding a second
home at Thiruvananthapuram-based Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic
Garden and Research Institute (JNTBGRI).
Important points for Prelims






JNTBGRI scientists termed the Pinanga andamanensis “a critically
endangered species and one of the least known among the endemic palms
of the Andaman Islands”.
Its entire population of some 600 specimens naturally occurs only in a
tiny, evergreen forest pocket in South Andaman’s Mount Harriet National
Park.
By conserving the germplasm on the Indian mainland, JNTBGRI can
ensure its continued survival in the event of its minuscule original home
getting wiped out by a natural calamity.
This elegant palm holds promise as an avenue tree for gardens,
pavements and homesteads.
The name is derived from ‘Penang’, the modern-day Malaysian state.
Penang itself has its origins in ‘Pulau Pinang’, which means ‘Island of the
Areca Nut Palm.

Implications to static GS topics




Rare flora and fauna of India
Mount Harriet National Park
Other important National parks of Andaman and Nicobar islands
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The sun is said to have gone into a state called the 'solar minimum' and
is about to enter the deepest period of 'sunshine recession' as sunspots
are virtually not visibly at all. Some reports suggest that it has been
almost 100 days this year when the sun has shown zero sunspots.
Important points for Prelims






Sun has a cycle that lasts on average 11 years, and right now we are at
the peak of that cycle.
Every 11 years or so, sunspots fade away, bringing a period of relative
calm. This is called the solar minimum. And it’s a regular part of the
sunspot cycle.
While intense activity such as sunspots and solar flares subside during
solar minimum, that doesn’t mean the sun becomes dull. Solar activity
simply changes form. For instance, during solar minimum we can see the
development of long-lived coronal holes.
This may cause health risks to astronauts travelling through space as "the
sun’s magnetic field weakens and provides less shielding from these
cosmic rays.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Government of India has launches scheme for 100 % solarisation of
Konark sun temple & Konark town in Odisha.
Important points for Prelims






The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has taken up the
Complete Solarisation of Konark sun temple and Konark town in Odisha.
Implementation of this Project will be done by Odisha Renewable
Energy Development Agency (OREDA).
The Scheme envisages setting up of 10 MW grid connected solar project
and various solar off-grid applications like solar trees, solar drinking water
kiosks, off-grid solar power plants with battery storage etc.
There will be 100% Central Financial Assistance (CFA) support of around
Rs. 25 Crores from Government of India through Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy (MNRE).
The scheme will meet all the energy requirements of Konark town with
solar energy.

Implications to static GS topics


Solar energy.
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--

Other renewable sources of energy.
Other important solar plants in India.
India's road map to achieve 100% solar plant projects.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS
The ‘loud sound’ heard recently in Bengaluru was revealed to have
emanated from an IAF test flight involving a supersonic profile. The
sound effect caused due to such high-speed flights is known as ‘sonic
boom’.
Important points for Prelims




A sonic boom is the sound associated with the shock waves created
whenever an object travels through the air faster than the speed of
sound.
Sonic booms generate enormous amounts of sound energy, sounding
similar to an explosion or a thunderclap to the human ear.
Sonic booms due to large supersonic aircraft can be particularly loud and
startling, tend to awaken people, and may cause minor damage to some
structures.

Implications to static GS topics




--

Important aircraft of Indian Air Force.
Major operations carried out by Indian Air Force.
Joint military activities and exercises of Indian Airforce with Air Force of
different countries

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

On May 27,2020, NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 test flight will lift off for
International Space Station (ISS), becoming the first crewed flight to
launch from American soil since the conclusion of the space shuttle era
in 2011.
Important points for Prelims


The Demo-2 mission is part of NASA’s Commercial Crew Program, and will
see astronauts Robert Behnken and Douglas Hurley fly on SpaceX’s Crew
Dragon spacecraft. The craft will lift off from a Falcon 9 rocket, from
Florida.
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NASA’s Commercial Crew Program has worked with several American
aerospace industry companies to facilitate the development of US human
spaceflight systems since 2010, with the aim of developing reliable and
cost-effective access to and from the ISS.
Essentially, the lift-off on May 27 is a flight test to certify if SpaceX’s crew
transportation system can be used to ferry crew to and from the space
station regularly.
This is the final flight test for the system and intends to validate its
different components, including the spacecraft (Crew Dragon), the launch
vehicle (Falcon 9), the launch pad (LC-39A) and the operations
capabilities.
After its launch, the Crew Dragon will perform a series of phasing
manoeuvres to gradually approach and autonomously dock with the ISS
on May 28. After docking, the two astronauts will go aboard the ISS.

Implications to static GS topics




NASA recent operations and launchers.
NASA major space programs. International Space Station .
India's recent space programs.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Government of India announced the commercial launch of Agappe Chitra
Magna.
Important points for Prelims









Agappe Chitra Magna is a magnetic nanoparticle-based RNA extraction kit
for use during testing for detection of COVID-19.
It was developed by Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST), Trivandrum, an Institute of National Importance
of the Department of Science and Technology (DST) along with Agappe
Diagnostics Ltd, an in vitro diagnostics manufacturing company based in
Cochin.
The commercial launch of the kit can help increase the rate of testing and
bring down its costs, a crucial step for combating the pandemic.
Working:
It uses an innovative technology for isolating RNA using magnetic
nanoparticles to capture the RNA from the patient sample.
The magnetic nanoparticle beads bind to the viral RNA and, when exposed
to a magnetic field, give a highly purified and concentrated RNA.
As the sensitivity of the detection method is dependent on getting an
adequate quantity of viral RNA, this innovation enhances the chances of
identifying positive cases.

Implications to static GS topics
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What is difference between RNA and DNA.
Who discovered RNA and DNA? What are nanoparticles?
Methods of RNA extraction. Methods of virus detection.
Different enzymes used during RNA extraction.
Different enzymes of RNA replication

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Scientists at Pune based Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), an
autonomous institute of the Department of Science and Technology,
have mapped two alternative dwarfing genes Rht14 and Rht18 in wheat.
Important points for Prelims







These genes are associated with better seedling vigour and longer
coleoptiles (sheath protecting the young shoot tip).
They have mapped the dwarfing genes on chromosome 6A in durum
wheat, and DNA-based markers were developed for a better selection of
these genes in wheat breeding lines.
The DNA-based markers will help wheat breeders to precisely select wheat
lines carrying these alternative dwarfing genes from a massive pool of
wheat breeding lines.
These DNA based markers are being used at ARI for marker-assisted
transfer of these genes in Indian wheat varieties, so as to make them
suitable for sowing under rice stubble-retained conditions and dry
environments.
Wheat lines with these alternative dwarfing genes, apart from reducing
crop residue burning, can allow deeper sowing of wheat seeds to avail
advantage of residual moisture in the soil under dry environments.

Implications to static GS topics




What are the dwarfing genes ?
Major varieties of wheat.
Different disease of wheat

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Researchers using NASA's ANITA have succeeded in finding "a fountain
of high-energy particles erupting from the ice" in Antarctica which
according to the researchers could be proof of a parallel universe.
Important points for Prelims
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The ANITA instrument is a radio telescope to detect ultra-high energy
cosmic-ray neutrinos from a scientific balloon flying over the continent of
Antarctica.
ANITA is the first NASA observatory for neutrinos of any kind. Neutrinos
are of great interest to astrophysicist as they are the only particle that can
reach earth unattenuated at all energies.
The ANITA instrument detects these ultra-high energy neutrinos by use of
the Askaryan effect. This effect predicts the production of a coherent radio
emission from the cascade of particles produced in a high-energy particle
interaction.
ANITA-I was launched in 2006–07 and ANITA-IV was launched in 2016.

Implications to static GS topics





What is ANITA.
What are neutrinos.
Different projects in Antarctica.
India's research stations in Antarctica.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Director of Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (IHBT),
based in Palampur, Himachal Pradesh, a constituent lab of Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), has claimed that Kangra Tea
could lower coronavirus activity better than HIV drugs.
Important points for Prelims




Kangra tea is a tea from the Kangra district in Himachal Pradesh.
Although Kangra cultivates both black tea and green tea, black tea
constitutes around 90 percent of the production.
Kangra tea was given the Geographical Indication status in 2005. Kangra
tea is known for its unique color and flavor.

Implications to static GS topics







Different schemes and acts of tea Board of India.
Tea production in India.
Major tea gardens in India.
Tea export in India.
Other caffeinated drinks.
CSIR research institutes in India.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Union Minister of Food Processing Industries(MoFPI), appreciated the
initiative taken by Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (
IIFPT) to manufacture nutrient rich foods for COVID-19 patients at a
time when the need for healthy and immunity boosting foods is
indispensable.
Important points for Prelims




IIFPT is a premier national Institute for promoting research and education
in food processing.
It works under the administrative control of Union Ministry of Food
Processing Industries (MoFPI).
HQ: Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu.

Implications to static GS topics



Different foods which are sources of various vitamins, minerals.
Diseases caused due to different food deficiency.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has announced that eight vaccine
candidates for COVID-19 have entered human trials.
Important points for Prelims








In a human challenge trial, participants are deliberately exposed to the
infection (in this case it is SARS-CoV-2 virus), in order to study the
disease and test the vaccines.
For this, the exact virus strain that will be used to infect the participant
and dosage or how much of the virus the volunteers need to be exposed
to needs to be determined and approved by the regulatory authorities.
Human challenge trial isn't new. The method has been used for
developing vaccines for seasonal flu, typhoid, malaria, and cholera,
among others.
Benefits:
Human challenges expedite trials because a lot of time may be lost
waiting for a trial subject to contract the disease naturally from the
community. Till such time that happens, whether the vaccine works or not
cannot be tested.
Then again, if infection does not happen normally, there is little way of
finding out whether it is because of the vaccine or whether it is because
the person was never exposed at all.

Implications to static GS topics



Methods of vaccine development.
First vaccine developed.
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Structure of coronavirus.
How vaccines work on viruses.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
India Observatory, an open-source database, has come up with a GISenabled dashboard that includes an India map reflecting the movement
of migrants in real time on their long journeys, along with facilities and
relief organisations on their routes.
Important points for Prelims





The platform, a collaboration with Anand-based Forest Ecological Security
(FES) as its main nodal point, is called CoAST India (Collaboration/Covid
Action Support Group).
It draws information from 55 organisations on the ground, mostly in
villages, and aims to make such data available so that it would enable
governments and small local civil society groups to be of assistance.
The map matches “time and spatial data, on administrative facilities in the
area, transportation and healthcare facilities of an area and summaries,
on the fly, in real time of people passing by.
India Observatory was set up in December 2019, with FES focused on
ecological issues about forests, water bodies, conservation, etc. that
needed “a bird’s eye view or a satellite’s vision”.

Implications to Static GS Topic



Labour laws in India.
Indian observatory; when and where it was set up and it's major
functions.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
As per the reports, the magnetic field around the earth, on an average,
has lost almost 10% of its strength over the last two centuries. The
magnetic field of the earth protects us from the solar radiation.
Important points for Prelims



South Atlantic Anomaly (SAA):
However, a rapid shrink has been observed in the South Atlantic Anomaly
(SAA), a stretch between Africa and South America. It is an area where
the Earth's inner Van Allen radiation belt comes closest to the Earth's
surface, dipping down to an altitude of 200 kilometres.
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This leads to an increased flux of energetic particles in this region and
exposes orbiting satellites to higher-than-usual levels of radiation.
The effect is caused by the non-concentricity of the Earth and its magnetic
dipole. The SAA is the near-Earth region where the Earth's magnetic field
is weakest relative to an idealized Earth-centered dipole field.
Pole reversal:
One most speculated reason behind this is that there is a chance that the
time for Earth's pole reversal is coming near.
Pole reversal is when the north and south magnetic poles flip. While this
flip will not occur immediately or suddenly, and will happen over
centuries, there would be multiple north and south magnetic poles during
this period, all around the planet.
This is definitely not the first time that pole reversal will be happening on
the Earth. This event has occurred few times in the history of our planet,
as per the scientists and we are long overdue by the average rate at
which these reversals take place (roughly every 250,000 years).
Impact:
This is not going to affect or alarm the general public to a huge extent.
But it is causing technical difficulties for various satellites and spacecrafts,
as the magnetic field getting weaker, charged particles from the cosmos
can penetrate through to the altitudes that low-Earth orbiting satellites fly
at.

Implications to Static GS Topic
 Magnetic field of Earth.
 Effect of weakening of magnetic field on satellites and mobile connections.
 What is pole reversal of earth.
 Geomagnetic storms and it's impact on Earth.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In July, China will launch its first Mars mission, the ‘Tianwen-1’, which
is expected to land on the Red Planet’s surface in the first quarter of
2021.
Important points for Prelims




Tianwen-1, an all-in-one orbiter, lander and rover will search the Martian
surface for water, ice, investigate soil characteristics, and study the
atmosphere, among completing other objectives.
The Tianwen-1 mission will lift off on a Long March 5 rocket. The success
of the mission will make China the third country to achieve a Mars landing
after the USSR and the United States.
The Chinese mission is expected to take off in late July, around the same
time when NASA is launching its own Mars mission– the ambitious
‘Perseverance’ which aims to collect Martian samples and bring them back
to Earth in a two-part campaign.
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Implications to Static GS Topic






Previous Mars missions of the World
The USSR in 1971 became the first country to carry out a Mars landing–
its ‘Mars 3’ lander being able to transmit data for 20 seconds from the
Martian surface before failing.
The second country to reach Mars’s surface, the US, holds the record for
the most number of Mars landings. Since 1976, it has achieved 8
successful Mars landings, the latest being the ‘InSight’ in 2019 (launched
in 2018).
India and the European Space Agency have been able to place their
spacecraft in Mars’s orbit. India’s Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) or
‘Mangalyaan’ was able to do so in September 2014, almost a year after its
launch from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Andhra Pradesh.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
NASA's Hubble telescope released an image of a spiral galaxy, NGC
3895, that, in colour and shape, resembles a coffee made by a barista.
Important points for Prelims






The galaxy's existence was known earlier as well and it has been captured
by the telescope in the past as well. However, the current image is
trending online for its aesthetic beauty.
The Hubble Space Telescope released the image under the title "One
Large Stellar Latte To Go".
The galaxy, located at a distance of over 161 million light-years, is a part
of Ursa Major.
It was discovered by German-born British astronomer William Herschel on
March 18, 1790.
The galaxy has a diameter of approximately 45,000 light-years.

Implications to Static GS Topic




Hubble Telescope.
Science behind telescope.
Lens used in Telescope.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
With the number of COVID-19 patients rising in India, Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals Ltd. will conduct ‘FAITH’ trials to test combined
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efficacy of two antiviral drugs — Favipiravir and Umifenovir — as
potential COVID-19 treatment strategy.
Important points for Prelims




The two antiviral drugs have different mechanisms of action, and their
combination may demonstrate improved treatment efficacy by effectively
tackling high viral loads in patients during early stages of the disease.
The new combination clinical trial will be called FAITH – (FA vipiravir plus
Um I fenovir (efficacy and safety) Trial in Indian Hospital setting).
As many as 158 hospitalised patients of moderate COVID-19 infection will
be enrolled in the combination study and randomised in two groups.

Implications to Static GS Topic



Anti microbial drugs.
Receptor binding for effective functions of drug.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A new study has found a link between the severity of Covid-19 and a
gene linked to dementia. Having a faulty gene linked to dementia
doubles the risk of developing severe COVID-19.
Important points for Prelims



The gene is called APOE, and exists in a different forms, one of which is
termed e4e4.
The team found that people with the APOE e4e4 genotype were at double
the risk of developing severe Covid-19, compared to those with the
common e3e3 form of the APOE gene.

Implications to Static GS Topic





APOE (Apolipoprotein E) is a Protein Coding gene.
APOE transports lipids, fat-soluble vitamins, and cholesterol into the
lymph system and then into the blood.
It is implicated in Alzheimer's disease and cardiovascular disease.
Gene therapy and it's use in treatment of Cancer and othe genetic
diseases.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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An international team of researchers has confirmed the existence of
Proxima b, an Earth-like planet that's orbiting the closest star to our
Solar System, Proxima Centauri which is only 4.2 light-years from the
Sun.
Important points for Prelims





They found that Proxima b is 1.17 times the mass of Earth, smaller than
the older estimate of 1.3 times. It orbits its star in just 11.2 days.
Proxima b was first discovered in 2016 using HARPS (High Accuracy Radial
Velocity Planet Searcher), a planet-hunting spectrograph mounted to one
of the telescopes at the European Southern Observatory at the La Silla
Observatory in Chile.
In the recent research, the scientists were able to hone in on the planet
with ESPRESSO, a new generation spectrograph also at the observatory in
Chile, which boasts three times the precision as HARPS.

