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Question#1: Discuss the effectiveness of Representation of People’s Acts for the smooth
conduct of elections and in creating a meaningful democracy.
Model Answer:
To ensure the conduct of free and fair elections to the Parliament and State Legislative
Assemblies, the Representation of the People Act, 195o and Representation of People's Act
1951 was enacted. However, some disturbing facts are worth to be noticed. As per ADR
data, 43% of MPs in current LS face criminal charges with 29% of the cases related to rape,
murder, attempt to murder or crime against women. An increase of 109% in the number of
MPs with declared serious criminal cases since 2009 has also been noted.
THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACTS:
1. Representation of People's Act,1950 did not contain all the provisions relating to elections
but merely provided for the allocation of seats and the delimitation of constituencies for the
purpose of elections to the House of People and Legislatures of the States, the qualifications
of voters at such election and the preparation of electoral rolls.
2. The provisions for the actual conduct of elections to the Houses of Parliament and the
House or Houses of the Legislature of each State, the qualifications and disqualifications for
the membership of these Houses, the corrupt practices and other election offences, and the
decision of election disputes were all left to be made in a subsequent measure. In order to
provide for these provisions, the Representation of the People Act, 1951 was enacted.
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF REPRESENTATION OF PEOPLE’S ACTS
1. Registration of political parties: Section 29A which is regarding registration of political
parties with the Election Commission by which political parties get entitled to certain
benefits. However, the EC had proposed to amend section 29A of the Representation of the
People Act (RPA), 1951, authorising it to issue apt orders, regulating the registration or
deregistration of political parties. Lack of regulatory power is leading to mushrooming of
political parties.
2. Limitation of two seats: Section 33(7) that allows a candidate to fight from two seats at
the same time. (This section was added after recommendation of Dinesh Goswami
Committee to restrict candidates to contest from more than two seats earlier). However, it
puts additional financial burden on public exchequer for holding a byelection against the
resultant vacancy.
3. Rules for disqualification of MP’s and MLA’s: Section 8 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 which lays down rules for disqualification of MP’s and MLA’s. As of now,
disqualification rules are as follows: Section 8 (1), (2) of the Act disqualifies for a minimum
period of six years irrespective of fine or imprisonment if any of the lawmakers are convicted
of heinous crimes; causing enmity over religion, language or region; indulging in electoral
violations etc. of section 8(3) disqualifies a lawmaker, convicted and sentenced to
imprisonment for not less than two years, from the date of conviction and further six years
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from the time released. However, these provisions have not been effective in
decriminalisation of politics.
4. Corrupt Practices: Section 123(3) deals with abiding to “corrupt practices” for canvassing
votes in an election. These corrupt practices which are outlined in Section 123 of the Act
include, bribery and gratification, undue influence, booth capturing, making appeals on
grounds of caste, race, community or religion, creating hatred or enmity between citizens on
grounds of religion, etc., publication of false and defamatory matter, hiring or procuring of
vehicles and vessels, incurring or authorizing excessive expenditure and seeking help from
government employees. However, the role of corrupt practices in elections assumes new
dimensions more particularly when the candidates and the political parties to which they
belong are bent upon to win the election by using all means fair or foul.
5. Restriction on polls: Section 126 of the RP Act prohibits displaying any election matter by
means, inter alia, of television or similar apparatus, during the period of 48 hours before the
hour fixed for conclusion of poll in a constituency. However, internet service providers and
social media companies are outside the ambit of this provision so the purpose of this
provision gets defeated.
6. File for election expenses: Under Section 88 of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, a candidate is required to submit an account of his election expenses. If he fails to do
so without valid reasons, he can be disqualified for three years. If a candidate is found to
have incurred expenditure in excess of the limit laid down under Section 77(3), he can be
disqualified for a period up to six years, which means disqualification even for the next
general election. However, these provisions placing limits on expenditure are not able to
curb the flow of black money in Indian election.
The credibility of any democratic institution is dependent upon the purity of electoral
process through which succession to this institution is to be made. In other words, if the
elections are free and fair, then only there would be a true representation of the people in
the Government. Thus, the Representation of People’s Act ensures this by framing rules for
conduct of free and fair elections.
Question#2: What are the safeguards provided in the constitution for the effective
functioning of CAG?
Model Answer:
The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is an independent authority established
under Article 148 of the Constitution of India, which audits all receipts and expenditure of
the Government of India and the state governments, including those of bodies and
authorities substantially financed by the government. The CAG is also the external auditor of
Government-owned corporations and conducts supplementary audit of government
companies in which Union Government has an equity share of at least 51 per cent or
subsidiary companies of existing government companies. The reports of the CAG, submitted
to President & Governor, are examined by the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) and
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Committees on Public Undertakings in the Parliament of India and the state legislatures
upon being laid on their respective tables.
SAFEGUARDS PROVIDED IN THE CONSTITUTION FOR EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING
Since auditing is a task of impartial evaluation of the performance of governmental
functions, it requires autonomy for the CAG. Constitution has thereby secured
independence via following provisions:
1. He is appointed by the President by a warrant under his hand and seal and his oath of
office requires him to uphold the Constitution of India and the laws made there-under.
2. He is provided with a security of tenure and can be removed by the President only in
accordance with the procedure mentioned in the Constitution (same as a judge of SC).
3. He is not eligible for further office, either under the Government of India or of any state,
after he ceases to hold his office.
4. His salary and other service conditions though determined by the Parliament cannot be
varied to his disadvantage after appointment.
5. His administrative powers and the conditions of service of persons serving in the Indian
Audit and Accounts Department shall be prescribed by the President only after consulting
him.
6. The administrative expenses of the office of CAG, including all salaries, allowances and
pensions of persons serving in that office are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of India
and are not subject to the vote of Parliament.
In the modern complex governance challenges, where there is blurred boundary of
execution and auditing, the role of CAG has become challenged by overburdening tasks,
resource & manpower crunch, political patronization which has made the CAG a victim of
cross firing among and between various political actors and judiciary. These urgently
necessitate restoration of independence of CAG and facilitate the functioning of its
mandated constitutional role.
Question#3: PIL is being misused in many ways, for serving private interest in the grab of
public interest. Do you agree? Give reasons in support of your answer.
Model Answer:
Public Interest Litigation means a legal action initiated in a court of law for the enforcement
of public interest or general interest in which the public or class of the community have
pecuniary interest or some interest by which their legal rights or liabilities are affected. The
introduction of PIL in India was facilitated by the relaxation of the traditional rule of ‘locus
standi’. Thus, in a PIL, any member of the public having ‘sufficient interest’ can approach the
court for enforcing the rights of other persons and redressal of a common grievance.
PIL- SERVING PUBLIC INTEREST
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1. Powerful tool: Public Interest Litigation (PIL) is a powerful tool in the hands of a vigilant
citizens of the country to espouse the cause of the marginalised and oppressed. Example:
The Vishaka judgment recognized sexual harassment as “a clear violation” of the
fundamental constitutional rights of equality, non-discrimination, life, and liberty, as well as
the right to carry out any occupation.
2. Democratization of access of justice: This is done by relaxing the traditional rule of locus
standi. Any public spirited citizen or social action group can approach the court on behalf of
the oppressed classes. Courts attention can be drawn even by writing a letter or sending a
telegram. This has been called epistolary jurisdiction.
3. Inexpensive legal remedy: The citizen can find an inexpensive legal remedy because there
is only a nominal fixed court fee involved in this.
4. Through PIL, the litigants can focus attention on and achieve results pertaining to larger
public issues, especially in the fields of human rights, consumer welfare and environment.
For instance, Environmental jurisprudence has developed around the rubric of public
interest petitions. Principles such as the polluter pays and the public trust doctrine have
evolved during the adjudication of public interest petitions.
MISUSE OF PIL- in the garb of public interest
1. PIL had now become a facade for people hungry for publicity or those who wanted to
settle personal, business or political scores. Example: A petitioner filed a PIL seeking NIA/CBI
probe into an incident of 2015 when a dais being prepared for the Prime Minister to address
the public fell in Raipur in Chhattisgarh, two years after the incident took place.
2. The efficacy of the judicial system is compromised by futile and frivolous petitions. It
affects the ability of the court to devote its time and resources to cases which legitimately
require attention.
3. SC said that public interest which, upon due scrutiny, are found to promote a personal,
business or political agenda. Example: The SC termed PIL seeking SIT probe into PNB scam as
publicity interested petitions since investigation was already going on in the matter and
arrests were being made.
PIL is a radical procedural innovation that allows the court to overcome conventional,
constitutional norms of the separation of powers, dilute procedural norms and devise
unique and far-reaching institutional remedies. While it serves larger public interests, it
should not become "Publicity Interest Litigation" or "Private Interest Litigation".
Question#4: National Commission of Backward Classes has been in existence for more
than 25 years. Assess the powers and role of commission in tackling issues faced by
backward castes.
Model Answer:
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The National Commission of Backward Castes (NCBC) as a statutory body was set up under
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in accordance with the National Commission for
Backward Classes Act, 1993. It has the power to examine complaints regarding inclusion or
exclusion of groups within the list of backward classes and advise the central government in
this regard. The commission was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India
(1993). The 102nd amendment (2018) granted constitutional status to the National
Commission on Backward Classes (NCBC) at par with the National Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) and the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes.
It repeals the National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993. Also a new article 338B
has been inserted in the constitution which provides for NCBC, its composition, mandate,
functions and various officers.
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF NCBC:
1. The NCBC, which only had a recommendatory role on the issue of inclusion or exclusion of
a community in the Central list of OBCs, will now have all powers of a civil court when it
comes to handling complaints and welfare measures for socially and educationally backward
classes with the Constitution Amendment Bill. These powers include



