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SECTION A 

1. The Harappans procured materials for craft production in various ways. They had well 

established trade links with subcontinent and beyond. Elaborate. (8 marks) 

Ans: In the Harappan civilization, the elaborate social structure and the standard of living have been 

maintained by a highly developed system of communication and trade. Trade was very important for 

the Indus civilization. Their main trade partner was Mesopotamia, which was an advanced civilization 

in the Middle East. 

Materials from the subcontinent: 

• They established settlements such as Nageshwar and Balakot in areas where shell was available. 

Other such sites were Shortughai, in far-off Afghanistan, near the best source of lapis lazuli, a blue 

stone that was apparently very highly valued, and Lothal which was near sources of carnelian from 

Bharuch in Gujarat, steatite from south Rajasthan. 

• Occasional finds of Harappan artefacts such as steatite micro beads in these areas are indications of 

such contact. There is evidence in the Khetri area for what archaeologists call the Ganeshwar-

Jodhpura culture, with its distinctive non-Harappan pottery and an unusual wealth of copper objects. 

Harappan contact with distant lands: 

• Mesopotamian texts datable to the third millennium BCE refer to copper coming from a region 

called Magan, perhaps a name for Oman, and interestingly enough copper found at Mesopotamian 

sites also contains traces of nickel. 

• Other archaeological finds are suggestive of long distance contacts include Harappan seals, weights, 

dice and beads. Mesopotamian texts mention contact with regions named Dilmun (probably the 

island of Bahrain), Magan and Meluhha, possibly the Harappan region. 

Thus, the Indus valley economy was heavily based on trade with subcontinent and beyond. It was one 

of the most important characteristics of this civilization. Almost every aspect of their society, from the 

cities they built to the technology they developed, was to ensure that they could create high-quality 

and profitable trade products for the civilizations. 

2. The basic philosophy of the Jains was already in existence in north India before the 

birth of Mahavira. Elaborate. (8 marks) 

Ans: After getting enlightened, Mahavira synthesized and revived the philosophies of the ancient 

Sramanic traditions laid down by the first Jain tirthankara Rishabhdeva. Since Mahavira was the 24th 

Tirthankara in the uninterrupted succession of Tirthankaras of the Jaina tradition, he preached the 

doctrines which were already propounded by his 23 predecessors. 

Basic philosophy of Jainism given by Mahavira and his predecessors: 

• The most important idea in Jainism is that the entire world is animated: even stones, rocks and 

water have life. 

• Noninjury to living beings, especially to humans, animals, plants and insects, is central to Jain 

philosophy. 
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• The principle of ahimsa, emphasized within Jainism, has left its mark on Indian thinking as a whole. 

• According to Jains teachings, the cycle of birth and rebirth is shaped through karma. 

Asceticism and penance are required to free oneself from the cycle of karma. This can be achieved 

only by renouncing the world; therefore, monastic existence is a necessary condition of salvation. 

• Jain monks and nuns took five vows: to abstain from killing, stealing and lying; to observe celibacy; 

and to abstain from possessing property 

• Jainism spread to many parts of India. Like the Buddhists, Jaina scholars produced a wealth of 

literature in a variety of languages – Prakrit, Sanskrit and Tamil. 

Thus, Jainism existed before Mahavir, and his teachings were based on those of his predecessors. 

Unlike Buddha, Mahavir was more of a reformer and propagator of the existing religious order than 

the founder of a new faith. He followed the well-established creed of his predecessor Tirthankara 

Parshvanath. However, Mahavir did reorganize the philosophical tenets of Jainism to correspond to 

his times. 

3. Write a short note about Dance forms of Uttar Pradesh (8 marks) 

Ans: Uttar Pradesh is the place where Kathak, one of the six foremost classical dances of India, 
flourished. The word Katha, from which the name is derived, means story. It originated in northern 
India, during the 7th century A.D. Kathak has very intricate and complex movements of hands and 
feet along with facial expressions. 

The footwork is accompanied by the music of various percussion instruments such 
as tabla and pakhwaj, which are native to north India. 

Other dance forms of Uttar Pradesh are largely folk traditions expressed in theatrical forms, such 
as:- 

Ramlila is one such art form dealing with the life of Lord Rama and includes dance and theatre 
performance. The Ramlila festivities were declared by UNESCO as one of the "Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity" in 2008. Ramlila is particularly notable in historically important Hindu cities of 
Ayodhya, Varanasi, Vrindavan, Almora, Satna and Madhubani – cities in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Bihar and Madhya Prades 

Braj Raslila is associated with the life of the lover-God, Lord Krishna. The Ras lila or Ras dance or 
Krishna Tandava, is part of the traditional story of Krishna described in Hindu scriptures such as the 
Bhagavata Purana and literature such as the Gita Govinda, where he dances with Radha and her 
sakhis (gopis). The Indian classical dance of Kathak evolved from the 'Raslila of Braj and Manipuri 
Classical Dance' (Vrindavana) also known as Natwari Nritya, which was revived in 1960s by the Kathak 
dancer, Uma Sharma. 

Charkula is another folk dance of the state. The dance of Charkula involves a female dancer balancing 
a column of lighted deepaks over her head while dancing. One legend goes by that the mother of 
Radha, consort of Krishna, ran outside to deliver the news of her birth carrying Charkula or oil-lamps 
on her head. Since then this became a tradition to perform this dance on auspicious occasion but 
primarily on the third day after Holi, the day Radha was born. 

