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SECTION A
Question 1 – 10 (8 marks, 125 words)
Q 1. Preaching of Guru Nanak had combined the noblest principles of both Hinduism
and Islam, and at the same time discarded the retrograde elements of both religions.
Analyse the statement and discuss its main points.
Structure of answer:

• Write the Introduction with briefly writing about Guru Nanak
Introduction

Body

• Cover common elements of Hinduism and Islam preached by
Guru Nanak and also enlist practices/elements discarded by
him

• Conclude the answer with a comment on Bhakti
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
Guru Nanak (1469-1539), who was born at Nankana Sahib, belonged to Nirguna panth
following monotheistic bhakti. He propagated the values of equality, fraternity and social
justice eclectically choosing the tenets of Hinduism and Islam. Birth of Sikhism itself is the
outcome of the meeting of Hinduism and Islam – and thus it contains elements that are
common both. For Guru Nanak, the central components of the Sikhism were the institution
of Guruship, the leader; the belief in Shabad, the ideology; and the practice of Sangat and
Pangat, the community singing and eating.
Values and practices similar to Hinduism and Islam –




Belief in one God is there, is the root of both Islam and Hinduism. In Islam, it’s said
that there is no god but God. Hinduism, on the other hand, follows avatarvad but
believes in One Supreme.
The doctrine of salvation through disciplined meditation was propagated by Guru
Nanak. Belief in salvation is there in both Hinduism and Islam (doctrine of Karma and
Qayamat)
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His emphasis on Nam Japna (repetition of God's name) as a means to feel the
presence of God around us. Jaap is one of the nav-vidha bhakti in Puranic Hinduism
while in Sufism, there is a lot of emphasis on Zikr.
At the social level, emphasis on brotherhood and pangat is directly an outcome of
Islam while the idea of Sangat was typical of Puranic bhakti tradition.
Along with these common elements, we find Guru Nanak discarded some retrograde
practices followed by these popular religions like –
He did not believe in the idea of prophet or reincarnation. Only Guru was the one
capable of showing the way to salvation. There was direct access to God, and no
intermediaries like ulema or pandits were required.
Guru Nanak condemned slavery and racial discrimination amongst the Muslims in
India while also rejecting the caste system of Hindus.
He did not follow celibacy and monasticism. Believed that one needn’t remain
Brahmachari like other Bhakti and Sufi saints to follow the path of bhakti. Sacred and
secular were not antagonistic for him.
Guru Nanak emphasised on principle of equality and social justice – much more than
any other Sufi or Bhakti saint. Women according to him need to be treated equally,
practice which was not common among Hinduism and Islam. Although such equality
is there at the level of principle in both Hinduism (Advaita Vedanta) and Islam
(Wajahat-al-wajood), it was hardly followed in practice.
Moreover, his Bhakti also created an ideal of a just and ethical society in the form of
utopia of Halemi Raj that had political imports.

Thus we find acceptance of good values and rejection of orthodox principles by Guru Nanak.
It made the teaching of Guru Nanak more suitable as well as widely acceptable.
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Q 2. Climate is a crucial aspect that sustains human life and nurtures civilisations.
How far do you agree that it was climate change that led to the rise as well as the
decline of the Harappan civilisation?

Structure of answer:

• Introduce about the Indus Valley Civilisation
Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Write about the role of climate especially monsoon in the
rise and fall of IVC as well as other factors which
contributed in the growth of IVC and its downfall
• Conclude that fall of such an extensive civilisation is always
multicausal.

Model Answer Points:
Climate, especially the monsoonal climate played a crucial role in the rise of Harappan
civilisation which is its transformation from subsistence-based agrarian community into large
urban centres. Harappan urbanism was dependant on the surplus agriculture producing food
to sustain the cities that acted as spaces of manufacturing, nodes of exchange, seats of
administration and patron of culture. All these were based on an intricately balanced system
where agrarian surplus production was most important which in turn was dependent on
water management techniques as well as rainfall.
Role of climate in the rise of Harappan civilisation:








Early (i.e. 3500 to 2600 BC) and Matured phase (i.e. around 2600 to 1700 BC) of
Harappan civilisation coincided with wet, warm and climatically stable period.
Mature phase coincided with the intensification of monsoon.
Thus good monsoon led to rising in food production which led to surplus food grains
and thus helping in transforming agro-based Sothi culture (as suggested by
archaeologist AN Ghosh) into proto Harappan phase (a term coined by Dr Rafiq
Mughal) found at Amri and Kotdiji along banks of river Indus.
Various water management techniques were utilised by the Harappans but to the
root of all lay the predictable monsoon that made the climate wetter and more
suitable for the crops like wheat and barley.
Surplus food production resulted in revolutionary changes promoting art, craft,
trade and commerce.

Role of climate in the fall of Harappan civilisation:
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There was a change in intensity of Monsoon due to falling in temperature in
Northern hemisphere weakening Indian monsoon.
The decline in monsoon rainfall affected the agriculture of Harappan people and
resulted in fall in rural, urban trade and linkages as the flow of Agri products from
rural to urban areas declined to result in a decline in secondary economic activities
like manufacturing of artefacts.
This resulted in a decline in urban areas beginning with centres of exchange like
Harappa declining first. Thus one finds the crucial role of climate in rise and fall of
civilisation.

However, the argument is not straightforward:






Civilisations as developed and as vast as Harappan cannot have only one reason for
its rise and decline. Such processes are always protracted and multi-causal (social,
political, economic, cultural etc.)
Secondly, there are differing views on the exact nature and extent of climate
change. Some samples of pollen grains and sediments from Rajasthan and Makran
coast indicate certain variation in rainfall over the centuries, but the results are not
conclusive and even contradictory. Extending those results by extrapolation to the
entire Harappan cultural zone by way of mathematical modelling is also not easy.
Thirdly, although both human activity and human psychology are affected by the
climate to a large extent, such sweeping environmental determinism is not a sound
analytical argument. The surplus is not only an agrarian surplus but also a social
surplus wherein the transfer of food from villages to cities is not automatic. It needs
certain prior social changes. Factors of production as well as productivity, though
limited by geography and climate, also require social evolution to take advantage of.
State formation is long drawn social process which is at the root of urbanisation as
well urbanism.

To sum up, the climate was certainly one of the most important factors in both the rise and
fall of Harappan. But its extent is an uncertain proposition in the context of the present
evidence as well as the technology of analysing those evidence. Rise and fall of civilisation
have always been a complex process, as is observed in other Bronze Age collapses in the
other regions of the world.
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Q 3. The Intent behind the introduction of English education in India was not to make
Indians modern but to make them moral. Do you agree? Explain in the context of
Orientalist Anglicist controversy.
Structure of answer:

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Begin with the arrival of colonial modernity in the form of
English education.
• Briefly mentions the Anglicist-Orientalist controversy. Then
divide the answer into two parts. In the first, give arguments in
support of the assertion while in the second enumerate the
additional reasons and counterpoints.
• End with the selective and eclectic nature of modernity that
arrived in India through English education.

Model Answer Points:
The spread of English education during the 19th century created an enlightened middle class
which sowed the seeds of modern India through inspiring freedom struggle. Origin of English
Education in India can be traced back to Anglicist-Orientalist controversy. AnglicistOrientalist controversy Charter Act (1813) had directed East India Company to sanction one
lakh rupees annually for learning and promotion of modern sciences. General committee on
public instruction was formed to discuss the usage of that money.




The Anglicist argued for the use of money for the promotion of modern studies
through the English language. Orientalist argued for an emphasis on expansion of
traditional Indian learning.
Macaulay Minute (1835) decided to use the money for the spread of western
education through the English language alone.