Implications to Static GS Topic




What is Proxima Centauri.
Planets of solar system and their moons.
Major satellites of Earth both manmade and natural.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

WHO and Costa Rica launched the landmark COVID-19 Technology
Access Pool (C-TAP).
Important points for Prelims






Thirty countries and multiple international partners and institutions have
signed up to support the COVID-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP).
C-TAP is an initiative aimed at making vaccines, tests, treatments and
other health technologies to fight COVID-19 accessible to all.
The COVID-19 (Technology) Access Pool will be voluntary and based on
social solidarity. It will provide a one-stop shop for scientific knowledge,
data and intellectual property to be shared equitably by the global
community.
With supportive countries across the globe, C-TAP will serve as a sister
initiative to the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator and other
initiatives to support efforts to fight COVID-19 worldwide.

Implications to Static GS Topic


What is technology access tool
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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NEWS
Department of Science and Technology (DST) has initiated a COVID-19
Indian National Supermodel to help monitor the future transmission of
infection.
About:




This will aid decisions involving health system readiness and other
mitigation measures.
Numerous mathematical models for Covid-19 forecasting and surveillance
are being worked out by investigators funded by DST-SERB (Science and
Engineering Research Board) and other agencies.
As part of this initiative, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific
Research (JNCASR) and IISc, Bangalore will co-ordinate to connect and
work with all COVID-19 modeling projects and programs in the country.

Implications to Static GS Topic



Viral diseases and its transmission.
Animal to human and human to human transmission.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Government Schemes
News
Under the National Jalshakti Abhiyan, Centre has decided to utilise the
upcoming monsoon season to expand its water conservation efforts
Important points for Prelims



Jal Shakti Abhiyan is a time bound campaign launched in 2019 and covers
256 water scare district across the country.
Works under Ministry of Home affairs

Implications to static GS topics
 Features and significance of Jalshakti Abhiyan
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Kisan Sabha app was launched by CSIR: Central Road Research
Institute, New Delhi
Important points for Prelims




This app was developed to connect farmers to supply chain and freight
transportation management system
This app will be a single touch point for every requirement related to
agriculture
This app has six major module which will connect farmers to Mandi
dealers, Transporters, Mandi Board members, service providers like
pesticides and fertilizers dealers, cold store and warehouse owner and
Consumers like big retail outlets, online stores, institutional buyers to
provide timely and effective solution

Benefits:
 Economical and timely Logistic support to the farmer
 Illuminating middleman and increase farmers profit margins
 Provide best market rates of crops
Implications to static GS topics
 Different type of crops grown in India in different regions
 Methods of irrigation and different chemical fertilizers used and their
impact on environment
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Shramik special trains was started to move migrant workers and other
standard persons including students, pilgrims and tourist to their native
places
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Important points for Prelims




Shramik special trains start running from May 1, Labor Day.
Social distancing and mark were compulsory
Upon reaching destinations passengers will be received by the state
government and will be screened and quarentined if necessary and further
travels from the railway station is also managed by State Government

Implications to static GS topics
1. Labor laws
2. Railway and railway tracks in India
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Bihar, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal and Daman and Diu has been
integrated with the one Nation one ration card scheme
Important points for Prelims




Now 60 crore beneficiaries from 17 states and union territories can benefit
from the ration card portability and can purchase subsidized food grains
from any public distribution system across the nation using the existing
ration card.
A ten digit standard ration card number will be provided in which first two
digits will be the state code and the next two digits will be ration card
number

Benefits: If any poor family shift from one place to another it will not be
deprived of getting subsidized food grains under the Food Security Scheme
Implications to static GS topics
 Public Distribution system
 National food security Act and its benefits
 Fair price shops in India
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) are
accepting orders on WhatsApp and e-mail to facilitate medicine
procurement during lockdown.
Important points for Prelims



Under this initiative, the accepted orders are delivered at the patients’
doorsteps.
About PMBJP:
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‘Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana’ is a campaign launched
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. Of India, to provide quality
medicines at affordable prices to the masses through special kendra’s
known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra.
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing agency of
PMBJP. BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India) has
been established under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of
India, with the support of all the CPSUs.
There is no definition of generic or branded medicines under the Drugs &
Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules, 1945 made thereunder. However, generic
medicines are generally those which contain same amount of same active
ingredient(s) in same dosage form and are intended to be administered by
the same route of administration as that of branded medicine.
The price of an unbranded generic version of a medicine is generally lower
than the price of a corresponding branded medicine because in case of
generic version, the pharmaceutical company does not have to spend
money on promotion of its brand.

Implications to static GS topics
 Regulation of generic medicines.
 What are Jan Aushadi Kendras?
 About BPPI.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Surakshit Dada-Dadi & Nana-Nani Abhiyan
Important points for Prelims





Launched by Niti Aayog in association with Piramal Foundation.
Focussed on ensuring wellbeing of senior citizens during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The campaign will reach over 2.9 million senior citizens in 25
Aspirational Districts across Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, MP,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan & UP.
It focuses on behaviour change, access to services, early detection &
tracking of COVID19 symptoms.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
MahaKavach App
Important points for Prelims



Launched by the Government of Maharashtra.
It is a real-time digital contact tracing mobile application which enables
citizens to contribute and assist the health authorities in contact tracing,
geo-fencing and tracking of quarantined COVID-19 patients.
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Selfie attendance feature has been also added in the application to get
virtual attendance.
This app is to be used by individuals as directed by their doctor or medical
worker.
The app will not be accessible to everyone, as the state government aims
to use it for very targeted cases.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In Madhya Pradesh, the Umaria police have launched a Sankalp Scheme
to provide 24-hour help to the elderly, amid the lockdown.
Important points for Prelims





Under the Sankalp Scheme, Superintendent of Police has instructed all
police officers to identify and help one or two elderly families who are
living alone and are worried about their everyday needs during the
lockdown.
Under the Sankalp Scheme, it is trying to connect police personnel along
with every elderly member of the family.
The police got the inspiration for the Sankalp Scheme from an elderly
woman, who was worried for her medicines. The elders are also happy
with this innovative effort of the police.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Rural Development Minister launched the Saras collection on
Government e Marketplace (GeM) portal in New Delhi.
Important points for Prelims




It is a unique initiative of GeM and the Deen Dayal Antyodaya YojanaNational Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), Ministry of Rural
Development.
The Saras collection showcases daily utility products made by rural selfhelp groups. It aims to provide market in rural areas with access to
Central and State Government buyers.
Under the initiative, sellers from Self Help Group will be able to list their
products in 5 product categories, namely (i) handicrafts, (ii) handloom
and textiles, (iii) office accessories, (iv) grocery and pantry, and (v)
personal care and hygiene.

Implications to static GS topics


Government e Marketplace (GeM): It is a 100 percent Government
owned Section 8 Company set up as the National Public Procurement
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Portal for procurement of goods and services required by Central and
State Government organizations.
DAY-NRLM: DAY-NLRM aims to reduce poverty through promotion of
diversified and gainful self-employment while creating skilled wage
employment opportunities.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) have launched the GARUD portal
(https://garud.civilaviation.gov.in) for providing fast track conditional
exemptions to government agencies for COVID-19 related drone
operations.
Important points for Prelims




GARUD is an acronym for ‘Government Authorisation for Relief Using
Drones’.
The step has been taken to aid government entities in addressing the
challenges posed by COVID-19 and will remain in force until further
orders.
The rules and regulations related to operation of Drones/Remotely Piloted
Aircraft ("RPA") are covered under Rule 15A of Aircraft Rules, 1937 and
Civil Aviation Requirements ("CAR") Section 3 Series X Part I dated
27.8.2018 issued by Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Implications to static GS topics


Schemes of Ministry of Civil Aviation

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Uttar Pradesh Government has launched the 'Pravasi Rahat Mitra' App
for migrant workers of state who are returning from different parts of
country amidst lockdown.
Important points for Prelims



The multipurpose App is aimed at providing benefits of government
schemes to the migrant workers and it will also help in monitoring their
health besides providing jobs and livelihood.
The app has been developed by the State Revenue Department in
collaboration with United Nation Development Programme.

Implications to static GS topics


Important Government schemes for migrant labourers
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union HRD Minister launched Central University of Odisha Helpline
“Bharosa” on Cognitive Emotional Rehabilitation Services for University
Students of Odisha.
Important points for Prelims



The Central University of Odisha Helpline “Bharosa” and its Helpline
Number 08046801010 seeks to address the problems of distressed
students in the wake of COVID-19.
The helpline aims at providing Cognitive Emotional Rehabilitation Services
to all University Students of Odisha.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Madhya Pradesh Home Minister launched country's first ever 'FIR Aapke
Dwar Yojana' in Bhopal.
Important points for Prelims




Madhya Pradesh is the first state in the country to implement such an
innovative scheme.
'FIR Aapke Dwar' scheme has been started as a pilot project in 23 Police
Stations including one urban and one rural Police Station at 11 Divisional
Headquarters.
Now people would not be required to visit police station to lodge an FIR.
Under it, Dial 100 vehicle would have trained Head Constables to lodge
FIR. FIRs in complaints of general nature will be lodged on the spot. In
case of serious complaints, guidance will be sought from senior officers.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Ministry of MSME has launched CHAMPIONS portal
www.Champions.gov.in, a Technology driven Control Room-CumManagement Information System.
Important points for Prelims



The name CHAMPIONS stands here for Creation and Harmonious
Application of Modern Processes for Increasing the Output and National
Strength.
The system utilising modern ICT tools is aimed at assisting Indian MSMEs
march into big league as National and Global CHAMPIONS.
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The portal is for making the smaller units big by solving their grievances,
encouraging, supporting, helping and handholding. It is a real one-stopshop solution of MSME Ministry.
As part of the system a network of control rooms is created in a Hub &
Spoke Model. The Hub is situated in New Delhi in the Secretary MSME’s
office. The spokes will be in the States in various offices and institutions of
Ministry.

Implications to static GS topics


Important Government schemes for Micro, small and medium enterprises

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Minister for Tribal Affairs launched the “GOAL (Going Online As
Leaders)” programme of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) in
partnership with Facebook.
Important points for Prelims








GOAL (Going Online As Leaders) is a Joint initiative of Facebook India with
Ministry of Tribal affairs to provide mentorship to tribal youth through
digital mode.
Under this, 5,000 young tribal entrepreneurs, professionals, artisans and
artists (to be called as ‘Mentees’) will be trained by experts (to be called
as ‘Mentors’) from different disciplines on digital skills under digital
entrepreneurship program.
It will develop Tribal Entrepreneurship and connect Tribal Youth to
Domestic and International Markets through Digital Platforms.
Aspiring candidates are invited to apply at online portal
“goal.tribal.gov.in.” Application will be open from May 4, 2020 till midnight
of July 3, 2020. Leaders from the industry and academia are invited to
register as mentors on “goal.tribal.gov.in”
The Facebook had on its own run the project on pilot basis from February
2019 to October 2019 in 5 states with 100 mentees and 25 mentors;
which received enthusiastic response. Based on its success, Facebook
approached MoTA for a joint initiative.

Implications to static GS topics
 Who is founder of Facebook and where is its headquarter.
 Digital currency of Facebook
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has developed
‘National Migrant Information System (NMIS)’, a central online
repository on Migrant Workers to facilitate their seamless movement
across States.
Important points for Prelims





The online portal would maintain a central repository on migrant workers
and help in speedy inter-State communication/co-ordination to facilitate
their smooth movement to native places.
It has additional advantages like contact tracing, which may be useful in
overall COVID-19 response work.
The key data pertaining to the persons migrating has been standardized
for uploading such as name, age, mobile no., originating and destination
district, date of travel etc., which States are already collecting.
States will be able to visualize how many people are going out from where
and how many are reaching destination States.

Implications to static GS topics



National Disaster Management Act
Labour Laws in India

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In Madhya Pradesh, in a first of its kind of initiative, Charan Paduka
campaign has been started for the migrant labourers passing through
the state.
Important points for Prelims




Under this campaign, the migrant labourers going barefoot are being
providing shoes and slippers to reduce their pain.
The most notable thing is that this campaign is being conducted by the
police at most places.
Now this human initiative has spread in many cities of MP including
Damoh, Umaria and Sagar.

Implications to static GS topics


Labour Laws in India

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister launched a new
mobile app called the ‘National Test Abhyas'.
Important points for Prelims



The AI-powered mobile App has been developed by National Testing
Agency (NTA) to enable candidates to take mock tests for upcoming
exams such as JEE Main, NEET under the NTA’s purview.
The app has been launched to facilitate candidates’ access to high quality
mock tests in their homes since there was a demand for making up the
loss to students due to closure of educational institutions and NTA’s TestPractice Centers (TPCs) due to the continuing lockdown.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Cabinet gave its approval to a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme
named Scheme for Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
for the Unorganized Sector on All India basis with an outlay of Rs. 10
thousand crore.
Important points for Prelims








The expenditure will be shared by Centre and the States in ratio of 60:40.
The objectives of the scheme is to increase in access to finance by micro
food processing units and enhanced compliance with food quality and
safety standards.
Scheme will be implemented over a five-year period from 2020-21 to
2024-25 and two lakh micro-enterprises are to be assisted with credit
linked subsidy.
Micro enterprises will get credit linked subsidy at 35 per cent of the
eligible project cost with ceiling of Rs. 10 lakh.
Beneficiary contribution will be minimum 10 per cent and balance from
loan. Seed capital will be given to SHGs (Rs. four lakh per SHG) for loan
to members for working capital and small tools.
There will be on-site skill training and Handholding for DPR and technical
upgradation.
The scheme would be monitored at Centre by an Inter-Ministerial
Empowered Committee under the Chairmanship of Minister, Food
Processing Industries.

Implications to static GS topics




Major food processing industries in India.
Methods of food processing and preservation.
Important microbes which cause decomposition and fermentation of food
products.
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Cabinet has approved ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat Package for allocation
of foodgrains to the migrants / stranded migrants.
Important points for Prelims






The Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for allocation of
foodgrains from Central Pool to approximately 8 crore migrants / stranded
migrants @ 5 kg per person per month (May and June, 2020) for two
months free of cost.
It would entail an estimated food subsidy of about Rs.2,982.27 crore.
Further the expenditure towards intra-state transportation and handling
charges and dealer’s margin / additional dealer margin will account for
about 127.25 crore which will borne fully by Central Government.
Accordingly, the total subsidy from the Government of India is estimated
at about of Rs.3,109.52 crore. The allocation will ease the hardships faced
by migrant / stranded migrants due to economic disruption caused by
COVID-19.

Implications to static GS topics



Food safety scheme one Nation one ration card scheme.
Laws for safeguard of migrant labourers

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Cabinet has approved extension of Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana
Yojana (PMVVY) up to 31st March, 2023 for further period of three years
beyond 31st March, 2020 to enable old age income security for Senior
Citizens.
Important points for Prelims
Key highlights of cabinet decisions:





It has allowed initially an assured rate of return of 7.40 % per annum for
the year 2020-21 per annum and thereafter to be reset every year.
There will be annual reset of assured rate of interest with effect from April
1st of financial year in line with revised rate of returns of Senior Citizens
Saving Scheme (SCSS) upto a ceiling of 7.75% with fresh appraisal of the
scheme on breach of this threshold at any point.
Expenditure is to be incurred on account of the difference between the
market rate of return generated by LIC (net of expenses) and the
guaranteed rate of return under the scheme.
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Management expenses are capped at 0.5% p.a. of funds of the scheme
for first year of scheme in respect of new policies issued and thereafter
0.3% p.a. for second year onwards for the next 9 years.
It has delegated the authority to Finance Minister to approve annual reset
rate of return at the beginning of every financial year.
The minimum investment has also been revised to Rs.1,56,658 for
pension of Rs.12,000/- per annum and Rs.1,62,162/- for getting a
minimum pension amount of Rs.1000/- per month under the scheme.
PMVVY is a social security scheme for senior citizens intended to give an
assured minimum pension to them based on an assured return on the
purchase price / subscription amount.

Implications to static GS topics




Different government schemes for senior citizens.
Pension schemes.
Medical assistance and insurance schemes for senior citizens.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Union Cabinet has given its approval for implementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) - a scheme to bring
Blue Revolution through sustainable and responsible development of
fisheries sector in India.
Important points for Prelims














The Scheme will be implemented during a period of 5 years from FY 202021 to FY 2024-25.
The PMMSY will be implemented as an umbrella scheme with two separate
Components namely
Central Sector Scheme (CS) and
Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS).
Under the Central Sector Scheme Component an amount of 1720
croreshas been earmarked.
Under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) Component, an investment
of 18330 croreshas been envisaged, which in turn is segregated into Nonbeneficiary oriented and Beneficiary orientated sub-components/activities
under the following three broad heads:
Enhancement of Production and Productivity
Infrastructure and Post-Harvest Management
Fisheries Management and Regulatory Framework
For optimal outcomes, ‘Cluster or area-based approach’ would be followed
with requisite forward and backward linkages and end to end solutions.
Collectivization of fishers and fish farmers through Fish Farmer Producer
Organizations (FFPOs) to increase bargaining power of fishers and fish
farmers is a key feature of PMMSY.
Expected Benefits:
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Augmenting fish production and productivity at a sustained average
annual growth rate of about 9% to achieve a target of 22 million metric
tons by 2024-25.
Creation of direct gainful employment opportunities to about 15 lakh
fishers, fish farmers, fish workers, fish vendors etc.
Doubling of fishers, fish farmers and fish workers incomes by 2024.

