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INSTRUCTIONS 

1. IMMEDITELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION, YOU SHOULD 

CHECK THAT THIS TEST BOOKLET DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNPRINTED OR TORN OR MISSING PAGES OR 

ITEMS, ETC. IF SO, GET IT REPLACED BY A COMPLETE TEST BOOKLET. 

2. You have to enter your Roll Number on the Test 

Booklet in the Box provided alongside. DO NOT 

Write anything else on the Test Booklet. 

4. This Test Booklet contains 100 items (questions). Each item is printed only in English. Each item 

comprises four responses (answers). You will select the response which you want to mark on the 

Answer Sheet. In case you feel that there is more than one correct response, mark the response 

which you consider the best. In any case, choose ONLY ONE response for each item. 

5. You have to mark all your responses ONLY on the separate Answer Sheet provided. See directions 

in the Answer Sheet. 

6. All items carry equal marks. 

7. Before you proceed to mark in the Answer Sheet the response to various items in the Test 

Booklet, you have to fill in some particulars in the Answer Sheet as per instructions sent to you with 

your Admission Certificate. 

8. After you have completed filling in all your responses on the Answer Sheet and the examination 

has concluded, you should hand over to the Invigilator only the Answer Sheet. You are permitted to 

take away with you the Test Booklet. 

9. Sheets for rough work are appended in the Test Booklet at the end. 

10. Penalty for wrong answers: 

THERE WILL BE PENALTY FOR WRONG ANSWERS MARKED BY A CANDIDATE IN THE OBJECTIVE TYPE 

QUESTION PAPERS. 

(i) There are four alternatives for the answer to every question. For each question for which a wrong 

answer has been given by the candidate, one-third of the marks assigned to that question will be 

deducted as penalty. 

(ii) If a candidate gives more than one answer, it will be treated as a wrong answer even if one of the 

given answers happens to be correct and there will be same penalty as above to that question. 

(iii) If a question is left blank, i.e., no answer is given by the candidate, there will be no penalty for 

that question. 
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1. The ‘Bond Connect Programme’ which was in news recently is associated with? 
A. European Union 
B. China 
C. QUAD 
D. ASEAN 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Bond Connect Co is a joint venture between the China Foreign 
Exchange Trade System (CFETS) and Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Ltd. 
Global investors made record inflows into China via Bond Connect in July 2020. 
 
2. Housing prices index, sometimes seen in news is released by  
A. Niti Ayog  
B. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs  
C. Reserve Bank of India  
D. Real Estate Regulatory Authority 
Ans. C 
Explanation: All-India housing prices index rose by 3.9 per cent during the fourth 
quarter of 2019-20 compared to the year ago period, but contracted 0.2 per cent 
compared to the previous quarter. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released its 
quarterly house price index (HPI) for the fourth quarter of 2019-20. The HPI is 
calculated on base year 2010-11. The index is based on transaction level data 
received from housing registration authorities in ten major cities (viz., Ahmedabad, 
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, Jaipur, Kanpur, Kochi, Kolkata, Lucknow and Mumbai). 
 
3. ‘Seethakali’ is a centuries-old folk-art form from which of the following states? 
A. Manipur 
B. Kerala 
C. West Bengal 
D. Nagaland 
Ans. B 
Explanation: The unique and flamboyant Seethakali is a centuries-old folk art form 
that is believed to have originated at Perinad in Kollam district. This art form was first 
performed some 150 years back by the people of Vedar and Pulayar communities. 
Seethakali is based on certain episodes taken from the Indian epic Ramayana. 
‘Seethakali’ (roughly translated to Sita’s play), a dance drama, which narrated the 
story of the Ramayana through Sita’s perspective. 
 
4. ‘Beautiful Cyana’, ‘Lesser Golden Emperor’, ‘Iridescent Emerald’ which were in 
news recently refers to? 
A. Passerines 
B. Moths 
C. Night frogs 
D. Water Snakes 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Oak Emerald is an elusive moth, which is confined to the prime altitude 
Oak forests of the Northeast. Cyana moth has white frame amplified by means of a 
dash of pink, yellow and brown-coloured patterns. The Lesser Golden Emperor is a 
burst of yellow and red colors all over the place. Pictures of these moths were posted 
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by naturalist Yuvan Aves on Instagram, as a part of Nationwide Moth week which is 
noticed within the remaining week of July, and celebrates the wonderful thing about 
moths. These are probably the most atypical moths which can be endemic to the 
Northeast. Yuvan, an lively member of Madras Naturalists Society had photographed 
these moths within the forests of Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Assam and West 
Bengal. 
 
5. The term "Call for action" and "Other monitored jurisdictions" is primarily 
associated with? 
A. ASEAN 
B. BRICS 
C. FATF 
D. WTO 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Since 2000, FATF has maintained the FATF blacklist (formally called 
the "Call for action") and the FATF greylist (formally called the "Other monitored 
jurisdictions"). 
 
6. ‘National Transit Pass System’ was launched recently. It is primarily associated 
with? 
A. Essential Commodities Act 
B. Wildlife Trade 
C. Forest Produce 
D. Inland Waterways 
Ans. C 
Explanation: National Transit Pass System is an online system for issuing transit 
permits for timber, bamboo and other forest produce. It is launched by Union Ministry 
of Environment Forest& Climate Change. 
 
7. In the context of which one of the following are the terms ‘pyrolysis’, ‘thermal 
depolymerisation’ and ‘plasma arc gasification’ mentioned? 
A. Waste-to-energy technologies 
B. Extraction of rare earth elements 
C. Natural gas extraction technologies 
D. Hydrogen fuel-based automobiles 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Global Waste to Energy Market (2020 to 2027) - Opportunity Analysis 
and Industry Forecast was released in Septembet 2020. 
Thermal Waste to Energy Technologies 
Gasification: produces combustible gas, hydrogen, synthetic fuels 
Thermal depolymerization: produces synthetic crude oil, which can be further refined 
Pyrolysis: produces combustible tar/biooil and chars 
Plasma arc gasification or plasma gasification process (PGP): produces rich syngas 
including hydrogen and carbon monoxide usable for fuel cells or generating 
electricity to drive the plasma arch, usable vitrified silicate and metal ingots, salt and 
Sulphur. 
 
8. ‘Korvai’ and ‘Sugundi’ is associated with which if the following states? 
A. Tamil Nadu 
B. Odisha 
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C. Tripura 
D. Assam 
Ans. A 
Explanation: An ancient weaving technique, korvai is labour-intensive and requires 
two weavers to handle the shuttles at the loom. The hallmark of a Kanchipuram sari, 
Korvai is a design which connects the heavier ply of zari borders to the body of the 
saree. Madurai Sungudi is a cotton fabric of Madurai in the Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu, which is an exclusive textile product traditionally produced using tie and dye 
(using natural dyes) method by the Saurashtrians who migrated to Madurai under 
the patronage of King Thirumalai Naicker in the 17th century. The product has been 
given protection under the GI registration act. 
 
9. ‘Sonneratia Alba’ which was in news recently. It is a species of? 
A. Mangroves 
B. Water Hyacinth 
C. Succulents 
D. Thorny Shrubs 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Sonneratia alba is also known as white chippi or sweet-scented apple 
mangrove. It is an evergreen mangrove species found along Maharashtra’s 
coastline. It is to be declared as state mangrove tree of Maharashtra. Distribution of 
this mangrove species is confined to the west coast and some parts of Orissa. 
 
10. ‘Indian Society of Oriental Art’ was founded by? 
A. Rabindranath Tagore 
B. Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
C. Swami Vivekananda 
D. Abindranath Tagore 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Recently, National Gallery of Modern Art has decided organise the 
virtual tour titled “The Great Maestro: Abanindranath Tagore” to commemorate 
his 150th Birth Anniversary on 7th August 2020.  Abanindranath Tagore was the 
principal artist and creator of the "Indian Society of Oriental Art". His brother 
Gaganendranath Tagore also helped him with this. 
 
11. Amid US – China tentions, the term ‘Dangerous Ground’ is associated with which 
of the following regions? 
A. Gulf of Aden 
B. South China Sea 
C. Gulf of Aqaba 
D. Black Sea 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Dangerous Ground is a large area in the southeast part of the South 
China Sea  characterized by many low islands and cays, sunken reefs, and atolls 
awash, with reefs often rising abruptly from ocean depths greater than 1000m. 
 