Arguments in favour of the given statement:






Western education was used to imbibe on Indians that their civilisation is morally
inferior. Thus the study of western education would make them moral. This can be
aptly understood by White Man’s Burden Theory which emphasises on making
uncivilised people civilised.
There was need of loyal English educated class which would help to perform
subordinate jobs in administration for company. English educated middle class
would justify British rule.For eg. The role played by early moderates for support
against extremists.
Mass education was ignored by British.
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Scientific and technical education was also largely neglected. For eg. Only one
Education College established by British at Roorkee.
English education was used by Christian Missionaries to spread the moral message
of Christ for religious conversion.
English educated Indians would be target class for British manufactured goods

Arguments against the given statement:







English Education helped to spread modern ideas of Democracy, Liberty, and
Equality etc.
English education helped to get rid of many social evils like Sati, child marriage etc.
and inspired various social reform movements like abolition Pardah, widow
marriage, abolition caste discrimination etc.
English education helped people unite and created national consciousness by
bridging language barriers across the country.
Religious reform movements were inspired. Ex. Raja Ram Mohan Roy attacked
Hindu practices and promoted message from all religions by creating Brahmo Samaj.
English education had many unintended consequences also. A mass movement for
freedom struggle was one major unintended consequence. English education did
help modernise India. But it was not intended by the British. Rather real intent was
to strengthen roots of colonialism through the spread of English education.

Q 4. Bardoli Satyagrah (1928) not only exemplified the Gandhian method of civil
disobedience but also established Sardar Patel as one of the prominent national
leaders of his time. Discuss.
Structure of answer:

• Give a brief introduction to the Bardoli Satyagraha
Introduction

Body

• Explain what you understand by a typical Gandhian method of
civil disobedience. Then discuss how the Bardoli Satyagraha fits
into it.

• Write an appropriate conclusion about Sardar Patel’s role.
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
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Bardoli Taluq of Surat district is known for peasant agitation of 1928 during which
Vallabhbhai Patel was awarded the title of ‘Sardar’ by the people.
Gandhian method of Civil Disobedience:






Active refusal of people to obey laws/taxes/demands which are considered unjust.
It’s a planned activity with step by step escalation of the intensity of opposition.
Nonviolent, brave, consistent opposition without hatred, aimed at not coercion but
changing the mind and heart of the opponent who is not considered as an enemy.
All sections of society – castes, regions, communities, religions, gender, professions,
elite as well peasants – organise and unite in opposition.
Both traditional avenues, as well as modern institutions, are used to register the
protest and express opposition. Thus, two pillars of the Gandhian method are
satyagraha and ahimsa.

Background of Bardoli Satyagraha:


In January 1926, authorities decided to increase the land revenue by 30 per cent.
Congress leaders formed a committee to enquire and found hike unjustified.
Vallabhbhai Patel was called to lead the movement and take up the cause of
farmers.

Bardoli Satyagraha as a Gandhian method of civil disobedience:







Farmers resolved to refuse payment of the revised assessment. I.e. Civil
Disobedience of Unjust laws as it happened in Dandi Satyagraha (1930) led by
Gandhi.
Those who opposed the movement faced social boycott.
Special emphasis was placed on women mobilisation.
K. M. Munshi resigned from Bombay Legislative Council in support of the
movement.
The pressure was built on Government through the disobedience of assessment
which compelled Government to form a committee which found hike unjust and
reduced it to 6 per cent only.

Establishment of Sardar Patel as a prominent national leader:






Before Bardoli Satyagraha, Sardar Patel was part of the no-changers group among
Congress. Another group was Swarajist led by Chittaranjan Das and Motilal Nehru.
No-changers focussed on doing constructive work in villages as per Gandhian ideal.
Bardoli Satyagraha gave Vallabhbhai Patel opportunity to come back to active
politics after years in constructive work.
Exemplary leadership qualities shown by Vallabhbhai Patel was cherished by people
giving him the title of Sardar.
The success of Bardoli Satyagraha inspired other movements and re-established
faith in Gandhian methods.
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Sardar Patel emerged as a popular and prominent leader among congress which played a
prominent role especially in Integration of princely states after Independence. Recently,
Statue of Unity was established in Gujrat to give tribute to Sardar Patel for his contribution
in the freedom struggle. The journey of this real Iron Man can be said to have begun from
his leadership of Bardoli Satyagraha.
Q 5. To what extent the land reforms efforts undertaken by the Government of India
immediately after independence bore fruits? Why do you think its impact was
limited?
Structure of answer:

Introduction

• Begin with the larger purpose behind the land reforms initiative
immediately after independence.

Body

• Analyse the land reforms success and failure under different
subheadings, each representing various components of the land
reforms.

Conclusion

• End on the futuristic note about farmers welfare in the present
context .

Model Answer Points:
Land reforms after Independence were guided by a desire to bring economic development
as well as social justice. These reforms had a popular base as they were preceded by peasant
movements and violent clashes in several parts of the country.
Analysis of land reforms after Independence:
1. Abolition of Intermediaries :





It aimed to eliminate middlemen such as Zamindars and jagirdars to bring cultivators
with a direct relationship with government.
It bore fruits where adequate records and administrative machinery existed, but for
other areas it was a difficult task and needed to build from scratch.
Fixing of payment of compensation was difficult.
Absentee Landlord system was developed to evade land reforms.

2. Land Ceilings:



It aimed to address inequalities in ownership of land.
Land ceiling laws varied across states.
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There were tremendous gaps between expected land redistribution and actual land
redistributed.
Exemptions in ceiling laws were exploited to evade land reforms. Ex Plantations
were exempted from ceilings.
Benami transactions increased.

3. Tenancy Legislations:




These legislations aimed at transfer of ownership rights to tenents and providing
them security of tenure.
Effect of tenancy legislations was limited due to ‘personal cultivation’ exemptions.
In reality position of tenant hardly improve compared to pre-independence.

4. Co-operative farming:




Co-operative farming aimed to address the issue of small landholding and to
improve the status of farmers through increased income.
Co-operative farming although did not get much ground since independence
compared to pre-independence.
Co-operatives in some sectors did become a success. Eg. Amul in Gujrat.

5. Abolition of forced labour:



Abolition of boned labour and other forms of forced labour.
Significant improvement was made in this, but forced labour still exits in some forms
in some states.

6. Social movements like Bhoodan and Gramdan bore some fruits in land reforms initially,
but they failed to have the same impact across the country.
Reasons for the limited impact of land reforms:
1. Land reform was subject in the state list. So there were various discrepancies inlaws. Thus land reforms were not uniform across the country.
2. Many of tenants did not possess land records due to which ownership transfer
became difficult.
3. Politization and corruption led to the failure of land reforms in many states.
4. Exemptions which were given in ceiling laws were used by landlords to retain their
land holdings.
5. Many states delayed land reforms as there was pressure from powerful landlords.
6. Compensation given was not uniform and largely unattractive in many states.
Land Reforms are still incomplete. We need to increase production for food security and
double the farmer income by 2022. Therefore, we need to ensure land reforms through
innovative ideas like Land bank and many more.
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Q 6. Konark temple, a fine piece Odisha School of Architecture, is embellished with
sophisticated and refined iconographical depictions of contemporary life and
activities. Elaborate.
Structure of answer:

Introduction

• Briefly introduce the basics of the Konark Sun Temple and put it
in the context of the Odisha School of architecture.

Body

• Give illustrations and analysis of the sculptural iconography of
the temple and justify its significance and uniqueness.

