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1. Recently, successful maiden trial of SAHAYAK-NG air-droppable container was
conducted. The trial was conducted by
A. Indian Air Force and DRDO
B. Indian Army and DRDO
C. Indian Air Force and ISRO
D. Indian Navy and DRDO
Ans. D
Explanation: The DRDO along with the Indian Navy has conducted a successful maiden trial
of the SAHAYAK-NG air droppable container. SAHAYAK-NG is India's first indigenously
designed and developed air droppable container. It is aided by GPS, can carry a payload of
up to 50 kg and can be dropped from a heavy aircraft. SAHAYAK-NG is an advanced
version of SAHAYAK Mk I air droppable container.

2. Which of the following institution publishes the annual list of Global Systemically Important
Banks?
A. Basel Committee on Banking Supervision
B. Financial Stability Board
C. World Bank
D. None of the above
Ans. B
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India has announced the 2020 list of Domestic
Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs). In its announcement, RBI said that State Bank of
India (SBI), ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank will continue to be identified as D-SIBs or what is
commonly called as lenders that are too-big-to-fail. G-SIB status is determined using five
main criteria: cross-jurisdictional activity; interconnectedness; size; substitutability; and
complexity. The methodology is also used to rank a G-SIB’s level of systemic importance
relative to other G-SIBs. Since 2011, the Financial Stability Board has published a list of
global systemically important banks (G-SIBs).

3. ShramShakti Portal, recently in news, was launched by
A. Ministry of Tribal Affairs
B. Ministry of Women and Child Development
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C. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
D. None of the above
Ans. A
Explanation: The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs has virtually launched “ShramShakti”, a
National Migration Support Portal at Panjim, Goa. Shram Shakti would be able to
successfully address the data gap and empower migrant workers who generally migrate in
search of employment and income generation. It would also help the government for linking
the migrant population with the existing Welfare Scheme- under Atma Nirbhar Bharat. The
Ministry of Tribal Affairs also launched a tribal training module- ShramSaathi, to ensure that
the process of livelihood migration is safe and productive. Further, Goa will become the first
destination state of India to set up dedicated migration cell to address diverse issues of
migrant workers.

4. Which of the following is not a component of New Industrial Development Scheme for
Jammu & Kashmir?
A. Capital investment incentive
B. Capital interest subvention
C. GST refund incentive
D. Working capital interest incentive
Ans. C
Explanation: The Union Government has formulated a New Industrial Development Scheme
for Jammu & Kashmir (J&K IDS, 2021) as Central Sector Scheme for the development of
industries in Jammu & Kashmir. The financial outlay of the proposed scheme is Rs.28,400
crore for the scheme period 2020-21 to 2036-37. The scheme has been announced in the
backdrop of the reorganisation of Jammu & Kashmir in 2019, into the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir under the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019.

5. Internal and Extra Budgetary Resources (IEBR) sometimes seen in news is
A. Financing received from IFC Masala bonds
B. Resources raised by the PSUs through loans and equity.
C. Monetization of deficit through Forex Reserves
D. Basel III Capitalization of Commercial Banks
Ans. B
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Explanation: A big part of the Union government spending comes from outside the budget
which is referred as extra-budgetary resources. IEBR constitutes the resources raised by the
PSUs through profits, loans and equity.

6. Who among the following became the first Indian woman fighter pilot to participate in a
Republic Day flypast at Rajpath?
A. Punita Arora
B. Bhawana Kanth
C. Mitali Madhumita
D. Padmavathy Bandopadhyay
Ans. B
Explanation: Flight lieutenant Bhawana Kanth has become the first woman fighter pilot to
take part in the Republic Day parade. She was part of the Indian Air Force's (IAF's) tableau
that will showcase mock-ups of the light combat aircraft, light combat helicopter and the
Sukhoi-30 fighter plane.

7. The Digital Payments Index has been launched by:
A. NITI Aayog
B. Reserve Bank of India
C. Securities and Exchange Board of India
D. None of the above
Ans. B
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constructed a composite digital payments
index (DPI) to capture the extent of digitization of payments services in India. The RBI-DPI
comprises five broad parameters, which measure the penetration of digital payments in the
country over different time periods.

8. Which of the following institution had organized the Natural Capital Accounting and
Valuation of Ecosystem Services (NCAVES) India Forum 2021?
A. Ministry of environment forest and climate change, India
B. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
C. World Bank
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D. Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation, India
Ans. D
Explanation: The Natural Capital Accounting and Valuation of Ecosystem Services
(NCAVES) India Forum 2021 was organized by the Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation in virtual format. The Forum highlights the activities taken up by the Ministry
under the Project. It also highlights the uses to which natural capital accounts can be put.
NCAVES Project was initiated by European Union in 2017 to help nations advance the
knowledge on environmental-economic accounting, in particular ecosystem accounting, that
can help in ensuring sustainable economic growth.

9. Recently, a UK based think tank has published a report in which it has coined the term
“Difficult Four” Countries. As per the report, which among the following countries is not
included in this category?
A. India
B. Pakistan
C. China
D. Saudi Arabia
Ans. B
Explanation: Recently, Chatham House, the century-old UK-based policy institute also
known as the Royal Institute of International Affairs, has published a report proposing a
blueprint for Britain’s future foreign policy after Brexit. Along with Russia, Turkey and Saudi
Arabia, India is classed as one of the “difficult four” countries, destined to count among the
UK’s “rivals” or “awkward counterparts” as it pursues its global goals. The report highlights
the complex fragmented domestic politics in India as a reason for such label.

10. Army Contingent of which of the following country had participated in Republic Day 2021
parade?
A. UAE
B. Bangladesh
C. France
D. Maldives
Ans. B
Explanation: Marking 50 years of the 1971 India-Pakistan war that led to the liberation of
Bangladesh, a 122- member contingent of the Bangladesh Armed Forces participated in the
Republic Day parade. This is the third time the Republic Day parade in India has witnessed
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the participation of a military contingent from abroad — French troops marched in 2016 and
UAE troops in 2017.

11. The World Economic Outlook is published by:
A. World Bank
B. World Economic Forum
C. International Monetary Fund
D. None of the above
Ans. C
Explanation: The International Monetary Fund recently released the World Economic
Outlook update for 2021. The WEO report is published twice a year by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). It presents an analysis of global economic developments during the
near and medium term. It gives an overview as well as detailed analysis of the world
economy, by considering issues affecting industrial countries and developing economies.

12. Risa is a traditional attire from:
A. Tripura
B. Madhya Pradesh
C. Gujarat
D. None of the above
Ans. A
Explanation: The State government of Tripura is trying to promote risa nationally as Tripura’s
signature garment. Risa is part of Tripuri female attire comprising three parts - risa, rignai
and rikutu. Risa is a handwoven cloth used as a female upper garment, and also as
headgear, a stole, or a present to express respect.