12. The term ‘Broad-based Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)’ is 
often seen in news with respect to India and which of the following groupings? 
A. Quadrilateral Grouping (QUAD) 
B. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
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C. European Union (EU) 
D. Basic Counties (BASIC) 
Ans. C 
Explanation: India-EU Broad Based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) 
negotiations - India and the EU began negotiations on a broad-based Bilateral Trade 
and Investment  Agreement (BTIA) in 2007. These negotiations are pursuant to the 
commitment made by political leaders at the 7th India- EU Summit held in Helsinki in 
2006 to move towards negotiations for a broad-based trade and investment 
agreement on the basis of the report of India-EU High Level Technical Group. 
 
13. Which of the following statements is the most appropriate with respect to ‘Aarhus 
Convention’? 
A. It is a Convention to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought 
through national action programs that incorporate long-term strategies supported by 
international cooperation and partnership arrangements. 
B. It aims at guaranteeing food security through the conservation, exchange and 
sustainable use of the world's plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 
(PGRFA), the fair and equitable benefit sharing arising from its use, as well as the 
recognition of farmers' rights. 
C. It grants the public rights regarding access to information, public participation and 
access to justice, in governmental decision-making processes on matters concerning 
the local, national and transboundary environment. 
D. It promotes open exchange of information and calls on exporters of hazardous 
chemicals to use proper labeling, include directions on safe handling, and inform 
purchasers of any known restrictions or bans. 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The Aarhus Convention is a multilateral environmental agreement 
through which the opportunities for citizens to access environmental information are 
increased and transparent and reliable regulation procedure is secured. The UNECE 
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and 
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, usually known as the Aarhus 
Convention, was signed in 1998 in the Danish city of Aarhus. All of the ratifying 
states are in Europe and Central Asia. 
 
14. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 
          List I                                 List II 
     (Navigation system)              (Developed by)  
a. Global Positioning System     1. India 
b. GLONASS                              2. European Union 
c. Galileo                                    3. Russia 
d. NavIC                                     4. USA 
Code : 
     a   b   c   d 
A. 4   3   2   1 
B. 3   1   2   4 
C. 3   2   4   1 
D. 2   3    1  4 
Ans. A 
Explanation: The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System, with an operational 
name of NavIC, is an autonomous regional satellite navigation system that provides 
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accurate real-time positioning and timing services. It covers India and a region 
extending 1,500 km around it, with plans for further extension. 
 
15. Assertion (A): Chiang Mai Initiative’ is a free trade agreement between the South 
East Asian Countries which are not part of the ASEAN. 
Reason (R): India is not a member of the initiative. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Chiang Mai Initiative’ is a multilateral currency swap arrangement 
among the ten members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
China, Hong Kong), Japan, and South Korea. It emerged in the aftermath of the late 
1990s financial crisis. After 1997 Asian Financial Crisis, member countries started 
this initiative to manage regional short-term liquidity problems and to avoid relying on 
the International Monetary Fund. 
 
16. Assertion (A): The concept of equalization levy in India emerged as a result of 
deliberations of the OECD Base Erosion & Profit Shifting (BEPS) project. 
Reason (R): The levy is applicable on any e-commerce operator 
making/providing/facilitating e-commerce supply or services, having a permanent 
establishment in India. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The Equalisation Levy introduced by the Finance Act 2016, was 
charged at 6% on certain online advertising and related services. The Finance Act 
2020 amended the Finance Act 2016, introducing a new Equalisation Levy at 2% on 
the consideration received/receivable by an e-commerce operator from the following 
transactions (e-commerce supply or services): 

 Online sale of goods owned by the e-commerce operator; or 
 Online provision of services provided by the e-commerce; or 
 Online sale of goods or provision of services or both, facilitated by the e-

commerce operator; or 
 Any combination of the above-mentioned activities 

The first instalment of EL 2.0 was due on 7 July 2020. 

17. Assertion (A): Mongolian Kanjur is being re-printed in India under the National 
Mission for Manuscripts. 
Reason (R): Mongolian Kanjur has been translated from Pali language. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
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C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The Ministry of Culture has taken up the project of reprinting 108 
volumes of Mongolian Kanjur, under the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM). 
The first set of five volumes of Mongolian Kanjur recently published were presented 
to the President of India. It is expected that all the 108 volumes of the Mongolian 
Kanjur will be published by March, 2022. Mongolian Kanjur is a Buddhist text in 108 
volumes and is considered to be the most important religious text in Mongolia. 
 
18. Assertion (A): Green-Ag Project aims to reduce emissions from agriculture and 
ensure sustainable agricultural practices. 
Reason (R): The Green-Ag Project is funded by the World Bank. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The Union government launched the “Green – Ag: Transforming Indian 
Agriculture for global environment benefits and the conservation of critical 
biodiversity and forest landscapes”project in Mizoram. The Green-Ag Project is 
funded by the Global Environment Facility, while the Department of Agriculture, 
Cooperation, and Farmers’ Welfare (DAC&FW) is the national executing agency. 
Other key players involved in its implementation are Food and Agricultre 
Organization (FAO) and the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEF&CC). The pilot project is supposed to end on March 31, 2026, in all 
states. 
 
19. Assertion (A): Counter Cyclical Policy in the context of economics means 
increase in  government expenditure and reduction in tax rates to boost the 
economic growth when the economy is in slowdown. 
Reason (R): The ‘counter cyclical policy’ justifies ‘fiscal slippage’. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: ‘Counter Cyclical Fiscal Policy’ means when the economic growth is  
slowing and the government should counter the cycle by increasing expenditure and 
reducing tax. Fiscal Slippage means government slipping/deviating from the target of 
Fiscal Deficit. Economic Survey argues that boosting sluggish demand and 
consumer 
sentiment should be a priority and so “counter-cyclical fiscal policy” — in other 
words, fiscal slippage — is justified. 
 
20. Assertion (A): A ‘shebait’ is a person who is appointed by temple authorities to 
serve the deity, maintain the property and manage it. 
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Reason (R): A ‘pujari’ or a ‘priest’ who conducts worship at a temple for over ten 
years is elevated to the status of a ‘shebait’. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Supreme Court in Ayodhya Judgement said that a pujari gains no 
independent right despite having conducted the ceremonies for a long period of time. 
Thus, the mere presence of pujaris does not vest in them any right to be shebaits. 
 
 
21. Which of the following countries are members of the ‘International North–South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC): 
1. Russia 
2. China 
3. India 
4. Turkey 
5. Pakistan 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1, 2 and 3 
B. 1, 3 and 4 
C. 2, 3 and 5 
D. 2, 4 and 5 
Ans. B 
Explanation: International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a 7,200-km-
long multi-mode network of ship, rail, and road route for moving freight between 
India, Iran, Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe. The 
route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via 
ship, rail and road. The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity 
between major cities such as Mumbai, Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, 
Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali, etc. Member states: India, Iran, Russia, Turkey, 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Belarus, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Ukraine, 
Syria. Observer member: Bulgaria. 
 
22. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Protected Areas – State 
1. Orang National Park – Assam 
2. Melghat Tiger Reserve – Maharashtra 
3. Sessa Orchid Sanctuary – Rajasthan 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1 Only 
B. 1 and 2 
C. 2 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Sessa Orchid Sanctuary is located in Arunachal Pradesh. Arunachal 

Pradesh, also known as 'Orchid Paradise', is the first to establish the Sessa orchid 
Sanctuary exclusively for orchids.  
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23. Which of the following pairs is/are incorrectly matched? 
Places in news - Region 
1. Galwan Valley – Jammu & Kashmir 
2. Chumbi Valley – Xinjiang 
3. Sumdorong Chu Valley – Sikkim 
Select the appropriate code: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 Only 
C. 2 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Galwan Valley – Ladakh 
Chumbi Valley – Tibet 
Sumdorong Chu Valley – Arunachal Pradesh 
 
24. Consider the following statements about various models of highway 
development: 
1. In Engineering, Procurement and Construction model the cost is completely borne 
by the government. 
2. Under Hybrid Annuity Model, the toll collection is the right of the developer. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans. A 
Explanation: In its effort to improve the quality of roads, the National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI) under the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has 
decided to undertake performance assessment and ranking of the highways in the 
country. Apart from overall ranking of all the corridors, separate ranking for BOT 
(build, operate, transfer), HAM (hybrid annuity mode) and EPC (engineering, 
procurement, construction) projects will also be done. The ranking of the corridors 
will be dynamic and the concessionaire/ contractor/ operator will get the opportunity 
to improve upon their ranking by improving the services on that corridor. 
 
25. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Places in News       Country 
1. Okavango Delta - Zimbabwe 
2. Hpakant – Myanmar  
3. Scarborough Shoal – Territorial Waters of Japan 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 Only 
C. 1 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Okavango Delta - Botswana 
Hpakant – Myanmar 
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Scarborough Shoal – Located in the South China Sea/ West Philippine Sea, it is 
disputed between Philippines, Taiwan and China. 
During June – July 2020, hundreds of elephants have died mysteriously in 
Botswana’s Okavango Delta.  
The Hpakant jade mine disaster was a mining disaster in which a landslide killed at 
least 174 miners, while at least 100 went missing, and an additional 54 people were 
injured in a jade mining site in the Hpakant area of Kachin State in Myanmar. The 
disaster took place on 2 July 2020 and is the deadliest mining accident to date in 
Myanmar. 
In August 202, The Philippines has lodged a diplomatic protest over what it said was 
China's illegal confiscation of fish aggregating devices from Filipino fisherman in a 
disputed lagoon held by Beijing in the South China Sea. 
 
26. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
1. Kayapo people – Brazil 
2. Masalit People – Bhutan 
3. Brokpas – Ladakh 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 and 3 
C. 1 and 3 
D. All of the above 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Kayapo people – Brazil 
Masalit People – Sudan and Chad 
Brokpas – Ladakh, J&K, Bhutan and Arunanchal Pradesh 
Brokpas are tribes of Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh which become important due 
to ongoing intrusion of China in Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh. 
Paulinho Paiakan, chief of the Kayapó people, came to international attention in the 
1980s in the fight against Belo Monte, one of the world's largest dams. He died on 20 
July. 
27. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘COVAX Facility’: 
1. It is co-led by World Health Organization (WHO) and GAVI. 
2. It has been established under the vaccine pillar of the ACT Accelerator. 
Select the correct statements: 
A. 1 Only 
B. 2 Only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans. C 
Explanation: COVAX is co-led by Gavi, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations  (CEPI) and WHO. A COVAX Facility has been established under the 
vaccine pillar of the ACT Accelerator to manage the large, diverse portfolio of 
vaccines that are under development, to ensure a global sharing of risks associated 
with their development and an equitable access based on fair allocation of the 
available vaccines.  
 
28. Consider the following statements with respect to Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB): 
1. The membership of AIIB is open to regional members only. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landslide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phakant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kachin_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
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2. India is the largest shareholder of the bank. 
3. It was launched in 2009 in the wake of the 2008 Economic Crisis. 
Select the incorrect statements: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 and 3 
C. 1 and 3 
Ans. D 
Explanation: AIIB has both regional and non-reginal members. China is the largest 
shareholder. The bank was proposed by China in 2013 and the initiative was 
launched in Beijing in 2014. 
 
29. In wake of Rajasthan assembly dispute, Consider the following statements: 
1. The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 as part of 73 rd 
Constitutional Amendment to prevent political defections. 
2. The anti-defection law is applicable to Members of Parliaments and not Member of 
Legislative Assemblies. 
3. As far as the Tenth Schedule is concerned, the President is the final authority to 
decide the disqualification proceedings. 
Select the incorrect statements: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 and 3 
C. 1 and 3 
D. All of the above 
Ans. D 
Explanation: The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 as part of 
52nd Constitutional Amendment to prevent political defections. The anti-defection 
law is 
applicable to Members of Parliaments and Member of Legislative Assemblies both. 
As far as the Tenth Schedule is concerned, the Speaker is the final authority to 
decide 
the disqualification proceedings. 
 
30. All e-commerce entities, have to ensure the mandatory declaration of country of 
origin of imported products sold on their respective sites. Which of the following have 
provisions for declaring the ‘country of origin’ on e-commerce sites? 
1. Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011 
2. Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 
3. Essential Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance 2020 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 Only 
C. 2 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. A 
Explanation: There are provisions for declaring the country of origin on e-commerce 
sites under the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011 and 
Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules, 2020 and not in Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2020. 
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31. The term Zero-Day Exploit is associated with 
A. Track two diplomacy 
B. Cyber-Security 
C. Non -Performing Assets 
D. Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement 
Ans. B 
Explanation: The term “zero-day” refers to a newly discovered software vulnerability. 
Because the developer has just learned of the flaw, it also means an official patch or 
update to fix the issue hasn’t been released. So, “zero-day” refers to the fact that the 
developers have “zero days” to fix the problem that has just been exposed — and 
perhaps already exploited by hackers. 
 
32. Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) is associated with which of the following 
organizations? 
A. European Union 
B. United Nations 
C. International Atomic Energy Agency 
D. Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
Ans. B 
Explanation: The Joint Inspection Unit is the only independent external oversight 
body of the United Nations system mandated to conduct evaluations, inspections 
and investigations system-wide. Its mandate is to look at cross-cutting issues and to 
act as an agent for change across the United Nations system. JIU works to secure 
management and administrative efficiency and to promote greater coordination both 
between UN agencies and with other internal and external oversight bodies. 
 
33. Mitakshara is associated with 
A. Yajnawalkya 
B. Poetics 
C. Grammar 
D. Drama 
Ans. A 
Explanation: The Mitakshara is a legal commentary on the Yajnavalkya Smriti best 
known for its theory of "inheritance by birth." SC’s verdict on Hindu women’s 
inheritance rights. 
 
34. Gorumara National Park which was in news recently is located in which of the 
following states? 
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Himachal Pradesh 
C. West Bengal 
D. Odisha 
Ans. C 
Explanation: It is a National Park in northern West Bengal. Located in the Dooars 
region of the Himalayan foothills, it is a medium-sized park with grasslands and 
forests. It is primarily known for its population of Indian rhinoceros. 
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35. Recently, the archaeological site and remains at ‘Sadikpur Sinauli’ in Uttar 
Pradesh was declared ‘Nationally important’ by the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI). What type of remains was found at the given site? 
A. Ancient Temple of Lord Ram 
B. A ‘Palace’ of the Indus Valley civilisation 
C. Evidence of the existence of a warrior class 
D. A battlefield of size of two football stadiums 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The archaeological site and remains at Sadikpur Sinauli in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Baghpat district where evidence of the existence of a warrior class around 
2,000 BCE was discovered in 2018 have been declared to be of “ national 
importance ” by the Archaeological Survey of India. This brings the 28.67-hectare-
site under Central protection. The site would now be maintained by the ASI and 
development works around it would be subject to Central rules. The notification 
comes two years after the ASI unearthed remains of chariots, shields, swords and 
other items indicating the presence of a warrior class at the site that is 68 km from 
Delhi. ASI termed the site the “largest necropolis of the late Harappan period datable 
to around early part of second millennium BCE”. 
 
36. Recently a regional dispute centred around the maritime boundaries and drilling 
rights was witnessed in the Mediterranean Sea region. Which of the following 
countries were involved in the issue? 
A. Russia – France 
B. Turkey – Greece 
C. Greece – Cyprus 
D. Lebanon – Israel 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Neighbours and NATO allies Greece and Turkey have been locked for 
weeks in a tense standoff in the eastern Mediterranean, where Turkey is prospecting 
the seabed for energy reserves in an area Greece claims as its own continental 
shelf. 
 
37. Global Energy Review is published by 
A. International Energy Agency (IEA) 
B. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
C. World Economic Forum 
D. World Bank 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Global Energy Review 2020 report is published by International Energy 
Agency (IEA). 
 
38. Critical wildlife habitats (CWH) are defined under the 
A. Forest Rights Act, 2006 
B. Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 
C. Forest Conservation Act, 1980 
D. Environment Protection Act, 1986 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Critical wildlife habitats (CWH) are defined under the Forest Rights Act, 
2006, as the “areas of national parks and sanctuaries where it has been specifically 
and clearly established, case by case, on the basis of scientific and objective criteria, 
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that such areas are required to be kept as inviolate for the purposes of wildlife 
conservation…” 
 
39. Russian Naval Forces Start Ocean Shield 2020 Drills In Baltic Sea on 3rd 
August. Baltic Sea is not bordered by 
A. Germany 
B. Ukraine 
C. Finland 
D. Sweden 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Baltic Sea is bordered by Russia, Denmark, Germany, Sweden, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Finland. 
 