Conclusion

• Give a generic conclusion about the Konark temple (or Indian
iconographic tradition

Model Answer Points:
Konark Sun Temple is a 13th-century CE sun temple built by king Narasingha Deva I of the
Eastern Ganga Dynasty. The structures and elements that have survived are famed for their
intricate artwork, iconography, and themes, including erotic kama and mithuna scenes. It is
a classic illustration of the Odisha style of Architecture or Kalinga Architecture.
Odisha School of architecture:










The Indian temples are broadly divided into Nagara, Vesara and Dravida styles of
architecture. This style broadly comes under the Nagara style.
In it, basically, a temple is made in two parts, a tower and a hall. The tower is called
deula and the hall is called Jagmohan.
This temple was made essentially according to the regional style, but with a
dramatic difference. Its tower, or deula, and its hall, or jagmohan, were designed to
be a giant chariot for god Surya.
The belief is that Surya rides in his chariot, driven by Aruna, or the dawn, across the
skies each day. The ratha has 24 large wheels, 12 on each side, representing the
months of the year.
The structures are perfectly proportioned and covered with an endless wealth of
sculpture. Architecture and carvings are intrinsically linked in the scheme of an
Indian temple. Conventionally the sculptural iconography is largely informed by
either the patrons (mostly royal) or sectarian religion (Shaiva/Vaishnav etc.).
However, in Konark temple, apart from royal and religious themes there are also
depictions of secular events from the daily life of people – both commoners as well
as elites.
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Examples – contemporary life and activities:
1. It contains stone statues of male and female musicians holding various musical
instruments.
2. Hunting scenes, a caravan of domesticated animals, people carrying supplies on
their head or with the help of a bullock cart, travellers preparing a meal along the
roadside, and festive processions.
3. Girls are shown wringing their wet hair, standing by a tree, looking from a window,
playing with pets, putting on makeup while looking into a mirror, playing musical
instruments such as the vina, chasing away a monkey who is trying to snatch items.
4. Family taking leave of their elderly grandmother who seems dressed for a
pilgrimage, a mother blessing her son.
5. A yogi during a standing asana.
6. King such as one showing him receiving counsel from a guru, where the artists
symbolically portrayed the king as much smaller than the guru, with the king's sword
resting on the ground next to him.
7. Friezes of elephants, marching soldiers
8. Various animals, aquatic creatures and birds.
Konark Sun temple is part of our incredible heritage, and it’s a world heritage site declared
by UNESCO. We need to strengthen the implementation of schemes like HRIDAY and
PRASAD to rejuvenate this site of cultural significance.

Q 7. The colonial government brought much socially progressive legislation. However,
their impact was not only largely limited but, in some cases, also counterproductive.
Analyse with the help of suitable examples.
Structure of answer:

Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Give a brief introduction why legislations were needed to reform
social evils.

• Reasons for the limited impacts of social legislations
Counterproductive effects of these reform measures.

• Write an appropriate conclusion about how legislations became
main causes of the revolt of 1857.

Model Answer Points:
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In the initial years of the 19th century, British sought to change certain ‘unreasonable’
aspects of Hindu society, which did not conform to their new ‘rationalist’ image of a glorious
Indian past. They passed much social progressive legislation to make changes from the
above.









Most of the reform measures largely remained on paper in most cases, as there was
never any attempt to develop a modern social consciousness from the below.
Viceroy’s Council passed the Female Infanticide Act in the year 1870, but the census
authorities reported no decline in the female infanticide rate.
Any reform in our society requires social consent, which cannot be generated by the
power of the colonial state.
The people did not accept many reform initiatives. The Widows’ Remarriage Act
1856 failed to see many widows remarried, that’s why Vidyasagar’s biographer
called it ‘unavoidable defeat’.
Colonisers stereotyped various groups of Indian society and legislation to reform
these sections failed. They stereotyped various peripatetic groups into a colonial
construct called ‘thugs’ and passed an act named the “Thugee” Act (XXX) of 1836.
When Sleeman could not succeed in ending the practice of ‘thugee’, he had to adopt
a more flexible approach.
Colonisers saw Indian people and society through European lens and found slavery
in the agrarian relations in India. British passed the Abolition of Slavery Act 1830,
which had no effect on Indian society for a very long time.

Counter-productive Effects of Some Legislations





Lord Wellesley banned the religious custom of child sacrifice at Sagar Island in the
Bay of Bengal. Though the practice stopped, the less visible social practice of female
infanticide increased.
The practice of Sati declined gradually after the government regulation of 1829, the
idea and the myth of Sati persisted in popular culture.
The idea became so popular through ballads and folktales that it became an act of
valour when it reappeared in the social arena.

Therefore, the idea of reform through legislation had very limited impact on Indian society.
These legislations were seen by the people as the interference of the British in Indian social
life and became one of the main causes of the revolt of 1857.
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Q 8. The tribal movement in the colonial times was not always a spontaneous and
scattered uprising of poorly armed people. Its character was constantly evolving.
Explain.
Structure of answer:

• Context of tribal movements.
Introduction

• The Evolving character of the tribal movements.
Body

• Summary of the tribal movements in India.
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
Tribal movements of colonial India are the product of the establishment of British rule and
the advent of its non-tribal agents in the tribal area. The process of colonisation changed the
character of Indian peasant economy from ‘subsistence ethic’ based to a ‘capitalist ethic’
based, meaning the creation of private property rights in land and the customary production
relationship was replaced by contract. New forest regulation of the British appeared as the
encroachment of their natural rights.
Evolving Character of the Tribal Movement
1. The rebellions normally began at the point where the tribal felt so oppressed that
they felt they had no alternative but to fight. This often took the form of
spontaneous attacks on outsiders, looting their property and expelling them from
their villages. British called it a law and order problem and identified tribal as
primitive savages resisting civilisation, e.g. Chaur Uprising.
2. After this phase, they went for social banditry involving the assassination of the local
zamindars, e.g. Lodhas of Midnapore.
3. The next phase was of extremist acts with ideas of vengeance and justice, e.g. Lushai
Kuki’s headhunting movement in Sylhet and Cacher.
4. The most important phase of the tribal movement was of mass insurrection phase.
In this phase, tribal planned the revolt one or two years before. The Santhal
movement of 1855-56 is one of the examples of this phase. In this phase, the
utopian idea of a “Golden Age” became popular among tribal.
5. In the last decades of the 19th century, the political consciousness of the tribal
became stronger, and they were able to identify their opponent or enemy. The
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leaders planned for the movement and mobilised people by religious and political
causes, e.g. Munda Revolt by Birsa Munda.
6. However, in all these phases the use of the weapon was primitive, and they mainly
used bow and arrow, axes and spears.
Therefore, the tribal movements were not only spontaneous and scattered uprising of
poorly armed people rather these were the product of the rational political consciousness of
the tribal people. In the 20th Century, tribal revolt or movement became integrated with the
freedom struggle (Rampa rebellion during the Non-Cooperation Movement and Rani
Gaidinliu) and their activities increased during important national movements.

Q 9. Revolutionary extremism by a few braveheart Indians was looked upon as
terrorism by the British and as ill-conceived patriotism by some mainstream
nationalists. What were the advantages and limitations of such a method of resisting
and overturning colonial rule?
Structure of answer:

• Start by briefly describing Revolutionary Extremists/Extremism.
Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Write significance and limitation of Revolutionary Extremism in
the Indian freedom struggle.

• Comment on the relationship between the revolutionary
extremism and the ‘mainstream’ anti-colonial movement.

Model Answer Points:
Revolutionary Extremism was an ideology adopted by some freedom fighters to fight against
mighty British rule. Revolutionary extremism, as against the non-violence principle of
Mahatma Gandhi, believed in the cult of bomb and pistol to uproot British imperialism from
Indian soil. Such Revolutionary Extremists elicited a ruthless reaction from the British
colonial apparatus and elicited an entire spectrum of response from Indians.