13. Which state has the GI tag for Nendran Bananas?
A. Andhra Pradesh
B. Tamil Nadu
C. Kerala
D. None of the above
Ans. C
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Explanation: The CSIR-National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and Technology
(NIIST) in Kerala has come up with a new product, Banana Grit or granules developed from
raw Nendran bananas. Banana Grit looks similar to “rava” and broken wheat and can be
used to make a wide range of dishes. The grit can be used for making upma, or it can be
mixed with banana powder for making porridge with milk or coconut milk for use as a health
drink. The concept was introduced to utilise the presence of resistant starch in bananas,
which is reported to improve gut health. Chengazhikodan Nendran Banana, also known
Chengazhikode Banana, is among the most popular traditional fruits cultivated in Thrissur
district, Kerala. It has also been given the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.

14. Kayakalp Awards are given by:
A. Ministry of Education
B. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
C. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
D. None of the above
Ans. C
Explanation: The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) recently awarded the 5th
National Kayakalp awards. Kayakalp was launched in 2015 to ensure hygiene, sanitation
and cleanliness in public health facilities in India. District Hospitals, Sub-divisional hospitals,
Community Health Centres (CHC), Primary Health Centres and Health & Wellness Centres
in public healthcare system who have achieved high level of cleanliness, hygiene and
infection control were felicitated with awards.

15. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below:
List I
(Exercise/Operations)

List II
(Participating Countries/Organisation)

a. Desert Knight-21

1. Border Security Force of India

b. Kavach

2. Tri service Military “Exercise

c. AMPHEX – 21

3. Tri-service joint amphibious exercise of India

d. Operation Sard Hawa

4. India and France

Code :
a b c d
A. 4 2 3 1
B. 3 1 4 2
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C. 2 1 4 3
D. 3 4 1 2
Ans. A
Explanation: Desert Knight-21 is a five-day air drill between Indian Air Force (IAF) and
French Air and Space Force. The Desert Knight-21 Exercise is unique as it will include the
fielding of Rafale Fighter jets by both sides. Kavach is the Tri service Military, conducted
under the aegis of the Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC). ANC is the first integrated
theatre command in India with headquarters at Port Blair. Participating Organisations are
Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Air Force and Indian Coast Guard. AMPHEX – 21 is a
large-scale tri-service joint amphibious exercise, conducted in Andaman & Nicobar group of
islands. The exercise involved participation of Naval ships, amphibious troops of the Army
and different types of aircraft from the Air force. Operation Sard Hawa was launched by the
Border Security Force in the western border of Rajasthan to check the instances of
infiltration due to dense fog in the region.

16. Assertion (A): India and Japan have signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) for
operation of the “Specified Skilled Worker” (SSW) system.
Reason (R): Applicants must know Japanese language to be entitled under SSW.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: India and Japan have signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) for
operation of the “Specified Skilled Worker” (SSW) system. The MoC sets a framework
between the governments of Japan and India to facilitate smooth implementation of the SSW
system.

17. Assertion (A): From a multi-year low of 25,639 points on March 24 last year, the Sensex
recently crossed the 50,000 mark for the first time.
Reason (R): Sensex represents 30 large stocks listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
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B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: There are thousands of listed companies in India and, it is not easy to track
every single stock. So, a market index plays a very important role as it acts as a
representative of the whole market. Hence, Sensex (Sensitive Index) and Nifty (Net Index of
Fifty) are two important market indicators which are used to measure the behaviour of the
market. Sensex, in simple words, is the combined value of stocks of 30 large, liquid and
representative companies listed on Bombay stock exchange (BSE). The Sensex was
launched in 1986, with the base year of 1978-79. NIFTY is an index on fifty shares listed on
the National Stock Exchange of India. It covers 50 stocks from different sectors of the Indian
economy.

18. Assertion (A): Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated on 9th January every year to mark
the contribution of Overseas Indian community in the development of India.
Reason (R): The 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention was held virtually on 9th January
in New Delhi.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. D
Explanation: The decision to celebrate Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD. was taken by the
former Indian Prime Minister, late Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The 1st PBD was celebrated on
9th January, 2003 in New Delhi. January 9 was chosen as the day to celebrate PBD as it
was on this day in 1915 that Mahatma Gandhi, had returned to India from South Africa. PBD
conventions are being held every year since 2003. Since 2015, its format has been revised.
PBD is now celebrated once in every two years. During the Convention, Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award (PBSA. is conferred on the selected overseas Indians for their significant
contributions to various fields both in India and abroad. PBSA is conferred by the President
of India.

19. Assertion (A): Trans-fatty acids are a form of unsaturated fats which are associated with
increased health risks and deaths.
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Reason (R): The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India has recently capped the
amount of trans fatty acids in oils and fats to 5% for 2021.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. C
Explanation: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has capped the
amount of trans fatty acids (TFA) in oils and fats to 3% for 2021 and 2% by 2022 from the
current permissible limit of 5%. The revised regulation applies to edible refined oils,
vanaspati (partially hydrogenated oils), margarine, bakery shortenings, and other mediums
of cooking such as vegetable fat spreads and mixed fat spreads. Trans fats, or trans-fatty
acids, are a form of unsaturated fat. They come in both natural and artificial forms.

20. Assertion (A): The second annual World Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) Day was
marked on January 30, 2021.
Reason (R): Neglected tropical diseases are common in low-income populations in
developing regions.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: NTDs are a diverse group of tropical infections which are common in lowincome populations in developing regions of Africa, Asia, and the Americas. They are
caused by a variety of pathogens such as viruses, bacteria, protozoa and parasitic worms
(helminths).

21. Consider the following statements regarding Himalayan trillium, recently seen in news.
1. Himalayan trillium is found in temperate and sub-alpine zones of the Himalayas.
2. The existence of the plant has been traced only across India, Bhutan and Nepal.
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3. Recently it was declared as “endangered” by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. B
Explanation: The Himalayan trillium (Trillium govanianum), a common herb of the Himalayas
was declared “endangered” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Found in temperate and sub-alpine zones of the Himalayas, at an altitude from 2,400-4,000
metres above sea level, the existence of the plant has been traced across India, Bhutan,
Nepal, China, Afghanistan and Pakistan. In India, it is found in - Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Sikkim, and Uttarakhand.

22. Consider the following statements about Co-WIN:
1. In India, every person who registers on Co-WIN will also get a Unique Health Identity.
2. It is compulsory to use Aadhaar for registering on Co-WIN.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. D
Explanation: The government has launched the mobile app Co-WIN (COVID -19 Vaccine
Intelligence Network) to ensure smooth running of the vaccination programme. It will help in
monitoring the COVID-19 vaccine delivery across India and enable people to register to get
the vaccine. The system allows for the creation of users, registration of beneficiaries,
facilities/planning unit and session sites followed by planning and scheduling sessions and
implementation of the vaccination process. Aadhar or any accepted photo ID card may be
used to verify the identity of the applicant to prevent misuse. Additionally, documents
authorised by specialists to indicate co-morbidities or any other health conditions may be
demanded. If a Covid-19 vaccine seeker provides his/her Aadhaar as identity proof, the
government will generate a unique health identity (UHID) for the individual. UHID is required
for smooth movement of people seeking treatment from one state to another. The objective
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is to have digital health documentation of all citizens. However, generation of UHID is
optional.