Summoning people and examining them on oath,
Requiring production of any document or public record, and
Receiving evidence

2. The NCBC investigates and monitors all matters relating to the safeguards provided for
the socially and educationally backward classes under the Constitution or under any other
law to evaluate the working of such safeguards.
3. It inquires into specific complaints regarding violation of rights of backward classes and
advising and making recommendations on socio-economic development of the socially and
educationally backward classes.
4. The central and state governments will be required to consult with the NCBC on all major
policy matters affecting the socially and educationally backward classes.
5. The NCBC also presents an annual report to the President on working of the safeguards
for backward classes.
ASSESSMENT OF THE ROLE OF COMMISSION IN TACKLING ISSUES FACED BY BACKWARD
CASTES:
1. After the constitutional status, the NCBC gets powers on par with NCST and NCSC. The
step will ensure suitable power and authority to the commission to redress the grievances of
the OBC employees in government and private sectors. One can register one's grievances to
the NCBC through mail also and the commission will acknowledge the complaint and act
accordingly.
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2. As per the article 342(A), there will be a Presidential list issued first in consultation with
the governor of the state and any subsequent change in the list can be made only by
parliamentary law. This will bring more transparency to the entire process.
3. Article 338B keeps the socially and educationally backward classes as its subject matter; it
will treat the developmental issues related to Backward Classes on a par with caste
discrimination and untouchability suffered by SCs and even by STs.
4. It would help the backward classes people fight atrocities against them and ensure quick
justice to them.
Question#5: Critically analyse the role of pressure groups in Indian political process? Do
you think that in recent years, they have emerged as an important actor on Indian political
landscape?
Model Answer:
A pressure group is a group of people who are organised actively for promoting and
defending their common interest. It is so called as it attempts to bring a change in public
policy by exerting pressure on the government. It acts as a liaison between the government
and its members. Example: All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC), the Federation of Indian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), the Associated Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of India (ASSOCHAM), etc.
ROLE PLAYED BY PRESSURE GROUPS:
Positive
1. Establish pluralistic democracy: Existence of pressure groups strengthen pluralist
democracy. They encourage the general public to participate in politics.
2. Enhance policy making: Pressure groups improve the government’s policy-making through
better information and scrutiny. The information and advice provided by groups helps to
improve the quality of government policy and legislation.
3. Improve governance: Pressure groups improve the quality of governance. Consultation
with affected groups is the rational way makes government more efficient by enhancing the
quality of the decision making process.
4. Freely operating pressure groups are essential to the effective functioning of liberal
democracy in three main ways:
A. they serve as vital intermediary institutions between government and society.
B. they assist in the dispersal of political power.
C. they provide important counterweights to balance the concentration of power.
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5. Pressure groups enable new concerns and issues to reach the political agenda, thereby
facilitating social progress and preventing social stagnation. Example: Lok Satta, Association
for Democratic Reforms (ADR), etc.
6. Promote social cohesion: Pressure groups increase social cohesion and political stability
by providing a ‘safety-valve’ outlet for individual and collective grievances and demands.
Negative
1. Narrow objectives: They may do little in achieving their objectives because of elitism and
an overly-narrow focus objectives.
2. Promote sectional interest: They sacrifice public interest by giving priority to their
sectional interest.
3. Disrupt social harmony: The in-egalitarian way that some groups operate increases social
discontent and political instability by intensifying the sense of social frustration and in justice
felt by disadvantaged and excluded sections of the population.
4. Non-legitimate power: Unlike conventional politicians, pressure-group leaders have not
been elected. Pressure groups are therefore not publicly accountable, meaning that the
influence they exert is not democratically legitimate.
EMERGENCE OF PRESSURE GROUPS ON INDIAN POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
They have indeed emerged as an important factor in Indian political landscape by variety of
ways. Some of this includes1. Election reforms : Pressure groups have played a proactive role in reforming election
process.
Example: PUCL led the crusade for Voters right to know relevant qualifications of candidates
for office, including information about their income and assets.
2. Creating Awareness: Pressure groups have created awareness about political parties.
Example: The Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR), which analysed details of all
donations above INR 20,000 to five national parties — BJP, Congress, NCP, CPI and CPM —
found that corporate donations accounted for 89% of all known donations during four years
viz. 2012-13 to 2015-16.
3. Reservoir of leadership: Many pressure groups have emerged as a centre of social and
political leadership such as Student’s Pressure Groups. This category includes All India
Student Federation (AISF), Student’s Federation of India, National Students Union of India,
etc
With the increasing costs of electioneering and emergence of a proactive civil society,
lobbying and propagandizing have attained greater importance in Indian political landscape.
These interest groups, though not directly visible in the political space, can truly help in
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strengthening democracy by acting as an important institution in imbibing the culture of
democracy at the very grassroots level.
Question#6: Compare the constitutional position of Rajya Sabha with the Lok Sabha in
terms of legislative powers.
Model Answer:
The Parliament constitutes the President, the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha and all these
three pillars of Parliament have different roles with respect to the legislative process in
different stages of law making. The Constitutional position of the Rajya Sabha in comparison
to Lok Sabha with respect to legislative powers can be compared in the following ways:
Equal status with Lok Sabha:
Rajya Sabha has equal legislative power with Lok Sabha in:
•
•
•
•

introduction and passage of ordinary bills.
introduction and passage of Constitutional amendment bills.
introduction and passage of financial bills involving expenditure from the
Consolidated Fund of India.
approval of ordinances issued by the President.

Unequal status with Lok Sabha:
•
•

•

•

•

A money bill can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha and not in Rajya Sabha.
Rajya Sabha cannot amend or reject a Money Bill. It can return the bill to Lok Sabha
within 14 days, either with recommendations or without recommendations and Lok
Sabha can either accept or reject all or any of the recommendations of the Rajya
Sabha.
A financial bill, not containing solely the matters of Article 110 can be introduced
only in the Lok Sabha. But with regards to its passage, both the houses have equal
powers.
The final power to decide whether a particular bill is a money bill or not is vested in
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Speaker presides over the joint sitting of both
the houses.
Rajya Sabha can only discuss the budget but cannot vote on the demands for grants.

Special Powers of Rajya Sabha in this context:
Rajya Sabha has been given two exclusive or special powers that are not enjoyed by the Lok
Sabha:
•
•

It can authorize Parliament to make a law on a subject enumerated in the State List
under article 249.
It can authorize the Parliament to create new All- India Services common to both the
Centre and States under article 312.
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So, overall the power and status of Rajya Sabha are broadly equal and coordinate with that
of Lok Sabha, except in financial matters and control over council of ministers.
Question#7: Comment upon the distribution of legislative subjects between the Centre
and states. Under what circumstances does the Parliament make laws on matters
enumerated in the State list?
Model Answer:
Articles 245 to 255 in Part XI of the Constitution deal with the legislative relations between
the Centre and states. The division of legislative powers is done with respect to both the
territory and the subjects of legislation and is contained in the three-fold distribution of
legislative subject i.e. Union list, state list and concurrent list under Schedule 7 of the Indian
Constitution.
•

•

•

•

The Parliament has exclusive powers to make laws with respect to any of the
matters enumerated in the Union List which generally comprises of the matters of
national importance and the matters which require uniformity of legislation
nationwide.
The state legislature in normal circumstances makes law with respect to any matters
enumerated in the State list. Few examples include matters like police, public order,
public health etc.
Both Parliament and State legislature can make laws with respect to any of the
matters enumerated in the Concurrent list. The matters on which uniformity of
legislation is required but is not essential are placed in the concurrent list.
The power to make laws with respect to residuary subjects i.e. the matters which
are not enumerated in any of the three lists is vested with the Parliament.