Implications to static GS topics





Blue revolution.
Sustainable development.
Major fish breeding places in India.
Role of fish in balancing Marine ecosystem

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Uttar Pradesh government has launched the ‘UP Startup Fund’ to
encourage the youth of the state for entrepreneurship.
Important points for Prelims



Under it, UP Chief Minister handed over the first installment of 15 crore
rupees to Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI).
A large number of migrant workers had come to the state and that they
needed to be given jobs on the basis of their skills. The current emphasis
on startups will solve their problems.

Implications to static GS topics




What is small industries Development Bank of India.
When is it formed.
What is its role for different sector
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

IMD cyclone warnings, weather forecast, rainfall information, tourism
related updates, among other services, provided by the Met Department
are now available on UMANG app.
Important points for Prelims


The Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance (UMANG) is a
Government of India all-in-one single, multi-lingual, multi-service mobile
app, powered by a robust back-end platform providing access to high
impact services of various organization (Central and State).
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched UMANG app in 2017 to bring
all the government services on a single mobile app.
About 660 services from 127 department and 25 states, including utility
payments, are available on the app and more are in pipeline.

Implications to static GS topics




What are cyclones.
Nomenclature of different cyclones.
Major cyclones in Indian ocean and Pacific Ocean.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

On the occasion of the International Day for Biological Diversity 2020,
Union Minister of Environment launched five key initiatives towards
conservation of biodiversity.
Important points for Prelims








Biodiversity Samrakshan Internship Programme:
This is an initiative of National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) and United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
The programme proposes to engage 20 students with postgraduate
degrees for a period of one year to support the projects of NBA in various
State/UTs and to technically assist the State Biodiversity Boards/UTs
Biodiversity Council in discharge of their mandates.
Not all Animals Migrate by Choice:
The Campaign on Illegal Trafficking of Endangered Species: ‘Not all
Animals Migrate by Choice’ was launched by the Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau, with UNEP.
Illegal trade in wildlife carries the risk of spreading dangerous pandemics.
It seeks to address these environmental challenges, to raise awareness,
and to advocate solutions.
The year 2020 is also the “SUPER YEAR FOR BIODIVERSITY”, as the
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity with 20 global Aichi targets adopted in 2010
ends in 2020 and all the countries together are in the process of
preparation of Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework.

Implications to static GS topics





What is biodiversity.
Endangered species .
IUCN list. Different conventions .
Laws and acts in India for prevention of biodiversity.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY), the
flagship health assurance scheme of the Government of India has
marked 1 crore treatments. These treatments worth Rs 13,412 crore
have been provided through a growing network of 21,565 public and
private empanelled hospitals.
Important points for Prelims







On this occasion, the Union Health Minister launched a ‘Ask Ayushman’
chat bot on WhatsApp, a 24*7 AI-enabled assistant that provides
information on various aspects of the AB-PMJAY scheme.
He also launched a “Hospital Ranking Dashboard” which is a significant
step to rank empanelled hospitals on the basis of beneficiaries’ feedback.
The ranking will help the National Health Authority (NHA) to take evidence
based decision making.
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana was launched in
2018.
It is providing affordable healthcare in the form of tertiary hospital
treatment to poor and vulnerable Indians through a health cover of Rs. 5
lakh per family per year.
Its aim is to ensure financial risk protection to more than 10.74 crore
poorest, most vulnerable families in the country.

Implications to static GS topics


Major implications of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister has launched a new programme named
‘ReStart’ to support the MSME sector in the State.
Important points for Prelims





The programme is expected to benefit 98,000 units that provide
employment to more than 10 lakh people. The government will spend
₹1,100 crore on revival of the sector.
The government also waived power demand charges of MSMEs during the
months of April, May and June which is roughly around Rs 188 crore.
Additionally, Rs 200 crore is going to be provided as input capital to the
firms at low-interest rates which would put the MSMEs back on rails.
The government will directly purchase 360 items manufactured by the
MSMEs and give payments in a period of 45 days which will further help
the sector.

Implications to static GS topics
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Capital of Andhra Pradesh. CM and Governor of Andhra Pradesh.
When was Andhra pradesh formed.
Major rivers of Andhra Pradesh places of interest in Andhra Pradesh.
Mountains and mountains peaks of Andhra Pradesh.
Products of Andhra Pradesh which got G I tag.
Tribes of Andhra Pradesh.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

The Mizoram Cabinet has granted industry status to sports, a move
aimed at generating employment.
Important points for Prelims




The government seek to invest more in sports for the generation of
employment and increasing value. The industry status will help them to
meet the requirements of sportspersons and others involved in the sector.
Mizoram was the first state to decide granting of industry status to sports.
The Mizos are sports loving people and football is their favourite.

Implications to static GS topics






Chief minister and governor of Mizoram.
Major mountains and their peak in Mizoram.
Major tribes of Mizoram.
Major culture and sports of Mizoram.
Products of Mizoram which got G I tag
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Farmers in Chhattisgarh would get up to Rs.13,000 an acre a year under
the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyaya Yojana, a new income support programme
announced by the State government.
Important points for Prelims





In the first instalment, ₹1,500 crore would be distributed among 18 lakh
farmers, more than 80% of them small and marginal. The annual cost of
the scheme would be ₹5,700 crore.
The scheme would cover rice, maize and sugarcane farmers to begin with,
and would expand to other crops later. Rice and maize farmers would get
₹10,000 an acre, while sugarcane farmers would get ₹13,000. The money
would be distributed in four instalments.
This will help them through the agricultural cycle and help with extension
activities. The additional income to farmers would increase rural demand
and also act as a stimulus for the State’s economy.
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Implications to static GS topics


Different schemes of Central and various state governments for
betterment of farmer.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

The source code of Aarogya Setu App has now been made open source.
Opening of the source code upto the developer community signifies
Government of India's commitment to Transparency Principle.
Important points for Prelims





On 2nd April 2020, India launched Aarogya Setu mobile App for helping
augment the efforts of limiting the spread of COVID19, with an objective
of enabling Bluetooth based contact tracing, mapping of likely hotspots
and dissemination of relevant information about COVID19.
The App has over 114 million users as on 26th May, which is more than
any other Contact Tracing App in the world.
The App is available in 12 languages and on Android, iOS and KaiOS
platforms.

Implications to static GS topics



What is Arogya Setu App and it's use.
Contact tracing Applications.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Sports Authority of India (SAI) has deposited 30,000 rupees each as out
of pocket allowance in accounts of 2,749 Khelo India athletes.
Important points for Prelims





The Sports Authority of India (SAI) is the apex national sports body of
India for the development of sport in India.
Established in: 1984.
Headquarters: Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium (Delhi).
Parent agency: Department of Sports, Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports.

Implications to static GS topics



Khelo India project.
Other important projects and schemes of sports ministry.
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In a first of its kind initiative in the Country, Karnataka government will
soon launch a State Health Register project to maintain the health
database of all its citizens.
Important points for Prelims




The Karnataka State Health Register will be a robust and standardized
health repository of all the citizens.
This will not only help the government to provide better health care, but
will also help efficient resource allocation, management and better
implementation of various citizen centric schemes in the state.
This project will be implemented first in Chikkaballapur district on
experimental basis.

Implications to static GS topics









Capital of Karnataka.
CM and Governor of Karnataka.
When was Karnataka formed.
Major rivers of Karnataka.
Places of interest in Karnataka.
Mountains and mountains peaks of Karnataka.
Products of Karnataka which got G I tag.
Tribes of Karnataka.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Uttar Pradesh government will develop 800 km roads as Herbal roads in
the state.
Important points for Prelims




These herbal roads will have medicinal and herbal trees – like Peepal,
Neem, Sehjan along with other herb varieties like Brahmi, Ashvagandha
and Jatrofa – along with the land on their both sides.
These plants will provide raw material for the medicines and will also help
in curbing the erosion of land.
These 800 kilometer roads will be along national and state highways
passing through state and the herbal garden along with them will keep
air-borne, bacterial and other diseases at bay.

Implications to static GS topics
Target PCS Lucknow

Page 151

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020









Capital of Uttar Pradesh.
CM and Governor of Uttar Pradesh.
When was Uttar Pradesh formed.
Major rivers of Uttar Pradesh.
Places of interest in Uttar Pradesh.
Mountains and mountains peaks of Uttar Pradesh.
Products of Uttar Pradesh which got GI tag.
Tribes of Uttar Pradesh

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union Ministry of HRD has decided to take forward the Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) programme by using innovative ways in view
of the prevailing conditions of COVID 19.
Implications to static GS topics




During the recent meeting, following was decided:
To move towards digital mediums for the carrying on the activities under
EBSB by each participating Ministry/ Department. To organise webinars on
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat themes for their wide dissemination.
To have a common repository for the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat digital
resources that can be used by every Ministry. This repository may be
hosted on a common portal.

Implications to Static GS Topic





Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) programme
Origin: The programme was announced by the Prime Minister in 2015 on
the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Subsequently, the
initiative was announced in the Union Budget for 2016-17.
Objective: To promote engagement and thereby understanding amongst
the people of different states/UTs to ensure ensure a stronger united
India.
The Ministry of Human Resource Development has been designated Nodal
Ministry for co-ordination of the programme.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Ministry of Labour and Employment under its National Career
Service (NCS) project has now started offering free online “Career Skills
Training” in partnership with TCS ION for its registered job-seekers.
Important points for Prelims
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The Ministry of Labour and Employment is implementing the National
Career Service (NCS) project for transformation of the National
Employment Service to provide a variety of employment related services
like job search, job matching, career counselling, vocational guidance,
information on skill development courses through an on-line portal
(www.ncs.gov.in).
Around 1000 employment exchanges including 200 Model Career Centers
across the country are integrated with NCS.
A Special link for Work from Home Jobs and Online Trainings has been
created on NCS portal Home Page to give direct access to job-seekers to
such jobs.
NCS also offers the functionality of creation of video profiles for jobseekers in partnership with HIREMEE, a platform which provides online
assessment and hiring services. Job-seekers can showcase their ability to
recruiters using short video clips. All services on NCS are free.

Implications to Static GS Topic
 What is national career service project and when was it started.
 Different labour laws of India.
 Skill India mission.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister has announced the launch of the ‘Rozgar
Setu’ scheme, to help secure employment for skilled workers who have
returned.
Important points for Prelims



After such workers requiring employment are identified, the government
will contact factory, workshop owners and contractors overseeing
infrastructure projects such as road and bridge construction.
Thus, the State government will act as a setu [bridge] between workers
and employers so that both are benefited. According to CM, Madhya
Pradesh is the first state to devise such a work plan.

Implications to Static GS Topic








Capital of Madhya Pradesh.
CM and Governor of Madhya Pradesh.
When was Madhya Pradesh formed.
Major rivers of Madhya Pradesh places of interest in Madhya Pradesh.
Mountains and mountains peaks of Madhya Pradesh.
Products of Madhya Pradesh which got G I tag.
Tribes of Madhya Pradesh.
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NEWS
The Union Minister for Electronics and IT launched India’s national
Artificial Intelligence Portal called www.ai.gov.in.
Important points for Prelims



This portal has been jointly developed by the Ministry of Electronics and IT
and IT Industry. National e-Governance Division of Ministry of Electronics
and IT and NASSCOM from the IT industry will jointly run this portal.
This portal shall work as a one stop digital platform for AI related
developments in India, sharing of resources such as articles, startups,
investment funds in AI, resources, companies and educational institutions
related to AI in India.

Implications to Static GS Topic
 What is artificial intelligence.
 Government schemes and projects for Artificial Intelligence development
in India.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Union Minister for Electronics and IT launched a National Program
for the youth called “Responsible AI for Youth”.
Important points for Prelims








Objective: To empower the youth to become AI ready and help reduce
the skill gap, while enabling youth to create meaningful social impact
solutions.
Bodies involved: The Program has been created and launched by the
National e-Governance Division, Ministry of Electronics & IT in
collaboration with Intel India, with support from Department of School
Education and Literacy (DoSE&L), Ministry of HRD.
Coverage: The National Programme is open to students of classes 8 - 12
from Central and State government-run schools (including KVS, NVS,
JNV) from across the country.
Strategy:
The identified students will attend online training sessions on AI who will
submit their ideas through a 60 seconds video explaining a proposed AI
enabled solution.
From the submitted ideas, top 100 ideas will be shortlisted and these
students will be invited to attend sessions. Post the sessions, these
students will be asked to create real time projects and submit their final
project in a video format on the website.
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Person, Place, Awards in News
News
Labor Day: 1st May
Important points for Prelims




This is also known as International workers day and May Day.
In India, the first celebration of the Labour Day was organised in Madras,
now Chennai, by the labour Kisan party of Hindustan on May 1,1923.
Indian Labour Conference 7th session, November 1942. Brought down
working hours from 14 to 8 hrs. By Dr B. R. Ambedakar.

Implications to static GS topics
 Pradhan Mantree Mandhan Yojna.
 Shram Suvidha Portal - e governance initiative
 Labour code
 Employment Guarantee Scheme
 MGNREGA
 Haymarket affair of Chicago, 1886. The day marks the victory of the
workers movement for 8 hours of work
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Ludwig van Beethoven 253 birth anniversary
Important points for Prelims




German composer and pianist
His Moonlight Sonata for the piano and dramatic 4 note opening to his
Fifth Symphony are among the best known features of classical music.
His Ode To Joy is part of The Ninth Symphony has been adopted by the
European Union as the Anthem of Europe.

Implications to static GS topics
 European Union
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
TS Tirumurti has been appointed as the next ambassador or permanent
representative of India to the United Nations
Important points for Prelims



India will be in UN Security Council for a two year term in 2021-22
TS Tirumurthy will replace Syed Akbaruddin.

Implications to static GS topics
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 Security Council - Member countries and major programs.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Inclusion of the Chakma and Hajong communities in the covid-19 relief
programs
Important points for Prelims
 The Chakma and Hajong are ethnic people.
 They are inhabitants of the Chittagong Hill tracks of Bangladesh who
migrated to India due to submergence of their land by the Kaptai Dam on
the Karnaphuli river in the 1960 or because of religious suppression they
faced in East Pakistan because they were non Muslims.
 Chakmas are mainly Buddhists and Hajong are Hindus.
 They stay in relief camps in Arunachal Pradesh and estimated to be
around 1 lakh Chakma and hajong refugees.
Implications to static GS topics
 Lushai Hills of Mizoram
 Nifa and Arunachal Pradesh
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Shobhana Narsimhan elected as an International Honorary Member to
the American Academy of Arts and sciences
Important points for Prelims






Shobhana Narsimhan is head of the Computational Nanoscience group at
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research
She became a fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, India in 2011
She has received Strishakti Samman science award in 2010 and the
Kalpana Chawla women scientist award of the Government of Karnataka
in 2010
Other members included in international honorary members list were
Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein and Nelson Mandela.
The American Academy of Art and Sciences is one of the oldest learned
societies in the United States, which was founded in 1780.

Implications to static GS topics
 Nanoscience
 Other Eminent women scientists in India
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
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For the first time Since its Inception, Thrissur Pooram will be observed
with rituals within the Temple premises with just few participants
because of lockdown to prevent spread of covid-19.
Important points for Prelims



Thrissur Pooram is known as the festival of festivals.
It was started by the earstwhile ruler of Kochi, Sakthan Thampuran about
more than 200 years ago.

Implications to static GS topics
 Art and culture of rulers of south
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Legendary Footballer Chuni Goswami died in Kolkata on after prolonged
illness. He was 82.
Important points for Prelims




Chuni Goswami was the captain of gold medal winning Indian footballteam
of Jakarta Asiad held in 1962. He was also the captain of Bengal Ranji
Cricket team. He was also Sheriff of Kolkata.
He was awarded Arjun , Padmasree and several others prestigious awards
for his outstanding contributions in the field of Sports . He received
Mohonbagan Ratna awards in 2005.
The West Bengal Government conferred him the highest civilian award
Banga Bibhusan in 2013 .

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Ministry of Culture’s Development of Museums and Cultural Spaces
(DMCS) digitally launched the short film ‘A Ray of Genius’ to mark the
beginning of the centenary celebrations of Satyajit Ray.
Important points for Prelims




Satyajit Ray (1921 – 1992) was an Indian filmmaker, screenwriter, music
composer, graphic artist, lyricist and author, widely regarded as one of
the greatest filmmakers of all time.
Ray directed 36 films, including feature films, documentaries and shorts.
Ray's first film, Pather Panchali (1955), along with Aparajito (1956) and
Apur Sansar (1959), form The Apu Trilogy.
He also authored several short stories and novels, meant primarily for
young children and teenagers. Feluda, the sleuth, and Professor Shonku,
the scientist in his science fiction stories, are popular fictional characters
created by him.