23. Consider the following statements.
1. States and Union Territories with more than 50 per cent of their land under forest cover
can undertake compensatory afforestation in other states.
2. Lakshadweep, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have more
than 75 per cent of their land under forest cover.
3. According to the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, each time forest land is diverted, the
project proponent has to pay the state for the ecosystem services lost due to diverting forest
land.
Which of t he above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 3 only
Ans. C
Explanation: States and Union Territories with more than 75 per cent of their land under
forest cover can undertake compensatory afforestation in other states. Lakshadweep,
Mizoram, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya and
Nagaland fall in this category.

24. Consider the following statements regarding Atmanirbhar Digital India Foundation
(ADIF).
1. Atmanirbhar Digital India Foundation (ADIF) was setup recently by the Department of
Science & Technology to represent the digital ecosystem in the country.
2. It advises the government and sector regulators with respect to required legal and policy
framework to promote local digital entities.
3. It aims to ensure a level-playing field between Indian digital businesses and global
enterprises such as Google, Facebook and Microsoft.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
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C. 2, 3
D. 2 only
Ans. C
Explanation: a level-playing field between Indian digital businesses and global enterprises
such as Google, Facebook, Microsoft, others in the booming digital economy. The
association named Atmanirbhar Digital India Foundation (ADIF) will also represent the digital
ecosystem for advising the government and sector regulators with respect to required legal
and policy framework to promote local digital entities.

25. Consider the following statements about COVID vaccines:
1. Covishield is an indigenously developed vaccine based on a weakened version of a
common cold virus.
2. Covaxin is an inactivated vaccine developed by the University of Oxford.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. D
Explanation: The Drugs Controller General of India's (DCGI) has approved Covishield and
Covaxin vaccines for restricted use against Covid-19 in the country, paving the way for mass
vaccination. Covishield is a version of the vaccine developed by the University of Oxford in
collaboration with Swedish-British drugmaker AstraZeneca, that has already got emergency
use approval in the UK. Covaxin, India’s only indigenous Covid-19 vaccine, has been
developed by Hyderabadheadquartered Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research’s National Institute of Virology, Pune.

26. Consider the following statements regarding Bird Flu, a viral infection that is reported
recently in birds.
1. The most common strain of the virus that causes severe respiratory disease in birds is
H5N1.
2. It does not spread to mammals.
3. From 2006 India has been witnessing Bird flu in one or the other state and since then
India has never declared itself free from Bird flu.
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1 only
C. 1, 3
D. 2, 3
Ans. B
Explanation: Bird flu or avian influenza is a viral infection that is reported mostly in birds, but
has the potential to affect humans and other animals. The most common strain of the virus
that causes severe respiratory disease in birds is H5N1. Generally, people coming in close
contact with infected alive or dead birds have contracted the H5N1 bird flu, and it does not
usually spread from person to person, as per the WHO.

27. Abraham Accords, recently seen in news is a joint statement between
1. Israel
2. United Arab Emirates
3. Iran Select the correct answer code:
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. A
Explanation: “Abraham Accords” entered with the UAE and Bahrain are “peace-for-peace”
deals without any physical quid pro quo by Israel.

28. Which of the following countries have large reserves of Lithium?
1. Argentina
2. India
3. Bolivia
4. Chile
Choose the correct answer using the code given below:
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A. 1 and 3 only
B. 1, 2 and 3 only
C. 1, 3 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans. C
Explanation: India, through a newly-floated state-owned company, inked a pact with an
Argentine firm mid-last year to jointly prospect lithium in the South American country that has
the third largest reserves of the silver-white alkali metal. The new company, Khanij Bidesh
India Ltd was incorporated in August, 2019 by three state-owned companies, NALCO,
Hindustan Copper and Mineral Exploration Ltd. It has a specific mandate to acquire strategic
mineral assets such as lithium and cobalt abroad. It is also learnt to be exploring options in
Chile and Bolivia, two other top lithium-producing countries. Lithium is a crucial building
block of the lithium-ion rechargeable batteries that power electric vehicles (EVs), laptops and
mobile phones due to their high energy density and high charge and discharge rate
capabilities, as compared with other types of batteries such as Ni-MH or Lead Acid.

29. With reference to the Indian Expedition to Antarctica, consider the following statements:
1. The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) under the Ministry of
Science & Technology manages the entire Indian Antarctic program.
2. Presently, India has two operational research stations in Antarctica, named Maitri and
Bharati.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. B
Explanation: India has launched the 40th scientific expedition to Antarctica embarking on a
chartered ice-class vessel MV Vasiliy Golovnin. This marks four decades of the country's
scientific endeavour to the southern white continent. The focus of the 40th Indian Antarctic
expedition is to support the ongoing scientific projects on climate change, geology, ocean
observations, electric and magnetic flux measurements, environmental monitoring;
resupplying of food, fuel, provisions and spare; and accomplishing the return of the winter
crew. The Indian Antarctic expeditions began in 1981 with the first trip led by Dr SZ Qasim.
After a humble beginning, the Indian Antarctic programme has now been credited to have
built three permanent research base stations in Antarctica—named Dakshin Gangotri, Maitri,
and Bharati. As of today, India has two operational research stations in Antarctica named
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Maitri and Bharati. The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences manages the entire Indian Antarctic program

30. Consider the following statements regarding Compressed Natural Gas (CNG):
1. CNG is heavier than air.
2. CNG does not contain lead.
3. Ethane is the main component of CNG.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 2 and 3 only
Ans. B
Explanation: The Kochi-Mangaluru natural gas pipeline was recently inaugurated. The 444km long natural gas pipeline was launched in 2009 at an estimated cost of Rs 2,915 crore
and was to be commissioned in 2014. However, opposition on safety and commercial
grounds, both from political parties and the public, delayed the project. The pipeline built by
Gail Authority of India Limited (GAIL), has a transportation capacity of 12 million metric
standard cubic metres per day. It will deliver liquefied natural gas (LNG) sourced from a
terminal in Kochi built by Petronet LNG in 2013. The terminal’s objective is to supply natural
gas for domestic and industrial use in Kerala and South India.

FEBRUARY 2021
31. Who among the following countries has approved a plan of constructing the world’s first
energy field island in the North Sea?
A. Russia
B. Denmark
C. Sweden
D. Canada
Ans. B
Explanation: Denmark has approved a plan of constructing the world’s first energy field
island in the North Sea. The energy island will be producing and storing enough green
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energy for covering the electricity needs of 3 million European households. The artificial
island is in its initial phase and will be the size of 18 football fields.

32. Corruption Perception Index 2020 was released by
A. Transparency International
B. Niti Aayog
C. Directorate of Vigilance, Government of India
D. None of the above
Ans. A
Explanation: India’s rank has slipped six places to 86th among 180 countries in a corruption
perception index (CPI) 2020 released by Transparency International (TI). However, the CPI
score for India (40) is constant this year as well as the previous year’s score.