The Constitution ensures the predominance of the Union list over the State list and the
Concurrent list and that of concurrent list over the state list. In case of a conflict between
the Central law and the state law on a subject enumerated in the Concurrent list the Central
law prevails over the state law. However, if the state law has been reserved for the
consideration of the President and has received his/her assent, then the state law prevails in
that state.
This unique distribution of legislative powers in the current scheme ensures that the
diversity of India is taken into consideration while integrity and uniformity is maintained
wherever required.
Circumstances under which Parliament can make laws on matters enumerated in the State
list:
•

•

Article 249: When Rajya Sabha passes a resolution supported by two-thirds of the
member present and voting, declaring that it is necessary in national interest that
Parliament should make laws on matter in the State list .
Article 250: During a national emergency, Parliament acquires the power to legislate
with respect to matters in the State list.
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•

•
•

Article 252: When the legislature of two or more states pass resolution requesting
the Parliament to enact laws on a matter in the state list, then Parliament can make
laws for regulating that matter. A law so enacted applies only to those states which
have passed the resolutions .
Article 253: The Parliament can make laws on any matter in the State list for
implementing the international treaties, agreements or conventions.
President’s rule: During President’s rule in a state, Parliament becomes empowered
to make laws with respect to any matter in the State List in relation to that state.

Question#8: New "Digital Voting System" envisaged by Election commission of India will
have significant impact on voting pattern. Comment.
Model Answer:
ECI and IIT Delhi have collaborated to work on technology that would allow voters to
exercise their democratic right through a digital device. The technology will allow migrants
to vote.
Digitally mediated voting can be a revolution in electoral reforms:
1. Currently, NRIs eligible to vote in Indian elections to register their electoral opinion can
only cast their vote at the Indian embassy in the country of their residence
2. A legislation to allow proxy voting for NRIs also didn’t get much traction in Parliament.
3. Digital voting will help overcome the problems of distance for NRI voters, and hesitations
over proxy on part of the Indian legislature.
4. It could even allow migrant workers within the country to cast their votes in polls in their
native constituencies.
5. The level of representation such digitally-mediated voting can facilitate, and the cost
savings this could mean—from the drastically reduced need for security and other personnel
deployment, booths, voting machines, power back-up, etc., especially in remote areas—
make this an attractive proposition.
Technology behind:
1. Blockchain technology, now being put to use for a raft of services from land-record
verification and digitisation to banking, will be used to set up a two-way electronic voting
system.
2. There will be biometric verification, and the EC and the candidates will get details of the
voter on a common, open ledger, while the vote—encrypted at the time of voting itself—will
be read by a programme.
3. This will ensure that voter identity is established while the vote is anonymised. This is the
first time India will be experimenting with such technology.
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The ECI must ensure that the system inspires the voters’ faith; there will be doubts about
whether the system is hack-proof and doesn’t allow interference by enemy interests,
whether it will preserve anonymity of the vote, and perhaps even whether the system will
function as envisioned.
Question#9: Recently discussed, "National logistics policy will bring down cost and
streamline rules". Comment. Also mention challenges involved in implementation of the
policy.
Model Answer:
The upcoming national logistics policy is expected to streamline rules and address supplyside constraints, leading to lower logistics costs and greater competitiveness for Indian
products worldwide.
India’s logistics sector has remained fragmented and unregulated, despite its centrality to
economic growth. According to a logistics policy draft released by the commerce ministry in
February 2019, the government will create a single point of reference for all logistics and
trade facilitation matters, reducing logistics costs, which are now estimated at 13-14% of
GDP, to 10%.
Key highlights of the draft National logistic policy:
1. Startup acceleration fund by the Logistics Wing: This fund will incubate startups in the
logistics sector, enable the adoption of newer technologies and promote innovative
practices “that can help in reducing costs and turnaround times.”
2. The policy also states that it will focus on perishable commodities because of the
specialised nature of requirements for their packaging, transport and storage. It will also
encourage startups working in the “farm to plate” space.
3. Identify, implement and monitor technology based interventions such as e-tolling,
electronic document flow, rationalization of checkpoints, digital verification at all
checkpoints etc., to decrease wait time, in effect improving the average speed across key
corridors.
4. Creating a single point of reference for all logistics and trade facilitation matters in the
country which will also function as a knowledge and information sharing platform
5. Optimizing the current modal mix (road-60%, rail-31%, water-9%) in line with
international benchmarks (25-30% share of road, 50-55% share of railways, 20-25% share of
waterways) and promote development of multimodal infrastructure
6. Improving first mile and last mile connectivity to expand market access of farmers,
MSMEs and small businesses
7. Enhancing efficiency across the logistics value chain through increased digitization and
technology adoption
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8. Supporting the development of the warehousing sector
Challenges:
1. The announcement of the proposed logistics policy is welcome as it is likely to delineate
the roles of the regulatory agencies at the central and state government level and address
issues around predictability of regulations, registration of services providers, regulation of
multi-modal transport and performance standards for service delivery,”
2. This policy will categorise each of these services and give minimum threshold
requirements for entering the market. For a truck fleet operator, this could be about
minimum fleet size, specifications of trucks, axle load and carrying capacity etc
3. The proposed policy also aims to standardize the key elements of a warehouse which will
lead to new demand and capacity creation of Grade A warehouses,”
4. The main challenge is while some of the subjects covered under the policy come under
the Centre, the rest are controlled by states.
Question#10: Considering current usage and online engagement of public, "data
protection act" is utmost necessary. Elaborate.
Model Answer:
India has around 40 cr internet users and 25cr social media users who spend significant time
online. The average cost for data breach in India has gone up to Rs. 11.9 crore, an increase of
7.9% from 2017. Moreover, in the KS Puttaswamy case, the Supreme Court has declared
Data Privacy as a fundamental right under Article 21. Hence it becomes all the more
significant to ensure data protection. The reasons are as follows:










Data Export : Most of the data storage companies are based abroad. Especially the
e-commerce companies that have exabytes of data on Indians. They also export data
to other jurisdiction making it difficult to apply Indian laws.
Data Localization : Enforcing data localization has faced backlash from many private
entities and their home governments. There hundreds of private players are
involved in data dynamics which makes it difficult to apply uniform data protection
framework.
User Consent : Generally, the application using pre-ticked boxes on consent while
asking users regarding the acceptance to the terms and conditions.
Privacy Breach : It is usually difficult to trace the perpetrator invading the data
privacy.
Privacy laws : Currently, the usage and transfer of personal data of citizens is
regulated by the Information Technology (IT) Rules, 2011, under the IT Act, 2000.
However this are applicable only to private entities and not on government agency.
Data ownership : As per TRAI guidelines, individuals own the data, while the
collectors and data processors are mere custodians of data who are subject to
regulations.
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•

In lieu of this, the parliament has referred the Data Protection Bill 2019 to a joint
parliamentary committee for further scrutiny. The Bill was in line with the
recommendation of the BN SriKrishna Committee.