40. State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report is published by 
A. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
B. World Economic Forum (WEF) 
C. World Bank (WB) 
D. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Ans. A 
Explanation: State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report is an 
annual flagship report jointly prepared by FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and WHO to 
inform on progress towards ending hunger, achieving food security and improving 
nutrition and to provide in depth analysis on key challenges for achieving this goal in 
the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
41. Recently PM Modi lauded Tharu tribe in the Mann ki Baat programme. What was 
the reason behind the PM’s appreciation? 
A. Tharu tribe’s successful model of tiger’s conservation. 
B. Tribes unique methods of making indigenous toys using bamboo elements. 
C. The Barna festival celebrated in the month of Shravana, signifying the importance 
of 
forest conservation. 
D. A system of organic farming of paddy practised by the Tharu tribesmen. 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Members of the Tharu tribe in the West Champaran region were 
appreciated by PM Modi. PM Narendra Modi in his Mann Ki Baat spoke about the 
Tharu Barna tribal festival, which is celebrated every year during the month of 
Shrawan. The festival shows their love for nature and their commitment to forest 
conservation. Barna tribal festival · During the festival period, no one is allowed to 
leave their home and foreigners are not allowed to enter the villages. They stay 
indoors so that the plants are not trampled, which mainly grows during the month of 
Shrawan. Traditional dances and other rituals are also performed to mark the end of 
the festival. 
 
42. ‘Karakaattam’ is folk dance from which of the following states? 
A. Kerala 
B. Tamil Nadu 
C. Karnataka 
D. Goa 
Ans. B 
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Explanation: Karakaattam is an ancient folk dance of Tamil Nadu performed in praise 
of the rain goddess Mariamman. 
 
43. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 
          List I                                                  List II 
     (Shape of the recovery curve)           (It signifies)  
a. V shaped curve                              1. Recession 
b. U shaped curve                              2. Global slowdown 
c. W shaped curve                             3. Quick recovery 
d. L shaped curve                               4. Recovery in multiple phases 
Code : 
     a   b   c   d 
A. 4   3   2   1 
B. 3   1   2   4 
C. 3   2   4   1 
D. 2   3    1  4 
Ans. C 
Explanation: These are economic recovery after a destabilising event like COVID 
pandemic. 
 
44. Assertion (A): Nairobi Convention is a partnership between governments, civil 
society and the private sector, working towards a prosperous Western Indian Ocean 
Region with healthy rivers, coasts and oceans. 
Reason (R): It is part of UN Environment (UNEP). 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: The Convention offers a regional legal framework and coordinates the  
efforts of the member states to plan and develop programmes that strengthen their 
capacity to protect, manage and develop their coastal and marine environment. The 
Nairobi Convention, which was first signed in 1985 and entered into force in 1996, is 
part of UN Environment's Regional Seas Programme. The Contracting Parties 
(Comoros, France, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, 
Somalia, Tanzania and the Republic of South AfricA. to the Convention are part of 
more than 143 countries that participate in 18 Regional Seas initiatives. 
Mauritius Oil Spill and Mauritius receives support under the UN Nairobi Convention.  
Nairobi Convention Webinar on Mangrove Restoration took place on Friday 24th July 

2020 for discussions on how to implement a successful mangrove project. 

 
45. Assertion (A): A super app is a platform developed by a company offering 
various services under one umbrella. 
Reason (R): The concept of Super Apps increases the possibility of a monopoly; 
hence it has been banned in India by the Competition Commission of India. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
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D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The very concept of a conglomerate trying to keep a customer within its 
own ecosystem for most services they might require increases the possibility of a 
monopoly. It has not been banned by CCI. 
 
46. Assertion (A): India imported lithium-ion batteries worth INR 1.23 Bn in FY19. 
Reason (R): Lithium mines can be found across all the India states except for 
Rajasthan. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: First time a lithium ore has been discovered in India at Mandya, 
Karnataka. 
 
47. Assertion (A): Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) is spread over a few district(s) of Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan.  
Reason (R): Taj Trapezium Zone Pollution (Prevention and Control) authority has 
been constituted under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: TTZ is an area of about 10,400 sq km spread over the districts of Agra, 
Firozabad, Mathura, Hathras and Etah in Uttar Pradesh and the Bharatpur district of 
Rajasthan. The central Government has constituted the Taj Trapezium Zone 
Pollution (Prevention and Control) authority Forests in exercise of the powers 
conferred by the Environment Protection Act, 1986. 
 
48. Assertion (A): Trouble broke out between Kittur royalty and the British in 1824 
over the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’ which barred Chennamma from nominating her adopted 
son as the next heir to the throne.  
Reason (R): Sangolli Rayanna a powerful Zamindar from an upper caste who led a 
massive rebellion of farmers against the British in 1824. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Trouble broke out between Kittur royalty and the British in 1824 over 
the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’ which barred Chennamma from nominating her adopted son 
as the next heir to the throne. She declared war against the British and Rayanna — 
who 
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was born a year before Tipu Sultan’s martyrdom — took part in the war. The British 
soon quelled the resistance and imprisoned Chennamma in 1826. Rayanna was 
arrested along with other soldiers but was shortly thereafter granted clemency and 
released, as were the rest. He was a farmer who belonged to the backward Kuruba 
(shepherd) community. Tall and robustly built, he was also a part time soldier in the 
army of the Kittur kings who paid him a small retainer. 
 
49. Assertion (A): Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) is a 
regulatory agency attached to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT). 
Reason (R): To set up a firecrackers shop, one is required to obtain a licence issued 
by the Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organization (PESO). 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: PESO is a regulatory agency attached to the Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal Trade under the Ministry of Commerce and Industries. It  
administers Explosives Act 1884, Petroleum Act 1934, Inflammable Substances Act 
1952, Ammonium Nitrate Rules 2012 and Environment Protection Act 1986, among 
others, for controlling import, export, transport, storage and usage of explosive  
materials, flammable materials, pressure vessels, cryogenic vessels, design and 
installation of all necessary and relevant infrastructure. 
 
50. Assertion (A): ‘VISVAS’ scheme is introduced by the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment. 
Reason (R): Under the scheme, the beneficiaries can tie up with e-commerce 
companies to sell its tribal products, wherein the logistics costs will be subsidised by 
the respective state governments. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: “Vanchit Ikai Samooh aur Vargon ki Aarthik Sahayta Yojana (VISVAS 
Yojana)” is for the benefit of Scheduled Castes and OBC Self Help Groups/Individual 
member with annual family income up to Rs. 3 Lakh. It has been introduced by the 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. Under the scheme SC and OBC Self 
Help Groups and Individuals will be able to avail Interest  Subvention on bank loans 
at 5%. VISVAS Yojana will be implemented by the apex corporation of Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment i.e. National Scheduled Castes Finance 
Development 
Corporation (NSFDC) and National Backward Classes Finance and Development 
Corporation  (NBCFDC). 
 
51. Assertion (A): Biosimilars are officially approved versions of original "innovator" 
products after the latter's patent expiry. 
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Reason (R): A bioequivalent drug is the pharmaceutical equivalent of another drug, 
with same ingredients. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: A biosimilar is a biologic medical product highly similar to another 
already approved biological medicine (the reference medicine). Biosimilars are 
approved according to the same standards of pharmaceutical quality, safety and 
efficacy that apply to all biological medicines. A bioequivalent drug is the 
pharmaceutical equivalent of another drug, with bioavailability comparable to that of 
the reference drug. · For drugs to be considered pharmaceutically equivalent, they 
must contain the same active ingredient or ingredients, the same amount (dose), the 
same route of administration, and the same strength or concentration. 
 
52. Assertion (A): Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and licensing fee 
that telecom operators are charged by the Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT). 
Reason (R): The Telecom companies won’t have to pay any AGR dues due to 
contraction in the telecom sector. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The government had proposed that pending dues of 1.43 lakh crore 
rupees be paid by the Telecos over a period of 20 years. However Supreme Court 
has ruled that the pending dues have to be paid within the next 10 year period, with 
no further reviewing of the verdict. 
 