33. SARAS Aajeevika Mela is held by:
A. Ministry of Rural Development.
B. Ministry of Commerce.
C. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.
D. None of the above
Ans. A
Explanation: The Saras Aajeevika Mela 2021 is currently being held by the Ministry of Rural
Development. More than 300 rural self-help groups and craftsman from 27 states are
participating in the Mela. During the Mela, workshops on product packaging and design,
communication skills, social media publicity and Business 2 Business marketing will be
organised to educate the rural self-help groups and craftsmen. SARAS Aajeevika Mela is an
initiative by the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAYNRLM), Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD).

34. Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge is conducted by:
A. Ministry of Urban Development.
B. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
C. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
D. None of the above
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Ans. B
Explanation: The Smart Cities Mission, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, recently
announced twenty-five shortlisted cities for the “Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge”
cohort. The Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge is a 3-year initiative hosted by the Smart
Cities Mission, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, in collaboration with the Bernard van
Leer Foundation and World Resources Institute India.

35. Who among the following has been appointed as the New PM of Italy?
A. Giancarlo Giorgetti
B. Luigi Di Maio
C. Andrea Orlando
D. Mario Draghi
Ans. D
Explanation: The ex-head of the European Central Bank, Mario Draghi, has been sworn-in
as Italy's next prime minister.

36. Who among the following countries has assumed chairmanship of BRICS for the year
2021?
A. Brazil
B. China
C. South Africa
D. India
Ans. D
Explanation: India has assumed the Chairmanship of BRICS for 2021 and will be hosting this
year's summit. It has begun its BRICS Chairship with the inaugural three-day-long Sherpas'
meeting. The 13th BRICS Summit will be held under India’s Chairship in 2021, and it will be
the third time India will host the BRICS Summit after 2012 and 2016. BRICS Sherpas and
Sous Sherpas held their first meeting under India’s Chairmanship in February 2021. During
the meeting, India presented its priorities for its BRICS Chairmanship 2021 under the theme
- "BRICS@15: Intra BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus”

37. Who among the following personalities has been chosen for the Global Energy and
Environment Leadership Award?
A. Narendra Modi
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B. Vandana Shiva
C. Greta Thunberg
D. Jane Goodall
Ans. A
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will receive the CERA Week global energy and
environment leadership award during an annual international energy conference. CERA
Week is the world’s prominent energy conference to be held virtually in March 2021. This
year’s conference marks the 39 th edition.

38. Which of the following countries has appointed Minister of Loneliness to deal with the
growing suicide rate in the country amidst the Covid-19 pandemic?
A. Japan
B. Italy
C. Iran
D. None of the above
Ans. A
Explanation: Japan has appointed Minister of Loneliness to deal with the growing suicide
rate in the country amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. Minister Tetsushi Sakamoto, who is also
in charge of alleviating the nation’s falling birth rate and revitalising regional economies has
been given the new portfolio. The suicide rate in Japan has increased first time in 11 years
owing to the coronavirus pandemic.

39. Recently, the Defence Minister launched e-Chhawani portal. This portal aims to
A. Register complains about the living condition of soldiers in field area
B. Build efficient tents and temporary shelters for combat soldiers
C. Provide online municipal services to residents of Cantonment areas
D. None of the above
Ans. C
Explanation: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh tlaunched e-Chhawani portal. This portal will
help residents of Cantonment areas to register their complaints regarding civic issues and
resolve them while sitting at home. e-Chhawani project aims to provide online municipal
services to more than 20 lakh citizens across 62 Cantonment Boards through a multitenancy central platform. Through this portal, online application for renewal of leases, online
registration of births and deaths and online application for water and sewerage connection
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will be very simpler. This initiative is a good example of “Minimum Government - Maximum
Governance”, Digital India and e-governance.

40. Which of the following Indian personalities has been chosen by the United States for the
newly-constituted International Anti-Corruption Champions Award?
A. Harsh Mander
B. Arundhati Roy
C. Aruna Roy
D. Anjali Bhardwaj
Ans. D
Explanation: India’s Anjali Bhardwaj was among 12 anti-corruption activists from around the
world named by US secretary of state Antony Blinken as the first recipients of the new
International Anticorruption Champions Award.

41. Blue sky research, sometimes seen in news is related to
A. Research on solar geoengineering for reducing heat-trapping clouds
B. Deep oceanic study on Polymetallic nodules
C. Scientific research without a clear goal
D. None of the above
Ans. C
Explanation: Blue skies research (also called blue sky science) is scientific research in
domains where "real-world" applications are not immediately apparent. It has been defined
as "research without a clear goal" and "curiosity-driven science".

42. Gastrodia agnicellus, recently seen in news is
A. World's largest freshwater species
B. New snake eel species
C. Ugliest orchid species
D. Newly discovered frog species from Western Ghats
Ans. C
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Explanation: Orchids are not often called ugly, but that is how the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Kew, London, described a new species of the normally vibrant and delicate flower
discovered in the forests of Madagascar. Gastrodia agnicellus, one of 156 plants and fungal
species named by Kew scientists and their partners around the world in 2020, has been
crowned “the ugliest orchid in the world”.

43. One Health Concept, recently seen in news means
A. Strategies to prevent Non-communicable diseases
B. Providing health insurance to all the individuals
C. Inter-connectivity among human health, animal health, and the environment
D. Prioritizing human health over animal health
Ans. C
Explanation: The Union Budget proposed to strengthen One Health surveillance, linking
microbial migration pathways from wildlife to veterinary and human populations. The
philosophy of One Health recognises inter-connectivity among human health, the health of
animals, and the environment.

44. Tibet Policy and Support Act, recently seen in news is the policy of
A. China
B. United States of America
C. India
D. Japan
Ans. B
Explanation: The Tibet Policy and Support Act is a federal law that outlines United States
policy on Tibet. The Tibetan Policy and Support Act would make it official United States
policy that the succession of Tibetan Buddhist leaders, including the succession of the Dalai
Lama, be left solely to Tibetan Buddhists to decide, without interference from the Chinese
government.

45. The term “Neural network” sometimes seen news means
A. Networking between cells based on their mRNA
B. A point to point network for urgent assistance in cybercrime matters
C. A network of disengaged computer clouds
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D. A process that mimics the way the human brain operates.
Ans. D
Explanation: A neural network is a series of algorithms that endeavours to recognize
underlying relationships in a set of data through a process that mimics the way the human
brain operates. In this sense, neural networks refer to systems of neurons, either organic or
artificial in nature. Neural networks can adapt to changing input; so the network generates
the best possible result without needing to redesign the output criteria. The concept of neural
networks, which has its roots in artificial intelligence, is swiftly gaining popularity in the
development of trading systems.

46. Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary recently in news was located in
A. Madhya Pradesh
B. Kerala
C. Odisha
D. Sikkim
Ans. C
Explanation: Recently six elephants died in just 14 days at Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary in
Odisha. The death of elephants was due to Haemorrhage Septicemia (HS). Haemorrhage
Septicemia (HS) is a contagious bacterial disease caused by two serotypes of Pasteurella
multocida, B2 and E2. It affects cattle and water buffaloes (Bubalus bubalis) with a high
mortality rate in infected animals. Mortality rate may be as high as 80 %. Germs of this
disease survive longer in humid and waterlogged conditions. Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary is
spread over 175 square kilometre area and is famous for lush green dry deciduous forest,
varieties of flora and fauna and animals like, elephant, leopard, Gaur, Sambar, barking deer,
Indian wolf, sloth bear, Malbar giant squirrel and Pangolin. A beautiful waterfall,'Phurlijharan'
has been developed as a picnic spot which draws large number of visitors from far off
places.

47. Assertion (A): Every resolution approving the proclamation of President’s Rule must be
passed by either House of Parliament only by a special majority.
Reason (R): When the President’s Rule is imposed in a state, the President dismisses the
State Council Of Ministers headed by the Chief Minister.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
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D. A is false but R is true
Ans. D
Explanation: The Union Cabinet approved a proposal by the Home Ministry to dissolve the
Puducherry Assembly and impose President’s rule in the Union Territory. The decision was
taken as no party claimed to form a government following the resignation of the Chief
Minister. Subsequently, the Lieutenant Governor had recommended President’s rule. Article
356 empowers the President to issue a proclamation, if he is satisfied that a situation has
arisen in which the government of a state cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution. Every resolution approving the proclamation of President’s
Rule or its continuation can be passed by either House of Parliament only by a simple
majority, that is, a majority of the members of that House present and voting.

48. Assertion (A): Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban) aims at providing universal coverage of water
supply to all households in statutory towns.
Reason (R): The Central government will cover the entire expense under JJM (U).
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. C
Explanation: Jal Jeevan Mission (Urban) was recently announced under Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs in the Budget 2021-22. The mission has a reform agenda with focus on
strengthening of urban local bodies and water security of the cities.

49. Assertion (A): PM Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PM FME)
Scheme is a central sector scheme.
Reason (R): PM FME follows the One District One Product approach.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
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Ans. D
Explanation: The Agriculture Ministry under “One District One Product” (ODOP) approach
has finalised 135 district-specific unique products for 728 districts across the country. The list
of products has been finalized after taking inputs from the states and Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), focusing on existing clusters and availability of raw materials.
These district-wise identified products will be supported under the PM Formalisation of Micro
food processing Enterprises (PMFME) scheme which provides incentives to promoters and
micro-enterprises.

50. Assertion (A): Under Decentralized Procurement (DCP) of food grains, State
Government undertakes direct purchase of food grains and distributes these food grains.
Reason (R): Under DCP, the Central Government meets the entire expenditure incurred on
procurement and distribution of food grains.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: The Centre has asked Punjab and Haryana governments to make online
payment for crops procured at minimum support price (MSP) directly to farmers from the
next procurement season. At present in Punjab and Haryana, the payment for food grains is
given to arhatiyas (commission agents), who in turn pay farmers. In addition to deducting
their own commissions, arhatiyas also deduct the amount that should be given to the
farmers. To address this, the centre has suggested this change to ensure that the farmers
get full benefit of the MSP given by the government.

51. Assertion (A): PLI Scheme will provide incentives on incremental sales of IT hardware.
Reason (R): The benefits under PLI Scheme are only applicable to Indian companies.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
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Ans. C
Explanation: The Union Cabinet recently approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme for IT hardware. Currently, the laptop and tablet demand in India is largely met
through imports valued at USD 4.21 billion and USD 0.41 billion respectively in 2019-20. The
market for IT Hardware is dominated by 6-7 companies globally which account for about
70% of the world's market share. The scheme proposes production linked incentive to boost
domestic manufacturing and attract large investments in the IT hardware industry. The target
segments under the proposed scheme include laptops, tablets, all-in-one personal
computers and servers.

52. Assertion (A): Bottom trawling is a method of fishing that involves dragging heavy
weighted nets across the sea floor, in an effort to catch fish.
Reason (R): Recent initiatives are taken by the Government of India to end bottom trawling
in the Palk Bay area.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: Bottom trawling is an industrial fishing method where a large net with heavy
weights is dragged across the seafloor. When the weighted nets and trawl doors are
dragged along the seafloor, everything in their path is disturbed or destroyed, including
seagrasses, coral reefs or rock gardens where fish hide from predators. India has taken
measures to stop bottom trawling by its fishermen in the waters near the Sri Lankan
coastline. Recent initiatives taken by the Government of India to end bottom trawling in the
Palk Bay area include the launch of a programme on diversification of bottom trawlers into
deep-sea fishing vessels for tuna long lining under the Blue Revolution Scheme,
construction of Mookaiyur and Poompuhar fishing harbours, and capacity building
programmes for fishermen of the Palk Bay area in deep sea tuna long lining.

53. Assertion (A): Carbon footprint is the amount of greenhouse gases-especially carbon
dioxide-released into the atmosphere by a particular human activity.
Reason (R): Delhi became the first state or Union Territory in India to launch Carbon Watch,
a mobile application to assess the carbon footprint of an individual.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
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B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. C
Explanation: Chandigarh became the first state or Union Territory in India to launch Carbon
Watch, a mobile application to assess the carbon footprint of an individual. Carbon footprint
is the amount of greenhouse gases-especially carbon dioxide-released into the atmosphere
by a particular human activity.

54. Consider the following statements.
1. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD. is a permanent
intergovernmental body that aims to maximize the trade, investment and development
opportunities of developing countries and assist them in their efforts to integrate into the
world economy on an equitable basis.
2. An “investment trends monitor' issued by UNCTAD provides the details of the global
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) growth.
3. Only India and China recorded positive FDI growth in 2020.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. D
Explanation: The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD. was
established in 1964 as a permanent intergovernmental body. UNCTAD is the part of the
United Nations Secretariat dealing with trade, investment, and development issues. Marking
a major achievement globally, India recorded a 13% growth in Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in 2020 at a time when fund flows declined most strongly in major economies such as
the UK, the US and Russia. Amidst global collapse, China is the only other country that has
shown remarkably high FDI growth.

55. Which of the following space missions are related to the planet Mars?
1. China’s Tianwen-1
2. UAE’s Hope mission
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3. Chang”e-4 mission
4. NASA’s Perseverance rover mission
Select the correct answer code:
A. 2, 4
B. 1, 2, 3
C. 1, 2, 4
D. 1, 2, 3, 4
Ans. C
Explanation: China’s Tianwen-1 mission successfully entered the orbit of Mars, making it the
first time for a Chinese mission to be able to successfully make a journey to another planet.
China launched Tianwen-1 along with the UAE’s Hope mission and NASA’s Perseverance
rover mission in July. All three missions to Mars were launched during the brief launch
window available in July. Chang”e-4 is China’s first probe ever to achieve soft-landing on the
far side of the Moon.