Mayur Dance- The weather is very pleasant as rumbling clouds overcast the sky. Nature reflects the 
delights of paradise onto the environs .with the peacocks dancing in ecstasy and birds singing 
passionately .lost in a reverie , Shri Radha steps out of her bhavan and gazes at this scenario. It’s a 
love bonding between Shree radha & Krishna , When radha was missing Krishna she set very sad 
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and decided to divert her mind and went to mayur kuti (peacock garden) to see them dancing 
whose feathers Krishna wears on his crown. 

4. Discuss how the failure of the Uprising of 1857 spurred the idea of India. (8 marks) 

Ans: The uprising of 1857 was the first large scale armed rebellion against British rule carried out by 

soldiers, feudal etc. in different parts of the country. The revolt started on 10th May,1857 from 

Meerut where soldiers rebelled against the British for using cartridge which were alleged to be 

greased with the fat of cows and pigs. The rebel soldiers then marched to Delhi and proclaimed 

Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar as emperor of India and appealed to all sections of population 

to participate in the revolt and over throw the foreign rule. Even though it is deemed to be not very 

successful, the failure of revolt did achieve significance in nurturing the idea of India for the first time 

due to following reasons: 

• As the revolt did not see a united participation from all sections of the society, the British were 

able to suppress the revolt. However, this failure to reckon India as one’s own country was realised by 

later day politicians as they helped in strengthening the idea of nationalism in minds of masses cutting 

across regions and classes. 

• The revolt was severely suppressed by British thus exposing the true nature of the British rule. This 

provided a need of selfrule among Indians, drawing masses and leaders from distant areas together 

during later movements. 

• The 1857 revolt was not a pan Indian revolt and was largely concentrated in central and north 

India, which became its biggest unmaking. This, however, gave future impetus to growth of a 

common national feeling among Indians leading to formations of organisations in different parts of 

country, binding its people as one against a common enemy, the British. It also offered British a sense 

of Indian disaffection and brewing discontent with its rule which can any day convert to a powerful 

force to reckon with. 

It even inspired the Non-cooperation and Khilafat movement and the birth of a secular India with its 

secular constitution, despite the ravages of communal tension and division of country at 

independence. 

The revolt of 1857, even though had limited success during its time due to various shortcomings, it 

did sow seeds of nationalism among masses giving birth to idea of one nation that nurtured future 

struggles and ultimately giving India her independence. 

5.  Explain how the Home Rule Movement was the Indian response to the First World 

War in a less charged but more effective way. (8 marks) 

Ans: At the outbreak of the First World War, Charles Hardinge, the Viceroy of India, declared that 

India also was at war, without consulting Indian political leaders. This enraged Indians and its leaders, 

however they didn’t want to launch any movement that would waste British efforts at war. 

To Besant, however, the war was the ideal opportunity for India to demonstrate its loyalty and 

support to the empire, and thus earn the right of self-government. It was thought that to assert the 

right of self-rule effectively, masses must be politicised and educated to bring them into the fold of 

active movement. 
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The main causes behind the formation of league were disillusion of people from Minto Morley 

reforms, wartime miseries caused by high taxation and a rise in prices and population enthusiasm to 

participate in movement against the British etc. 

Features that made Home Rule Movement less charged but effective: - 

• Arundale, through New India, advised members to promote political discussions, establish libraries 

containing material on national politics, organize classes for students on politics, print and circulate 

pamphlets, collect funds, organize social work, take part in local government activities, arrange 

political meetings and lectures, present arguments to friends in favour of Home Rule and urge them 

to join the movement. The movement brought the masses into action while other responses like 

Ghadar revolution, were largely dependent on individual heroic action or support of few sections of 

masses. 

• Home rule movement created an organisational link between the town and the country, which was 

to prove crucial in later years when the movement entered its mass phase in a true sense. 

• It created a generation of ardent nationalists and prepared the masses for politics of the Gandhian 

style while other actions promoted violence which failed to appeal to large section of masses. 

• At the instance of Annie Besant, libraries and reading rooms (library movement) were founded in 

the district headquarters. Organizations like YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) were pressed 

into social service. These brought more people into active movement later on during 

• The movement inspired the women’s participation in the freedom struggle and led way to the 

active role of women freedom fighters during later Non-cooperation, Civil disobedience and Quit 

India movement. 

As contrast to Home Rule movement, the revolutionary Ghadar movement launched in 1914, to 

overthrow British adopted violent means which became its biggest unmaking. It failed to make a dent 

due to severe repression by Britain, failed to involve masses and rested only on individual heroic 

action which couldn’t be sustained for long, lacked any organizational base (the home rule movement 

relied on its solid organizational base and branches in different areas) and the movement faltered out 

as soon as it began. 

Home rule movement proved to be less charged but more effective in subsequent years and provided 

required men and energy for the future freedom movement during Gandhian phase. 

6.  The Korean War made path for Soviet-American rivalry during the Cold War but also 

profoundly shaped the modern world. Discuss (8 marks) 

Ans: Korean peninsula is strategically located in East Asia with respect to its neighbours Russia, China 

and Japan. These states vied with each other for the control over the peninsula since time 

immemorial which resulted in the Japanese occupation of the peninsula in 1910.  

Following the Japanese defeat in the Second World War in 1945, the Korean peninsula was divided 

into two zones along the 38th parallel by the USA and Russia for the joint facilitation of Japanese 

surrender and withdrawal Russia in the north and the USA in the south.  