53. Assertion (A): Galaxy ‘AUDFs01’ has been observed by the ‘ASTROsat’ using 
the extreme-UV radiation wavelengths. 
Reason (R): It is one of the farthest galaxies ever observed by humankind, located at 
9.3 billion light years away. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. A 
Explanation: India’s first Multi-Wavelength Space Observatory "AstroSat" has 
detected extreme-UV light from a galaxy located 9.3 billion light-years away from 
Earth. The galaxy called AUDFs01 was discovered by a team of Astronomers led by 
Dr Kanak Saha from the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and 
Astrophysics(IUCAA) Pune. India's AstroSat/UVIT was able to achieve this unique 
feat because the background noise in the UVIT detector is much less than one on 
the Hubble Space Telescope of US based NASA. 
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54. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘BUNKER Convention’. 
1. It is administered by the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
2. The Convention applies to damage caused on the territory, including the territorial 
sea, and in exclusive economic zones of States Parties. 
3. It provides a free-standing instrument covering pollution damage only. 
Select the correct statements 
A. 1 Only 
B. 2 Only 
C. 2 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. D 
Explanation: The International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution 
Damage (BUNKER) is an International treaty listed and administered by the 
International Maritime Organization. The Convention was adopted to ensure that  
adequate, prompt, and effective compensation is available to persons who suffer 
damage caused by spills of oil, when carried as fuel in ships' bunkers. The 
Convention applies to damage caused on the territory, including the territorial sea, 
and in exclusive economic zones of States Parties. The bunkers convention provides 
a free-standing instrument covering pollution damage only. 
 
55. Consider the following statements 
1. Gravitational lensing was predicted by Albert Einstein's theory of general relativity. 
2. An Einstein Ring is a special case of gravitational lensing, caused by the exact 
alignment of the source, lens, and observer. 
Select the correct statements. 
A. 1 Only 
B. 2 Only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Due to gravitational lensing, the light is diverted, making it seem to 
come  from different places. If source, lens, and observer are all aligned, the light 
appears as a ring. Gravitational lensing is predicted by Albert Einstein's theory of 
general relativity.  Instead of light from a source traveling in a straight line (in three 
dimensions), it is bent by the presence of a massive body, which distorts spacetime. 
An Einstein ring, also  known as an Einstein–Chwolson ring or Chwolson ring, is 
created when light from a galaxy or star passes by a massive object en route to the 
Earth. An Einstein Ring is a special case of gravitational lensing, caused by the 
exact alignment of the source, lens, and observer. This results in symmetry around 
the lens, causing a ring-like structure. 
 
56. Consider the following places in India 
1. Channapatna in Karnataka 
2. Kondapalli in Andhra Pradesh 
3. Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu 
4. Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh 
What is a commonality among all the above places? 
A. Toy manufacturing clusters 
B. New Strategic oil reserves 
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C. Grid connected Solar parks 
D. Successful models of women Self Help Groups 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Prime Minister in his latest Mann Ki Baat programme noted that in the 
National Education Policy, a lot of attention has been given on the impact of toys on 
different aspects of children's lives. He said saying it is the time to get vocal for local 
toys. He said there are several skilled artisans who possess expertise in making 
good toys and some parts of the country like Channapatna in Ramnagaram in 
Karnataka, Kondapalli in Krishna in Andhra Pradesh, Thanjavur in Tami Nadu, 
Dhubri in Assam, Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh are also developing as Toy clusters . 
 
57. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Supply Chain Resilience Initiative’ 
(SCRI) 
1. The initiative aims at reducing the trade dependency on any one single nation. 
2. All the ‘Quad’ members India, USA, Japan and Australia have committed to 
establish 
alternate supply chains in the Indo-Pacific. 
3. This Initiative was first proposed by Japan. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The initiative aims to reduce the dependency on a single nation (at 
present  China). SCRI is a direct response to individual companies and economies 
concerned  about Chinese political behavior and the disruption that could lead to the 
supply chain. 
India-Japan-Australia have decided to launch an initiative to build a resilient supply  
chain in the Indo- Pacific region with an eye on creating a free and transparent trade 
& 
investment environment. USA is still not a part of this initiative. This initiative was first 
proposed by Japan with India and Australia as partners, potentially sees other Asian 
and Pacific Rim nations joining in later stages. 
 
58. Consider the following statements 
1. Gravitational waves are invisible ripples that form when a star explodes in a 
supernova or when two black holes merge. 
2. The gravitational waves travel at the speed of light that squeeze and stretch the 
space fabric while in motion. 
3. India is building the Laser Interferometer Gravitational Waves Observatory at Leh 
in Ladakh. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 2 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Gravitational waves are invisible ripples that form when a star explodes 
in a supernova; when two big stars orbit each other; and when two black holes 
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merge. Gravitational waves were proposed by Albert Einstein in his General Theory 
of Relativity over a century ago. It was only in 2015, however, that the first 
gravitational wave was actually detected — by LIGO. Since then, there have been a 
number of subsequent detections of gravitational waves. India is building the LIGO 
observatories at Hingoli in Maharashtra. 
 
59. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
1. Kuttanad Below Sea Level Farming System - Kerala 
2. Koraput Traditional Agriculture - Odisha 
3. Pampore Saffron Heritage – Madhya Pradesh 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 2 and 3 
C. 2 Only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. A 
Explanation: These are three Indian Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System 
site (GIAHS). Kuttanad Below Sea Level Farming System – Kerala. Koraput 
Traditional Agriculture – Odisha. Pampore Saffron Heritage – Kashmir. A GIAHS is a 
living, evolving system of human communities in an intricate relationship with their 
territory, cultural or agricultural landscape or biophysical and wider social 
environment. 
 
60. Which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. 1G bioethanol plants utilise sugarcane juice and molasses, byproducts in the 
production of sugar, as raw material, while 2G plants utilise surplus biomass and 
agricultural waste to produce bioethanol. 
2. The prices of both sugarcane and bio-ethanol are set by the central government. 
3. The government has set targets of 10 per cent bioethanol blending of petrol by 
2022 and to raise it to 20 per cent by 2030 under the ethanol blending programme to 
curb carbon emissions and reduce India’s dependence on imported crude oil. 
Select the correct statements 
A. 1 Only 
B. 1 and 2 
C. 2 and 3 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. D 
Explanation: The government has set targets of 10 per cent bioethanol blending of 
petrol by 2022 and to raise it to 20 per cent by 2030 under the ethanol blending 
programme to curb carbon emissions and reduce India’s dependence on imported 
crude oil. 1G bioethanol plants utilise sugarcane juice and molasses, byproducts in 
the production of sugar, as raw material, while 2G plants utilise surplus biomass and 
agricultural waste to produce bioethanol. The prices of both sugarcane and bio-
ethanol are set by the central government. 2G bioethanol not only provides a clean 
source of energy, but also helps to provide greater income to farmers and prevent 
them from having to burn agricultural waste which can be a major source of air 
pollution. 
 
61. The major products of biomass pyrolysis are 
1. Methane 



Current Affairs Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 22 
 

2. Carbon monoxide 
3. Carbon dioxide 
4. Biochar 
Select the correct code: 
A. 2 and 3 Only 
B. 2, 3 and 4 
C. 1, 2 and 3 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Ans. D 
Explanation: The major products of biomass pyrolysis include bio-char (soliD., bio-oil 
(liquid), and permanent gases such as methane, hydrogen, carbon monoxide, and 
carbon dioxide. 
 
62. ‘Bohai Sea’ is bordered by 
1. China 
2. South Korea 
3. Taiwan 
Select the correct code: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 1 Only 
C. 1 and 3 
D. 2 Only 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Bohai Sea is a marginal sea in area on the east coast of mainland 
China. It is the northwestern and innermost extension of the Yellow Sea, to which it 
connects to the east via the Bohai Strait. 
 
63. In the backdrop of 2022 FIFA world cup, Qatar recently changed the labour laws. 
Which of the following statements about this is/are true? 
1. The ‘Kafala’ system is no more considered legal in Qatar. 
2. The Indian labour working in Qatar would now receive lesser wages, but would 
have more freedom. 
3. The workers can easily change jobs without the consent of their employers. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 2 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Qatar is the first country in the region to dismantle the “kafala” 
sponsorship system that is common in the Gulf region. It required workers to have a 
sponsor in the country they are  working, who then becomes responsible for their 
visa and legal status. For unskilled workers, this means depending on their 
employers for such sponsorships. The wage levels are set to rise as the reform 
involves increasing the minimum wage by 25 per cent to $274 or 1000 Qatari riyals 
and an additional 300 QAR for food and 500 QAR for accommodation in case not 
provided by the company. These reforms are now applicable to workers of all 
nationalities and in all sectors, including domestic workers who were previously 
excluded. 
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64. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘eSIM’. 
1. It dismisses the need for a physical SIM. 
2. The information on an eSIM is rewritable. 
3. It cannot be used in wearable devices. 
Select the correct statements 
A. 1 Only 
B. 2 and 3 
C. 1 and 2 
D. 2 and 3 
Ans. C 
Explanation: It is an embedded SIM that is built into a smartphone. It dismisses the 
need for a physical SIM, however, works exactly like it. This also works well for 
wearables such as a smartwatch. The information on an eSIM is rewritable, meaning 
you can decide to change your operator with a simple phone call. 
 