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 158

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020



Ray received many major awards in his career, including 32 Indian
National Film Awards and an Academy Honorary Award in 1992.
The Government of India honored him with the Bharat Ratna, its highest
civilian award, in 1992.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
National Gallery of Modern Art pays tribute to the pioneering artist
Jamini Roy on his 133rd Birth Anniversary year through virtual tour.
Important points for Prelims










Jamini Roy (1887 – 1972) was an Indian painter.
He was one of the most famous pupils of Abanindranath Tagore.
He preferred himself to be called a patua.
Initially he experimented with Kalighat paintings but found that it has
ceased to be strictly a "patua" and went to learn from village patuas.
Consequently, his techniques as well as subject matter was influenced by
traditional art of Bengal.
Awards and Honours:
He was honoured with the State award of Padma Bhushan in 1955.
In 1955, he was made the first Fellow of the Lalit Kala Akademi, the
highest honour in the fine arts conferred by the Lalit Kala Akademi, India's
National Academy of Art, Government of India.
In 1976, the Archaeological Survey of India, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India declared his works among the "Nine Masters" whose work, to be
henceforth considered "to be art treasures, having regard to their artistic
and aesthetic value".

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
On centenary year of great archaeologist Professor B. B. Lal, Union
Culture Minister released an e-book “Prof. B. B. Lal -India Rediscovered”
today in New Delhi.
Important points for Prelims






Braj Basi Lal (born 1921), better known as B. B. Lal, is an Indian
archaeologist.
He was the Director General of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
from 1968 to 1972 and has served as Director of the Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies, Shimla. Lal also served on various UNESCO
committees.
He received the Padma Bhushan Award in 2000.
Works:
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Between 1950-52, Lal worked on the archaeology of sites accounted for in
the Hindu epic Mahabharata, including Hastinapura, the capital city of the
Kurus.
Lal worked on Mesolithic site of Birbhanpur (West Bengal), Chalcolithic
site of Gilund (Rajasthan) and Harappan site of Kalibangan (Rajasthan).
In 1975-76, Lal worked on the "Archaeology of Ramayana Sites" project
funded by the ASI, which excavated five sites mentioned in the Hindu epic
Ramayana - Ayodhya, Bharadwaj ashram, Nandigram, Chitrakoot and
Shringaverapur.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
UNESCO organized the 27th celebration of World Press Freedom Day.
Important points for Prelims











History: World Press Freedom Day was proclaimed by the UN General
Assembly in December 1993, following the recommendation of UNESCO's
General Conference.
Date of observance: Since then, 3 May, the anniversary of the Declaration
of Windhoek is celebrated worldwide as World Press Freedom Day.
Objective of the Day: To celebrate the fundamental principles of press
freedom, assess the state of press freedom throughout the world, defend
the media from attacks on their independence, and pay tribute to
journalists who have lost their lives in the line of duty.
World Press Freedom Prize (UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press
Freedom Prize)?
Objective: The Prize, honours a person or institution who contributed to
freedom of press, esp. in the face of danger.
Bodies involved: The Prize was established on the initiative of UNESCO's
Executive Board and is formally conferred by the Director-General of the
Organization.
When awarded? The prize, created in 1997, is awarded each year on the
occasion of World Press Freedom Day on 3 May.
Cash Prize: $25000 Prize.
Name: The prize is named after Guillermo Cano Isaza, a Colombian
journalist, who was murdered in 1986. He was a vocal critic of the
country's powerful drug barons.

Implications to static GS topics:


Important findings of World Press Freedom report

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 160

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020
Well-known Kannada poet K.S. Nisar Ahmed passed away. He was 84.
Important points for Prelims





S. Nissar Ahmed (1936 - 2020), was an Indian poet and writer in the
Kannada language.
He was known as Nithyotsava Kavi after his iconic poem Nityotsava, which
details the grandeur of Karnataka. The poem became the state’s unofficial
anthem after it was picked up singers of Sugama Sangeeta, Karnataka’s
very own school of light music.
A prominent poet of the Navya (modernist) school of literature, he was
honoured with Padma Shri award in 2008.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
India has appointed diplomat T S Tirumurti, currently serving as
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, as its Permanent
Representative to the United Nations.
Important points for Prelims






The Permanent Mission is the diplomatic mission that every member state
deputes to the United Nations, and is headed by a Permanent
Representative, who is also referred to as the “UN ambassador”.
UN Permanent Representatives are assigned to the UN headquarters in
New York City, and can also be appointed to other UN offices in Geneva,
Vienna, and Nairobi.
According to Article 1 (7) of the Vienna Convention on the Representation
of States in their Relations with International Organizations of a Universal
Character, a “Permanent Mission” is a: “mission of permanent character,
representing the State, sent by a State member of an international
organization to the Organization”.
India was among the select members of the United Nations that signed
the United Nations Declaration at Washington on January 1, 1942. India
also participated in the historic UN Conference of International
Organization at San Francisco from April 25 to June 26, 1945.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
International Nurses Day is celebrated on May 12 to commemorate her
birthday.
Important points for Prelims

Target PCS Lucknow

Page 161

UPPCS Pattern Current Affairs - May 2020












In India, on the occasion of International Nurses Day, the National
Florence Nightingale Awards are given to the outstanding nursing
personnel employed in Central, State/UTs. Nurses working in
Government, Voluntary Organizations, Mission institutions. Private
institutions can apply with the due recommendation of concerned State
Government.
Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern nursing, was born 200 years
ago.
About:
Florence (1820 – 1910) was born to a wealthy English family in Florence,
Italy, and named after the city.
She became famous as a result of her innovations in nursing care at
Scutari hospital in modern-day Istanbul, where she treated British soldiers
wounded in the Crimean War of 1854, in which British, French and
Ottoman forces fought the Russian Empire.
Every night she would make rounds through the camps, checking on each
soldier, a practice that saw her nicknamed the “Lady with the Lamp”.
She used statistics as a way of proving the effectiveness of different
interventions. She produced her famous “rose” diagrams, which
demonstrated the high proportion of deaths caused by disease as opposed
to battle wounds.
As a result of this work, she became the first woman admitted to the
London Statistical Society, in 1858.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
NLC India Limited has for the first time, commenced production of Coal.
The coal produced from Talabira II and III Mines in the state of Odisha,
which was allotted to NLCIL in 2016 with a capacity of 20 Million Tonne
per annum will be used to meet its requirement of its existing and
future coal fired power plants.
Important points for Prelims





NLC India Limited (formerly Neyveli Lignite Corporation Limited) (NLC) is
a ‘Navratna’ Public Enterprise under the Ministry of Coal.
It works in the fossil fuel mining sector in India and thermal power
generation. It annually produces about 30 million tonne lignite from
opencast mines at Neyveli in the state of Tamil Nadu in southern India
and at Barsingsar in Bikaner district of Rajasthan state.
It was incorporated in 1956 and is headquartered in Neyveli, Tamil Nadu.

Implications to static GS topics




Coal fields in India
Export and import of coal in India
Type of coal
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Unicode Consortium has accepted the proposal to add two Tamil
characters to the Telugu list for transcribing religious Tamil texts. The
proposal was submitted so that Tamil texts can be transcribed into
Telugu without worrying about equivalents.
Important points for Prelims






The Unicode Consortium (Unicode Inc.) is a non-profit organization based
in California, United States. It was established in 1991.
Its primary purpose is to maintain and publish the Unicode Standard
which was developed with the intention of replacing existing character
encoding schemes which are limited in size and scope, and are
incompatible with multilingual environments.
The Unicode Standard assigns code to characters from different languages
in the world so that they can be understood and displayed across software
platforms.
Unicode's success at unifying character sets has led to its widespread
adoption in the internationalization and localization of software.

Implications to static GS topics


Indian languages which have got position of classical languages

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
United States President Donald Trump has nominated senior IndianAmerican diplomat Manisha Singh as his envoy to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).
Important points for Prelims




She will be the US Representative to OECD with the rank of an
Ambassador. Ms Singh is currently Assistant Secretary of State for
Economic and Business Affairs at the State Department.
Paris-based OECD is an intergovernmental economic organisation with 36
member countries to stimulate economic progress and world trade.
President Donald Trump has also nominated Indian-American Ashok
Michael Pinto as a representative to the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) for a term of two years.

Implications to static GS topics


Type of democracy in USA
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Part of Indian constitution adopted from US Constitution

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Three Indian photographers from Jammu & Kashmir— Mukhtar Khan,
Yasin Dar and Channi Anand —were named for the Pulitzer Prize in the
Feature Photography category.
Important points for Prelims









They work for Associated Press (AP) and won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for
feature photography for their “striking images of life” in Jammu and
Kashmir after the Centre abrogated the territory’s special status under
Article 370 of the Constitution in August last year.
What is it? The Pulitzer Prize is an award for achievements in newspaper,
magazine and online journalism, literature, and musical composition in the
United States.
History: It was established in 1917 by provisions in the will of American
(Hungarian-born) Joseph Pulitzer who had made his fortune as a
newspaper publisher.
Administered by: Columbia University in New York City.
Categories: Prizes are awarded yearly in 21 categories.
In 20 of the categories, each winner receives a certificate and a U.S.
$15,000 cash award (raised from $10,000 in 2017).
The winner in the public service category of the journalism competition is
awarded a gold medal.

Implications to static GS topics






List of Indians who won Pulitzer in past
In 1937, Gobind Behari Lal became the first Indian to win a Pulitzer. He
won the award in the reporting category.
In the non-journalism category, author Jhumpa Lahiri (who has also
written Namesake and Lowland) won the Pulitzer in 2000 in the fiction
category for her book Interpreter of Maladies.
In 2011, Indian-American cancer physician and researcher Siddhartha
Mukherjee won the prize in the general non-fiction category for his book
“The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer”.
In 2018, Adnan Abidi and Danish Siddiqui were the first Indians to win a
Pulitzer for feature photography for documenting the Rohingya refugee
crisis in Myanmar and Bangladesh.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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IIT Bombay Professor Saurabh Lodha has received the Young Career
Award in Nano Science & Technology for the year 2020 for Advanced
Transistor Technologies.
Important points for Prelims




The award has been instituted by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Govt. of India.
This award recognises his pioneering contributions in the development of
logic transistor technologies beyond silicon and nanoelectronic devices
based on two-dimensional Van der Waals materials.
The ultra-thin (less than a nm thick) nature of these Van der Waals
materials, analogous to graphene, bestows them with extraordinary
optical and electronic properties along with high mechanical flexibility.

Implications to static GS topics





India’s major research in field of nanotechnology
What is nanotechnology
What are nanoparticles
Use of nanoparticles

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Russian President Vladimir Putin has awarded Kim Jong-un a
commemorative war medal marking the 75th anniversary of the victory
over Nazi Germany. The medal was awarded to Mr. Kim for his role in
preserving the memory of Soviet soldiers who died on North Korean
territory.
Important points for Prelims
Background:






Soviet troops helped drive Japanese forces out of the Korean peninsula in
the final stages of WWII.
The Soviet Union also played the main role in installing Kim Jong Un's
grandfather, Kim Il Sung, as the first leader of the nascent Communist
state in 1948.
Alongside China, it supported North Korea during the 1950s Korean War,
which never officially ended despite the 1953 armistice.
The ceremony came days after Kim ended mounting speculation over his
health when North Korean media published photos of him smiling at a
ribbon-cutting ceremony at a fertiliser plant.
His re-emergence came as a blow to the credibility of some high-profile
defectors from the North who had speculated he was suffering from a
grave illness or could even be dead.
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A little-known outfit, The Resistance Front (TRF), had claimed
responsibility for the April 5 attack on the security forces along the Line
of Control in the Kupwara sector, where five Army personnel were
killed. TRF is becoming the new face of Kashmir terror.
Important points for Prelims
View of Indian Security forces:







The Resistance Front (TRF) is a front organization of the Pakistan-backed
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
It was promoted by Pakistan and created in August 2019 following the
withdrawal of Article 370.
All attacks carried out by the Pakistan-backed Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) are
being pinned on the newly formed “seasonal” group in the Kashmir Valley
in order to escape scrutiny by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and
avoid further sanctions.
The global money laundering and terrorist financing watchdog is to review
Pakistan’s performance in acting against terror funding at its next meeting
in Beijing in June.
Pakistan wants to project Kashmiri terrorism as a resistance movement by
Kashmiris. So far Hizbul and LeT have come under TRF’s umbrella.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Facebook’s new oversight board — similar to an independent, internal
court — has chosen National Law School of India University (NLSIU)
Vice-Chancellor Sudhir Krishnaswamy as one of its first 20 members.
Important points for Prelims






Working: The board will make final and binding decisions on what content
should be allowed or removed from Facebook and Instagram, based on
respect for freedom of expression and human rights.
Power: All decisions taken by the board will be implemented by Facebook
as long as they do not violate the law.
Significance: To moderate content posted on social media platforms,
Facebook’s oversight board represents a new model of content moderation
for Facebook and Instagram. Notably, the Board will review content
referred to it by both users and Facebook
Composition: The board comprises of 20 independent Members from over
27 countries which includes former heads of state, judges, journalists,
human rights rapporteurs etc.
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Removal of Members: the board members are independent of the
company, and cannot be removed by Facebook based on their decisions.
Sudhir Krishnaswamy?
Sudhir Krishnaswamy is the India Vice-Chancellor of the National Law
School of India University.
He is also co-founder of the Center for Law and Policy Research, an
advocacy organization that has substantially advanced the rights of
LGBTQ+ and transgenders in India through impact litigation.

Implications to static GS topics




Founder of facebook
Headquarter of facebook
Crypto currency of Facebook

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
This year the theme of World Migratory Bird Day is “Birds Connect Our
World” to highlight the importance of conserving the ecological
connectivity that support the natural movements of migratoy birds.
Important points for Prelims





WMBD is an annual awareness-raising campaign highlighting the need for
the protection of migratory birds and their habitats.
The annual day was initiated in 2006.
Since 2018, it is celebrated twice a year, on the second Saturday in May
and in October.
The campaign is organized by two international wildlife treaties
administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) – the
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(CMS), and the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) together with Environment for the Americas (EFTA).

Implications to static GS topics




Important migratory birds who visits India every year.
Important places of migratory birds in India
Bird santuries in India

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The World Red Cross Day was observed by IFRC on May 8, 2020.
Important points for Prelims
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Names: World Red Cross Day is also known as World Red Cross and Red
Crescent Day.
Objective: To commemorate the principles of International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement.
Day of observance: It is observed every year on May 8.
The day is the birthday of Henry Dunant, who had generated the Red
Cross Committee of the International (ICRI) in 1863 in Switzerland,
Geneva.
He was born on May 8, 1828 and was also the recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize.
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC):
Mandate: It is a worldwide humanitarian aid organization that acts before,
during and after disasters and health emergencies to meet the needs and
improve the lives of vulnerable people.
Guiding principles: It is guided by seven Fundamental Principles:
Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service,
universality and unity.
Established in: 1919.
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.
The Indian Red Cross Society, which was founded in 1920, is celebrating
its 100th anniversary this year.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

National Gallery of Modern Art organised the Virtual Tour
titled “Gurudev – Journey of the Maestro through his visual
vocabulary” from 7th May 2020 to commemorate the 159th birth
anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.
Important points for Prelims
About Rabindranath Tagore:
Early life:







Popularly known as ‘Gurudev’, he was born in an affluent Family.
Tagore was primarily known as a writer, poet, playwright, philosopher and
aesthetician, music composer and choreographer, founder of a unique
educational institution – Visva- Bharati and a painter.
Tagore began writing poetry at the tender age of eight years old and at
16 years of age,Tagore released his first collection of poems under the
pen name ‘Bhanusimha’.
He had spoken at the World Parliament for Religions in the years 1929
and 1937.
Contributions:
He wrote the National Anthems of India and Bangladesh.
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He left his imprint on art and played a role in transforming its practices
and ushering into modernism.
Between 1928 and 1940, Rabindranath painted more than 2000 images.
He never gave any title to his paintings.
Expressionism in European art and the primitive art of ancient
cultures inspired him.
Awards:
In 1913, he became the first Indian to receive a Nobel Prize in
Literature for his novel ‘Geetanjali’.
Role in the freedom struggle:
He denounced British imperialism, yet he did not fully support or agree
with Gandhi and his Non-cooperation Movement.
He viewed British rule as a symptom of the overall “sickness” of the social
“disease” of the public.
In his writings, he also voiced his support of Indian nationalists.
Rabindranath Tagore wrote the song Banglar Mati Banglar Jol (Soil of
Bengal, Water of Bengal) to unite the Bengali population after Bengal
partition in 1905.
He also wrote the famed ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’which helped ignite a feeling
of nationalism amongst people.
He started the Rakhi Utsavwhere people from Hindu and Muslim
communities tied colourful threads on each other’s wrists.
Tagore rejected violence from the British as well and renounced the
knighthood that had been given to him by Lord Hardinge in 1915 in
protest of the violent Amritsar massacre in which the British killed at least
1526 unarmed Indian citizens.
The cornerstone of Tagore’s beliefs and work is the idea that anticolonialism cannot simply be achieved by rejecting all things British, but
should consist of incorporating all the best aspects of western culture into
the best of Indian culture.