56. Consider the following statements regarding landlord port model.
1. In the landlord port model, the publicly governed port authority acts as a regulatory body
that carry out port operations—mainly cargo-handling activities.
2. Here, the port authority maintains ownership of the port.
3. India has acceded to Hong Kong International Convention for Ship Recycling that is aimed
at ensuring that ships recycled after reaching the end of their operational lives do not pose
any risks to human health, safety and the environment.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 2, 3
C. 3 only
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. B
Explanation: In the landlord port model, the publicly governed port authority acts as a
regulatory body and as landlord while private companies carry out port operations—mainly
cargo-handling activities. Here, the port authority maintains ownership of the port while the
infrastructure is leased to private firms that provide and maintain their own superstructure
and install own equipment to handle cargo. In return, the landlord port gets a share of the
revenue from the private entity. India's has acceded to the Hong Kong Convention on Hong
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Kong International Convention for Ship Recycling, which will help in providing boost to the
ship- recycling industry in India.

57. Consider the following statements regarding Square Kilometre Array Observatory
(SKAO) project.
1. Square Kilometre Array Observatory (SKAO) project will be the world’s largest radio
telescope, once completed.
2. It aims to study the origin and evolution of cosmic magnetism, and dark energy and
evolution of galaxies.
3. India is participating in SKAO through the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and the
Department of Science and Technology (DST).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. D
Explanation: A global collaboration for the world’s largest radio telescope took formal shape
with the constitution of an Intergovernmental Council. The Square Kilometre Array
Observatory (SKAO) project, spanning two continents and involving the participation of 20
countries, is expected to be ready for carrying out observations towards the end of this
decade. Headquartered and controlled from the UK, the SKA is not a single telescope but
will be an array of antennas strategically designed and set up in South Africa and Australia.
SKA will allow astronomers to look deeper into the universe and unravel secrets about its
evolution.

58. Consider the following statements regarding Eravikulam National Park.
1. Eravikulam National Park is located along the Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu.
2. The Grasshopper Specialist Group of the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) is initiating the Red List Assessment of grasshoppers in India for the first
time.
3. Anamudi, the highest peak in south India is located here.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 2 only
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B. 1, 2
C. 1, 3
D. 2, 3
Ans. D
Explanation: Eravikulam National Park is located along the Western Ghats in the Idukki
district of Kerala. The terrain consists of high-altitude grasslands interspersed with sholas.
Anamudi, 2,695 meters, the highest peak in south India is inside this park. The Grasshopper
Specialist Group of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is initiating
the Red List Assessment of grasshoppers in India for the first time. The assessment will
include a new species of grasshopper discovered recently in the Eravikulam National Park in
Kerala’s Idukki district. So far, none of the Indian grasshopper species have been listed in
the Red Data Book. The Red List of Threatened Species, founded in 1964, is the world’s
most comprehensive inventory of the global conservation status of biological species.

59. Consider the following statements.
1. None of India’s territory directly falls in the Arctic region.
2. Changes in the Arctic will have an effect on India’s weather conditions and monsoon
patterns.
3. Himadri is India's first permanent Arctic research station located at Svalbard, Norway.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. D
Explanation: Though none of India’s territory directly falls in the Arctic region, it is a crucial
area as the Arctic influences atmospheric, oceanographic and biogeochemical cycles of the
earth’s ecosystem. Due to climate change, the region faces the loss of sea ice, ice caps, and
warming of the ocean which in turn impacts the global climate. The frigid Arctic, which keeps
losing ice due to global warming, is one of the batteries feeding the variations in Indian
monsoons. Himadri is India's first permanent Arctic research station located at Spitsbergen,
Svalbard, Norway.

60. The benefits under Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for pharmaceuticals are
applicable to which of the following?
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1. Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients
2. Key Starting Materials
3. Drug Intermediates
4. Orphan drugs
Choose the correct option using the codes below:
A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1, 2 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans. D
Explanation: The Union Cabinet recently approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme for the pharmaceutical sector, with an outlay of Rs. 15,000 crore. The PLI scheme
aims to boost domestic manufacturing and reduce imports by providing incentives on
incremental sales from products manufactured in the country. The Indian pharmaceutical
industry is 3rd largest in the world by volume and is worth USD 40 billion in terms of value.
The country contributes 3.5% of total drugs and medicines exported globally.

61. Which of the following taxes/duties are applied on petrol sales in India?
1. Excise duty
2. Sales Tax
3. Goods and Services Tax
4. Value Added Tax
Choose the correct option using the codes below:
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 3 only
C. 1, 2 and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans. C
Explanation: Diesel and petrol prices have hit record highs across the country. As per the
government, global crude oil prices have risen by more than 50 per cent to over $ 63.3 per
barrel since October 2020, which has forced oil retailers to increase fuel prices. The central
government has increased the central excise duty on petrol to Rs 32.98 per litre from Rs
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19.98 per litre at the beginning of 2020. It has also increased the excise duty on diesel to Rs
31.83 per litre from Rs 15.83 over the same period to boost revenues as economic activity
fell due to the pandemic. A number of states have also increased Value Added Tax (VAT) or
sales tax on petrol and diesel to improve revenues. Currently, state and central taxes
amount to around 180 per cent of the base price of petrol and 141 per cent of the base price
of diesel in Delhi

62. Consider the following statements about Gobardhan scheme:
1. Gobardhan scheme is implemented under Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin-Phase
2. Gobardhan scheme is implement by Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. C
Explanation: The Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched a unified portal for Gobardhan
(Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan) scheme, which aims to effectively manage
cattle and biodegradable waste in rural areas across the country. The Gobardhan scheme
launched in 2018 is implemented under the Swachh Bharat Mission GraminPhase 2, by the
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation under the Jal Shakti ministry. The scheme
aims to augment income of farmers by converting biodegradable waste into compressed
biogas (CBG). The goal is to provide farmers an alternative income of at least Rs 1 lakh
crore in the next five years. The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation supports every
district with technical assistance and financial support of up to Rs 50 lakh per district.

63. Consider the following statements regarding Biofuels
1. The most common kinds of biofuels in use today are ethanol and biodiesel that represent
the first generation of biofuel technology.
2. Ethanol is renewable and made from different kinds of plant materials.
3. Biodiesel is produced by combining alcohol with new and used vegetable oils and animal
fats.
4. Biofuels cannot be used as rocket fuels since they have high viscosity.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
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A. 1, 2
B. 1, 2, 3
C. 2, 3, 4
D. 1, 2, 3, 4
Ans. B
Explanation: On January 31, Stardust 1.0 was launched from Loring Commerce Centre in
Maine, US, becoming the first commercial space launch powered by biofuel, which is nontoxic for the environment as opposed to traditionally used rocket fuels. Biofuels are obtained
from biomass, which can be converted directly into liquid fuels that can be used as
transportation fuels. The two most common kinds of biofuels in use today are ethanol and
biodiesel and they both represent the first generation of biofuel technology. Ethanol, for
instance, is renewable and made from different kinds of plant materials. Biodiesel on the
other hand is produced by combining alcohol with new and used vegetable oils, animal fats
or recycled cooking grease.