Data protection is essential to balance the growth of the digital economy and use of data as
a means of communication between persons with a statutory regime that will protect the
autonomy of individuals from encroachments by the state and private entities. India must
adopt stringent law in the same lines as GDPR (General Data Protection Regime) enacted by
the European Union.
Question#11: Union Cabinet recently has approved the Phase II of the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Grameen) till 2024-25. In this context, it can be rightly said that success of
Swacch Bharat Mission (Gramin ) can change the landscape of rural India on many aspects.
Comment.
Model Answer:
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) [SBM (G)] till 2024-25, which will focus on
Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), which includes ODF sustainability and Solid and Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM). The program will also work towards ensuring that no one is
left behind and everyone uses a toilet.
SBM (G) Phase-II will also be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25 in a mission mode with
a total outlay of Rs. 1,40,881 crores. This will be a novel model of convergence between
different verticals of financing. Of this Rs.52,497 crore will be allocated from the budget of
D/o Drinking Water and Sanitation while the remaining amount will be dovetailed from the
funds being released under 15th Finance Commission, MGNREGS and revenue generation
models particularly for solid and liquid waste management.
How it will impact Rural India:
1. SBM (Rural) aims to bring about an improvement in the general quality of life in the rural
areas.
2 The SBM-G Phase II will continue to generate employment and provide impetus to the
rural economy through construction of household toilets and community toilets, as well as
infrastructure for SLWM such as compost pits, soak pits, waste stabilisation ponds, material
recovery facilities etc
3. The SLWM component of ODF Plus will be monitored on the basis of output-outcome
indicators for four key areas: plastic waste management, bio-degradable solid waste
management (including animal waste management), greywater management and fecal
sludge management.
4. New thrust of this rural sanitation mission is removing obstacles and addressing critical
issues that affect results which aims to provide all rural households with individual latrines
and build cluster and community toilets on public-private partnership mode
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5. Construction of Anganwadi toilets and management of solid and liquid waste in all Village
Panchayats is main object of the mission
The thinking and philosophy of Gandhiji would be achieved if the Swachh Bharat programme
realizes the desired targets but the challenge would be to generate awareness, in a big way.
There has been spectacular progress since the last 5 years, thereby fulfilling the target of
reaching sanitation to the remotest village and realizing a significant facet of Gandhian
vision.
Question#12: Aadhar card was supposed to be a major player in improving beneficiary
targeting and creating leak proof delivery system but it has failed. Analyze this statement
in current context.
Model Answer:
The NDA-II has ramped up direct benefit transfer and Aadhaar authentication in welfare
programmes but implementation issues remain prevalent.
Aadhaar has curtailed leakages of government subsidies. Through Aadhaar, savings worth
₹90,000 crores have accrued to the government– UIDAI’s2017-18 annual report. A new
research paper, published in the National Bureau of Economic Research, details findings
from an extensive empirical study of the impact of Aadhaar in reducing leakages and
increasing fiscal savings.
1. The study concluded that Aadhaar-based biometric authentication had no measurable
benefit.
2. Aadhaar-based biometric authentication did not reduce leakages due to elimination of
ghosts and duplicates, as widely perceived.
3. Increase in transaction costs for beneficiary: On the other hand, they found that Aadhaarbased biometric authentication increased transaction costs for beneficiaries.
4. Increased cost: there was an 17% extra cost, that is, to claim ration worth ₹40,
beneficiaries in the Aadhaar system incurred an additional ₹7 of costs than those in the old
system, because of multiple trips to authenticate themselves and the opportunity cost of
time spent.
5. This is a whopping 17% extra cost burden of the value of the benefit they were entitled to
receive. It denied ration to 10% of genuine beneficiaries and increased costs by 17% to those
that were forced to get their ration using Aadhaar.
6. To make matters worse, Aadhaar-based biometric authentication also introduced what
empirical scientists call Type I error of exclusion.
7. Aadhaar authentication falsely rejected genuine PDS beneficiaries who were then denied
their ration supplies.
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8. The study finds that nearly 10% of legitimate beneficiaries were denied their ration either
because they did not have their Aadhaar linked to their ration card or due to an exclusion
error
Way forward:
1. Inconsistencies need to be resolved for successful Aadhaar seeding.
2. The transitional phase should be flexible
3. It is essential to deal with issues of duplication, use less disruptive methods than Aadhaar
such as food coupons, smart cards, and last-mile tracking.
4. Using other technology to curb corruption like computerisation, SMS alerts, online
availability of official records, toll-free help lines and so on.
Question#13: Recently proposed changes in "Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill" are
not enough to safeguard women's interest in a holistic manner. Comment.
Model Answer:
The Union Cabinet recently approved the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP)
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 which seeks to extend the termination of pregnancy period from 20
weeks to 24 weeks, making it easier for women to safely and legally terminate an unwanted
pregnancy.
Key highlights of the bill:
1. Among others, amendments seek to increase the upper limit for termination of a
pregnancy from 20 weeks to 24 weeks.
2. It also seeks to extend the contraceptive-failure clause for termination to include “any
woman or her partner” from the present provision for “only married woman or her
husband”.
3. The draft Bill proposes requirement of opinion of one registered medical practitioner
(RMP) for termination of pregnancy up to 20 weeks of gestation.
4. It also provides for the requirement of opinion of two RMPs for termination of pregnancy
of 20 to 24 weeks.
5. The Bill also seeks to increase the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for survivors
of rape, victims of incest and other vulnerable women.
6. For unmarried women, the Bill seeks to relax the contraceptive-failure condition for “any
woman or her partner” from the present provision for “only married woman or her
husband”, allowing them to medically terminate the pregnancy.
Unresolved issues:
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1. The preference for a male child keeps sex determination centres in business in spite of
their illegal status. There are concerns that a more liberal abortion law can aggravate this
state-of-affairs.
2. A key aspect of the legality governing abortions has always been the ‘viability’ of the
foetus. Viability implies the period from which a foetus is capable of living outside the
womb.
3. Currently, viability is usually placed at about seven months (28 weeks) but may occur
earlier, even at 24 weeks. Thus, late termination of pregnancy may get in conflict with the
viability of the foetus.
4. Only 22% of 15.6 million abortions happen in healthcare facilities, there is no record of the
others. We need far more providers at the lower levels of healthcare delivery to ensure safe
abortion services reach more women.
5. A study of 1,007 women of ages 15-24 years in Assam and Madhya Pradesh in November
2018 found only 20% young women know about modern contraceptive methods, and 22%
are aware that abortion is legal in India. None of the women surveyed were aware of the
correct legal gestation of 20 weeks
6. According to 2017 data, 59 countries allowed elective abortions, of which only seven
permitted the procedure after 20 weeks like Canada, China, the Netherlands, North Korea,
Singapore, the United States, and Vietnam.
Question#14: Discuss the significance of INDIA - SRILANKA relationship. Also highlight
recent developments.
Model Answer:
The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old. Both countries
have a legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic interaction. In recent years, the
relationship has been marked by close contacts at all levels. Trade and investment have
grown and there is cooperation in the fields of development, education, culture and
defence.
Significance of the relations:
1. India shares a common cultural and security space with the countries in the South Asian
region especially Sri Lanka.
2. Sri Lanka’s location in the Indian Ocean region as an island State has been of strategic
geopolitical relevance to several major powers.
3. As a prominent Asian nation with critical national interests in South Asia, India has a
special responsibility to ensure peace and stability in its closest neighbourhood.