Implications to static GS topics






Essence in Tagore’s paintings.
When and why he renounced his knighthood?
His contributions to literature?
About Vishwabharati University.
Tagore award.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS
PM paid tributes to Gopal Krishna Gokhale on his birth anniversary. He
was born on 9 May 1866.
Important points for Prelims
Who was he?
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Gopal Krishna Gokhale was an Indian political leader, a social reformer
during the Indian Independence Movement and Mahatma Gandhi’s
political mentor.
Gokhale campaigned for Indian self-rule and also social reform. He was
the leader of the moderate faction of the Congress party that advocated
reforms by working with existing government institutions

Contributions of GK Gokhale in freedom movement of India:














He gave budget speeches as a member of the Imperial Legislative
Council.
He contributed articles to the English weekly Mahratta.
He served as Secretary of the Deccan Education Society.
After being given charge of the Bombay Provincial Conference in 1893, he
was elected to the Senate of the Bombay University.
He visited Ireland and arranged for Irish nationalist Alfred Webb to serve
as the President of the Indian National Congress in 1894.
As a member of the Pune Municipality, twice elected its president, Gokhale
continued to strive to solve the problems of the poor, and those who came
to him with grievances.
Gokhale also published a daily newspaper entitled Jnanaprakash, which
allowed him to voice his reformist views on politics and society.
He was later elected to the Council of India of the Governor-General of
India in 1903.
He was appointed as the Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire in
1904 New Year’s Honours List.
In 1905, he founded the Servants of India Society, which trained people
to be selfless workers so they could work for the common good of the
people. He was also elected as the President of the Indian National
Congress.
He was instrumental in the formation of the Minto-Morley Reforms of
1909, which eventually became law.
Gokhale was a mentor to both Mohammed Jinnah and Mahatma
Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi even wrote a book called, ‘Gokhale, My Political
Guru’. His core beliefs about the importance of political liberty, social
reform and economic progress for all Indians are still relevant to our
times.

Implications to static GS topics:










Organisations in which Gokhale served.
His election Governor’s council and imperial council.
His role in freedom movement.
Name of book written by Gandhi on Gokhale.
INC presidency for Gokhale.
Who published Mahratta?
Who founded Deccan Education Society?
Newspaper published by Gokhale.
Gist of Morley Minto reforms.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
May 9 marks birth anniversary of Maharana Pratap, the 13th Rajpur king
of Mewar.
Important points for Prelims




Maharana Pratap was born in 1540 and died at the age of 56 in 1597.
He is known for his bravery in the Battle of Haldighati. It was fought in
1576 between Maharana and the forces of Akbar led by Man Singh of
Amber.
Rana’s forces were defeated in 6 hours. But the Mughals failed to capture
him. Maharana re-gathered his forces, fought and won against the
Mughals after six years in 1582. Having faced a terrible defeat, Akbar
stopped his military campaigns against Mewar after the battle.

Legacy:


Rana Pratap’s defiance of the mighty Mughal empire, almost alone and
unaided by the other Rajput states, constitute a glorious saga of Rajput
valour and the spirit of self sacrifice for cherished principles. Rana Pratap’s
methods of sporadic warfare was later elaborated further by Malik Ambar,
the Deccani general, and by Shivaji Maharaj.

Implications to static GS topics:



Battle of Haldighati- reasons, groups involved and outcomes.
Akbar’s reign- extent, cultural contributions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in the Virtual Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) Summit through Video Conferencing on May 4, 2020.
The summit will discuss the enhanced coordination of the member
states in their fight against the coronavirus pandemic.
Important points for Prelims




The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is a forum of 120 developing world
countries that are not formally aligned with or against any major power
bloc.
NAM represents the biggest grouping of countries outside the United
Nations comprising 120 developing countries from Asia, Africa and Latin
America.
Drawing on the principles agreed at the Bandung Conference in 1955, the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries was founded on a wider geographical
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basis at the First Summit Conference of Belgrade, which was held on
September 1-6, 1961.
India is one of the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), which was established in 1961 with 29 members.
Azerbaijan is the president of the grouping from 2019-2022 and the meet
is being organised under the leadership of President of Azerbaijan Ilham
Aliyev. The title of the summit is “We stand together against COVID-19”.

Implications to static GS topics






Organisations to which India is not a member.
Organizations in which India has an observer status.
Members of NAM.
Founders of NAM.
India’s participation in NAM.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
For the first time in living memory, not a single animal was killed in
Jharkhand on Bishnu Sendra Parva.
Important points for Prelims



Bishnu Sendra Parva is an annual hunting festival observed by tribals of
Jharkhand and the neighbouring Odisha and West Bengal.
This year, Adivasis observed the centuries-old festival without leaving
their houses as Jharkhand continued with a complete lockdown across the
state. With the lockdown continuing, many tribal hunters could not reach
the forests to observe the festival.

Implications to static GS topics



Important festivals of Jharkhand
Important tribes of Jharkhand

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Indian Navy has launched Operation Samudra Setu - meaning Sea
Bridge, as a part of national effort to repatriate Indian citizens from
overseas amid coronavirus pandemic.
Important points for Prelims
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Indian Naval Ships Jalashwa and Magar are presently enroute to Malè in
Maldives to commence evacuation operations as part of Phase-1. A total
of one thousand persons are planned to be evacuated during the first trip.
The evacuated personnel will be disembarked at Kochi in Kerala and
entrusted to the care of State authorities.
This operation is being progressed in close coordination with Ministries of
Defence, External Affairs, Home Affairs, Health and various other agencies
of the Government of India and State governments.

Implications to static GS topics


Important operations of Indian forces to evacuate people from abroad.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In one of the largest evacuation exercises named Vande Bharat Mission,
the government will operate 64 flights between 7th and 13th of May to
bring home nearly 14,800 Indian nationals stranded abroad due to the
Corona virus lockdown.
Important points for Prelims




The 64 flights which will be operated include ten flights from UAE, seven
each from Bangladesh, Malaysia, United Kingdom and United States, five
each from Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Philippines and Kuwait along with two
each from Qatar, Bahrain and Oman.
Out of the total, fifteen flights will bring back people to Kerala followed by
eleven flights to Tamil Nadu and Delhi. Seven flights will be flying back
people to Maharashtra and Telangana whereas five flights are slated for
Gujarat.

Implications to static GS topics


Important operations of Indian forces to evacuate people from abroad.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Ministry of Railways has clarified that it has no plans to shift Indian
Railways Institute for Mechanical and Electrical Engineering (IRIMEE)
from Jamalpur to Lucknow. Any Media reports to this effect are incorrect
and misleading and do not have the approval of the Ministry of
Railways.
Important points for Prelims
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IRIMEE is one of the six Centralized Training Institutes of Indian Railways
functioning for training of Railway Officers.
It is located at Jamalpur in Munger district of Bihar.
Its history dates back to year 1888 when it was established as a Technical
School. The training of Mechanical Engineers for Indian Railways
commenced in the year 1927.
It presently conducts training courses for in-service Mechanical & M&C
Officers and supervisors and appreciation courses in Mechanical
Engineering for officers of other disciplines in Indian Railways.

Implications to static GS topics



Indian Railways Institute for Mechanical and Electrical Engineering; its
location and year of establishment
Major rail routes of the world

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
One of the foremost scholars of Bengal, Harishankar Vasudevan died
after contracting COVID-19. He was 68.
Important points for Prelims





Harishankar Vasudevan was a professional historian who was a specialist
in Russian and European history, and Indo-Russian relations.
He set up the Central Asia programme at Jamia Millia Islamia and worked
as the chief of the Textbook Development Committee for the Social
Sciences at the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT).
He was involved in projects on Indo-Russian relations, and the Radiating
Globalities project initiated by Gayatri Spivak of Columbia University.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
President Ram Nath Kovind greeted the scientific community on
National Technology Day (May 11, 2020). This year, the focus will be on
rebooting the economy through Science and Technology.
Important points for Prelims




The Technology Development Board (TDB) a statutory body of the
Department of Science & Technology (DST) celebrates May 11 every year
as National Technology Day to commemorate achievements of innovations
and technological excellence in the country.
The day has a historical perspective:
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On May 11, 1998, India successfully carried out nuclear tests at Pokhran.
The first indigenous aircraft "Hansa-3" was test flown at Bangalore on this
day; and
India also performed successful test firing of the Trishul missile on the
same day.
Since 1999, the day is being celebrated as National Technology Day.

Implications to static GS topics:






Operation Shakti?
Pokhran-II (a.k.a Operation Shakti-98) is the name assigned to the series
of five nuclear bomb test explosions conducted by India at the Indian
Army's Pokhran Test Range in May 1998.
On May 11, 1998, India carried out three nuclear tests. Two days later,
India carried out two more tests. Of the five detonations, the first was a
fusion bomb and the remaining four were fission bombs.
Subsequently, the then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee declared India
a full-fledged nuclear state.
It was the second Indian nuclear test; the first test, code-named
Smiling Buddha, was conducted in 1974.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Amid the COVID-19 outbreak, the indigenous Toda artisans from the
Nilgiris are producing thousands of masks with exquisite embroidery for
local residents, police, and sanitary workers.
Important points for Prelims








Toda people are a Dravidian ethnic group who live in the Nilgiri Mountains
of Tamil Nadu.
During the 20th century, the Toda population has hovered in the range
700 to 900.
The Toda traditionally live in settlements called Mund, consisting of three
to seven small thatched houses. The Toda huts, called dogles, are of an
oval, pent-shaped construction built of bamboo.
Their economy was pastoral, based on the buffalo, whose dairy products
they traded with neighbouring peoples of the Nilgiri Hills.
Fraternal polyandry - a practice in which a woman marries all the brothers
of a family - in traditional Toda society was fairly common; however, this
practice has now been totally abandoned, as has female infanticide.
Since the early 21st century, Toda society and culture have been the
focus of an international effort at culturally sensitive environmental
restoration.
The Toda lands are now a part of The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, a
UNESCO-designated International Biosphere Reserve; their territory is
declared UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Implications to static GS topics




Major tribes of India
Biosphere reserves in India
UNESCO World Heritage Site in India

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- News
Dibang Multipurpose Project in Arunachal Pradesh
The Forest Advisory Committee, the apex body of the Environment
Ministry tasked with deciding whether forest land can be diverted for
industrial projects, has once again deferred its decision on Dibang
project in Arunachal Pradesh. The project has been delayed for over six
years because it required diverting 1,165 hectares of forest in a region
of rich biodiversity.
Important Points for Prelims





The Project is located on river Dibang, in Lower Dibang Valley District of
Arunachal Pradesh.
The project shall generate 2880MW (12x240MW) power to produce
11223MU of energy in a 90% dependable year. This is the largest ever
Hydro Electric Project to be constructed in India.
The project envisages construction of a Concrete Gravity Dam.
The dam is 278 metres high and will be the highest dam in India once
completed.

Implications to static GS topics



Major rivers of India.
Important Multipurpose projects in India.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Army chief Gen. Manoj Naravane announced that the Army’s new
concept of agile Integrated Battle Groups (IBG) as part of the overall
force transformation will be operationalised very soon.
Important Points for Prelims




The IBGs are brigade sized agile self-sufficient combat formations which,
can swiftly launch strikes against adversary. They will be able to mobilise
within 12-48 hours based on the location.
Each IBG would be tailor made based on Threat, Terrain and Task and
resources will be allotted based on the three Ts.
The Army has extensively “test bedded” the IBGs to fine-tune the
concept.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
The International Day of Families 2020.
Important Points for Prelims






Observed on 15th of May with the theme “Families in Development:
Copenhagen & Beijing+25.
It's objective is to promote awareness of issues relating to families and to
increase knowledge of the social, economic and demographic processes
affecting them.
It is observed on15th of May every year.
The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1993.
This year is the 25th anniversary of Copenhagen Declaration and Beijing
Platform for Action.

Implications to static GS topics:



The World Summit for Social Development held at Copenhagen in 1995.
Here Governments reached a new consensus on the need to put people at
the centre of development and adopted the Copenhagen Declaration.
The Beijing Declaration. It was a resolution adopted by the UN at the end
of the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing. The
resolution adopted to promulgate a set of principles concerning the
equality of men and women.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
NIT Kurukshetra has implemented Enterprises Resource Planning (ERP),
SAMARTH to enhance productivity through better information
management and automating the process in the institute.
Important Points for Prelims:





SAMARTH, an e-Governance platform, is an Open Standard Open Source
Architecture Automation Engine for Universities and Higher Educational
Institutions. It caters to faculty, students and staff at a University/Higher
Educational Institutions.
It has been developed under National Mission of Education in Information
and Communication Technology Scheme (NMEICT) of Ministry of Human
Resource Development (HRD).
This initiative will enhance the productivity through better information
management in the institutes by seamless access to information, and its
utilization for various purposes.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
UNESCO is celebrating the International Day of Light on 16 May.
Important points for Prelims




The International Day of Light is celebrated on 16 May each year, the
anniversary of the first successful operation of the laser in 1960 by
physicist and engineer, Theodore Maiman.
This day celebrates the role light plays in science, culture and art,
education, and sustainable development, and in fields as diverse as
medicine, communications, and energy.
The International Day of Light is administered from the International Basic
Science Programme (IBSP) of UNESCO.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
The International Day of Living Together in Peace is being observed on
16 May.
Important points for Prelims







The International Day of Living Together in Peace was officially recognised
by the General Assembly of the United Nations in December 2017 and was
celebrated for the first time on 16 May, 2018.
The Day aims to uphold the desire to live and act together, united in
differences and diversity, in order to build a sustainable world of peace,
solidarity and harmony. The Day invites countries to further promote
reconciliation to help to ensure peace and sustainable development.
Background:
In 1997, the General-Assembly proclaimed the year 2000 as the
"International Year for a Culture of Peace".
In 1998, it proclaimed the period 2001-2010 as the "International Decade
for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for Children of the World."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

On the occasion of National Dengue Day (May 16), Health Ministry has
listed a series of simple measures through which Dengue can be
prevented.
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Important points for Prelims








Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral infection.
The dengue virus (DEN) comprises four distinct serotypes (DEN-1, DEN-2,
DEN-3 and DEN-4) which belong to the genus Flavivirus, family
Flaviviridae.
The Aedes aegypti mosquito is the main vector that transmits the viruses
that cause dengue.
It is found in tropical and sub-tropical climates worldwide, mostly in urban
and semi-urban areas. It is very common after rainy season.
Once infected, humans become the main carriers and multipliers of the
virus, serving as a source of the virus for uninfected mosquitoes. The
infection causes flu-like illness, and occasionally develops into lethal
complication called severe dengue.
Dengue can affect everybody, irrespective of their age and gender.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2020 is being
observed on 17 May with the theme “Connect 2030: ICTs for the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).”
Important points for Prelims



Objective of WTISD: To help raise awareness of the possibilities that the
use of the Internet and other information and communication technologies
(ICT) can bring to societies and economies.
Date of observance: It has been celebrated annually on 17 May since
1969, marking the founding of the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) and the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in
1865.

Implications to static GS topics








International Telecommunications Union (ITU)?
Relationship with UN: ITU is a specialized agency of the United Nations
(UN). It is a member of the United Nations Development Group (UNDP).
Mandate: It is responsible for issues that concern information and
communication technologies.
Established in: 1865.
Based in: Geneva, Switzerland.
Membership: It has membership of 193 countries and nearly 800 private
sector entities and academic institutions.
India and ITU: India has been an active member of the ITU since 1869
and has been a regular member of the ITU Council since 1952. In
November 2018, India was elected as a Member of the ITU Council for
another 4-year term (2019-2022).
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
International Museum Day 2020 was celebrated on May 18 under theme
of "Museums for Equality: Diversity and Inclusion".
Important points for Prelims




International Museum Day (IMD) is an international day held annually on
18 May to create awareness about the cultural importance of museums.
It is coordinated by the International Council of Museums (ICOM).
It is being celebrated since the year 1977.