Revolutionary extremism in the form of armed struggle against the British evolved
over the years.
It started with a revolt led by Vasudev Balwant Phadke to individual heroic action
and culminated in the Indian National Army.
The modus operandi of such an action also varied – from individual political action
to take revenge of or to terrorise the British officials (in case of secret groups of
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revolutionaries), to organised attempts at mass insurrection (like Ghadr movement)
or from attempts to create the ‘deaf’ hear Indian voice (in case of Bhagat Singh) to
full scale war (like INA).
The ideology of such action also evolved over time – from individual social banditry
to inspiration from Hindu revivalism to Socialism and even to complete pragmatism
(in the case of Subhash Bose).
However, in all these actions – individual or collective – the common element was a
belief in the use of violent means. The British termed as terrorists and dealt with
them ruthlessly – many of them were killed in encounters, sent to kalapani or
hanged to death.

The significance of Revolutionary Extremism:









Revolutionary Extremism provided an alternative and sometimes complementary
method along with methods adopted by Moderates of petition and prayer and of
passive resistance by Extremists among Congress.
Braveheart revolutionary extremists and their sacrifice installed patriotism and zeal
for contribution towards independence of motherland among common Indians.
Kept freedom struggle continuous phase as and when there was visible specificity in
the struggle by Congress. We find growth in revolutionary activities after suspension
of the Non Cooperation Movement. This made the task of British difficult as there
were many enemies to be dealt with. Even Women played a leadership role under
Revolutionary extremism, especially under Communists.
Chatri Sangha revolutionary association was founded by Kalyani Das. Even outside
India revolutionaries made people aware about inhumane British colonialism and
gathered the support of Indians living outside India. Leaders like Lala Hardayal and
Subhash Chandra Bose played important role in it.
The atmosphere was created to such an extent that even Mahatma Gandhi and
Nehru praised the sacrifices of revolutionary leaders.

Limitations of Revolutionary extremism:







Little tangible gains
Mass contact was limited
Not successful in politically activating masses.
Sometimes common citizens had to bear problems as Britishers dealt with an iron
hand to tackle the challenge of these leaders.
Suppression and oppression of revolutionary activities with extreme ruthlessness
were carried out to instil fear among ordinary Indians.
Even few instances of religious affinity in such activities made it non-inclusive and
leading to the success of British Divide and Rule policy.

Thus, we find Revolutionary Extremism providing support to National freedom but few
instances also highlighting its ineffectiveness and thus divergence from mainstream national
freedom struggle. But overall such leaders contributed immensely in breaking psychological
bondage to Colonialism and made British to leave India in 1947.
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Q 10. Struggle for India's independence was not restricted to the only domestic
arena. Indian diaspora spread all over the world participated in it. Identify the major
contribution of the diaspora in liberating India from the colonial yoke.
Structure of answer:

• Talk briefly about the struggle for independence
Introduction

Body

• Discuss contribution from Indian diaspora in India's freedom
covering Europe, America and Asia

Conclusion

• Conclude with a comment on the overall nature of the anticolonial struggle.

Model Answer Points:
India's struggle for freedom was a long drawn out struggle encompassing regional as well as
national movements of various kinds and also a contribution from Indians living abroad.
Indian diaspora contributed immensely to the cause of independence through economic,
military and psychological support. Various leaders and movements contributed to the
independence of India.








Diverse ideologies like moderates, extremists, revolutionaries etc. and mass
movements like Civil Disobedience made British rule in India difficult. This struggle
for independence gained support from outside India as well. Indian diaspora during
the colonial times was a distinct creation of the British colonial economic structure.
Some of it also consisted of elite Indian class that went to the European capitals of
the time.
On the other hand, there was also small but an increasing number of rising Indian
upper middle class that was aspiring to find their place.
All these people were exposed to different aspects of colonial modernity as well as
the socio-political culture of their destination region. All these shaped their
willingness, ability and access to contribute to the cause of India’s independence.
The participation of Indians abroad was of various types – some lobbied for India’s
independence with the foreign government, some tries to sensitise the people and
generate empathy among and collect funds for the cause of India, some became
aware of various political developments in the Europe/Japan/America and tried to
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use them, while were exposed to the various ideological developments over the
world and tried to bring those to India.
Examples:
1. Dadabhai Naoroji got entry into the London Parliament, and there he tried to argue
Indian cause.
2. Organisations like India House and Indian Independence committees were formed
to make Indians and other countrymen aware about the depredations carried out by
British colonists in India. India House in London by Shyamji Krishna Varma and other
such groups provided training and support to groom freedom fighters. Veer Savarkar
and other leaders were the outcome of such groups.
3. Armed struggle was also promoted by Indian diaspora. Ghadar movement from San
Francisco was led by leaders like Lala Hardayal and Sohan Singh Bhakna. Similarly,
Azad Hind Fauj was formed by Mohan Singh and Rash Behari Bose to invade British
India and liberate her from the colonial yoke.
4. Mahatma Gandhi himself was a part of diaspora for over a decade and developed
his tools of political movements for the cause of diaspora first before employing
them in India.
5. There were many NRIs who came back to India and led the movements to include
various names like Sardar Patel, Yogi Aurobindo, Chacha Nehru, Subhash Babu,
Barrister Jinnah, Dr Ambedkar – all of them had spent some years abroad before
coming to the national scene.
In this way, India diaspora contributed to India's freedom struggle making British colonialism
militarily and morally untenable and thus eventually leaving India by 1947.
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Section B
Question 11 – 20 (12 marks, 200 words)
Q 11. Decline of Buddhism in the post-Gupta era was a complex process with multiple
factors and forces at work. Elaborate.

Structure of answer:

• Write the Introduction with briefly writing about Buddhism
Introduction

• Cover Multiple factors and forces responsible for its decline
Body

• Conclude the answer with a comment on Decline of Buddhism
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
Buddhism encompasses a variety of traditions, beliefs and spiritual practices largely based
on original teachings of Buddha and resulting interpreted philosophies.
Decline of Buddhism in the post-Gupta era was a complex process because there was not a
single but multiple factor. Also, it was not a spontaneous, rather a gradual process. Decline
was due to various internal as well as external factors.
Multiple factors and forces responsible for its decline:
1. Corruptions in Buddhist Sanghas: In course of time, the Buddhist Sangha‘ became
corrupt. The monks and followers came to be drawn towards luxury and enjoyment.
They came to lead a life of indiscipline. Their perverted life-style bring popular
hatred.
2. Reform in Hinduism:
 Hinduism, which focused on the worship of deities like Shiva and Vishnu, became
more popular among the common people while Buddhism, being focused on
monastery life, got disconnected from public life.
 The rites and rituals of Hinduism were simplified. It also incorporated Buddhist
principle of non- violence and accepted Buddha as a Hindu incarnation.
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3. Division among the Buddhists: Division into various splinter groups like Hinayana‘,
Mahayana‘, Vajrayana‘, Tantrayana‘ and Sahajayana‘ led Buddhism to lose its
originality. Also the influence of tantricism made people hate it. The simplicity of
Buddhism was lost and it was becoming complex.
4. Use of Sanskrit Language: The simple and spoken Pali and Prakrit language was
replaced by complex Sanskrit language. So, few people were able to understand it.
5. Role of Hindu Preachers: Adi Shankaracharya revived and strengthened Hinduism.
He defeated Buddhist scholars in religious discourses in course of his tour of the
whole of India.
6. Rifts in Buddhist Order: The decline of Buddhism came in the absence of dynamic
preachers and reformers. The earlier examples of Ananda, Sariputta and
Maudgalayana became very rare.
7. Buddha Worship: Mahayana Buddhists started worshipping the image of the
Buddha. This mode of worship was a violation of the Buddhist principles of opposing
complex rites and rituals of Brahminical worship. This paradox led the people to
believe that Buddhism is tending towards the fold of Hinduism
8. Loss of Royal Patronage: No king, worthy of note, came forward to sponsor
Buddhism after Asoka, Kaniska and Harsavardhan.
9. Huna Invasion: Huna leaders like Toamana and Mihirakula opposed non-violence
completely. They killed the Buddhists residing in the north-western part of India.
This frightened the Buddhists of the region either to give up Buddhism or go into
hiding.
10. Emergence of Rajputs: Kings of such dynasties as Bundela, Chahamana, Chauhan,
Rathore etc. were militant rulers and loved warfare. The Buddhists feared
persecution from these rulers and fled from India.
11. Islamic Invasion: Their invasions of India became regular and repeated from 712 A.D.
onwards. Such invasions forced the Buddhist monks to seek asylum and shelter in
Nepal and Tibet.
12. Disintegration of central power: This fragmentation of power into feudal kingdoms
was detrimental for Buddhism, as royal support shifted towards other communities
and Brahmins developed a strong relationship with Indian states.
13. Economic factors: Buddhist monasteries with large land grants focused on nonmaterial pursuits. Loss in internal discipline in the sangha, and a failure to efficiently
operate the land they owned, resulted in losing the control of land revenue by them.
Thus, the decline of Buddhism in the post-Gupta era was a complex process with multiple
factors and forces at work.
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Q 12. What are the distinctive characteristics of Indian classical dances? Elaborate in
detail on the features of Sattriya dance?