4. India should shed its big brother image and actively take part to rebuild the war-torn
country.
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5. India needs the support of Sri Lanka to emerge as a Blue water navy in the Indian Ocean
and also in pursuing the permanent membership in United Nations Security Council (UNSC).
6. China’s string of pearl’s strategy is aimed at encircling India to establish dominance in the
Indian Ocean.
7. Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China for Port city project and for continuation
of Chinese funded infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka.
8. Sri Lanka’s location can thus serve both commercial and industrial purposes and be used
as a military base.
Recent developments:
1. Air connectivity to Sri Lanka’s north and east is already being improved — there is a flight
from India to Jaffna, and another one being proposed for Batticaloa.
2. Both countries discussed intelligence sharing, training and the utilisation of a special $50million Line of Credit extended by India after last year’s Easter Sunday bombings.
3. India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives are expected to revive their trilateral on security,
including joint maritime security talks and anti-terror cooperation.
4. Rajapaksa reaffirmed his belief that among Sri Lanka’s friendships, India is seen as a
“relative”, given their history and culture.
5. Rajapaksa has ruled out taking forward the MoU signed by his predecessor Ranil
Wickremesinghe allowing Indian participation in energy and infrastructure projects in
Trincomalee; an Indian stake in “Mattala airport” is not on the cards either.
6. However, of note is his appeal for India to help Sri Lanka deal with its debt crisis — nearly
$60-billion outstanding in foreign and domestic, and about $5-billion a year in repayments.
Question 15: During the Defence expo 2020 in Lucknow, 14 MoUs were signed between
Indian and Russian companies. Highlight the importance of Russia as defence trade
partner of India.
Model Answer:
Relations between India and Russia are rooted in history, mutual trust and mutually
beneficial cooperation. This is a strategic partnership that has withstood the test of time,
and which enjoys the support of the people of both countries. As ascertained by Indian
Prime Minister, “India and Russia are against “outside influence” in the internal matters of
any nation”. India and Russia are aimed at finding new horizons of bilateral cooperation in
areas like trade, defence, space, oil and gas, nuclear energy and maritime connectivity.
India Russia defence trade:
1. While India and Russia’s economic relationship has been a weak point in the post-Cold
War period, the most glaring sign of the stagnation may yet be that in 2014, the US emerged
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as the top arms supplier to India, pushing Russia to the second position based on data for
the preceding three years.
2. At the same time, India became the top foreign buyer of US weapons in 2014.
3. Given that the military-technical ties were historically the bedrock of India and Russia’s
relationship, a drop in the sector was a clear matter of concern.
4. While in overall terms, Russia remained India’s top supplier of defence items during the
period 2014-18, the total exports fell by 42 percent between 2014-18 and 2009-13.
5. Russia still commands 58 percent of total arms imports by India, followed by Israel and
the US at 15 and 12 percent, respectively.
6. Despite this, Russia’s market share ensures that the country remains a critical supplier to
India, both of new arms and spare parts.
7. The military-technical cooperation that includes transfer of technology and joint
production is a unique relationship that is extremely valuable to India.
8. Also, the low of 2014 has since been corrected and in 2016, crucial inter-government
agreements were signed at the annual summit including the supply of S-400 Triumph Air
Defence Missile System and four Admiral Grigorovich-class frigates (2018), as well as a
shareholder deal regarding the manufacture of Ka-226T helicopters in India.
Recent developments in India Russia defence trade:
1. In a step forward towards addressing the issue of regular spares and support for Russian
military equipment with the armed forces, 14 MoUs were signed between Indian and
Russian companies for setting up joint ventures covering a range of equipment from modern
T-90 tanks to legacy Pechora air defence systems.
2. The MoUs were signed during the 5th India Russia military industry conference held
during the Defexpo 2020 in Lucknow.
3. They come under the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) on joint manufacturing of
spares in India signed last September for mutual cooperation in manufacturing of spares,
components, aggregates and other material related to Russian or Soviet-origin arms and
defence equipment.
4. The first ‘Request for Proposal’ for manufacturing of parts in India under the provision of
IGA was also handed over by the Navy to the identified Indian industry.
5. One MoU was signed between the Spetz-Radio Corporation of Russia and the Ananth
Technologies based in Hyderabad for the “development, production and manufacture of
small spacecraft for remote sensing”.
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6. “Joint creation and commercial use [providing a radio frequency resource] of a network of
ground control stations for small spacecraft and a network of ground stations for the
reception and processing of earth remote sensing data.
7. One important MoU was signed between the Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and the
Almaz Antey of Russia for exploring the feasibility of establishing a joint venture in India for
the production of various sub systems of “air defence missile systems like Tunguska,
Kavadrat, the OSA-AKA, Pechora air defence system as well as the Shilka self-propelled air
defence gun system”.
8. The MoU also covered refurbishment and life extension of the missiles.
9. Most of these air defence systems are now in the process of being phased out and
replaced with new ones.
10. There are also agreements on emerging technologies — Artificial Intelligence, Internet of
Things, blockchain and robotics based on Russian technologies under the proposed IndoRussian Joint Venture ICT Center of Excellence.
Question#16: What is Blue dot Network? Discuss its importance.
Model Answer:
The Blue Dot network is “a multi-stakeholder initiative to bring together governments, the
private sector and civil society to promote high-quality, trusted standards for global
infrastructure development”. It has been jointly launched by the US Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC), Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT),
and Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC).
With China moving to expand its strategic footprint through the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), India and the US will discuss the Blue Dot network, a new proposal to cover
infrastructure and development projects across the region and other countries. According to
American officials, the Blue Dot network is like a “Michelin Guide”, which rates restaurants
around the world with stars for excellence, for infrastructure projects.
Significance of Blue dot network for India:
1. It will act as a globally recognized seal of approval for major infrastructure projects, letting
people know the projects are sustainable and not exploitative.
2. It seems to be planned as a direct counter to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
However, unlike the BRI, the BDN would not offer public funds or loans for the project.
3. BDN will serve as a globally recognized seal of approval for major infrastructure projects,
letting people know that projects are sustainable and not exploitative.
4. It is expected to serve as a globally recognised evaluation and certification system for
roads, ports and bridges with a focus on the Indo-Pacific region.
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5. Instead of trying to match China’s scale of spending, the US through Blue Dot Network is
arguing that the quality of investments in infrastructure is just as important as the quantity.
6. The new Blue Dot Network, therefore, is best seen as part of the U.S.A.’s strategy of trying
to persuade developing countries in Asia-Pacific not rely on Chinese funds for infrastructure.
7. Once fully up and running, the new network will bring together governments, the private
sector and other organizations behind a set of high-quality global infrastructure
development standards.
The initiative will evaluate projects on various parameters, including level of public
consultation, transparency in funding, debt traps and basic environment norms. Projects
that meet the norms will get a “blue dot”, which will enable them to attract private funding
and not have to depend on state funding alone.
Question17: Discuss the role India have in the International Maritime Organization.
Model Answer:
The International Maritime Organization (IMO), the United Nations agency tasked with
regulating shipping, had mandated that merchant ships should not burn fuel with sulphur
content greater than 0.5% beginning January 1. India’s negligible presence and interventions
in the International Maritime Organization is affecting its interests.
International Maritime Organization(IMO):