Implications to static GS topics




The International Council of Museums (ICOM)?
Status: A non-governmental organisation maintaining formal relations
with UNESCO and having a consultative status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council.
Created in: 1946.
Location: Paris, France
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Government has accepted and implemented three important
recommendations of Committee of Experts (CoE) under the
Chairmanship of Lt General D B Shekatkar (Retd) relating to border
Infrastructure.
Important points for Prelims






Government has implemented recommendation of CoE to outsource road
construction work beyond optimal capacity of Border Roads Organisation
(BRO).
It has been made mandatory to adopt Engineering Procurement Contract
(EPC) mode for execution of all works costing more than Rs 100 crore.
The other recommendation relating to introduction of modern construction
plants, equipment and machinery has been implemented by delegating
enhanced procurement powers from Rs 7.5 crore to Rs 100 crore to BRO,
for domestic and foreign procurements.
Border Roads has recently inducted Hot-Mix Plant 20/30 TPH for speedier
laying of roads, remote operated hydraulic Rock Drills DC-400 R for hard
rock cutting, a range of F-90 series of self-propelled snow-cutters/blowers
for speedier snow clearance.
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The land acquisition and all statutory clearances like forest and
environmental clearance are also made part of approval of Detailed
Project Report (DPR). It is mandatory to award work only when 90 per
cent of the statutory clearances have been obtained.

Implications to static GS topics



Important findings of Shekatkar committee
Other important committees of Defence sector
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

World Bee Day 2020 is being celebrated on May 20 under the theme
“Save the Bees”.
Important points for Prelims






To raise awareness of the importance of Bees and other pollinators, such
as butterflies, bats and hummingbirds, the threats they face and their
contribution to sustainable development, the UN designated 20 May as
World Bee Day.
Why 20 May? 20 May coincides with the birthday of Anton Janša, who in
the 18th century pioneered modern beekeeping techniques in his native
Slovenia and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, while
needing so little attention.
Recognizing the dimensions of the pollination crisis and its links to
biodiversity and human livelihoods, the Convention on Biological Diversity
has made the conservation and sustainable use of pollinators a priority.
In 2000, the International Pollinator Initiative (IPI) was established at the
Fifth Conference of Parties (COP V) as a cross-cutting initiative to promote
the sustainable use of pollinators in agriculture and related ecosystems.

Implications to static GS topics





What is Mission Honey and Sweet Revolution and when was it launched.
Different laws and acts of National Bee board.
India's Honey export.
Composition of honey and its uses in medicines
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health participated in the 73rd
World Health Assembly (WHA) through Video Conference.
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Important points for Prelims







The World Health Assembly is the decision-making body of World Health
Organization (WHO).
It is attended by delegations from all WHO Member States and focuses on
a specific health agenda prepared by the Executive Board.
The main functions of the World Health Assembly are to determine the
policies of the Organization, appoint the Director-General, supervise
financial policies, and review and approve the proposed programme
budget.
The Health Assembly is held annually in Geneva, Switzerland.
At the assembly, more than 100 countries including India backed a
resolution drafted by the European Union calling for an independent
inquiry into the pandemic, which has claimed more than 3 lakh lives
globally so far.

Implications to static GS topics



World Health Organisation; when it was formed
Headquarters of World Health Organisation
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

The first International Tea Day (ITD) is being celebrated by United
Nations on 21 May.
Important points for Prelims







International Tea Day is observed annually on May 21, according to the
United Nations.
The concerning resolution was adopted on December 21, 2019 and calls
on the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to lead the
observance of the Day.
The Day aims to raise awareness of the long history and the deep cultural
and economic significance of tea around the world.
Tea is a beverage made from the Camellia sinesis plant.
Tea is the world’s most consumed drink, after water.
It is believed that tea originated in northeast India, north Myanmar and
southwest China, but the exact place where the plant first grew is not
known. Tea has been with us for a long time. There is evidence that tea
was consumed in China 5,000 years ago.

Implications to static GS topics





Caffeine and its benefit .
Major tea producing countries.
Tea and coffee plantation in India.
Other plantation crops in India
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
International Day for Biological Diversity 2020 is being celebrated on 22
May with the theme "Our solutions are in nature."
Important points for Prelims



The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is the international legal
instrument for "the conservation of biological diversity" that has been
ratified by 196 nations.
Given the importance of awareness for the implementation of the
Convention, the General Assembly proclaimed 22 May, the date of the
adoption of its text, as the International Day for Biological Diversity by its
resolution in 2000.

Implications to static GS topics





What is biological diversity
What are threats to biological diversity.
Government schemes to conserve biological diversity.
International conventions and organisations for biological diversity
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

International Day to End Obstetric Fistula 2020 will be observed on 23
May under the theme "End gender inequality! End health inequities! End
Fistula now!"






Important points for Prelims
Obstetric fistula is an injury that can occur during childbirth. It is a hole
between the birth canal and the bladder or rectum caused by prolonged,
obstructed labour without treatment.
The condition typically leaves women incontinent, and as a result they are
often shunned by their communities. Sufferers often endure depression,
social isolation and deepening poverty.
An estimated 2 million women in sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, the Arab
region, and Latin America and the Caribbean are living with this injury,
and some 50,000 to 100,000 new cases develop each year.
Obstetric fistula is preventable; it can largely be avoided by: delaying the
age of first pregnancy; the cessation of harmful traditional practices; and
timely access to obstetric care.

Implications to static GS topics


What is fistula?
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Causes of fistula.
Ministry of of Health and women welfare guidelines on fistula.
Ayush ministry program on fistula
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Union Agriculture Minister said that Government of India is promoting
Beekeeping as part of its aim to double farmers’ income by 2024.
Important points for Prelims






Government has allocated Rs.500 crore towards Beekeeping under the
Atma Nirbhar Abhiyan.
India is among the world’s top five honey producers.
Compared to 2005-06 honey production has risen by 242% and exports
shot by 265%.
The National Bee Board has created four modules to impart training as
part of the National Beekeeping and Honey Mission (NBHM) and 30 lakh
farmers have been trained in beekeeping.
Government has launched ‘Honey Mission’ as part of ‘Sweet Revolution.’

Implications to static GS topics





What is Mission Honey and Sweet Revolution and when was it launched.
Different laws and acts of National Bee board.
India's Honey export.
Composition of honey and its uses in medicines
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Dr Harsh Vardhan, Minister of Health and Family Welfare, India, has
been elected as Chair of the Executive Board of World Health
Organization for the year 2020-21. This took place today during the
147th session of the Executive Board.
Important points for Prelims




The Executive Board of WHO is composed of 34 technically qualified
members elected for three-year term.
The main functions of the Board are to implement the decisions and
policies of the Health Assembly, and advise and facilitate its work.
The Chair of the Executive Board is elected by its members on being
nominated by the Regional Committees of the six WHO Regions, by
rotation.
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Dr Harsh Vardhan would chair the 148th session of the Executive Board in
January 2021. At the Executive Board meeting in May 2021, he will hand
over to the next Chair from another WHO Region. However, he will
continue to be a member of the Executive Board till 2023.
At the 72nd Regional Committee Session of WHO South-East Asia in
September 2019, Member States had nominated India to be member of
the WHO Executive Board from the Region to replace Sri Lanka whose
term expired in May 2020 and also to lead 147th and 148th Sessions of
the Executive Board as Chairperson.

Implications to static GS topics





What is World Health Organisation and when was it formed.
List of member countries of World Health Organisation.
Major disease eradication programmes of World Health Organisation.
India's role and position in World Health Organisation.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

A report on ‘status of persons with disabilities in India during the
COVID-19 crisis’, was released by the National Centre for Promotion of
Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP).
Important points for Prelims




Around 67% of them had no access to doorstep delivery of essentials, and
only 22% confirmed that they have access to essentials.
Around 48% had no access to a government helpline, and 63% had not
received the financial assistance for persons with disabilities announced by
the Finance Ministry.
These and other similar issues could have been taken care of if the
‘Comprehensive Disability Inclusive Guidelines’ issued by the Central
Government’s Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(DEPwD) had been uniformly enforced across the country.

Implications to static GS topics






National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People
(NCPEDP)
NCPEDP is a non-profit organization, working as an interface between the
Government, Industry, International Agencies, and the Voluntary Sector
towards empowerment of persons with disabilities.
it was registered in 1996 and is headquartered in New Delhi.
NCPEDP has a pan India presence through the National Disability Network
(NDN). Formed in 1999, NDN has members from majority States and
Union Territories across the country.
NCPEDP has also constituted the National Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (NCRPD) consisting of disability sector leaders
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and experts from across the country, that meets at regular intervals to
discuss issues relevant to people with disabilities.
Different government schemes for specially abled people.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth has listed
Manipur’s ‘khudol’ (gift) among the top 10 global initiatives for an
inclusive fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
Important points for Prelims



Khudol is a crowdfunded initiative of Ya_All, an Imphal-based NGO.
The initiative entails ensuring food supplies and health services for the
LGBT community, people living with HIV, daily-wage earners, children and
adolescents.

Implications to static GS topics


What are top 10 global initiatives for an inclusive fight against the COVID19 pandemic.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
‘World Turtle Day’ was observed on May 23, 2020 to encourage the
international humanitarian action to protect the Oldest Creatures on
Earth - turtles.
Important points for Prelims




World Turtle Day is celebrated every year on May 23 since the year 2000.
The day was founded by American Tortoise Rescue (ATR), a non-profit
animal rescue organization, to educate people about how to protect turtle
and tortoise habitats.
Despite the prevailing belief that turtles are slow, while they can indeed
only crawl between 0.21 and 0.48 kilometre per hour, they can swim in
water at speeds of up to 35 kilometres per hour.

Implications to static GS topics




Different type of Turtles found in India stop major breeding grounds for
turtles in India.
Iucn listed Turtles in India.
Governments different projects to save Turtles.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
May 24 was observed as World Schizophrenia Day.
Important points for Prelims













Schizophrenia is a psychosis, a type of mental illness characterized by
distortions in thinking, perception, emotions, language, sense of self and
behaviour.
Common experiences include:
hallucination: hearing, seeing or feeling things that are not there;
delusion: fixed false beliefs or suspicions not shared by others in the
person’s culture and that are firmly held even when there is evidence to
the contrary;
abnormal behaviour: disorganised behaviour such as wandering aimlessly,
mumbling or laughing to self, strange appearance, self-neglect or
appearing unkempt;
disorganised speech: incoherent or irrelevant speech; and/or
disturbances of emotions: marked apathy or disconnect between reported
emotion and what is observed such as facial expression or body language.
Causes of schizophrenia: Research has not identified one single factor. It
is thought that an interaction between genes and a range of
environmental factors may cause schizophrenia. Psychosocial factors may
also contribute to schizophrenia.
Management: Schizophrenia is treatable. Treatment with medicines and
psychosocial support is effective.
Indian scenario
According to a recent National Mental Health Survey (2015-2016)
conducted by NIMHANS, the prevalence of Schizophrenia in the Indian
population is 0.5 per cent for current and 1.4 per cent for a lifetime
experience.

Implications to static GS topics



The usual age of onset for adult Schizophrenia is 15 to 25 years although
it can be seen as early as 5 years of age.
Childhood-onset schizophrenia (COS) is a rare condition with onset before
the age of 13 years, which rises steadily through adolescence and reaches
its peak in early adult life.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Department of Posts, Government of India and Department of
Horticulture, Government of Bihar have joined hands to supply ''Shahi
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Lichi'' from Muzaffarpur and "Zardalu Mango" from Bhagalpur to the
people at doorstep.
Important points for Prelims



The ''Shahi Lichi'' of Muzaffarpur (Bihar) and "Zardalu Mango" of
Bhagalpur(Bihar) are famous in world by virtue of their unique fragrance
and demand everywhere. Zardalu Mango has received GI tag.
This facility of online delivery will be initially available to people of
Muzaffarpur & Patna for ''Shahi Lichi'' & Patna & Bhagalpur for "Zardalu
Mango" . Lichi will be booked minimum for 2 kgs and mangoes for 5 kgs.

Implications to static GS topics


G.I tags for different products in Bihar.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Cyclone Amphan has caused massive damage to the trees in the Acharya
Jagadish Chandra Bose Indian Botanic Garden.
Important points for Prelims






The Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose Indian Botanic Garden was previously
known as Indian Botanic Garden and the Calcutta Botanic Garden.
It is situated in Shibpur, Howrah near Kolkata.
The gardens exhibit a wide variety of rare plants and a total collection of
over 12,000 specimens spread over 109 hectares.
It is under Botanical Survey of India (BSI) of Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Government of India.
The gardens were founded in 1786.

Implications to Static GS Topic




What are cyclones.
Nomenclature of different cyclones.
Major cyclones in Indian ocean and Pacific Ocean.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Department of Archaeology in Karnataka will soon commence field
research work to explore archaeological evidences that may put an end
to speculations regarding the birthplace of Purandara Dasa. Though it
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was widely believed that the mystic poet was born in Purandharagad,
Maharashtra, many in Malnad claim that he hailed from the region.
Important points for Prelims










Purandara Dāsa (1484 – 1565) of Haridasa movement, was a renowned
composer of Carnatic music, a Vaishnava poet, a saint and a social
reformer.
He was a disciple of the Dvaita philosopher-saint Vyasatirtha. His guru,
Vyasatirtha, glorified Purandara Dasa in a song thus: Dāsarendare
purandara dāsarayya.
Purandara Dasa was a wealthy merchant of gold, silver and other
miscellaneous jewellery from Karnataka, who gave away all his material
riches to become a Haridasa (literally meaning a servant of Lord Hari or
Lord Krishna).
As a devotional singer who made the difficult Sanskrit tenets of Srimad
Bhagavatam available to everyone in simple and melodious songs.
He formulated the basic lessons of teaching Carnatic music by structuring
graded exercises known as Svaravalis and Alankaras, and at the same
time, he introduced the raga Mayamalavagowla as the first scale to be
learnt by beginners in the field – a practice that is still followed today.
In honour of his significant contributions to Carnatic music, he is widely
referred to as the "father" of Carnatic music.
Purandara Dasa is noted for composing Dasa Sahithya, as a Bhakti
movement vocalist, and a music scholar.

Implications to Static GS Topic



Bhakti and Sufi movements.
Art and culture of South India.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to operationalize its squadron called
the Number-18 - Flying Bullets with a fleet of the Light Combat Aircraft,
LCA Tejas at its Sulur base near Coimbatore. It will be launched by the
Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal R K S Bhadauria on May 27,
2020.
Important points for Prelims



It will be the second Indian Air Force squadron to operate with the
modern multi-role light fighter aircraft.
The No.18 Squadron was formed in 1965 and has the distinction of being
the first to land and operate from Srinagar. It has also produced a Param
Veer Chakra awardee during the 1971 war with Pakistan. It has been
revived on the 1st April this year at the Sulur base.
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The LCA Tejas is a tailless, fourth generation, compound delta-wing
aircraft developed by the Hndustan Aeronautics Limited. The supersonic
combat aircraft is considered the lightest and the smallest of its kind.

Implications to Static GS Topic




Important aircraft of Indian Air Force.
Major operations carried out by Indian Air Force.
Joint military activities and exercises of Indian Airforce with Air Force of
different countries

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Balbir Singh Senior, the three-time Olympic gold medal-winning hockey
legend passed away. He was 95.
Important points for Prelims







Balbir Singh Dosanjh (1923 – 2020) was an Indian hockey player. He was
often called Balbir Singh Senior to distinguish him from other Indian
hockey players named Balbir Singh.
He was a three-time Olympic gold medallist, having played a key role in
India's wins in London (1948), Helsinki (1952) (as vice captain), and
Melbourne (1956) (as captain) Olympics.
His Olympic record for most goals scored by an individual in an Olympic
men's hockey final remains unbeaten. Singh set this record when he
scored five goals in India's 6–1 victory over the Netherlands in the gold
medal game of the 1952 Olympic Games.
One of the country's greatest athletes, Balbir Senior was the only Indian
among 16 legends chosen by the International Olympic Committee across
modern Olympic history.
Singh was the first sports personality to be honoured with the Padma Shri
award, in 1957.

Implications to Static GS Topic



India's gold medal in various Olympics.
Legendary hockey players in India.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the Annual Kheer
Bhawani Mela on 30th May this year in Tulmulla village of Ganderbal
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district has been cancelled by the Dharmarth Trust of Jammu and
Kashmir because of outbreak of Coronavirus pandemic.
Important points for Prelims






Ragyna Devi Temple in Tulmulla Ganderbal village, near Srinagar (J&K) is
popularly known as "Mata Kheer Bhawani temple"
Deity: The temple is dedicated to the Goddess kheer Bhawani. The deity is
also called as Maharagya Devi, Ragnya Devi, Rajni, Ragnya Bhagwati. The
term kheerrefers to rice pudding that is offered in the spring located in the
temple to Please the Goddess.
This is the most important temple for Kashmiri Pandits.
Mela Kheer Bhawani: It is an Annual Festival during which the devotees of
the Goddess Mata Kheer Bhawani fast and gather here on the day of
"Zeshta Ashtami," the eighth day of the full moon in the month of May/
June when, according to belief, the Goddess changes the colour of the
spring's waters.