Structure of answer:

• Introduce about the Indian Classical Dances.
Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Write about the distinctive characteristics of Indian
classical dances and about Sattriya dance

• Conclude by giving example of some contemprory dance
artist possibly one who is in news recently.

Model Answer Points:
The principle of Indian classical dances is derived from the Bharata Muni's famous work
"Natya Shastra". There are 8 Indian classical dances namely Bharatnatyam, Kuchipudi,
Kathakali, Mohiniattam, Odissi, Manipuri, Kathak and Sattriya.
Distinctive characteristics of the Indian classical dances are:
1. They are governed by the basic rules and guidelines laid down in the Natya Shastra.
2. The Guru-Shisya parampara forms the basic core of these dance forms.
3. They are called as complete art as it encompasses other art forms too i.e. music,
sculpture, poetry and drama.
4. All these forms can be classified into two different dance categories viz. lasya and
tandava. Strong or masculine ‘tandava’ is related to the god Shiva‘s creative and
destructive cosmic dance, while graceful or feminine’ lasya’ is said to have been
created by Shiva‘s spouse, the goddess Parvati.
5. The Natyashastra gives four different styles of natya or stylised acting: (1) the
graceful, (2) the energetic, (3) the grand, and (4) the verbal.
6. Every dance consists of Mudra (poses) and Rasa. There are total 108 Mudras and 9
Rasas. The 9 rasas are sorrow, happiness, anger, fear, disgust, wonder, peace,
courage and compassion.
7. An act in these dances is broken into 3 basic elements namely Nritta (basic dance
steps), Natya (dramatic representation) and Nritya (combination of Nritta and
Natya).
8. They contain elements of all 4 vedas in the form of Natya veda:
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 Pathya (words) taken from Rigveda
 Abhinya (gestures) taken from Yajurveda
 Geet (music) from Samaveda
 Rasa (emotions) from Atharveda
9. The facial muscles, eyes, eyebrows, etc., are trained and developed as consistently
as the body, hands, and feet. Facial technique is central to the expression of the rasa
mood.
Sattriya Dance: The Sattriya dance form was introduced in the 15th century A.D by the great
Vaishnava saint and reformer of Assam, Mahapurusha Sankaradeva as a powerful medium
for propagation of the Vaishnava faith. It derives its name from the Vaishnava monastries
known as Sattras.
Features of the dance are:
1. It is a fusion of mainly two dance forms prevalent in Assam, viz. Ojapali and Devdasi.
2. The Sattriya dance form can be placed under 2 categories; Paurashik Bhangi, which
is the masculine style and Stri Bhangi‘, which is the feminine style.
3. There are various musical instruments used in this dance, some of which include
Khol (drum), Bahi (flute), Violin, Tanpura, Harmonium and Shankha (Conch Shell).
The songs composed by Shankardeva known as Borgeets are sung to accompany
dancing.
4. The one feature of this dance which stands out is the costume and the entire
ensemble that looks like a unification of various colours. Pat Silk and Muga Silk are
the two kinds of sarees used by the dancers.
5. A large red bindi on the forehead, dark kohled eyes stretched to form dramatic
looking eyes, red or coral coloured lips and flowers to adorn the hair are some of the
basic embellishments used during dancing.
6. A mix of Gold and Silver jewellery is used, which forms a head gear, waist belt,
earrings and heavy neckpieces.
7. The dance is generally performed in group by male monks (called as Bhokots) as part
of the daily rituals.
8. Sattriya dance tradition is governed by strictly laid down principles in respect of
hastamudras, footworks, aharyas, music etc.
9. It consists of two distinctly separate streams-the Gayan-Bhayanar Nach and the
Kharmanar Nach.
10. The dance has devotional aspect and the Sattriya recitals narrates mythological
stories of Vishnu.
Usha Rani Baishya, who is a popular Sattriya expert across Assam, has graced this age-old
dance technique in several shows which have also strengthened the popularity of this dance
style.
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Q 13. American contribution in the post-war reconstruction of Europe has been
phenomenal. Explain the role of the Marshal Plan in this context.

Structure of answer:

• Begin with the role of America and definition of Marshal Plan .
Introduction

Body

• Write about the American contribution in the post-war
reconstruction of Europe and the role of the Marshal Plan

• Present situation of Marshal Plan.
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
USA provided major economic aid Post World War II to affected countries in Europe, Asia
(Japan, China, Philippines, Israel, India etc). The aid to Europe was known as Marshall Plan.
Officially European Recovery Program, it was passed in April 1948 under President Truman.
It was the brainchild of US Secretary of State George C. Marshall
1. Situation of Europe Post World War II:





Millions killed, wounded in the war, atrocities like Holocaust etc
Leading industrial and cultural centres destroyed-UK, France etc.
Transportation-railways, roads, bridges, ports-suffered extensive damage
Agriculture, food production had drastically declined, threats of famine

2. Aims of Marshall Plan:





To rehabilitate the economies of Southern and western European countries (France,
W. Germany, Belgium, UK, etc) by reconstructing cities, industries, infrastructure;
removing trade barriers between European neighbours; fostering commerce
between US and these countries; boosting agriculture and meeting immediate needs
of food, housing, medicine
Prevent the spread of communism
Creating stable conditions for democratic institutions to survive, by ensuring
―individual liberty, free institutions and genuine independence

3. Methods:
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Economic Cooperation Administration (ECA), a specially created bureau, distributed
around $13 billion (about 5% USA's GDP at that time) worth of economic aid from
1948-1952, majority as direct grants and rest as loans. Major industrial powers like
France, UK were given larger amounts as they were deemed to be essential for
overall recovery of Europe

4. Impact:










Economically very successful - countries experienced a rise of 15-25% in their GNP,
rapid renewal of the chemical, engineering, and steel industries (industrial
production increased by 35%); increase in trade and exports. By end of 1952,
economic growth had surpassed pre-war levels.
Dramatic rise in standard of living of people-poverty, starvation disappeared
Political impact:
Communist parties lost influence in these countries. After Czechoslovakia, no
country fell to communism
Sighted as beginning of the Cold War between USA and USSR (Molotov Plan as an
answer to Marshall Plan)
Paved the way for the formation of EU
Catalyst for the formation of military alliance-NATO-in 1949
CIA received 5% of funding to establish "front" businesses and further US interest in
the region.