Though intended to be a temporary division until the conduct of free elections for the whole country, 

it resulted in the formation of the American backed, anti-Communist Republic of Korea in the south 

and the Soviet backed, communist Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in the north in 1948.The 
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Korean War began when North Korean troops pushed into South Korea on June 25, 1950, and it lasted 

until 1953. 

Impact of Korean war on world politics: 

The Korean war never really ended in the sense that the war ended in 1953 without a formal peace 

treaty making the two Koreas to remain in a technical state of war with profound implications on the 

present day world politics. 

• The USA fought along the side of South Korea against the North Korea, backed by Russia and China. 

Hence, the war pitted communist and capitalist forces backed by the Soviet and the US respectively 

against each other making it part of the Cold War rivalry. It resulted in formation of the alliances that 

exist today both in Asia as well as in Europe. These alliances form the base for present day world 

politics. 

• The war made the artificial division of the Korean peninsula permanent. South Korea transformed 

into an economic powerhouse while North moved towards the economic isolation by west and 

became military state with the fourth largest army in the world. Both states remained intensely 

suspicious of each other and heavily armed keeping the window open for the possibility of third world 

war in the future. 

• Since 1953 , Korean peninsula hosts over 20,000 American troops which was first global military 

presence of American forces. This started the trend of other countries hosting American troops in 

countries like Qatar, Japan, Italy and Germany.  

• The war led to the nuclearization of Korean peninsula. North Korea has been carrying out 

controversial nuclear and ballistic missile tests, keeping South Korea, Japan, USA (Hawaii) and China in 

their missile range This has not only impacted the south Asian region creating tensions among 

neighbours and other powers but is also threatening the world peace with possible nuclear war. 

Recently, North Korea and South Korea appear to move in a direction aimed at reducing tensions 

between them. To ease tensions, North Korea even sent athletes to the Pyeongchang Winter 

Olympics in South Korea which was followed by the historical summit between the leaders of the two 

Koreas. It is hoped that the recent summit between the heads of North Korea and U.S. and the 

subsequent deal between them goes a long way in reducing the tensions in the Korean peninsula 

which will impact the world in a positive way. 

7. “On the whole, the impact of the British economic policies on Indian economy was 

the development of underdevelopment”. Discuss. (8 marks) 

Colonial historians for a long time maintained that the economic policies in reality ushered India in 

modernization and industrial development. For them the so called „Drain of Wealth‟ was a shift in the 

resources from rural to the urban economy within India. 

However, in reality what the modernization that had taken place in India actually served the interests 

of the British. The development of modern industries like plantation, railways, jute, banking, steel and 

cement benefited the colonial economy. 

Similarly the growth of communication systems, roadways, railways, posts and telegraphs resulted in 

tapping the resources of remote parts of the country. 
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The rural societies were in fact brought into the mainstream of development and in turn experienced 

only negative effects like losing their closed and self-sufficient nature in the process ruining the 

industries especially handicrafts and so on. 

Thus it appears that development took place on the periphery but in reality it was development 

resulting in underdevelopment. 

8. Why Vandemataram movement decided the course and consequences of the freedom 

struggle. Analyze. (8 marks) 

Ans. Vandemataram movement affected the freedom struggle in both positive and negative ways. 

The slogans of the movement Swadeshi, Swaraj and total boycott continued to inspire the struggle 

and became part of Gandhian technique of mass mobilization. With the movement, Congress 

emerged as a political party capable of organizing nationalist movements.  

It made a clear departure in its goal from „Self Governance‟ to „Swaraj‟. Further, the ideas 

„swadeshi‟ and „total boycott‟ served as incentives for the capitalist classes to join the struggle. 

The negative effects did have their bearing on the course and consequences. The movement 

experienced moderate communalism with the formation of All India Muslim League. 

Secondly, the separate communal electorates provided under Minto Morley reforms were the 

outcome of the movement and became the basis for Muslim League to demand for a separate state 

of Pakistan. Thus the first nationalist movement influenced the course and consequences of the 

freedom struggle. 

9. Gandhi remained as Mass/People’s Leader, despite suspension of the mass 

movements like Non-cooperation movement. Comment (8 marks) 

Ans. In the three major movements under the Gandhian leadership masses were given a significant 

place though Gandhi suspended the non-cooperation movement and the remaining movements 

disappointing the masses they continued to remain with Gandhi. 

The reasons for Gandhian hold over the masses where he was the first Congress leader to organize 

the working class movements at Champaran, Kheda and Ahmedabad in 1916 and 1917. With these 

movements he emerged as the messiah of the working classes. 

He made it a deliberate policy to highlight the problems of the working classes in all his movements. 

His no tax campaigns had a spontaneous appeal among the peasantry. His Swadeshi programme 

under the call for total boycott of the British goods meant for giving a boost to the native industry. 

Even in his economic ideas, he provided enough securities for the interests of the workers with his 

concept of trusteeship. 

10. Give a brief history of Uttar Pradesh till Gupta Period (8 marks) 

Ans: Pre-Historic Age timeline: 

Proofs of copper-stone age in Uttar Pradesh have been found at Meerut and Saharanpur. Evidence of 

Paleolithic civilization in Uttar Pradesh has been found the Belan Valley in Allahabad, Singrauli Valley 

of Sonbhadra and Chakia of Chandauli. The potholes of the Belan river valley were explored and 

excavated under the direction of Allahabad University Professor R. Sharma. 