64. Consider the following statements regarding government securities (G-secs):
1. G-secs can only be issued with a maturity of more than a year.
2. There is no capital gains tax on G-secs.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. D
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), recently announced that it will soon be
launching a platform, called “Retail Direct", which will provide retail investors direct access to
government securities (G-secs). The Retail Direct facility will provide access in both primary
markets – where investors buy G- secs directly from the issuer and secondary markets
where trading (buying and selling of G-secs) takes place among investors. G-secs are
tradable debt securities issued by RBI on behalf of the central government and can have a
tenure ranging from a few days to 40 years. Such securities are short term called treasury
bills with original maturities of less than one year, or long term called government bonds or
dated securities with original maturity of one year or more. G-Secs attract tax on interest
income. They also attract tax on capital gains in case they are traded in the market before
the maturity date of G-secs. They don”t attract capital gains tax if the G-secs are held till the
maturity date.
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65. Consider the following statements.
1. Indian Wild Ass Sanctuary located in the Little Rann of Kutch in the Gujarat is one of the
last places on earth where the Indian Wild Ass can be spotted.
2. Gujarat is the only abode of both Asiatic lions and Indian wild asses.
3. The Indian wild ass population has seen a marginal decline in the last five years.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2, 3
C. 1, 2
D. 1, 3
Ans. C
Explanation: The Indian wild ass population has risen by 37%, reveals data released by the
Gujarat forest department. The population has reached 6,082, according to the census
conducted in March 2020. Gujarat, the world’s only abode of Asiatic lions, is also the sole
home of Indian wild asses. The Wild Ass Sanctuary in the Little Rann of Kutch was added to
the tentative list of Unesco’s Natural World Heritage Sites in 2006. Indian wild asses have
been pulled back from the brink of extinction with years of effort. Indian Wild Ass Sanctuary
is one of the last places on earth where the Indian Wild Ass can be spotted.

MARCH 2021
66. “Bao-dhaan”, is a type of rice which is particularly associated with which of the following
state?
A. Assam
B. Manipur
C. Odisha
D. Goa
Ans. A
Explanation: In a major boost to India's rice exports potential, the first consignment of 'red
rice' was flagged off to USA in March “21. Iron-rich 'red rice' is grown in the Brahmaputra
valley of Assam, without the use of any chemical fertilizer. The rice variety is referred as
'Bao-dhaan', which is an integral part of Assamese food.
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67. “Kermadec Islands” which was in news recently is located in
A. Arafura Sea
B. South China Sea
C. East China Sea
D. None of the above
Ans. D
Explanation: An 8.1 earthquake has struck near the Kermadec Islands. They are a
subtropical island arc in the South Pacific Ocean northeast of New Zealand's North Island,
and a similar distance southwest of Tonga. · The islands are listed with the New Zealand
outlying islands. The islands are an immediate part of New Zealand.

68. “Southern Transitional Council (STC)” which was in news recently is associated with
which of the following countries?
A. Myanmar
B. Yemen
C. Nigeria
D. Chile
Ans. B
Explanation: Southern Transitional Council is a secessionist organization in Yemen. It was
formed by a faction of the Southern Movement, also known as al-Hirak al-Janoubi. It has
established its rule in southern Yemen.

69. “Everything but Arms (EBA)” is an initiative under which all imports from the Least
Developed Countries are duty-free and quota-free, with the exception of armaments.The
initiative is by which of the following organization?
A. European Union
B. ASEAN
C. BRICS
D. QUAD
Ans. A
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Explanation: It is an initiative of the European Union under which all imports to the EU from
the Least Developed Countries are duty-free and quota-free, with the exception of
armaments.The aim of the scheme is to encourage the development of the world's poorest
countries. The EBA is part of the EU Generalized System of Preferences (GSP).

70. The 25-year "strategic cooperation pact" which was in news recently is concerned with
which of the following countries
A. India and Japan
B. Iran and China
C. Russia and China
D. India and Bangladesh
Ans. B
Explanation: China and Iran signed what was described as a 25-year "strategic cooperation
pact. The agreement comes amid a major push from China to back Iran, which counts on
Beijing as its largest trading partner, as it deals with the continuing weight of sanctions.

71. Which of the following tiger reserves will be severly affected due to the “Ken-Betwa Link
Project”?
A. Panna Tiger Reserve
B. Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve
C. Udanti-Sitandi Tiger Reserve
D. Pakke Tiger Reserve
Ans. A
Explanation: Out of the 6,017 ha of forest area coming under submergence of Daudhan dam
of Ken Betwa Link Project, 4,206 ha of area lies within the core tiger habitat of Panna Tiger
Reserve.

72. The “Agricultural Marketing and Farmer Friendly Reforms Index (AMFFRI)” is developed
by the
A. Department of Agriculture Cooperation & Farmers Welfare
B. NITI Aayog
C. Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
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D. Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
Ans. B
Explanation: Agricultural Marketing and Farmer Friendly Reforms Index (AMFFRI). It ranks
states based on the degree of reforms they have undertaken in agricultural marketing. It is
launched by NITI Aayog. According to the “Agricultural Marketing and Farmer Friendly
Reforms Index”, a score of 0 implies no reforms while a score of 100 means complete
reforms. The index takes into account several parameters like states” implementation of the
model agricultural marketing Act, joining eNAM, special treatment to fruits and vegetables for
marketing and the level of taxes in state-regulated mandis (wholesale markets).

73. The places “Bassas De Pedra, Cora Divh and Sesostris Bank” were in news recently. It
is associated with
A. Coral Reefs
B. Mangrove Forests
C. Nesting Sites for Olive Ridley Turtles
D. Salt Pans
Ans. A
Explanation: College of Fisheries, Mangaluru, has urged the Union government to notify
groups of submerged coral reefs off coastal Karnataka as ecologically sensitive and treat
them on par with Lakshadweep Islands and eco-sensitive areas under the Wild Life
Protection Act. The Survey of India has named them as Bassas De Pedra, Cora Divh and
Sesostris Bank. They may be the extension of Lakshadweep Islands towards the north from
the Lakshadweep waters. The reefs are known to harbour some of the endangered species
such as sharks, spotted skates and rays, lobsters, shells which are listed under Schedule I
of the Wild Life Protection Act, including large bio diversity comprising sea weeds and sea
fans. If the reefs are over-fished they become barren and the bio-diversity totally lost.

74. “Whitsun Reef” which was in news recently is located in
A. Coral Sea
B. Java Sea
C. South China Sea
D. East China Sea
Ans. C
Explanation: Whitsun Reef is a reef at the northeast extreme limit of the Union Banks in the
Spratly Islands of the South China Sea. It is the largest reef of the Union Banks. The reef,
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which Manila calls Julian Felipe, is a boomerang-shaped and shallow coral region about 175
nautical miles west of Bataraza town in the western Philippine province of Palawan.

75. “Shigmo” is a harvest festival associated with which of the following states?
A. Nagaland
B. Manipur
C. Goa
D. Mizoram
Ans. C
Explanation: Shigmo is the celebration of a “rich, golden harvest of paddy” by the tribal
communities of Goa. Agricultural communities including the Kunbis, Gawdas and Velips
celebrate the festival that also marks the onset of spring. Folk dances like Ghodemodini (a
dance of equestrian warriors), Gopha and Phugadi are among the many dances performed
by the participating communities.