Some critics suggest that its role in European reconstruction is exaggerated, as a general
recovery was already underway. Today, "Marshall Plan" has become a metaphor for any
very large-scale government program. Thus, it was a laudable initiative by USA to boost the
European reconstruction. George Marshall received Nobel Peace Prize in 1953 in recognition
of this work.
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Q14. The Revolt of 1857 was “Neither first nor war of Independence.” Comment. Also
throw light on the steps taken by the English empire to control the after effects.

Structure of answer:

• Give a brief introduction about The Revolt of 1857
Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Explain if you agree or disagree that The Revolt of 1857 was
“Neither first nor war of Independence.” Also write about the
steps taken by the English empire to control the after effects

• Write an appropriate conclusion justifying your stand on the
given statement.

Model Answer Points:
Revolt of 1857 was the first serious challenge to East India Company's rule. The cumulative
effect of British expansionist policies, economic exploitation and administrative innovations
over the years ahead adversely affected the position of all- rulers, peasants, artisans etc.
Why the revolt was neither first nor war of independence?
Neither First –


Before the revolt of 1857, there had been many sepoy mutinies, peasant revolts.
Example Sanyasi revolt (1763-1800), Rangpur rebellion 1783 etc. All the segments
that participated in the revolt had their specific grievances which they sought to
redress.

Nor war of independence




The motives of segments of Indian society that participated in the revolt had been
material interest and religious considerations and in very few cases the rulers were
motivated by the disinterested and patriotic motive of freeing the country of foreign
rule.
The idea of nationalism was emerging in the country though the imagination did not
crystalize to a point that people would fight with the idea of a modern nation-state.
Various groups engaged in the revolt had their own reasons and they wanted to
establish preBritish rule in their areas.
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The popular support of the revolt remained limited to the Upper India alone. The
revolt did not get support of the middle class and the regions which benefited from
the British rule.
The rulers of princely states as a whole kept aloof and helped the British fearing to
risk what they have managed to retain.

However, there have been some other views also based on differing interpretation of revolt
of 1857.





For the first time there was concerted action against the British by the various
sections of the society. In earlier revolts and uprisings few sections mainly peasants,
tribal or sepoys participated in theUprising.
During the revolt of 1857, we find greater spread temporally and spatially, earlier
uprisings were mainly sporadic, localized and short lived in nature.
It cannot be denied that the Rebels of 1857 had the conception of nation in the
modern sense of the term. Unlike the earlier peasant revolts there was greater
interconnection between the territories, there was coordination and communication
between the Rebels from different parts.

Steps taken by the English Empire to control the After Effects.








Queen Victoria after being proclaimed sovereign of India, issued a proclamation
which promised religious toleration and proposed to govern Indians according to
their established customs and traditions.
Victorian liberalism faded away and was replaced by conservative liberalism which
rested upon the principle of non-interference in Indian society and upon the solid
support of conservative and aristocratic classes.
The Army was reorganized on the balance- counterpoise principle after it was held
to be the main culprit behind the mutiny.
The princely states were assured of protection from annexation in the Queen‘s
proclamation as a reward for their valuable services to the British during the revolt.
British government assumed direct control of India by ending the rule of EIC, a
cabinet member of the British parliament was to be Secretary of State for India.

Thus, the revolt of 1857, although a failure, created a tradition of resistance against the
British. This was to be appropriated by the national movement later as a symbol of struggle
against the foreign rule.
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Q 15. Industrial revolution in Germany followed a distinct path of its own instead of
imitating the British template. Elaborate.

Structure of answer:

• Begin with the Industrial Revolution.
Introduction

• Give stages of German Industrial Revolution.
Body

Conclusion

• How German Industrial Revolution is differnt from
BritishIndustrial Revolution.

Model Answer Points:
Industrial Revolution was characterized using machines and new technology to expedite the
manufacturing process. This transition to new manufacturing process included increasing
use of steam power, rise of factory system, new iron production processes etc.
Industrial Revolution in Germany –
Despite having huge coal reserves located in the areas of Saar, Ruhr etc and iron deposits in
the areas of Harz mountains, Upper Silesia; Germany lagged Britain, France etc before 1850.
Before its unification in 1871 Germany was divided into dozens of small states which made a
concerted effort towards industrialization difficult. From 1830s and 1840s German states like
Prussia, Saxony etc started reorganizing agriculture by introducing high yielding crops like
potatoes etc. With the railroad development in the 1840s IR got a significant boost in
Germany. Zollverein - The customs union of German states under the leadership of Prussia
helped in fiscal and economic integration of various states before unification. After the
unification in 1871 the German government played a powerful role in industrialization of
Germany.
How industrial revolution in Germany followed a distinct path of its own instead of imitating
the British template.


German banks played Central role in financing German industry by forming cartels in
different industries. The cartel contract was illegal in Britain but they were legal in
Germany.
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After the German unification in 1871 the government stimulated consolidation,
nationalization into state owned companies, where is in Britain capitalists were the
main driving force behind the industrial revolution.
Imperialism played an important part in Britain's industrial revolution, it drew
heavily on its colonies for the raw materials for industrial revolution. where is in
Germany it was mainly brought about by indigenous raw materials.
At later stage in 20th century German industrialization was motivated by Extreme
nationalism, but in Britain it was mainly motivated by the profit motive.
Enclosure Movement in Britain Freed up a lot of labour but it was not witnessed in
Germany on such a large scale.

Thus, Germany emerged as one of the leading industrialized Nations in the 20th century
surpassing Britain and France. After heavy devastation in World War 2 Germany recover
quickly within two to three decades and regained its position as a leader in automobiles and
Chemicals Industry.

Q 16. Trace the evolution of Dalit movement and changes in the ideologies of it in the
post independent India.

Structure of answer:

• Briefly introduce the word Dalit and about Dalit movement.
Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Give Factors responsible for the rise of the modern Dalit
movement and Evolution of Dalit Movements in Independent
India.

• Give a way forward with what government can do for upliftment
of deprived classes.

Model Answer Points:
Dalit is an acquired political identity and an umbrella term to bring all the marginalised caste
groups, given ritually impure social status, to eliminate the caste hierarchy among them.
Dalit movement refers to the struggle of a community to reassert its identity and lay claim to
the rights that were denied to them for centuries. The origin of the modern Dalit movement
can be traced back to the 19th century when Dalits began making efforts to change their
lives, as a result of which, their concerns and aspirations began to be taken seriously.
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Factors responsible for the rise of the modern Dalit movement are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Military Service
Dalit Reform Movements
Dalit Education
Conversions
Missionary Activity
Islamic Revivalism
Hindu Reformers.