 
Mock Paper#1_UPPSC Mains Test Series 2021_Model Answers 

 

For any query, please WhatsApp/call us @ 7390023092 

Remains of Humans belonging to the medieval stone age have been obtained from Pratapgarh's 

Sarinahar Rai and Mahadeha. Based on the latest excavation, the oldest agricultural evidence in the 

Indian subcontinent is Lahuradev located in the city of Saint Kabir Nagar in Uttar Pradesh. From here 

evidence of, Rice belonging to 8000 BC-9000BC, has been discovered. 

The tools and weapons of Neolithic have been found in excavation by Sarai Nahar Rai (Pratapgarh), 

Mirjapur, Sonbhadra, Bundelkhand.  

Proto-Historic Age & Vedic timeline: 

Remains of Harrapp civilisation have been discovered from Alamgirpur. It also reveals the eastward 

extension of the Harappan civilization. Evidence of cotton cultivation has also been obtained from 

here. 

Kashi's first mention is found in Atharva Veda. According to the Mahabharata, this city was founded 

by Divodas. The capital city of Kashi Mahajanapati was Varanasi. 

Jainism, Buddhism & Mahajanapadas  

In Kushinagar, Gautam Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana in 483 BC. Most of the life of Gautam 

Buddha was spent in Uttar Pradesh. Therefore Uttar Pradesh is called the Cradle of Buddhism. 

Gautam Buddha had spent most of the rainy seasons in the Kosala state. The ancient name of 

Ayodhya was Ayazsa (अयाज्सा).  

According to Buddhist tradition, Ashoka built a stupa in Ayodhya. 

According to Jain texts, the birthplace of five Tirthankara including Adinath was Ayodhya. 

8 Mahajanapadas of 16 were in Madhya Desh (Modern UP). They were Kuru, Panchal, Kashi, Koshal, 

Shurasen, Chedi, Vats and Malla. Evidence of the attack of the Hunas on Kushinagar has also been 

discovered. 

Famous Dynasties 

Repeated conflicts between Gujjar-Pratiharas, Palas and Rashtrakutas ensued for occupation 

Kannauj's. For a Long period, Kannauj was ruled by Gujjars-Pratahars.  In 1018-1019, Mahmud 

Ghajnavi invaded Kannauj. Prayag pillar mentions donation made by Ashok's Queen Karaowaki. It has 

also been called 'Queen's Record'. 

Two rock inscription of Kumargupta I and one of Skand Gupta have been found at Garhwa 

(Allahabad). Bhitari Column inscription of (Ghazipur) describes a war between Pushyamitran and the 

war of Skanda Gupta.. 

SECTION B 

1. Trace the evolution of temple architecture in India during Gupta period. Also, discuss 

in detail therock-cut temple architecture during the period. (12 marks) 

Gupta Period is called the “golden age of India” or the “classical age of India” partially due to the 

unprecedented activities and development in the arts, architecture, sculpture, painting and literature. 

During Gupta era, the rock cut architecture reached its zenith and this era marked the beginning of 

the free-standing temple architecture. 
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Evolution: 

• During the Gupta period, a firm foundation of temple architecture was laid when the basic elements 

of the Indian temple consisting of a square sanctum and pillared porch emerged. 

• The evolved Gupta temple also had a covered processional path for circumambulation (Pradakshana 

Path) that formed a part of the worship-ritual. 

• Earlier temples of the period had a monolithic flat slab roof. Later, temples in brick and stone 

developed a Shikhara. 

• Later new decorative motifs like goblins, couples, flying angels, door-keepers and a figure relief in 

the center of the lintel emblematic of the deity consecrated in the temple was introduced. 

• Sculptures of deities, their consorts, celestial beings, couples, directional deities, composite animals 

and decorative motifs formed the mass of images that adorned the walls of the temples and their 

interiors. 

• The deities consecrated in the sanctum were carved strictly according to religious canons and 

installed by performing a special consecration ceremony. 

• Another group of non-religious figures is the apsaras or devanganas (celestial women) andvyalas 

(composite animals). 

Rock Cut Temple Architecture in India during Gupta Period: 

The cave architecture also attained a great degree of refinement during the Gupta period. The Chaitya 

and Vihara caves at Ajanta and the Ellora caves are the best specimens of created during the time. 

Important sites of rockcut temples of the Gupta period 

Ajanta Caves: 

• There are two cave designs at Ajanta called Chaitya Grihas and Viharas. 

• Chaitya Grihas were hall of worship- large, rectangular chambers separated by rows of pillars into a 

central nave, surrounded by aisles on three sides, for circumbulation during prayer, with a sanctuary 

opposite the entrance 

• Viharas or monasteries were rectangular shaped halls with a series of small cells attached on two 

sides. 

Ellora Caves: 

• The contemporary Viharas or monasteries at Ellora are the fine examples of Buddhist rockcut 

architecture and are in direct line with Ajanta. 

• The Buddhists created twelve rockcut halls for their creed at Ellora. This series is divided into two 

sub groups: Cave nos. I-V are known as ‘Dhedwada group’. Each sub-group has a prayer hall and its 

attached monasteries. The latter group of monasteries nos. VI-XII are notable for their size and 

extent. 

Udayagiri Caves: 
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• Extensively carved and revamped under Chandragupta II. 

• Its most famous sculpture is the monumental figure of Vishnu in his incarnation as the boarheaded 

Varaha. 

2. Write short-note on the following topics: (12 marks) 

(a) Kalamkari art- Kalamkari is an ancient style of hand painting done on cotton or silk fabric with a 

tamarind pen, using natural dyes. This art involves 23 tedious steps of dyeing, bleaching, hand 

painting, block printing, starching, cleaning and more. 