65. Consider the following statements 
1. The name of this capital city was inspired by the river ‘Pampa’. 
2. This city hosts the world-famous Lord Virupaksha temple. 
3. In 1336 CE, a kingdom centred on this city arose from the ruins of the Kampili 
kingdom. 
Which ‘capital city’ is being spoken about in the above statements? 
A. Thiruvananthapuram 
B. Dwarasamudra (Halebidu) 
C. Bijapur 
D. Hampi 
Ans. D 
Explanation: The city being spoken about in the question is ‘Hampi’ , which was the 
capital of the Vijayanagar Empire. Its name is derived from Pampa which is the old 
name of the Tungabhadra River on whose banks the city is built. In 1336 CE, the 
Vijayanagara Empire arose from the ruins of the Kampili kingdom. The important 
attractions of Hampi, is the 15 th Century Virupaksha temple which is one of the 
oldest monuments of the town. The main shrine is dedicated to Virupaksha, a form of 
Lord Shiva. 
 

September 2020 

 
66. Which of the following statement regarding the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) is incorrect? 
A. With the induction of Uzbekistan into the ‘Shanghai Five’, it came to be known as 
the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 
B. Conflict resolution has the core agenda of all the SCO annual meetings. 
C. The SCO secretariat and the anti-terrorism body RATS are headquartered in 
Beijing. 
D. Presently SCO has four observer members, namely, Afghanistan, Iran, Belarus 
and 
Mongolia. 
Ans. C 
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Explanation: In 2001, the Shanghai Five inducted Uzbekistan into the group and 
named it the SCO, outlining its principles in a charter that promoted what was called 
the “Shanghai spirit” of cooperation. The organization (SCO) has two permanent 
bodies — the SCO Secretariat based in Beijing and the Executive Committee of the 
Regional Anti- Terrorist Structure (RATS) based in Tashkent. 
 
67. The term ‘Kapi ramnagarensis’ was in the news recently. What is it about? 
A. Remains of an ancient temple of Lord Ram in the Nepal. 
B. An ancient ancestor of the Gibbon. 
C. An ancient river’s stream has been found in Rajasthan. 
D. An ancient town was discovered recently near Kedarnath Mountain. 
Ans. B 
Explanation: A 13-million-old fossil from Uttarakhand’s Ramnagar has led to the 
discovery of a new species of ape, also the earliest-known ancestor of the modern-
day gibbon, a primate species found in tropical forests of Southeast Asia, according 
to researchers. The fossil is a complete lower molar tooth and belongs to a 
previously unknown genus and species, which has now been classified as Kapi 
ramnagarensis. 
 
68. What is the ‘Biofloc Technology’ related to? 
A. Water Desalination from the sea 
B. Genetic Engineering 
C. Enhancing water quality in Aquaculture 
D. Precision slope-land agriculture 
Ans. C 
Explanation: It is a technique of enhancing water quality in aquaculture through 
balancing carbon and nitrogen in the system. The technology has recently gained 
attention as a sustainable method to control water quality, with the added value of 
producing proteinaceous feed in situ. It is considered the new “blue revolution” in 
aquaculture. · 
 
69. Jasmonate Hormone, OsJAZ9, are seen in news in the context of 
A. Rice  
B. Cotton 
C. Wheat 
D. Maize  
Ans. A 
Explanation: A team of scientists at the National Institute of Plant Genome Research 
(NIPGR) has suggested that targeting a specific plant hormone, Jasmonate (JA), 
would help rice plants have greater tolerance to potassium deficiency, in turn, 
improving rice productivity. The overexpression of a gene, called OsJAZ9, helped 
make rice plants more tolerant of potassium deficiency. The plant hormone called 
Jasmonate (JA) is often associated with the plant’s defence against biotic factors like 
insects, pests and other pathogens. 
 
70. Recently which of the following ministry has given the approval for setting up of 
Plastic Parks in the country? 
A. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
B. Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
C. Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
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D. Ministry of Science and Technology 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals under the Ministry of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers has approved setting up of 10 Plastic Parks in the country, 
out of which 6 parks have been given final approval in the States of Assam, Madhya 
Pradesh (two parks), Odisha, Tamil Nadu and Jharkhand. 
 
71. Nandankanan Zoological Park recently in news is located in which among the 
following state? 
A. Arunachal Pradesh  
B. Odisha 
C. Sikkim 
D. Kerala 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Authorities of the Nandankanan Zoological Park (NZP), Odisha are 
concerned over the back-to back deaths of two sloth bears at the park. The exact 
cause of deaths of these two bears is not yet known. Nandankanan is the first zoo in 
the World to breed White tiger and Melanistic tiger. It is the  only conservation 
breeding centre of Indian Pangolins in the world. It is the only zoological park in India 
to become an institutional member of World Association of Zoos and Aquarium 
(WAZA). It is the only zoo in India after which an express train Puri-New Delhi 
express has been named as "Nandankanan Express". It is the first zoo in India 
where endangered Ratel was born in captivity. 
 
72. ‘Raychaudhuri equation’ was in news recently. What is it associated with? 
A. General Relativity 
B. Internet of Things 
C. Humanised Robot 
D. Wireless Electricity Transmission 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Kolkata-born physicist Amal Kumar Raychaudhuri was in news when 
British physicist Dr Roger Penrose was awarded half the Nobel Prize in Physics 
2020 for his work on black holes. In general relativity, the Raychaudhuri equation, or 
Landau–Raychaudhuri equation, is a fundamental result describing the motion of 
nearby bits of matter. The Equation was discovered independently by Raychaudhuri 
and Soviet physicist Lev Landau as a simple, general validation of the expectation 
that gravitation is a universal force that attracts objects with mass and energy. 
 
73. ‘Langa and Manganiyar are folk musicians who follow a rich oral tradition which 
they have inherited from their forefathers’. To which state/UT do they belong? 
A. Ladakh 
B. Punjab 
C. Rajasthan 
D. Madhya Pradesh 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Langa and Manganiyar are folk musicians who follow a rich oral 
tradition which they have inherited from their forefathers. These balladeers from 
Rajasthan sing of everyday chores and emotions. 
 
74. The ‘Fakirani Jats’ are associated with __________ 
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A. Rann of Kutch 
B. Bundelkhand 
C. Kashmiri Highlands 
D. Chotanagpur plateau 
Ans. A 
Explanation: The Jats of Kutch (Rann of Kutch, Gujarat) are distinct from the Jats of 
Northern India and the Jats of Sindh, in Pakistan. The Jats of Kutch are made up of 
four communities: the Fakirani Jats , the Hajiyani Jats, the Daneta Jats and the 
Garasiya Jats. The four communities are further divided into many clans and sub-
clans. Of these, only the Fakirani and Hajiyani Jats are camel breeders. These 
camels are an eco-tonal breed that can survive on dryland ecosystem, as well as the 
coastal ecosystem. Known as ‘Kharai’, the camels can swim to reach mangroves 
growing in saltwater. These mangroves have high salinity, and only the kharai 
camels have the tolerance to 
feed on them; this is why they are called Kharai, which means ‘salty’ in 
Gujarati/Kutchi language. In 2015, the Kharai was recognised as a separate breed 
(distinct from Kutchi camels) by the National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources. 
 
75. National Engineer’s Day is celebrated on September 15 to appreciate the 
contributions of 
A. Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman  
B. Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam 
C. Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya  
D. Homi J. Bhabha 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Every year, India celebrates September 15 as National Engineer’s Day 
to appreciate the contributions of Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya. The Bharat Ratna 
awardee, Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya, more commonly known as Sir MV was an 
Indian civil engineer and statesman and the 19th Diwan of Mysore, serving from 
1912 to 1919. “Industrialise or Perish” was Visvesvaraya’s mantra. He penned his 
autobiography, Memoirs of my Working Life, in 1951. 
 
76. ‘Global Economic Freedom Index 2020’ is released by 
A. World Economic Forum 
B. World Trade Organisation 
C. UNCTAD 
D. None of the above 
Ans. D 
Explanation: The Economic Freedom of the World: 2020 Annual Report by Canada’s 
Fraser Institute has been released in India in conjunction with New Delhi-based think 
tank Centre For Civil Society. 
 