Evolution of Dalit Movements in Independent India












Ambedkar Era: Dr B.R. Ambedkar emerged as a major leader of Depressed Classes by
late 1920s. He formed All Indian Scheduled Caste Federation in 1942. He called for
democratic politics for the emancipation of Dalits in the independent India and
established the Republican Party of India.
In 1956, Ambedkar reverted to his position of "conversion being necessary" after
experiencing the failures of constitutional guarantees and led around 6 million Dalits
to become Buddhists (reservation was not denied to Buddhists as they were to
Christians and Muslims), thus giving rise to a Dalit Buddhist movement (also known
as Neo-Buddhist movement). It radically reinterpreted Buddhism and created a new
school of Buddhism called Navayana-it rejected Hinduism, its caste system as well as
traditional Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana sects of Buddhism. After his death in
1956, the movement saw many clashes and splits, and mostly merged with the
Congress.
Post-Ambedkar Movement: In the initial Phase, these movements also tried for
democratisation of democracy by the inclusion of Dalit representatives in the
legislature.
In 1972, Dalit Panthers emerged in Maharashtra. It mixed the ideology of Marx and
Buddhism, being militant and radical in its outlook. It leaned ideologically on
Ambedkar's thought (destroy the caste system), and its support base comprised
mainly youth and students in urban centres.
Dalit Panthers led a renaissance in Marathi literature, art and politics. This
movement popularised the use of the term as a political identity, said the word
‘Dalit‘ denotes a sense of pride. Their demands included effective implementation of
reservation, abolition of untouchability etc. Due to their sustained efforts, Govt
enacted the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989. By the 1980s, clashes started emerging and most factions joined Congress
over time.
In the 1980s, the Bahujan Samaj Party emerged in North India under the leadership
of Kansiram. He understood Dalit as a community which is racially subjugated,
economically exploited, culturally marginalised and politically untouchable in the
realms of power. Therefore, his strategy was to capture power from elites to
emancipate Dalits.
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Though in theory, "Bahujan" identity encompasses all the SCs, STs, BCs, OBCs and
religious minorities other than ‘Dalit‘, in practice it has become a Dalit-based party.
It declared electoral power as its basic aim and strategy, with an often-abusive
stance towards upper castes in general. It has sufficient electoral base among SCs in
UP, Punjab, MP. However, it could not provide a social milieu for Dalits.
Mayawati created a new imaginative community of ‘Sarvajan’, where antagonistic
castes came under one umbrella and in 2007, it came to power in UP on its own
without support from other parties, making it a first-ever achievement of its kind,
with Mayawati taking oath as CM.
Creation of a Counterculture: During the decades of 1970s and 1980s, Dalit
movement tried to reassert their identity through Dalit literatures. Through these
literary works, they wanted to define authentic ‘Dalit Consciousness’ and the
aspirations and deprivations of the community. Its main regions of development are
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh e.g. Joothan by Om Prakash Valmiki and
the foundational Work Poisoned Bread.
Contemporary Development: Bhim Army in Uttar Pradesh is working for the
emancipation of Dalits through education. It runs around three hundred fifty schools
in the state and organises protests against the atrocities on Dalit community.
The development of ‘Dalit Capitalism’ is another trend e.g. Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

Organised political mobilisation in the form of BSP has given a sense of self-confidence to
the Dalit community. However, that empowerment needs to find expression in a new
manifesto extending beyond reservations and quotas, to make Dalits equal partners in
India‘s development story. In the light of deepening caste fissures in the country and
continued exploitation of the Dalits, the government needs to bring forward policies and
laws for their upliftment and protection, only then can true empowerment of this
historically excluded social group can happen.
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Q 17. Discuss the thought of Raja Ram Mohan Roy on Caste system, Status of women,
mode of education and industrialization of India.

Structure of answer:

• Give a brief introduction about Raja Ram Mohan Roy.
Introduction

Body

Conclusion

• Write about contributions of Raja Ram Mohan Roy towards
Caste system, Status of women, mode of education and
industrialization of India.
• Write an appropriate conclusion about other social reformers
who came after Raja Ram Mohan Roy and carried his work
further.

Model Answer Points:
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, known as “Father of Modern India”, is considered as the pioneer of
modern Indian Renaissance for the remarkable reforms he brought in the 18th and 19th
century India. He worked relentlessly for social, religious, intellectual and political
regeneration of Indian society which was at that time caught in vicious web of religious
superstition, social obscurantism and deplorable social conditions especially of women and
Dalits.
Caste system:




The influence of caste system which perpetuated social distinctions and restricted
social mobility was recognized by Ram Mohan Roy as an urgent area of reform.
Atmiya Samaj in 1814 and later Brahmo Samaj in 1828, voiced against the rigidities
of caste system. According to Roy, democratic society was possible only if caste
system was eliminated.
He believed that caste system was ‘doubly evil‘- it created inequality and divided
people and deprived them of patriotic feeling. For Roy, the rigidities of caste system,
he declared, has been source of want of unity among us. Thus, for him, aim of social
reform was also associated with political upliftment.

Status of women:


As a firm believer of Human dignity and social equality, Roy led a determined
crusade against practice of Sati, which included appealing to reason, humanity,
textual disapproval and petitions to government. As a result, in 1829, the practice of
Sati was made illegal by British government.
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He condemned subjugation of women and opposed the prevailing idea that women
were inferior to men in intellect or in a moral sense. To raise status of women, he
demanded the right of inheritance and property for women.

Mode of education:




Ram Mohan Roy believed in modern, scientific, rational, British style education. He
pressed for substitution of English for Persian as official language. However, he
advocated use of vernacular for spreading modern education. For Roy, modern
education was an indispensable tool to transform society.
He had great respect for traditional philosophical system of East but at same time
believed that modern culture alone could help regenerate Indian society. He wanted
India to learn from west but this learning was to be an intellectual and creative
process through which Indian culture and thought were to be renovated and not an
imposition of western culture on India. For this, he set up Hindu college at Calcutta
in collaboration with David Hare in 1817 to disseminate modern education. In 1826,
he set up Vedanta college which combined his monotheistic doctrines with western
education, in a synthesis of Western and Indian learning.

Industrialization of India:




Raja Ram Mohan Roy wanted the introduction of modern capitalism and industry in
country. However, he believed that it should be done by the permanent settlement
of the British entrepreneurs in the country with the help of Indian skill force. So that
the reinvestment of the profit earned by the Britishers will accelerate the pace of
development of industries in India.
He supported the import of the British goods in the country. Further, he welcomed
foreign capital in the country for the development of industries. Raja Ram Mohan
Roy was the brightest star in Indian sky during the 1st half of 19th century.

His contribution in terms of reform of Hinduism, support for women rights, attack on caste
system paved way for even more reforms in Indian society to be carried out in 2nd half of
19th century by reformers like Dayanand Saraswati. Rammohan Roy‘s contribution to
synthesis of thought of East and West was finally crystallized by Swami Vivekananda. Roy‘s
views on freedom of press, emphasis on rationality and representation of rise of national
consciousness truly makes him first great leader of modern India.
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Q18. The sixth century BCE is often regarded as a major turning point in early Indian
history. It is an era associated with early states, cities, and the growing use of iron, the
development of coinage, new religions among others. Elaborate.
Structure of answer:

Introduction

• Briefly introduce socio-economic condition of 6th century BCE
India.

• Reasons for it to be a major turning point in early Indian history.
Body

Conclusion

• Give summary of the sixth century BCE and relate it with the
statement.

Model Answer Points:
Sixth century BC is regarded as turning point for Indian history as it was the age that Iron Age
started in India. This increased economic prosperity and technological development. It was
the time when religious and spiritualism thoughts grew in the form of Shramana tradition.
Developments during 6th century BCE:











It witnessed the growth of diverse systems of thought, including Buddhism and
Jainism. Early Buddhist and Jain texts mention sixteen states known as
mahajanapadas.
Each mahajanapada had a capital city, which was often fortified. Maintaining these
fortified cities as well as providing for incipient armies and bureaucracies required
resources.
From sixth century BCE onwards, Brahmans began composing Sanskrit texts known
as the Dharmasutras. These laid down norms for rulers as well as for other social
categories, who were ideally expected to be Kshatriyas
Emergence of literary sources: Many religious texts like Mahabharata, Ramayana,
Darmashastra and many other sacred texts emerged during this period
Some states acquired standing armies and maintained regular bureaucracies. Others
continued to depend on militia, and recruited, more often than not, from the
peasantry.
Magadha was a region where agriculture was especially productive. Besides, iron
mines (in present-day Jharkhand) were accessible and provided resources for tools
and weapons.
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Elephants, an important component of the army, were found in forests in the
region.The Ganga and its tributaries provided a means of cheap and convenient
communication.
Growing empires led to introduction of coinage which further increased trade and
commerce.
Thus, all these factors combined with development of better weapons led to
establishment of empires like Nandas of Patliputra.
The sixth century B.C. is regarded as an important epoch of world history. The time
before that century is described as the pre-historic age. From sixth century B.C.,
however historical evidences came to exist.
It was in the sixth century B.C. that there lived in India the founders of two great
religions of mankind. They were Mahavira Jina and Gautama Buddha, the founders
of Jainism and Buddhism.
Enough of literature came to be written about Jina and Buddha and about their
religions. Though the Jaina and the Buddhist literature were religious in character,
yet they contained much information about political and social conditions of that
time. History could be written from those literary sources.