• Mughals promoted this art in the Golconda and Coromandel province where skillful craftsmen 

(known as Qualamkars) used to practice this art. 

• Motifs drawn in Kalamkari spans from flowers, peacock, paisleys to divine characters of Hindu epics 

like Mahabharata and Ramayana. 

• This art is now primarily done to create Kalamkari sarees. Andhra Pradesh is popular for the same. 

• There are two identifiable styles of Kalamkari art in India: 

– Srikalahasti: It draws inspiration from the Hindu mythology describing scenes from the epics and 

folklore. This style holds a strong religious connect because of its origin in the temples. 

– Machilipatnam: In this style, motifs are essentially printed with hand-carved traditional blocks with 

intricate detailing painted by hands. 

(b) Pahari art 

• Pahari painting is the name given to Rajput paintings, made in Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir. 

• These paintings developed and flourished during the period of 17th to 19th century. It has been 

done mostly in miniature forms. 

• It can be divided into two distinct categories, on the basis of their geographical range, namely: 

– Basohli: Its main features are use of strong and contrasting colors, monochrome background, large 

eyes, bold drawing, use of beetles’ wings for showing diamonds in ornaments, narrow sky and red 

border. 

– Kulu: It flourished as a folk style of painting in the Kulu-Mandi area, mainly inspired by the local 

tradition. The style is marked by bold drawing and the use of dark and dull colors. 

– Guler: Guler has the longest tradition in the art of painting and is also known as birthplace of Kangra 

paintings. It is marked by liquid grace and delicacy. The drawing is delicate and precise. Subject matter 

of these miniature paintings are Bhagavata, the Gita Govinda, the Bihari Satasai, the Baramasa and 

the Ragamala. 

– Kangra: The Kangra style possesses the main characteristics of the Guler style, like the delicacy of 

drawing and quality of naturalism. Kangra Paintings depict verdant greenery. Naturalistic style is 

followed and a great attention is paid to detailing. 
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3. While before 1920 peasant revolts emerged from the peasants themselves but after 

1920 peasant revolts tended to come under the guidance of regional, national or 

urban-based political movement. Discuss. (12 marks) 

Ans: The Indian agriculture saw its worst phase during the colonial rule due to various factors like 

colonial economic policies that enabled privatisation of land, the new land revenue system that 

brought intermediaries like zamindars and increased tax burden on peasant, the colonial 

administrative and judicial systems that worked against the interests of peasantry, and the ruin of 

handicraft leading to the overcrowding of land, transformed the agrarian structure and impoverished 

the peasantry. In the vast zamindari areas, the peasants were left to the tender mercies of the 

zamindars who rackrented them and compelled them to pay the illegal dues and perform begar. 

When the peasants could take it no longer, they resisted against the oppression and exploitation; in 

various phases and ways. 

Peasant Revolts before 1920s: 

1. Indigo Revolt of 1859-60: The planters forced the peasants to take a meagre amount as advance 

and enter into fraudulent contracts (Tinakathiya System). This burdened them economically and 

peasants were not able to meet the basic agricultural and household requirements, trapping them in 

endless cycle of poverty and desperation. This led to the first peasant revolt, springing from the dire 

situation, from Peasants themselves when they asserted their right not to grow indigo under duress 

and resisted the physical pressure of the planters. 

2. Large parts of East Bengal were engulfed by agrarian unrest during the 1870s and early 1880s 

because of the zamindars efforts at enhancing rents beyond legal limits In May 1873, an agrarian 

league was formed in Pabna district to resist the demands of the zamindars. The league organized 

mass meetings of peasants. Large crowds of peasants organised themselves and marched through 

villages, appealing to other peasants to join them. So, here again the nature and origin of Revolt was 

Peasant Centric. 

Reasons for change of nature of Peasant Revolts after 1920s are : 

1. Regional Politics: 

a. The U.P. Kisan Sabha was set up in February 1918 and it demonstrated considerable activity. By 

June 1919, it had established at least 450 branches in 173 tehsils of the province. 

b. Mappila resistance to landlord oppression erupted in 1921 was on a different scale. The impetus 

for resistance had first come from the Malabar District Congress Conference. 

c. The notax movement that was launched in Bardoli taluka of Surat district in Gujarat in 1928 was 

also in many ways a child of the Noncooperation days. 

2. National or Urban-based Politics: - 

a. Return of Gandhiji from South Africa and his prominent role in the Champaran and Kheda involved 

Peasants and he led these struggles for the cause of the Peasants. 

b. Growing popularity of the Khilafatcumtenant agitation, which had received considerable impetus 

from the visits of Gandhiji, Shaukat Ali, and Maulana Azad. 
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c. The peasant movements in U.P. and Malabar were thus closely linked with the politics at the 

national level. In UP, the impetus had come from the Home Rule Leagues and, later, from the 

NonCooperation and Khilafat movement. It was difficult to distinguish between a Non-cooperation 

meeting and a peasant rally.  

d. The Civil Disobedience Movement contributed to the emerging peasant movement in another very 

important way; a whole new generation of young militant, political cadres was born from its womb. 

With the decline of the Civil Disobedience Movement, these men and women began to search for an 

outlet of their political energies and many of them found the answer in organizing the peasants. 

e. Also, in 1934, with the formation of the Congress Socialist Party (CSP), the process of the 

consolidation of the Left forces received a significant push forward. This culminated into the 

establishment of the AllIndia Kisan Congress in Lucknow in April 1936 which later changed its name 

to the AllIndia Kisan Sabha. 