Implications to Static GS Topic









Capital of J&K.
CM and Governor of J&K.
When was J&K formed.
Major rivers of J&K.
Places of interest in J&K.
Mountains and mountains peaks of J&K.
Products of J&K which got G I tag.
Tribes of J&K.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS

Ministry of Culture’s National Gallery of Modern Art organised a virtual
tour titled “Ramkinkar Baij | Journey through silent transformation and
expressions” to commemorate the 115th Birth Anniversary of
Ramkinkar Baij.
Important points for Prelims





Ramkinkar Baij (1906-1980), one of the most seminal artists of modern
India, was an iconic sculptor, painter and graphic artist.
He was born in Bankura, West Bengal. In 1925, he made his way to Kala
Bhavana, the art school at Santiniketan and was under the guidance of
Nandalal Bose.
He along with Nandalal Bose and Benodebehari Mukherjee played a
pivotal role in making Santiniketan one of the most important centres for
modern art in pre-Independent India.
In 1970, the Government of India honoured him with the Padma Bhushan.
In 1976 he was made a Fellow of the Lalit Kala Akademi.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
International Day of UN Peacekeepers 2020 will be observed on May 29.
The theme for this year’s Day is “Women in Peacekeeping: A Key to
Peace” to help mark the 20th anniversary of the adoption of UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security.
Important points for Prelims




Date of observance: May 29.
Why may 29: The first UN peacekeeping mission was established on 29th
May 1948, when the Security Council authorized the deployment of a
small number of UN military observers to the Middle East.
Objective of the day: To pay tribute to the invaluable contribution by
the uniformed and civilian personnel and to honour more than 3,800
peacekeepers who have lost their lives while rendering peacekeeping
services.

Implications to Static GS Topic



Who are peacekeepers.
Other important International days celebrated all over the world by United
Nations.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Russia has now started constructing its first strategic stealth bomber,
capable of delivering nuclear weapons, under the Perspective Aviation
Complex for Long-Range Aviation (PAK DA) programme.
Important points for Prelims






The strategic stealth bomber, the second 5th Generation combat aircraft
from Russia after the Sukhoi Su-57 supersonic fighter, will eventually
replace the currents set of strategic bombers Tupolev Tu 22, Tu-95 and
Tu-160.
The PAK DA bomber will use the latest technologies and materials to
reduce its radar signature, making it invisible to the enemy.
The first test flight of the PAK DA bomber is likely to take place in late
2021 or early 2022. The bomber is expected to join the Russian Aerospace
Force only by 2028 0r 2029 after rigorous testing and development.
The aircraft PAK DA, will compete with the U.S. B-2 strategic stealth
bomber which entered service in 1997. China is also developing its own
stealth bomber - the Xian H-20.
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Implications to Static GS Topic
 Nuclear reactors.
 Fission and fusion reactions.
 Nuclear bombs and Science behind them.
 NATO. India's nuclear policy.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Larry Kramer, an author, playwright and film producer who helped
shape U.S. healthcare policy with his early advocacy of a national
response to AIDS when it first emerged in the 1980s, died at the age of
84.
Important points for Prelims








Laurence David Kramer (1935 – 2020) was an American playwright,
author, film producer, public health advocate, and LGBT rights activist.
He co-founded the Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC), which has become
the world's largest private organization assisting people living with AIDS.
His political activism continued with the founding of the AIDS Coalition to
Unleash Power (ACT UP) in 1987, an influential direct action protest
organization with the aim of gaining more public action to fight the AIDS
crisis.
Kramer, whose works include the award-winning 1985 play, “The Normal
Heart,” established himself as a fierce advocate for LGBTQ rights as the
gay community, including many of his friends, became afflicted with AIDS,
a newly emergent disease in the 1980s.
According to UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS, “His
contribution to the global AIDS response was invaluable.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Central Institute of Plastics Engineering & Technology (CIPET) has been
renamed as Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering &
Technology (CIPET).
Important points for Prelims



The changed name has been registered under the Tamil Nadu Societies
Registration Act 1975.
According to government, with changed name, now CIPET will be in a
position to fully devote itself for the growth of entire petrochemical
sector.
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Implications to Static GS Topic



CIPET is a premier national institution under the Union Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers.
It was established in 1968 by Government of India with the assistance of
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) at Chennai.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Central Institute of Plastics Engineering & Technology (CIPET) has been
renamed as Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering &
Technology (CIPET).
Important points for Prelims



The changed name has been registered under the Tamil Nadu Societies
Registration Act 1975.
According to government, with changed name, now CIPET will be in a
position to fully devote itself for the growth of entire petrochemical
sector.

Implications to Static GS Topic



CIPET is a premier national institution under the Union Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers.
It was established in 1968 by Government of India with the assistance of
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) at Chennai.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
World Health Organization Director General announced the creation of
the ‘WHO Foundation’ that will enable it to tap new sources of funding,
including the general public.
Important points for Prelims





The WHO Foundation is an independent grant-making foundation that will
support WHO efforts to address the most pressing global health
challenges by raising new funding from "non-traditional sources".
By funding high-impact initiatives and advancing strategies of innovation,
effectiveness, and rapid response, it will support the global health
ecosystem.
It is Headquartered in Geneva.
The foundation is legally independent from the WHO. It is established
under the laws of Switzerland.
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Implications to Static GS Topic





What is World Health Organisation and when was it formed.
List of member countries of World Health Organisation.
Major disease eradication programmes of World Health Organisation.
India's role and position in World Health Organisation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
President Ram Nath Kovind has expressed grief on the demise of Rajya
Sabha Member and former Union Minister M.P. Veerendra Kumar.
Important points for Prelims




P. Veerendra Kumar was an Indian politician, writer and journalist, who
was a member of the 14th Lok Sabha.
He was a member of the Loktantrik Janata Dal political party and was the
president of Kerala state unit of the party.
He was also the chairman and managing director of the Malayalam daily
newspaper Mathrubhumi.

Implications to Static GS Topic




Mathrubhumi?
Mathrubhumi is a Malayalam newspaper that is published from Kerala. It
is the second most widely read newspaper daily in Kerala.
It was founded in 1924 by K. P. Kesava Menon, a freedom fighter who led
the Vaikom Satyagraha in Travancore.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Ajit Jogi passed away at the age of 74 after a heart attack.
Important points for Prelims




Ajit Pramod Kumar Jogi (1946 – 2020) was a politician, who served as the
first chief minister of the state of Chhattisgarh during 2000-2003. He was
a member of the Janta Congress Chhattisgarh (INC) political party.
Earlier, he was selected for the Indian Administrative Service and served
as a District collector of Indore during 1981-85.
He also served as member of Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha.

Implications to Static GS Topic


When was Chattisgarh formed.
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Capital of Chhattisgarh.
Chief minister and governor of Chhattisgarh.
Major rivers passing through Chhattisgarh.
Mountain and mountain peaks of Chhattisgarh.
Number of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha seats in Chhattisgarh.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS
World No Tobacco Day is being observed on May 31 with the theme
"Tobacco and related industry tactics to attract younger generations” to
debunk myths and expose devious tactics employed by Tobacco
industries.
Important points for Prelims



Every year, on 31 May, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global
partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD).
The Member States of the World Health Organization created World No
Tobacco Day in 1987 to draw global attention to the tobacco epidemic and
the preventable death and disease it causes.

Implications to Static GS Topic


Nicotine and its uses, benefits and demerits .

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

News
Global report on internal displacement (GRID)
Important points for Prelims
 It was released by Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC).
 50.8 million people worldwide were internally displaced in 2019.
 Displacement was due to conflict or disaster with coronavirus posing a
new threat.
 The highest annual figure since 2012 was recorded in 2019 with around
33 million new displacements.
Implications to static GS topics
 Headquarter of IDMC - Geneva, Switzerland
 It was established in 1998 as part of the Norwegian Refugee Council
 GRID annual flagship report of IDMC.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
GI tag for Chak-Hao, Gorakhpur Terracotta, Kadalai sweets of Kovilpatti
Important points for Prelims
 Chak-Hao:
 It is the black rice of Manipur.
 It is characterized by a special Aroma and eaten during community feast.
 It is also used in traditional medicines because it is a rich source of iron,
Vitamin E, antioxidant and Anthocyanin agent.
 Gorakhpur Terracotta:
 It is a old traditional art form where potters make different animal
figurines like horses, elephants, camel, goat, ox etc with hand applied
ornamentation.
 Kadalai sweets of Kovilpatti:
 It is a peanut Candy made in southern part of Tamilnadu.
 It is prepared from groundnut grown in the native black soil of Kovilpatti
and organic jaggery with water used exclusively from the river
Thamirabarani.
 It is prepared using viragu aduppu which is a firewood stove.
Implications to static GS topics
 GI tag
 The geographical Indications of goods registration and Protection Act 1999
 The act administered by the controller general of patents, designs and
trademarks under the ministry of Commerce and industry.
 Intellectual property rights
 Difference between GI tag and trademark
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
G I tag for Kashmir saffron
Important points for Prelims
 Kashmir saffron is cultivated and harvested in the Karewa Islands of
Jammu and Kashmir. It is grown in some regions of Kashmir including
Pulwama, Budgam, Kishtwar and Srinagar.
 It is only Saffron grown in the world at an altitude of 1600 to 1800 metre
above mean sea level
 Saffron is Stigma of plant.
 Kashmir Saffron has longer and thicker stigma, natural deep red colour,
high aroma, bitter flavour, chemical free processing and high quality of
specific compounds of saffron - Crocin which is for colouring strength,
Safranal which gives it's flavour and Picrocrocin which is for bitterness.
Implications to static GS topics
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 Types of Kashmir saffron-- Lachha, mongra and Guchhi saffron
 Parts of flowering plants
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Global energy review 2020 report
Important points for Prelims







Global energy review report is released by International Energy agency
Global energy demand is projected to fall 6% in 2020.
In India, energy demand would decline for the first time, following on
from no demand growth in 2019
Global electricity demand has declined by 20% during periods of lockdown
in 7 countries
Global Oil demand in 2020 projected to drop by 9% per day returning oil
consumption to 2012 levels.
Global coal demand is projected decline by 8%

Implications to static GS topics
 IEA established in 1974 and is an autonomous intergovernmental
organisation
 It’s headquarter is in Paris, France
 It has four areas of focus which are energy security, economic
development, environmental awareness and engagement worldwide.
 Its releases 5 reports which are
 Global Energy and Carbon dioxide Status Report
 World Energy Outlook Report
 World Energy Statistics Report
 World Energy Balances Report
 Energy Technology Perspective Report
 Top crude oil Producers and importers globally
 Members of OECD, OPEC and IEA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News
Research And Development Statistics And Indicators 2019-20 Report
Important points for Prelims
 This report is based on the National Science and Technology Survey, 2018
released by the National Science and Technology Management
Information, Department of Science and Technology.
 Globally India is at third position in terms of number of scientific
Publications and also on the 3rd position after USA and China in the
number of PhD in Science and Engineering.
 India's rank at 9th position in terms of Patent filing activity in the world
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India's patent office has 7th position among the top 10 patent filing offices
in the world
India spends 0.7 % of its GDP in R&D in 2017-18. Other BRICS countries
spend is Brazil 1.3%, Russian Federation 1.1 %, China 2.1 % and South
Africa 0.8%. India's gross expenditure in R & D has tripled between 2008
and 2018.
DST and DBT were the two major players contributing 63% and 43%
respectively of the total R and D support in the country during 2016-17.

Implications to static GS topics
 Major patents filed by India
 Major findings of research in Science and Technology
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The latest survey of Reporters Without Borders shows India dropping
two places on the global press freedom index ranking to 142nd on the
list of 180 countries. Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka are ranked higher.
Important points for Prelims
Key highlights of the Index:













Norway tops the Index for the fourth year in a row in 2020, while Finland
is again the runner-up.
North Korea (down 1 at 180th) has taken the last position from
Turkmenistan, while Eritrea (178th) continues to be Africa’s worst-ranked
country.
Indian scenario:
The report “The World Press Freedom Index 2020” said that with no
murders of journalists in India in 2019, as against six in 2018, the
security situation for the country's media might seem, on the face of it, to
have improved.
However, there have been constant press freedom violations, including
police violence against journalists, ambushes by political activists, and
reprisals instigated by criminal groups or corrupt local officials.
Reporters Without Borders?
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF), or Reporters Without Borders, is a
Paris-based non-profit organisation that works to document and
combat attacks on journalists around the world.
Its key publications are:
World Press Freedom Index
Predators of Press Freedom
Press Freedom Barometer

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
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According to the 2020 Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC), up to 135
million people were living in food crises in 2019 – up from 113 million a
year earlier.
Important points for Prelims








At 135 million, the number of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or
above) in 2019 was the highest in the four years of the GRFC's existence.
An estimated 75 million stunted children were living in the 55 food-crisis
countries analysed.
Conflict/insecurity was still the main driver of food crises in 2019, but
weather extremes and economic shocks became increasingly significant.
Over half of the 77 million acutely food insecure people in countries where
conflict was identified as the primary driver were in the Middle East and
Asia.
Africa had the largest numbers of acutely food-insecure people in need of
assistance in countries badly affected by weather events, particularly in
the Horn of Africa and Southern Africa, followed by Central America and
Pakistan.
The Global Report of food crises is produced each year by the Global
Network Against Food Crises, which is made up of international
humanitarian and development partners.

Implications to static GS topics


Schemes of government of India for food security

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Union Minister of Power released a Report on “Impact of energy
efficiency measures for the year 2018-19.”
Important points for Prelims







With energy efficiency initiatives, India has already reduced the energy
intensity of economy by 20% compared to 2005 levels. In COP-21, India
pledged to bring down energy intensity of economy by 33 to 35%
compared to 2005 levels by 2030.
Implementation of various energy efficiency schemes have led to total
electricity savings to the tune of 113.16 Billion Units in 2018-19, which is
9.39% of the net electricity consumption.
The total energy savings achieved in 2018-19 is 23.73 Mtoe (million
Tonne of Oil Equivalent), which is 2.69% of the total primary energy
supply (estimated to be 879.23 Mtoe in India) during 2018-19. This
includes both Supply Side and Demand Side sectors of the economy.
These efforts have also contributed in reducing 151.74 Million Tonnes of
CO2 emissions, whereas last year this number was 108 MTCO2.
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Implications to static GS topics


India’s Sustainable Development Goals for energy efficiency

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Union HRD Ministry has recently carried out various amendments in
Prime Minister’s Research Fellowship Scheme to boost research in the
country.
Important points for Prelims
Key Amendments:











To boost research, a dedicated Division is being created in the ministry
with the name of "Research and Innovation Division". This division
will be headed by a director who will be coordinating research work of
various institutions coming under MHRD.
Now for the students from any recognised institute/ university (other than
IISc/ IITs/NITs/IISERs/IIEST/CF IIITs), the requirement of GATE Score is
reduced to 650 from 750 apart from minimum CGPA of 8 or equivalent.
Starting Academic Year 2020-21, there will be two channels of entries,
one direct entry and lateral entry. In lateral entry, the students, who are
pursuing PhD in PMRF granting institutions can also apply to become
fellow under the scheme as per new guidelines.
Background:
The Prime Minister’s Research Fellows (PMRF) Scheme has been designed
for improving the quality of research in various higher educational
institutions in the country. With attractive fellowships, the scheme seeks
to attract the best talent into research.
The scheme was announced in the Budget 2018-19.
The institutes which can offer PMRF include all the IITs, all the
IISERs, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru and some of the top Central
Universities/NITs that offer science and/or technology degrees.

Implications to static GS topics


Important awards and scholarships for research and development in India

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
A Stringency Index created by Oxford University shows how strict a
country’s measures were responding to the Covid-19 outbreak, and at
what stage of the spread it enforced these.
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Important points for Prelims








It is among the metrics being used by the Oxford COVID-19
Government Response Tracker.
It tracks 17 indicators of government response. These indicators
examine containment policies such as school and workplace closings,
public events, public transport, stay-at-home policies.
The Stringency Index is a number from 0 to 100 that reflects these
indicators. A higher index score indicates a higher level of
stringency.
Key findings on India:
The Stringency Index has found that India indeed had one of the
strongest lockdown measures in the world — at a 100 score since March
22.
It was relaxed slightly on April 20 after the government eased norms for
certain workplaces in regions outside the red zones.
In countries such as the UK, the US, and India, the Oxford graphs find
that the death curve has not flattened after strictest measures were
enforced.