The International Maritime Organization(IMO) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations (UN).
It is a global standard-setting authority with responsibility to improve the safety and
security of international shipping and prevention of marine and atmospheric
pollution by ships.
The IMO currently has 174 member states and three associate members; there are
also scores of non-governmental and inter-governmental organisations.
The IMO, like any other UN agency, is primarily a secretariat, which facilitates
decision-making processes on all maritime matters through meetings of member
states. The binding instruments are brought in through the conventions — to which
member states sign on to for compliance — as well as amendments to the same and
related codes

Role played by India in the International Maritime Organization:





India joined the IMO in 1959. The IMO currently lists India as among the 10 states
with the ‘largest interest in international seaborne trade’.
India’s presence and participation in the IMO has been at the individual level. India
should now make its presence felt so that its national interests are served.
India’s permanent representative post in the IMO has remained vacant for the last
25 years.
Representation at meetings is often through a skeletal delegation.
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A review of IMO documents shows that the number of submissions made by India in
the recent past has been few and not in proportion to India’s stakes in global
shipping.
The sulphur cap, for instance, will reduce emissions and reduce the health impact on
coastal populations but ship operational costs are going up since the new fuel
product is more expensive.
As refineries including those in India struggle to meet the demand, freight costs have
started moving up, with a cascading effect on retail prices.
The promulgation of “High-Risk Areas” when piracy was at its peak and dominated
media headlines.
The IMO’s demarcation resulted in half the Arabian Sea and virtually the entire
south-west coast of India being seen as piracy-infested, despite the presence of the
Indian Navy and Coast Guard.
The “Enrica Lexie” shooting incident of 2012, off the coast of Kerala, was a direct
fallout of the demarcation.

So far, India’s presence and participation in the IMO has been at the individual level. India
should now make its presence felt so that its national interests are served. It is time India
regained its status as a major maritime power.
Question#18: Why strong India-Germany bilateral ties are important for our country?
Model Answer:
As far as the history of India-Germany ties are concerned, India was one of the first countries
to diplomatically acknowledge and accept the Federal Republic of Germany after the Second
World War in 1945. It was in 1951 that the two countries decided to establish an economic
relationship.
As the two countries discuss various issues, it is worth looking at how India’s bilateral ties
with Germany — India’s largest trading partner within the European Union — have evolved
over the years