77. Who among the following is regarded as Father of Indian Radio Astronomy? 
A. APJ Abdul Kalam  
B. Govind Swarup 
C. Satish Dhawan  
D. Homi J. Bhabha 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Govind Swarup, a noted Physicist, died in Pune following a brief illness 
at the age of 91. He has pioneered radio astronomy in India and is regarded as the 
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“Father of Indian Radio Astronomy”.  He was the founder Director of TIFR – National 
Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA. in Pune. He was the key scientist behind the 
concept, design and installation of the Ooty Radio Telescope (India) and the Giant 
Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT) near Pune. 
 
78. In the Mission TRISHNA (Thermal infraRed Imaging Satellite for High-resolution 
Natural resource Assessment), a future high-resolution space-time mission, India’s 
ISRO has partnered 
A. Japan’s JAXA 
B. USA’s NASA 
C. Russia’s ROSCOSMOS 
D. France’s CNES 
Ans. D 
Explanation: TRISHNA (Thermal infraRed Imaging Satellite for High-resolution 
Natural resource Assessment) is a future high-resolution spacetime mission in the 
thermal infrared (TIR) led jointly by the French (CNES) and the Indian (ISRO) space 
agencies for a launch planned in 2025. 
 
79. Assertion (A): Stubble burning is done by farmers due to short time period 
available for Rabi crop sowing.  
Reason (R): Bio-decomposer capsule can be used to combat stubble burning 
problem. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: In late September and October each year, farmers mainly in Punjab 
and Haryana burn an estimated 35 million tons of crop waste from their paddy fields 
after harvesting as a low-cost straw-disposal practice to reduce the turnaround time 
between 
harvesting and sowing for the second (winter) crop. Scientists at the Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute, PUSA, have found a low-cost, simple and effective 
way to deal with the problem of stubble burning. They have developed ‘bio-
decomposer’ capsules, which 
are used to prepare a liquid formulation. The solution, when sprayed in the fields, 
can 
decompose crop residue and turn it into manure. 
 
80. Assertion (A): UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines the 
rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the world’s oceans.  
Reason (R): The territorial sea extends 100 nautical miles from land and is 
considered the sovereign territory of a state. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
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Explanation: The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) entered  into 
force in 1994. The territorial sea extends 12 nautical miles from land and is 
considered the sovereign territory of a state; this sovereignty extends to the airspace 
over and seabed below the territorial sea. 
 
81. Assertion (A): Indra-exercise is a military exercise held between India and 
Russia.  
Reason (R): First such exercise was held in 2019 and it is proposed to happen 
annually. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: India and Russia held the 11th edition of bilateral naval exercise, Indra 
2020, in the Andaman Sea, close to the strategic Strait of Malacca. 
 
82. Assertion (A): Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is 
an organ of United nation whose aim is to prohibit the use, stockpiling, or transfer of 
chemical weapons. 
Reason (R):  Its headquarters are located in The Hague, Netherlands. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Germany has claimed that Novichok was used to poison Alexei Navalny 
(a critic of Russian President Vladimir Putin who is in a coma in a Berlin hospital). 
Russia is being criticized for the weaponization of chemical as Moscow is a signatory 
of the 1997 Chemical Weapons Convention. The name Novichok means 
“newcomer”. It is used for a family of highly toxic nerve agents with a composition 
slightly different from the better-known poison gases VX and sarin. Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is an international organization 
established by the Chemical Weapons Convention (adopted 1992, entered into force 
1997). Its aim is to implement and enforce the terms of the international treaty, which 
prohibits the use, stockpiling, or transfer of chemical weapons by signatory states. 
The OPCW was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2013. Its headquarters are 
located in The Hague, Netherlands. 
 
83. Assertion (A): State Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) evaluates how Indian 
states have performed in improving ease of doing business. 
Reason (R):  BRAP is an annual exercise conducted by Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade in collaboration with the World Bank. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
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Ans. B 
Explanation: The Union government recently released the State Business Reform 
Action Plan 2019 (BRAP) ranking. It shows how various Indian states have 
performed in improving Ease of Doing Business in their respective states. It is an 
annual exercise conducted by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) in collaboration with the World Bank. This was the fourth edition of the 
report, which was first released in 2015. The exercise is aimed at promoting 
competition among States, to improve the business environment in order to attract 
domestic as well as foreign investments. 
 
84. Assertion (A): NSO is the statistics wing of the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation.  
Reason (R): NSO compiles and releases the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 
every month. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: The National Statistical Office (NSO) is the statistics wing of the 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. It consists of the Central 
Statistical Office (CSO), the Computer center and the National Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO).The National Statistical Organisation (NSO) recently released the Health in 
India report. The report is based on the 75th round of the National Sample Survey 
(July 2017-June 2018) on household social consumption related to health.  
 
85. Assertion (A): Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) aims to 
encourage institutional and private sector investments in agricultural sector. 
Reason (R): Kisan Rath mobile application is an initiative of the SFAC. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) was established in 
1994 under Societies Registration Act, 1860 as an autonomous body promoted by 
the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare. It aims at promoting agribusiness by 
encouraging institutional and private sector investments and linkages to ensure the 
empowerment of all farmers in the country. SFAC launched the Kisan Rath app with 
the help of officials of the Ministry of Agriculture which lessened the problem of 
transport of farm produce during lockdown. 
 
86. Assertion (A): Darrah Wildlife sanctuary is a part of the Mukundara Hills National 
Park in Gujarat. 
Reason (R): Mukundara Hills National Park is a national park in Rajasthan. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
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C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Mukundara Hills National Park is a national park in Rajasthan. It was 
established in 2004 and consists of three wildlife sanctuaries: Darrah Wildlife 
Sanctuary, National Chambal Sanctuary, and Jawahar Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary. It is 
located in the Kathiawar-Gir dry deciduous forests. 
 
87. Assertion (A): Images sent by Chandrayaan-1, India’s first lunar mission, suggest 
that the Moon may be rusting along the poles. 
Reason (R): Rusting on moon is caused with the help of earth’s upper atmosphere’s 
oxygen. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. A 
Explanation: A recent study published in Science Advances found an oxidised iron 
mineral called hematite at high latitudes on the Moon. The team analysed the data 
acquired by the Moon Mineralogy Mapper onboard Chandrayaan-1. Researchers 
say 
that this lunar hematite is formed through oxidation of the iron on the Moon's surface 
by the oxygen from Earth's upper atmosphere. 
 
88. Assertion (A): UMANG App is developed by Ministry of Electronics and 
information Technology (MeitY) and National e-governance Division (NEGD). 
Reason (R): The application will enable users to access e-Government services of 
only the central Government. 
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 
C. A is true but R is false. 
D. A is false but R is true 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The Labour Ministry said that UMANG mobile application has been a 
big hit among the EPF (Employees Provident Fund) subscribers to access services, 
especially during COVID-19 pandemic. Adding to the 16 services already on the 
UMANG app, Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has now started 
another facility, enabling EPS (employees' pension scheme) members to apply for 
Scheme Certificate under Employees' Pension Scheme, 1995. UMANG is one of the 
key initiatives under the Digital India program to develop a common, unified platform 
and mobile app to facilitate a single point of access to all government services of the 
central Government, the State Governments, local bodies and their agencies. 
 
89. Which of the following are the major reasons for frequent and intense flooding of 
the 
Brahmaputra valley? 
1. Topography of the land 
2. Bank erosion 
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3. Landslides 
4. Cyclones in Bay of Bengal 
Choose the correct answer using the codes given below 
A. 1, 2 and 3 only 
B. 2, 3 and 4 only 
C. 1, 3 and 4 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Brahmaputra is braided and unstable in its entire reach in Assam 
except for a few places. The main reasons behind the instability of the river are high 
sedimentation and steep slopes. Assam and some other parts of the northeastern 
region are prone to frequent earthquakes, which causes landslides. The landslides 
and earthquakes send in a lot of debris in the rivers, causing the river bed to rise. 
Among the man-made reasons, the key cause of floods in Assam region is releasing 
of water from dams situated uphill. Unregulated release of water floods the Assam 
plains, leaving thousands of people homeless every year. Guwahati’s topography — 
it’s shaped like a bowl — does make it susceptible to water logging. Unplanned 
expansion of the urban areas has led to severe encroachments in the wetlands, low 
lying areas, hills and shrinkage of forest cover. 
 
90. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Trans-fat’ 
1. Trans fats, or trans-fatty acids, are a form of saturated fat. 
2. They form naturally when bacteria in these animal’s stomachs digest grass. 
3. They come in both natural and artificial forms. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. B 
Explanation: Trans fats, or trans-fatty acids, are a form of unsaturated fat. They 
come in both natural and artificial forms. Natural, or ruminant, trans fats occur in the 
meat and dairy from ruminant animals, such as cattle, sheep, and goats. They form 
naturally when bacteria in these animal’s stomacs digest grass. 
 
91. Consider the following statements 
1. Amazon rainforests are slowly moving towards becoming ‘Savannah’ type of 
vegetation. 
2. Lack of adequate rainfall in the equatorial Amazon forests is a reason for transition 
into Savannah vegetation. 
3. The Savannah vegetation type can be easily converted back into rainforest 
system provided adequate rainfall happens in the region. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. A 
Explanation: According to a new study, As much as 40% of the Amazon, the world’s 
largest rainforest, could be on the verge of crossing a tipping point and converting 
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into a savannah.  Rainforests are sensitive to changes in rainfall and moisture levels. 
Fires and droughts can also lead to areas losing trees and shifting to a savannah.  
Researchers found that many of the world’s rainforests would struggle to grow back 
once lost, leading to a far wider savanna-like mix of  woodland and grassland. 
 
92. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘bioassay’ method 
1. It determines the concentration of a substance by observing its effects on living 
cells. 
2. It is helpful in controlling environmental pollution. 
3. ELISA test is a famous example of a bioassay test. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below. 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 2 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Bioassays are quantitative biological assays used to estimate the 
potency of agents by observing their effects on living animals (in vivo) or tissue/cell 
culture systems (in vitro). A bioassay experiment can either be qualitative or 
quantitative, direct or indirect. Enzyme-linked immune sorbent assay (ELISA) is a 
quantitative analytical method that measures absorbance of color change from 
antigen antibody reaction. 
 
93. Consider the following statements 
1. The Krishna and Godavari river management boards (KRMB and GRMB) are 
constituted under the Inter-state river water disputes Act 1956. 
2. Both Godavari and Krishna have the same origin state. 
3. Papikonda National Park is on the banks of Godavari River. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. B 
Explanation: The Krishna River Management Board (KRMB) and Godavari River  
Management Board (GRMB) are autonomous bodies established as per AP Re-
Organization Act, 2014 under the administrative control of Ministry of Water 
Resources to manage and regulate the Waters of Krishna Basin in the states of 
Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana. Both Godavari and Krishna originate in the state of Maharashtra. 
Papikonda National Park is located near Rajamahendravaram in the Papi Hills in 
East 
Godavari and West Godavari districts of Andhra Pradesh. 
 
94. Consider the following statements 
1. Aadhaar-PAN linking is mandatory for the PAN holders for filing of Income Tax 
Return. 
2. Aadhaar is mandatory for the registration of births and deaths. 
3. Aadhaar is mandatory for office bearers of any NGOs to receive foreign funds. 
Select the correct statements 
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A. 1 Only 
B. 1 and 2 
C. 2 and 3 
D. 1 and 3 
Ans. D 
Explanation: Aadhaar-PAN linking is mandatory for the PAN holders requiring filing 
of Income Tax Return. Aadhaar is not mandatory for the registration of births and 
deaths. 
 
95. Consider the following statements 
1. Air Quality Index (AQI) is calculated for PM10 and PM2.5 along with six other 
pollutants. 
2. SAFAR is a national initiative introduced by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) 
to 
measure the air quality of a metropolitan city. 
3. Ozone, Lead and Arsenic are covered under the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS). 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. D 
Explanation: AQI is calculated for eight major air pollutants: · 

 Ground-level ozone 

 PM10  

 PM2.5 

 Carbon monoxide 

 Sulfur dioxide 

 Nitrogen dioxide 

 Ammonia · 

 Lead 
 
Pollutants covered under NAAQS are Sulphur Dioxide (SO2), Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2), Particulate Matter (PM 10, PM 2.5), Ozone (O3), Lead (Pb), Carbon 
Monoxide (CO), Ammonia (NH3), Benzene (C6H6), Benzo(A.Pyrene (BaP), Arsenic 
(As), Nickel (Ni). 
 
96. Consider the following personalities 
1. Karl Benz 
2. Edmond Becquerel 
3. Albert Einstein 
Which of the above personalities have played a role in the success of the 
‘Photovoltaics’ or solar cell technology? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1 and 2 
Ans. B 
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Explanation: A photovoltaic (PV) cell, also known as a solar cell, is an electronic 
component that generates electricity when exposed to photons, or particles of light. 
This conversion is called the photovoltaic effect, which was discovered in 1839 by 
French physicist Edmond Becquerel. photovoltaic cell is made of semiconductor 
materials that absorb the photons emitted by the sun and generate a flow of 
electrons. Photons are elementary particles that carry solar radiation at a speed of 
300,000 kilometers per second. In the 1920s, Albert Einstein referred to them as 
“grains of light”. 
 
97. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Lion tailed macaque’ 
1. Recently it has been added to IUCN endangered list due to its habitat loss. 
2. It is protected under the Schedule I of the Wildlife protection Act 1972. 
3. This species is endemic to the North-eastern Himalayas. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. A 
Explanation: Lion-tailed macaque (Macaca silenus), a primate endemic to small and 
severely fragmented rainforests of the Western Ghats in Karnataka, Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu. Habitat loss has put the lion-tailed macaque in IUCN endangered list for 
the sixth time as per recent updated list. 
 
98. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Arab Peace Initiative’ which 
was in the news recently. 
1. Arab Peace Initiative was proposed by Saudi Arabia and endorsed by the Arab 
League in 2002. 
2. It called for complete boycott of Israel by the Arab countries. 
3. It stated that normalisation of ties between Israel & Arab countries would only 
happen on complete withdrawal of Israel from the territories occupied since 1948. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
Ans. A 
Explanation: The Arab Peace Initiative, proposed by Saudi Arabia in 2002, was 
endorsed by the Arab League in the same year. The proposal calls for normalising 
relations between the Arab world and Israel, in exchange for full Israeli withdrawal 
from the territories it captured in the 1967 war, including the West Bank, Gaza and 
the Golan Heights, a “just settlement” of the Palestinian refugee issue and the 
establishment of a 
Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital. 
 
99. Consider the following statements 
1. Gautama Siddhartha was taken care of, by his mother’s sister Mahaprajapati 
Gautami, after his mother’s death. 
2. King Bindusara was initiated into Buddha’s philosophy in Rajgir, by Lord Buddha 
himself. 
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3. Buddha announced his ‘Nirvana’ during his last sermon at Vaishali. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. C 
Explanation: The Buddha was born into a noble family of the kshatriyas in Lumbini in  
563 BCE according to Buddhist tradition. He was called Siddhartha Gautama in his 
childhood. His father was king Śuddhodana, leader of the Shakya clan in what was 
the growing state of Kosala, and his mother was queen Maya Devi. He was raised by 
his mother's younger sister, Mahapajapati Gotami, after his mother died just seven 
days after childbirth. Rajgir was the capital of Magadh Kingdom. It was here that 
Gautama  Buddha spent several months meditating, and preaching at Gridhra-kuta, 
(Vulture peak). He also delivered some of his famous sermons and initiated king 
Bimbisara 
of Magadha and countless others to Buddhism. It was here that Budhha delivered 
his famous Atanatiya Sutra. 
 
100. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Methane Hydrates’ 
1. It is a crystalline solid that consists of a methane molecule surrounded by a cage 
of 
interlocking water molecules. 
2. It is not found in ice-lands like Antarctica and Siberia. 
3. Increasing global warming is a threat to preservation of this fuel form. 
Choose the correct statements using the codes given below 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. All of the above 
Ans. C 
Explanation: Methane hydrate is a crystalline solid that consists of a methane 
molecule surrounded by a cage of interlocking water molecules. Methane hydrate is 
an "ice" that only occurs naturally in subsurface deposits where temperature and 
pressure conditions are favourable for its formation. Enormous amounts of methane 
hydrate have been 
found beneath Arctic permafrost, beneath Antarctic ice, and in sedimentary deposits 
along continental margins worldwide. If the ice is removed from this 
temperature/pressure environment, it becomes unstable. They cannot be drilled and 
cored for study like other subsurface materials because as they are brought to the 
surface, the pressure is reduced and the temperature rises. This causes the ice to 
melt and the methane to escape. Global warming is also a major reason for melting 
of the permafrost and releasing the methane gas into the atmosphere. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