Peasant Revolts after 1920s became more closely associated with the national freedom movement as 

the prime cause of their exploitation was the oppression by the colonial rule. So, to counter the 

common evil, Peasants aligned themselves with the vision of national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, 

Vallabhai Patel and also with many organisations and parties like Congress, Khilafat movement, Kisan 

Sabhas. 

It was able to bring their cause into the alignment with the Freedom Struggle and helped them in 

providing a more clear and robust way to fight for their rights by politicizing and organising them and 

demanding their rights through legal and peaceful means. 

4. Compare and contrast the role of Moderates and Extremists in context of the Indian 

National Movement. (12 marks) 

Both Moderates and Extremists played their part in the Nationalist Movement and their contributions 

complemented each other. Moderates gained significance just after the formation of the Congress in 

1885 and their relevance was witnessed till the Swaraj Movement. Swaraj Movement saw the decline 

of Moderates and relevance of Extremists grew from there on. 

Perception of Moderates: 

• Moderates believed that strong political connections with Britain will be in India’s social, political 

and cultural interests. 

• Most of the moderate leaders were inspired by the ideas of western philosophers like John Stuart 

Mill, Edmund Burke, and Jeremy Bentham. Moderates imbibed western ideas of liberalism, 

democracy, equity, and freedom. 

• Moderate leaders had faith in the British sense of justice and fair play. 

• They believed in the constitutional means of 3Ps – prayer, petition and protest  to redress their 

grievances. 

Perception of Extremists 

• Extremist disliked British rule and felt that it is responsible for the backwardness and poverty of the 

Indian people. 

• Extremists believed in Atmashakti or selfreliance as a weapon against domination of Britishers. 
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• Extremist were radical in their approach and demands of extremists were also aggressive like they 

aimed at nothing short of swaraj as it existed in the United Kingdom and its selfgoverning colonies. 

• They were ready to go beyond constitutional means and use other methods like non-cooperation 

and passive resistance to achieve their goals. 

Comparison of their Roles in India’s Freedom Struggle 

Role of Moderates 

a. Demands of Moderate leaders included revenue reduction, expenditure reduction, favourable 

exchange rates for Indian currency, representation on democratic lines in Indian legislative Council 

and Judiciary; demand for civil rights such as freedom of speech freedom of press. 

b. A strong point made by the nationalists during this phase was about the economic drain of India. 

Dadabhai described the British rule as ‘an everlasting and every day increasing foreign invasion’ that 

was gradually destroying the country. 

c. They lacked faith in the common people, did not work among them and consequently failed to 

acquire any roots among them. Even their propaganda did not reach them. 

Role of the Extremists :- 

a. Tilak resented any interference by an alien government into the domestic and private life of the 

people. He quarrelled with the reformers over the Age of Consent Bill in 1891. He introduced the 

Ganpati festival in 1893. Aurobindo published ‘New Lamps for Old’ describing moderates’ methods as 

political mendicancy. 

b. Bengal partition gave the extremists a wider stage to attract millions to play their role. They utilized 

the Vande Mataram movement as the beginning of the movement. The extremists advocated Boycott 

of Foreign goods, use of Swadeshi goods, national education and passive resistance. Economic 

boycott of British made goods and the use of homemade or Swadeshi goods aimed at providing 

opportunities for work and employment. 

c. The extremists emphasized the national scheme of education boycotting the Government 

controlled universities and colleges all over the country. Government threatened to take stern action 

against such boycotts. The extremists advocated for the establishment of National Universities 

independent of Government control. The Bengal National College was established by the Bengal 

Council of National Education. 

Even though moderates and extremists differed in their methodologies and ideas, and perception 

regarding British rule, their ultimate aim eventually merged to become one, that is, independence of 

India. Hence, both the strands, except for the Surat split, never worked against each other, rather 

helped each other in achieving their common goal, since their coming together in 1916 Lucknow 

session. 

5. “French Revolution rich in ideas poor in leadership”. Discuss. (12 marks) 

Ans. The French Revolution was rich in ideas as it was influenced by the enlightened thinkers, 

Montesquieu, Rousseau & Voltaire. The noble ideas of the Americans revolution, no taxation without 

representation, declaration of rights of man and citizen did make their ways in to the ideology of the 

Revolution. The slogans Liberty, Equality & fraternity became the guiding principles. 
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However, when it comes to the realization part of the rich ideas the leadership was definitely not 

upto the expectations. They went against to the very ideas the revolution envisaged. The National 

Assembly went against the idea equality dividing the citizens into active and passive.  

No equal rights for women provided. In the name of revolution the leaders Robesperre, Dantan 

actually perpetrated Reign of Terror. Napoleon who called himself the chills of the Revolution openly 

admitted that what the French wanted was equality but not liberty. He restored monarchy the 

institution the Revolution fought against. In the name of spreading the revolutionary ideas, he 

supressed different nationalities. 

However, one shall not overlook the positive side of the Revolution. It did end the age old ancient 

regime and its props like feudalism. It gave a written constitution with civil rights & liberties. It 

abolished slavery in all the French colonies etc. it made a definite beginning though not perfect for a 

progressive European order. 

6. Role of women in freedom struggle was one of the most important segments. 

Elaborate. (12 marks)  

Hundreds and thousands of women of India had participated in the freedom movement with courage. 

The entire history of the freedom movement is replete with the saga of bravery, sacrifice and political 

sagacity of women. Some of the important personalities are Lakshmi Bai, Sarojini Naidu, Aruna Asaf 

Ali, Bhikaji cama, etc. 