A strong economic partnership with Germany means that the country can provide
for many schemes and programmes devised by Modi like Digital India, Make in India
and Skill India.
The German embassy in Berlin had launched the Make in India Mittelstand (MIIM)
Programme in September 2015 to facilitate the German Mittelstand (SMEs) to do
business in India.
Currently, 73 German Mittelstand (SMEs) companies are being facilitated through
MIIM Programme for their market entry and investment in India. Out of these, 46
companies have progressed well in India investment plan.
Germany is currently also one of the leading foreign direct investors in India, with
around 1,800 German companies operating in India. As per data with Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion, Germany is the seventh biggest FDI source for India.
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From April 2000 to March 2017, various German companies have invested about
$9.7 billion in India, which is about 3 percent of total FDI fl ows the country has
witnessed. Indian corporate entities have also invested over $7 billion in Germany.
600 joint ventures are also in place.
Exports: Textiles, metal and metal products, electro-technology, leather and leather
goods, food and beverages, machinery, pharmaceuticals, auto components,
chemicals, gems and jewellery, and rubber products are the main exports to
Germany.
Imports: The key items imported from there are machinery, electro-technology,
metal and metal products, chemicals, auto components, measurement and control
equipment, plastics, medical technology, pharmaceuticals, paper and printing
materials.
Strategic Partners: India and Germany have been strategic partners since 2000. The
website of the Indian Embassy in Berlin explains that the Intergovernmental
Consultations (IGCs) between India and Germany is meant for a review of
cooperation and provides a platform for fresh ideas. India is one of the few countries
with whom Germany has such a dialogue mechanism.
UN Security Council: India and Germany also cooperate closely on the issue of the
expansion of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) within the framework of G4 with Japan and Brazil. Both countries seek to become permanent members of the
UNSC.
Defence Cooperation: The India-Germany Defence Cooperation Agreement,
established in 2006, provides a framework for defence cooperation. The High
Defence Committee meetings at the Defence Secretary level take place annually and
alternately in New Delhi and Berlin.
Science and Technology: Moreover, there are currently over 150 joint science and
technology research projects and 70 direct partnerships between universities of
both countries.
Geopolitics: In the context of China’s One Belt One Road initiative, Modi and Merkel
are converging on working together in Africa, focusing on renewable energy,
connectivity, vocational training, and have called on businesses to collaborate on
promoting trade and development

Question#19: Analyze the efficacy of e-governance initiative of Uttar Pradesh
Government.
Model Answer:
E-governance is the use of electronic equipments coupled with internet for disbursing
services and other governance processes, which ensures quick, accurate and widespread
process of governance. The use of information and communication technology is central to
e-governance.
In this regard government of Uttar Pradesh has taken up following e-governance
programmes-

For any query, please WhatsApp/call us @ 7390023092

Full Length Mock Paper#2_UPPSC Mains Test Series 2019_Model Answers
•

•

•

•
•

Common service centers have been established (Roughly/CSC for each 10000 urban
population and for two Panchayats) for delivery of various services like caste,
income, khasra khatauni certificates. A total of more than 76000 CSCs have been
established.
State Wide Area Network (UP-SWAN) programme which aims at creating core
infrastructure of all blocks tehsils and districts to state capital. A total of 885 POPs
have been established till now.
State Data Center (UPSDC) has been created to get authentic data related to various
departments of government of Uttar Pradesh. It helps in accurate policy formation
and beneficiary targeting.
Specialized training and e-governance programme has been organised for state
government employees for e-service delivery.
Other initiatives include e-Taal (dissemination of e-Transactions for state level egovernment projects), Digi Dhan Mela etc.

However, certain challenges before e-gov. of Uttar Pradesh can been seen as•
•
•
•

Literacy rate of 67% creates a digital devide across people and hinders the inclusive
growth.
44% of rural households in Uttar Pradesh still lack electrification. It hinders the
possibility of mobile governance due to lack of battery charging infrastructure.
Sometimes overloaded servers make the service delivery cumbersome.
Incompetence of some senior state government employees for technology creates
further problem.

These challenges should be overcome by massive digital literacy campaigns, training
programmes and speedifying the infrastructure development projects. It should be done on
priority basis for inclusive and faster development of Uttar Pradesh.
Question#20: Discuss the importance of "India - Nepal Border adjoining Uttar Pradesh" in
context of India-Nepal Relations.
Model Answer:
Uttar Pradesh shares a 579 Km. visa free and open border with Nepal in Northern Terai
region. Uttar Pradesh and Nepal share deep historical and cultural ties and play an important
role in India-Nepal relation are mainly governed by ‘India-Nepal Peace and Friendship
Treaty, 1950.
The importance of Uttar Pradesh-Nepal border can be observed as followsPositive Aspects:
•

People of Uttar Pradesh in Terai region share family relations with Madhesi
community of Nepal across UP-Nepal border. These people have strong influence in
Nepal politics which is favourable for India.

For any query, please WhatsApp/call us @ 7390023092

Full Length Mock Paper#2_UPPSC Mains Test Series 2019_Model Answers
•
•
•
•

Visa free travel across Uttar Pradesh-Nepal border improves trade between India
and Nepal and hence improves economic relations.
During calamities, a prompt exchange of services can be done as was done during
2015 earthquake in Nepal.
Labour supply to India from Nepal makes the labour market competitive and
reduces the cost of production.
Due to being environmentally fragile, nature, co-operation on environment change
is easier. For example managed of river Shara, Mohana river, Ghagra river etc.

Negative Aspects:
•

•

•
•
•
•

Open border creates a strong security challenge for India. Organised crime such as
human trafficking, drugs trade, arms trade, fake currency circulation, and smuggling
are major challenges in this regard.
There are some disputed border areas such as Shivalik range, Dudhwa Range etc. It
can become a bone of contention any time. Presently there are 54 places of
encroachment along border.
The cross border rivers cause heavy floods in India when Nepal opens its flood gates.
It creates a tension in India-Nepal relations.
Due to strong control over Line of Control (LoC) terrorists use to prefer Indo-Nepal
border for entering India.
Moists also got international support from parous border of UP and Nepal.
Open border also promotes migration across the border and cause change in
demography and a pressure of Indian resources.

The recent closeness of China-Nepal relations can become a challenge for India-Nepal
relations. Here, Uttar Pradesh government and its people should play a decisive role in
improving the positive role and reducing the negativities in bilateral relationship.
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