Implications to static GS topics





Who released Stringency index?
What is COVID 19?
Difference between epidemic and pandemic? Who declares it?
Symptoms?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved a proposal for the
abolition of 9,304 posts in the Military Engineering Service (MES) out of
the total 13,157 vacancies of the basic and industrial staff.
Important points for Prelims






This is in line with the recommendations of the Lt. Gen. D.B. Shekatkar
(Retd.) Committee.
The 11-member committee, appointed by the late Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar in 2016, had made about 99 recommendations, from
optimising defence budget to the need for a Chief of the Defence Staff.
These recommendations, if implemented over the next five years, can
result in savings of up to ₹25,000 crore in defence expenditure. Of these,
the first batch of 65 recommendations pertaining to the Army were
approved in August 2017.
One of the recommendations was to restructure the civilian workforce so
that the work of the MES could be partly done by departmentally
employed staff and other works could be outsourced. It was aimed at
making the MES an effective organisation with a leaner workforce.
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Implications to static GS topics


Shekatkar committee and important recommendations made.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
The Registrar General of India released its Sample Registration System
(SRS) bulletin based on data collected for 2018.
Important points for Prelims










Birth rate:
The national birth rate in 2018 stood at 20 per one thousand of the
population.
Bihar has the highest birth rate at 26.2 and Andaman and Nicobar Islands
is at the bottom with a birth rate of 11.2.
At an all-India level, the birth rate is higher in rural areas (21.6)
compared to urban areas (16.7).
Death Rate:
The national death rate in 2018 stood at 6.2 per one thousand of the
population.
Chhattisgarh has the highest death rate at 8 and Delhi has a rate of 3.3,
indicating better healthcare facilities.
At an all-India level, the death rate is higher in rural areas (6.7) compared
to urban areas (5.1).
Infant mortality rate (IMR):
The national IMR in 2018 stood at 32 per one thousand of the population.
The IMR at an all-India level has declined from 50 to 32 in the last
decade.
Madhya Pradesh has an IMR of 48 and Nagaland 4.

Implications to static GS topics




The Sample Registration System (SRS) is a demographic survey for
providing reliable annual estimates of infant mortality rate, birth rate,
death rate and other fertility and mortality indicators at the national and
sub-national levels.
Initiated on a pilot basis by the Registrar General of India in a few states
in 1964-65, it became fully operational during 1969-70.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
During the ‘Year of the Nurse and Midwife,’ WHO has released the first
ever State of the world’s nursing report. It has been developed by the
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World Health Organization (WHO) in partnership with the International
Council of Nurses and the global Nursing Now campaign.
Important points for Prelims





Nursing is the largest occupational group in the health sector, accounting
for approximately 59% of the health professions.
The 27.9 million global nursing personnel include 19.3 million (69%)
professional nurses, 6.0 million (22%) associate professional nurses and
2.6 million (9%) who are not classified either way.
The global shortage of nurses is estimated to be 5.9 million nurses in
2018. The report calls for creating at least 6 million new nursing jobs by
2030, primarily in low- and middle-income countries.
The countries accounting for the largest shortages (in numerical terms) in
2018 included Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nigeria and Pakistan.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has designated 2020 as the “Year of the
Nurse and Midwife”, in honour of the 200th birth anniversary of Florence
Nightingale, the founder of modern nursing. She was born on 12 May 1820.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
Jharkhand’s Sohrai Khovar painting and Telangana’s Telia Rumal were
given the Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the Geographical
Indications Registry headquartered in Chennai.
Important points for Prelims
Sohrai Khovar painting:






The Sohrai Khovar painting is a traditional and ritualistic mural art being
practised by local tribal women during local harvest and marriage seasons
using local, naturally available soils of different colours in the area of
Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand.
The Sohrai Khovar painting is primarily being practised only in the district
of Hazaribagh. However, in recent years, for promotional purposes, it has
been seen in other parts of Jharkhand.
Traditionally painted on the walls of mud houses, they are now seen on
other surfaces, too.
The style features a profusion of lines, dots, animal figures and plants,
often representing religious iconography.

Telia Rumal:


Telia Rumal cloth of Telangana involves intricate handmade work with
cotton loom displaying a variety of designs and motifs in three particular
colours — red, black and white.
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Telia Rumal can only be created using the traditional handloom process
and not by any other mechanical means as otherwise, the very quality of
the Rumal would be lost.
Telia Rumals are offered at the dargah of Ajmer Sharif in Rajasthan, with
some devotees offering 50 or even 100 cloths. Telia Rumals were worn as
a veil by princesses at the erstwhile court of the Nizam of Hyderabad; and
as a turban cloth by Arabs in the Middle East.

Implications to static GS topics

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NEWS
According to the Global Nutrition Report 2020, India is among 88
countries that are likely to miss global nutrition targets by 2025. It also
identified the country as one with the highest rates of domestic
inequalities in malnutrition.
Important points for Prelims













According to the Global Nutrition Report 2020, India will miss targets for
all four nutritional indicators for which there is data available — stunting
among under-five children, anaemia among women of reproductive age,
childhood overweight and exclusive breastfeeding.
Between 2000 and 2016, underweight rates have decreased from 66.0%
to 58.1% for boys and 54.2% to 50.1% in girls. However, this is still high
compared with the average of 35.6% for boys and 31.8% for girls in Asia.
In addition, 37.9% of children under five are stunted and 20.8% are
wasted, compared with the Asia average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively.
One in two women of reproductive age is anaemic, while at the same time
the rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a
fifth of the adults, at 21.6% of women and 17.8% of men.
India is identified as among the three worst countries, along with Nigeria
and Indonesia, for steep within-country disparities on stunting, where the
levels varied four-fold across communities.
In 2012, the World Health Assembly identified six nutrition targets for
maternal, infant and young child nutrition to be met by 2025. These
require governments to
reduce stunting by 40% in children under five
reduce prevalence of anaemia by 50% among women in the age group of
19-49
ensure 30% reduction in low-birth weight
ensure no increase in childhood overweight, increase the rate of exclusive
breastfeeding in the first six months up to at least 50% and reduce and
maintain childhood wasting to less than 5%.
The Global Nutrition Report is a peer-reviewed, independently produced
annual publication on the state of the world’s nutrition. It was conceived
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following the first Nutrition for Growth Initiative Summit (N4G) in 2013.
The first series was published in 2014.
Implications to static GS topics





Who publish Global Nutrition Report.
When was it first started.
Important data of report
India’s position trend for last 5 to 10 years.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Uttar Pradesh News
Workplaces will be monitored through the ‘Safety app’
Deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya launched the 'Safety App' from the Public Works Department
website. Through this app, departmental officers will be able to monitor the work done at work
sites, and would able to ensure whether the safety standards being adopted there or not.
Along with this, photos and video clips of work there will also be uploaded through this app. The
deputy CM directed the officers and employees of PWD, Setu Nigam and Nirman Nigam to download
this app. He also said that all officers and employees should download the Arogya Setu App in
Harhala.

Yogi government distributed 2002 crore loans to small entrepreneurs
The day after the announcement of the Centre's economic package, UP CM Yogi Adityanath started
the online self-employment confluence program. Under this, 56 ,754 small industrial units were
given loans of Rs. 2002 thousand crore online. CM also gave checks to 5 entrepreneurs symbolically.
This is expected to generate about 2 lakh new jobs.
This step of the government is being considered very important. With this, UP has become the first
state to give large scale loans to small traders during lockdown. The units that have been given loans
include businesses related to the ODOP scheme in each district.

UP will build a township to woo Japanese investors
Industrial Development Minister Satish Mahana gave this information on this. He said that we are
considering developing industrial townships for Japanese investors. It will have all facilities including
industrial, unit, residential facility, school, recreation, hospital. For this, 500 acres of land has been
identified in Auraiya.
Also, land is available in Transagga City in Kanpur and Unnao. We are also making policy so that the
industries will directly give capital subsidy, instead of reimbursement of state GST on different
components. The minister said that to woo investors from all over the world, we will also study the
investment policies of other countries. Policies will be changed based on this.

Help desk for European Union will be created in UP
The help desk to be set up for the European Union was held to meet the committee headed by
Industrial Development Minister Satish Mahana and MSME Minister Siddharth Nath Singh to attract
investment in UP. In this, it was decided to set up a help desk under the supervision of MSME
Principal Secretary Navneet Sehgal to facilitate European Union in investment.
The CM has asked the Department of Infrastructure and Industrial Development to coordinate with
the Department of Revenue and expedite the process of marking land for the Land Bank. Especially
on the both sides of the expressway, it has been asked to explore the possibilities of landbank. In the
review meeting, Yogi said that while preparing the landbank, also keep in mind that apart from
industrial units, housing, markets and other facilities can also be provided in it. Decide soon about
the land available in sick units.
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'EPF contribution should not be reduced below 24 percent'
In any case, the contribution of EPF in the Central Relief Package should not be reduced below 24
percent. The scope of the relief package should be extended to more employees. Uttar Pradesh
State Employees Federation President Ajay Singh made this demand to the Prime Minister.
According to Ajay Singh, in the relief package of Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, the EPF
government will submit less than 15,000 salary. Only companies that have less than a hundred
employees and 90 percent of the employees' salary will be less than Rs 15,000. In this, the
percentage of contribution in PF for both employer and employee has been reduced from 12 to 10
percent.
According to Ajay Singh, the contribution of the employees under the relief package should not be
reduced below 24 percent in any case. Decreasing contribution will also affect pension. He
demanded that the government increase its scope. In this, employees with salary up to 25 thousand
should also be included with the salary of 15 thousand rupees per month. The number of employees
at one center should be increased from one hundred to three hundred. According to him only few
laborers will get the benefit of the existing relief package. Most of the companies will also be outside
this scope.

Government will create employment by raising "60,000 crores in MSME
accounts"
To provide employment to migrant workers coming from other states in the state, the government
will encourage self-employment. This will provide employment to a large number of people. It is the
effort of the state government to take maximum advantage of the economic package announced by
the Center for MSMEs.
The MSME department has set a target of providing loans of Rs 20,000 crore every month to small
units through banks. Lending campaigns to MSME units will be run in the months of June, July and
August.
After the economic package announced by the Center, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath had instructed
all departments to chalk out an action plan according to the package. So that UP can get the benefit
of these packages and new employment opportunities can be provided.
All banks will connect with MSME-Saathi app: All banks will also be connected to the MSME-Saathi
app launched by the department, so that more and more units can be availed of the package.
On May 14, the MSME department organized an online Swarojgar Sangam program. In this, loan of
2002 crores has been distributed to 56,754 beneficiaries.
20,000 crore loan will be given every month: Swarojgar Sangam program will be done by MSME
department in June, July and August. For this, Principal Secretary, MSME Navneet Sehgal, has
written a letter to Chief General Manager of Bank of Baroda and Ramjas of State Level Bankers
Committee Yadav.
In this, it has been requested to inform the officials of all the banks of the state, so that this program
can be organized to help small industries in every district and to benefit more and more small
entrepreneurs. In this, local officials of MSME department will assist the bank.
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10 percent more loan on KCC
The farmers will be given three benefits due to the lockdown. Bankers and Agriculture Department
have started preparations for this. The farmers' pre-existing Kisan Credit Card limit has been
increased by 10 percent.
They will get more than three months to repay the loan. Insurance on loans will no longer be
necessary under the Pradhan Mantri Bima Yojana. If the farmers have given a written letter of not
getting insurance, the instalment of insurance will not be taken.
All banks have been ordered to give loans to their KCC holders 10 percent more than their limit
amount. If the loan has already been taken, then farmers will be able to take additional amount of
10 percent later on the application.

Now farmers will be able to sell wheat at the purchase center without token
So far 4,298 tonnes of wheat has been purchased in the capital. This wheat has been purchased from
1290 farmers in the district. District Food and Marketing Officer Nischal Anand informed that the
procurement process will continue till June 15.
He said that due to the shortage of wheat, farmers can go directly to the purchase center and they
can sell their crop without any token. All purchasing center in-charge have been instructed to ensure
100% adherence to social distancing as well as to clean hands from sanitizer to soap. Apart from this,
arrangements have also been made for chairs to sit, clean water for drinking at all centers.

Terracotta of Gorakhpur won the brand title
The number of GI craft products of Purvanchal has increased to 13 with Gorakhpur Terracotta. Uttar
Pradesh now has a total of 26 GI products. These contain 14 ODOP products.
Banaras Sarees, Wooden Toys made in Banaras, Metal Craft, Pink Meenakari, Glass Beads, Bhadohi's
Carpet, Dari, Chandauli, Meerjapur and Banaras Soft Stone Fake Work, Wall Hanging of Ghazipur,
Black Pottery of Azamgarh, Kalanamak Rice, Chunar sandstone and stone crafts have already
received GI status.

Lifetime imprisonment if you intentionally infect someone
In the UP Public Health and Epidemic Disease Control Ordinance, the government has made
stringent legal provisions to prevent corona infection.
Under the Act, if a person intentionally infects someone with the disease and that person dies, then
he can be imprisoned for 2 to 5 years and a fine ranging from 50 thousand to 2 lakh. And can be
punishable for life imprisonment.

State epidemic control authority to be formed
Under the UP Public Health and Epidemic Disease Control Ordinance, there will be a State Epidemic
Control Authority headed by CM Yogi, consisting of the Chief Secretary, DGP, Principal Secretary of
Home, Health, Finance, Relief Commissioner and Director General Medical Members.
The District Epidemic Control Authority will be created for compliance and monitoring of the
ordinance rules. It will be headed by the District Magistrate. The district authority will also include SP
and CMO.
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The state authority will give feedback to the government about measures related to the epidemic. At
the same time, the district authority will coordinate the work between the various departments and
implement the policies. The state authority will also have the power to declare a lockdown.

Speeding up the business of the affected state due to lockdown
The U. P. government has given a temporary exemption of one thousand days (ie three years) from
labor laws to industrial units, business establishments and factories.
In the Cabinet meeting chaired by CM Yogi Adityanath, the Temporary Waiver Ordinance 2020 has
been approved in the Labor Acts applicable for it. After the notification, there will be no
investigation, etc., about the labor laws in the said institutions for three years.

Subhead- Division Bench of High Court upholds UP Government's mandate
The path has been cleared for the recruitment of 69,000 assistant teachers in Basic Education
Council schools in the state. This recruitment was hanging in the balance due to cut off marks.
The Lucknow bench of the High Court has justified the increase in the cut-off by the state
government to 65% for the reserved category and 60% for the reserved category. Also, the state
government has been ordered to complete the recruitment process within three months.

Yogi government is making arrangements for more than 20 lakh migrants
Recently, the process of creation of posts has started to look at the work in the Nagar Panchayats,
which have been given the status of urban bodies to the rural areas.
The government has issued orders to all 56 Nagar Panchayats. Arrangements have been made for
the appointment of an executive officer, a tax collector and a peon.
These posts will be further enhanced in the coming time. After allowing the posts, the government
has decided that the expenditure incurred on them will have to be borne by the urban bodies
themselves.
From December last year until January, 56 urban bodies were formed by the government. In
addition, the range of about 40 urban bodies was expanded. But then there was no impact on the
schemes running in the rural areas, for this it was decided that by 31 March the bodies may have
become urban but the schemes which were running earlier will be retained.

Promotion of startup in the state
The U.P. government started Uttar Pradesh Startup Fund to promote startups in the state. The
government has given Rs 15 crore to this fund as the first installment.
The installment was given to Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) during the program
held in the presence of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. The fund will be used to finance UP startups.
During this time an MoU was also signed between the state government and SIDBI.
Here's how Startup Fund will work:
The government has set up a startup fund to promote startups among the youth. To take advantage
of this, youth can register their startup on UP Electronics or Government of India startup portal.
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After this, SIDBI will provide finance to the startups who want to arrange finance, after they are
selected. There are currently over 1400 startup funds operating in UP.
Deputy Chief Minister Dr. Sharma said that there are many possibilities in UP, the youth here have
new ideas, thoughts, and concepts, but they have not been used till now. The present government
has taken note of this subject.

58 thousand women will get employment
The government has given big employment opportunities to women. CM Yogi Adityanath announced
the Banking Correspondent Sakhi Scheme.
Under this, 58 thousand 'Banking Correspondent Sakhi' will be deployed, which will help in banking
facilities. Under the scheme, the women of the village will join the banks and transact the money
from door to door.

2,572 art units to be set up in the state
As many as 2,572 units will be set up in the state under the Prime Minister Employment Generation
Program along with the Mati Kla Board (माटी कला बोर्ड). This will add employment to 20,576 people.
The target is to set up 800 units under the Chief Minister Gramodyog Rozgar Yojana.
These will provide employment opportunities to 16,000 people. Similarly 1,000 under Solar Charkha
Distribution and Training Program.

Labor welfare commission
The Government of Uttar Pradesh has prepared the accounts of the 14.75 lakh skills workers who
have returned home. The government's preparations are to convert the returned migrants into a
work force. Therefore, their skill mapping is being done. Labor Welfare Commission will be set up for
its permanent action plan.
The revenue department has also launched an app for this. Through this survey has been started
from quarantine centers to homes. Yogi has asked to complete the skill mapping within 15 days.
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