Role of Women- 

Social and Women Mobilization: Aruna Asaf Ali was the leading figure of Quit India movement and 

edited journal ‘inqilab’ for mobilization. 

Raising voice of freedom at International level: 

 Bhikaji Kama organized free India Society in UK and called as Mother India’s first cultural 

representative of USA. 

 Vijay Laxmi Pandit raised Indian voice at San Francisco UN meeting. 

 Sarojini Naidu participated in round table conference along with Gandhi and Nehru 

Political: 

 Annie Besant and Sarojini Naidu became women Presidents of INC. 

 Non-cooperation movement witnesses unprecedented women activism, especially of the 

educated and middle classes. 

 Women like Kamala Nehru and Kasturba Gandhi guided the quit India movement when all major 

leaders were behind the bars. 

Social: 

 In Bengal, the Brahmo Samaj movement made rapid progress, arousing a new desire among 

women for freedom. 

 A few women overcame their social handicaps and achieved positions of distinction. They 

included Toru Dutta, Arabia, Swarana Kumari Devi and Kamini Roy. 

 This participation of women in the national struggle loosened the social bondage in which they 

were held. 



 
Mock Paper#1_UPPSC Mains Test Series 2021_Model Answers 

 

For any query, please WhatsApp/call us @ 7390023092 

 Their equal participation with men in the struggle led to the breakdown of traditional 

conceptions and brought about a profound change in the attitude of women. 

Concerns: 

These attempts notwithstanding, women did not get the benefit of Western education. Despite 

mobilization, the role of women was mostly confined to support activities and seldom in leadership 

roles, which was more of a reflective of society that was India, as women in general also performed 

support work mostly. Thus, most women were comfortable only in women’s gatherings and 

proceedings. It won’t be correct to blame the leadership for this lacuna. 

Infact, Mahatma Gandhi strongly supported social reform for the women like declaring child marriage 

as a social evil and the purdah culture so that women can come united for freedom struggle.  In 1930 

when Mahatma Gandhi chose Sarojini Naidu to lead the Salt Satyagraha the stories of her courage 

became legion. 

7. Morley-Minto Reform were crucial in establishing parliamentary democracy in India 

and, thereby, in beginning the process of decolonization. Elaborate. (12 marks) 

The Morley Minto Reforms were introduced by the British Government in 1909 under Lord Morley 

(Secretary of State) and Lord Minto (Viceroy of India) as a response of Swadeshi Movement in 1905. 

 These reforms were crucial in establishing the Parliamentary democracy in India and thus 

starting the process of decolonization as- 

 It considerably increased the size of legislative councils, both Central (from 16 to 60) and 

provincial. 

 It provided for the association of Indians with the executive Councils of Viceroy and Governor. 

E.g.- Satyendra Prasad became the law member in Viceroy’s Executive Council. 

 It enlarged the deliberative functions of legislative councils. The members could ask 

supplementary questions, discuss and move resolutions on budget, etc. 

 It allowed the provincial legislative councils to have non- official majority. 

 It provided for the separate representation of presidency corporations, chambers of commerce, 

universities and zamindars. Thus, there was an increase in representation of Indians. 

 Elected non- officials to be elected indirectly. Thus, elections introduced for the first time. 

 The introduction of the electoral principle laid the groundwork for a parliamentary system. 

However, they failed to give the required autonomy to Indians as the official majority in Central 

legislative councils was still maintained. Moreover, they started the communalism of Indian national 

struggle by giving separate electorate to Muslims culminating into the partition of India. Overall it 

brought about a little increase in the involvement of Indians in governance of British India. 

8. The planning model adopted by India, was not about choice, but necessity. Examine in 

context of conditions in Indian economy on eve of independence? (12 marks) 

India went for a mixed economy model after independence in which both state and private sectors 

would steer the economy towards development. The Planning Commission was set up in 1951 to 

judiciously use the resources of the country. 

India went for this model out of necessity as under- 
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 The foreign rule had exploited the economy for nearly two centuries plundering its wealth and 

deprived it of the industrial revolution. The share of India in world economy was mere 4.2% in 

1950. 

 There was extreme poverty, illiteracy, ruined agriculture and industry. 

 There was deficiency of good entrepreneurs who could use the natural resource endowment of 

India for economic development. 

 The private sector lacked the necessary resources and the proper mindset to bring about rapid 

economic growth. 

 Inspired by the Russian Revolution and Lenin, we went for planning as a state instrument. 

Resources were to be allocated both at the Centre and in the States according to the plan 

priorities decided in a five-year plan to be set by the Planning Commission. 

 The national freedom struggle and the ideals propagated by the leaders like J L Nehru, Sardar 

Patel, Gandhiji, Ambedkar also supported this model. M G Ranade, Dadabhai Naoroji etc had 

also supported state’s role in economic development. 

 At the time of independence, there were only some consumer industries available. We neither 

had technology nor expertise for heavy industries which had to be imported. Only state could 

finance that. 

 It was critical of capitalism and more inclined towards socialism. However, owing to the Non- 

Alignment Movement, it could not get any funding from the two blocks (USA and former USSR) 

 Being short of funds, it went for self-reliance as a motto. Thus, came import- substitution 

doctrine in which our aim was to restrict the imports. 

However, India also had certain advantages as compared to other similarly-placed nations- 

 The capitalist class had taken roots in India during 1914-1947. We had various business classes 

like Tatas, Birlas, Dalmias etc. which had acquired dominance over the financial sphere like 

banking, life- insurance, etc. 