It was the rise of Jainism and Buddhism which made the sixth century B.C. great and
glorious. It was from that century that the political condition of ancient India began to take a
clear shape. Several kingdoms came to exist at that time. Attempts were also made to build
bigger kingdoms by uniting larger areas of the country. That added importance to sixth
century B.C.

Q 19. Industrial Revolution would not have been possible without a revolution in
agriculture. Critically comment.

Structure of answer:

• Briefly introduce Industrial Revolution .
Introduction

Body

• Discuss the improvements in agriculture which preceded the
industrial revolution in England. Describe the specific changes
in England which helped the industrial revolution

• Conclude with giving your view on the given statement.
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
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Industrial Revolution began in England and soon spread to Continental Europe and North
America. It roughly corresponds to a period between 1750 to 1860. The first major industry
to taste the Industrial revolution was Textile Industry. However, it was the Agricultural
Revolution in England that eventually paved the way for Industrial Revolution.
There was a revolution in agriculture which preceded the industrial revolution. This
revolution included:




New farm machinery such as steel plough and harrow for breaking ground,
mechanical drill for seeding, the horse-drawn cultivator and new machines for
reaping and threshing
Adoption of intensive manuring and practice of crop rotation

In England, an enclosure movement had led to consolidation of large farms for large landowners. The strips of land that lay scattered about the village were so consolidated that the
land-holders could hold all their land in one place. In doing so, the big land-holders unfairly
got possession of the peasant’s small holding along with his own. The big land-holders also
took over the common meadow in a village leaving small land-owners and tenants with no
grazing pasture for their livestock.
 Having no land to till or to feed their livestock, many of the small peasants migrated
to the new industrial towns and cities for jobs.
 Industrial revolution at the onset was highly labour-intensive. Early industries
needed a steady supply of human labour in large numbers. The supply of
dispossessed labour from the countryside helped these industries. In the absence of
alternative jobs in agriculture, these workers could be exploited to the hilt. The
workers were made to work long hours and paid minimal wages to drive up profit
margins, and the profits were subsequently used for reinvestment as capital.
 Most importantly, agricultural revolution was necessary to feed the growing mass of
urban population which no longer worked on land.
 Also, the demand for agricultural raw materials by industries required that some
part of agricultural production be diverted from food crops to cash crops. Hence,
agricultural productivity had to increase to support the food demands of an
increasing population from lesser available land. Hence, agricultural revolution by
supplying cheap labour, food and raw materials to urban industries was pivotal to
the success of the industrial revolution.
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Q 20. Discuss the main causes of the decolonization. Highlight the patterns of
decolonization in Asia and Africa.

Structure of answer:

• Give background of decolonization
Introduction

Body

• Discuss Causes of decolonization in Asia and Africa and Patterns
and Themes

• Conclude with some examples.
Conclusion

Model Answer Points:
In the mid to late 19th century, the European powers colonized much of Africa and
Southeast Asia. During the decades of imperialism, the industrializing powers of Europe
viewed the African and Asian continents as reservoirs of raw materials, labor, and territory
for future settlement. In most cases, however, significant development and European
settlement in these colonies was sporadic. However, the colonies were exploited,
sometimes brutally, for natural and labor resources, and sometimes even for military
conscripts. After World War II, the colonizing nations of Europe became weaker because of
the costly impact of war on their military and economy. With European nations taking even
more advantage of their colonies resources, it led to more rebellions. The spread of
nationalism throughout the colonies also led the path to decolonization. Seeing the
European nations lose their grip on their colonies and also the spread of nationalism
ultimately led to decolonization of Africa and Asia.
Causes of Decolonization




Nationalism/Self-determination: It was another cause to decolonization and the
fight towards independence. Self-determination was the idea that each nation could
be an independent state of its own. Mohandas Gandhi’s Indian National Congress
was the leader for India’s independence against Britain. Ho Chi Minh was a
Vietnamese Communist leader and gave a major push for the forming of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam.
Religious movements: Such as Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s Muslim breakaway formed
Pakistan, contributing to decolonization. Promises of self-determination were a push
factor in making the colonies want independence even more. Arabs were angry
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because the Balfour Declaration let Jews move into their land. Transnational
movements sought to unite people across national boundaries, such as PanAfricanism or Pan Arabism used ethnicity to join nations. Communist organizations
such as Comintern tried to unite together with the power of this kind of rule.
The collapse of empires: It was a vital factor of decolonization. The Ottomans had
economic hardship (tough competition with America and India), the Russian Empire
fell from the inside of the country (Russian Revolution), and the Qing dynasty ended
because of the civil disorders and communism.

Patterns of Decolonization in Africa and Asia
•
•
•
•

Strength of decolonization went up after WWII
Both Suffered splits between population the same colony after decolonization
Both Africa and Asia were still lacking crucial advancements in technology and
industry, and were far behind the other countries
Independence was achieved in a variety of ways such as negotiation (e.g. India),
incomplete independence (e.g. Vietnam), and civil war. Civil war was one way used
by China in order to gain their independence resulting in violence and military
action.

Themes
Political-Freedom, nationalism, and national independence were major themes. The biggest
effect of decolonization is independence. The World Wars had weakened the ruling
countries so it was hard to control the colonies. This theme shows the change from an
imperial rule to independence. Nationalism was the spark to change such as the nationalist
leader of Africa (Kwame Nkrumah) and how he fought for the end of white rule. Also the
locals filled posts left by colonial powers during the war.
Economic-Neocolonialism
•

After decolonization, the new nations struggled with their economic development so
they were forced to trade raw materials for manufactured goods. Many new nations
had a great risk of having few commodities because it one fluctuated, the country
could end.

Social-Transnational Movements
•

Pan Africanism was a movement for the unity of Africa. Kwame Nkrumah declared
that Africa needs a continental economic plan, a military and defense strategy, and a
unified foreign policy.

Culture-Religious and ethnic movements and interaction of cultures
•

The relocation of people spread culture such as the rich Algerians and Berbers
moving to Algeria. The imperial country and the colony interact and currently show
influence of both cultures in the two nations. Religion plays a big part on
decolonization such as the split of India between Muslims and Hindus.
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Environment-population resettlements
•

The Zionist Jewish resettlement of Palestine was the relocation of Jews in Palestine
after the Balfour Declaration. The Palestinians were also displaced from the
hostilities of the Arab-Israeli war. The economic strain of the wars helped
decolonization as well as the Soviets hating colonialism. During the Cold War, the US
fought against the Soviet Union by helping the new nations to not be communist.
Self-Determination is a major theme of decolonization because without that,
independence would not be possible. Decolonization was sometimes a violent
process depending on how many settlers had come to the country. Most of the
time, decolonization went on smoothly as power was passed from one class to
another.
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