 India had broad consensus on the nature and path of development to be followed after 

independence. E.g.- self- reliance, rapid industrialization, prevention of foreign capital 

dominance, abolition of zamindari, support to cooperatives etc. were agreed by all. 

Thus, the planning model adopted by India was a result of the circumstances present and the wisdom 

of our national leaders to steer the economy on the path of rapid socio- economic development. 

9. Identify the major institutions that were established in India post-independence, in 

field of arts and culture, and education and science. Also elaborate on their major 

functions? (12 marks) 

Art and Culture play an important part in fostering national unity. There were various institutions that 

were established in India after independence giving national identity like- 

 Lalit Kala Academy- It is an autonomous organization, established in New Delhi in 1954 by 

Government of India to promote and propagate understanding of Indian art, in and outside the 

country. It provides scholarships, organizes national exhibitions, conducts research and 

documentation of Indian heritage. The National Art Award is one of the awards and honours in 

India and Asia awarded by Lalit Kala Academy. 

 Sangeet Natak Academy- It is a pioneer in creation of modern India that led politically to India’s 

freedom in 1947.It has worked towards building up a unified structure of support for the 

practice of music, dance and drama in India encompassing traditional and modern forms and 

urban as well as rural environments. It fosters cultural contacts nationally and internationally. 
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 Sahitya Academy- It is an organization dedicated to the promotion of literature in the languages 

of India. It was founded on 12 March 1954. It organizes national and regional workshops and 

seminars; provides research and travel grants to authors; publishes books and journals, including 

the Encyclopedia of Indian Literature; and presents the annual Sahitya Akademi Award. 

 National School of Drama- Its objective is to train students in all aspects of theatre, history, 

production, costume, lighting, etc. Repertory company is its performance wing. It also organizes 

Bharat Rang Mahotsav annually i.e. a National Theatre Festival. 

 Centre of Cultural Resources and Training- It works in the field of linking education with culture 

and making students aware of the importance of culture in the development process. 

 Archaeological Survey of India- Its major activity is to maintain and preserve Centrally protected 

monuments, sites and remains. 

Similarly, a nation’s development is secured by the development in science and education. In India, 

we have various institutions like 

 Council of Scientific and Industrial Research- Established in 1942, it has emerged as the largest 

research and development organization in India. The research and development activities of 

CSIR include aerospace engineering, structural engineering, ocean sciences, life sciences, 

metallurgy, chemicals, mining, food, petroleum, leather, etc. 

 Indian Space Research Organization- It is the space agency of the Government of India 

headquartered in the city of Bengaluru. Its vision is to “harness space technology for national 

development while pursuing space science research and planetary exploration.” 

 

10. Give a detailed account of Crafts of Uttar Pradesh. (12 marks) 

One of the important crafts of Uttar Pradesh is Chikankari, which entails delicate and traditional hand 

embroidery. This form of handicrafts is mainly practiced in Lucknow. It is done on fabrics like chiffon, 

muslin, organza, organdie and silk. Chikan saris and Kurtas which are the perfect summer wear. 

Zardozi embroidery is another unique art where the embroidery is done in three dimensions. Zari 

works of Varanasi are famous around the world. 

Pottery and exquisite metal ware products are also created on a large scale in Uttar Pradesh. 

Carpet weaving is also an important cultural expression of Uttar Pradesh. The state caters to 90 

percent of the country's carpets. The carpet weaving centers primarily located in the state are around 

Mirzapur, Khamaria and Bhadohi. 

Metal Ware 

Uttar Pradesh is the largest Brass and Copper producing state in India. In domestic-ware each of the 

'lotas' (small water-pots) is known by the name of its origin, like Etawah, Banaras, Sitapur, etc. The 

ritual articles are largely in copper. Moradabad in U P is famous for its art metalwork and known for 

its coloured enamelling and intricate engravings. 

Pottery 

Glazed pottery with white background and blue and green patterns is developed in Khurja, Chunar 

and Rampur in Uttar Pradesh. UP produces some of the finest Chunar black clay pottery. This is inlaid 

with silver paint in intricate designs. The art that is practiced in Nizamabad, has high gloss and lustre 
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derived from a powder called kabiz made from the mud of rice fields. Khurja is also well known for its 

cheap and tough tableware. 

Terracotta 

Gorakhpur has villages where clay figures of animals are created and is famous for its ornately 

decorated terracotta horse too. The potter creates the basic form by placing separate pieces of mud 

on the wheel and then carving them. 

Jewellery 

Lucknow is well known for its jewellery and enamel work. Exquisite silverware with patterns of 

hunting scenes, snakes and roses are very popular. The Bidri and Zarbuland silver works of Lucknow 

have fine embroidery on excellent pieces of huqqa farshi, jewel boxes, trays, bowls, cufflinks, 

cigarette holders, etc. Renowned ivory and bone carvings with motifs of flowers, leaves, creepers, 

trees, birds and animals are widely produced in Lucknow. The master craftsmen create intricate items 

like knives, lampshades, shirt pins and small toys. 

Perfume 

'Attars' or perfumes are also produced in Lucknow since 19th century. The Lucknow perfumers 

experimented and succeeded in making attar with delicate and lasting fragrances those are made 

from various aromatic herbs, spices, sandal oil, musk, essence of flowers, and leaves. The famous 

Lucknow fragrances used in perfumes are khus, keora, chameli, zafran and agar. 

 

 