76. The Bhimbetka caves near Bhopal were in the news recently. Why?
A. The cave art repository dating back to Palaeolithic and Mesolithic times was destroyed
B. A fossil find dating back about 550 million years
C. The caves were opened for the first time for geological studies
D. The finds in the caves confirmed Aryan invasion theory
Ans. B
Explanation: This is the first time the particular fossilised organism has been recorded in
India. The fossil of Dickinsonia was found in Bhimbetka. The Dickinsonia are the earliest
known living animals. Dickinsonia belongs to the Ediacaran period. The Ediacaran period of
the earth’s history is named after the Ediacara hills in South Australia. Through Zircon dating
technique were the age profiles of the Dickinsonia fossils determined. The age profiles of the
Dickinsonia fossils in Bhimbetka make them comparable to those from Russia’s White Sea
region.

77. “Vulpia myuros” was in news recently. It is
A. An invasive species of grass.
B. An invasive snail species.
C. A species of locusts.
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D. A species of sea cucumber
Ans. A
Explanation: Vulpia myuros is an annual grass species of the genus Vulpia. It was probably
originally native to Eurasia, but it can now be found nearly worldwide as a naturalized
species. In the western Ghats, it forms dense, even swards of fine, hair-like stems in recently
disturbed habitats, such as 3-10-year-old pulverised fuel ash. It is typically displaced by
perennial grasses after about a decade.

78. “Exercise Dustlik” is a bilateral defence exercise held between armies of India and which
of the following countries?
A. Oman
B. Uzbekistan
C. Kazakhstan
D. Mongolia
Ans. B
Explanation: It is a bilateral defence exercise held between the Indian Army And Uzbekistan
Army. It is named after Dustlik, a town in the Jizzakh region of Uzbekistan.

79. The LINPACK Benchmarks is concerned with
A. Trade Facilitation Agreement in Services
B. Missile’s payload delivery
C. Light Detection and Ranging
D. Supercomputers
Ans. D
Explanation: The LINPACK Benchmarks are a measure of a system's floating point
computing power. Introduced by Jack Dongarra, they measure how fast a computer solves a
dense n by n system of linear equations Ax = b, which is a common task in engineering.

80. The “2030 Digital Compass Plan” which was in news recently is associated with
A. ASEAN
B. BIMSTEC
C. European Union (EU)
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D. SCO
Ans. C
Explanation: The European Commission has presented its 2030 Digital Compass plan which
covers ambitions for the increasing digitalization of society and infrastructure. The so-called
Digital Compass plan outlines the bloc's digital goals for the next decade.

81. Assertion (A): ”NISAR” is jointly developed by the ISRO, NASA and ESA.
Reason (R): It is a joint collaboration for a dual-frequency L and S-band SAR for earth
observation.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. D
Explanation: It is jointly developed by the ISRO and NASA. NASA-ISRO SAR (NISAR) is a
joint collaboration for a dual-frequency L and S band SAR for earth observation.

82. Assertion (A): The World Happiness Report is an annual report published by the United
Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network(SDSN).
Reason (R): India has been ranked 139 out of 149 countries in the World Happiness Report
2021.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: The report ranks countries by how happy their citizens perceive themselves to
be. This year it focuses on the effects of Covid-19 and how people all over the world have
fared. India has been ranked 139 out of 149 countries in the World Happiness Report 2021.
In 2020, India was ranked 144 out of 156 countries.
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83. Assertion (A): The Reserve Bank of India has set up a five-member Standing External
Advisory Committee, headed by former RBI Deputy Governor Shyamala Gopinath
Reason (R): This was setup for evaluating applications for universal banks and Small
Finance Banks (SFBs).
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. A
Explanation: The applications for universal banks and SFBs will first be evaluated by the RBI
to ensure prima facie eligibility of the applicants, after which the SEAC will evaluate the
applications. This is part of the central bank’s earlier announced plan to give banking permits
on a continuous basis to candidates, a process that is is commonly known as “on-tap”
licensing. On tap licensing means the RBI window for granting banking licences will be open
throughout the year. Universal banking is a system of banking where banks undertake a
blanket of financial services like investment banking, commercial banking, development
banking, insurance and other financial services including functions of merchant banking,
mutual funds, factoring, housing finance, insurance etc.

84. Assertion (A): Nigerian economist Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala was recently appointed as the
7th Director-General of WTO.
Reason (R): She is the first woman and first African to be appointed as the head of WTO.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: The Ministerial Conference, comprising of representatives of all the member
countries heads the WTO and is the highest policy making body. It meets at least once every
two years. In the WTO, there is a General Council composed of representatives of all the
members, which oversees the operation of the agreements and ministerial decisions on a
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regular basis. It also acts as a Dispute Settlement Body and a Trade Policy Review Body,
each with its own chairman. The Director General (DG), appointed for period of four years by
the Ministerial Conference, heads the Secretariat of the WTO.

85. Assertion (A): Recently, the National Board for Wildlife and Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change included Caracal in the list of critically endangered
species.
Reason (R): There are evidences of the caracal from a fossil dating back to the Indus Valley
civilisation.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: The National Board for Wildlife and Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change last month included the caracal, a medium-sized wildcat found in parts of
Rajasthan and Gujarat, in the list of critically endangered species. Besides India, the caracal
is found in several dozen countries across Africa, the Middle East, Central and South Asia.
While it flourishes in parts of Africa, its numbers in Asia are declining.

86. Assertion (A): The First Finance Commission was constituted in the year 1952 under the
chairmanship of KC Neogy.
Reason (R): The Fifteenth Finance Commission is the first ever Commission to have given
recommendations spanning a period of six years, that is, 2020-26.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: It was in the year 1952 that the First Finance Commission was constituted
under the chairmanship of KC Neogy for the period 1952-57. The latest in this chain is the
Fifteenth Finance Commission, which has performed the daunting and challenging task of
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submitting its report in COVID times. This is also the first ever Commission to have given
recommendations spanning a period of six years, that is, 2020-26. Though the Ninth and
Eleventh Commissions also came out with interim reports, the total span of the Commissions
was limited to five years.

87. Assertion (A): The European Parliament has declared the European Union as “LGBTIQ
Freedom Zone”.
Reason (R): Ireland became the first country to legalise same-sex marriage through public
vote.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: Recently, in response to the backsliding of LGBTIQ rights in some EU
countries, notably Poland and Hungary, the European Parliament has declared
the European Union an “LGBTIQ Freedom Zone”. A majority of countries in the
EU (23/27) recognise same-sex unions, with 16 legally recognizing same-sex marriage.

88. Assertion (A): RoDTEP is a scheme for Exporters to make Indian products costcompetitive and create a level playing field for them in the Global Market.
Reason (R): It has replaced the current Merchandise Exports from India Scheme, which is
not in compliance with WTO norms and rules.
In the context of the above which one of the following is correct
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true
Ans. B
Explanation: The notification of benefit rates payable to exporters under the Remission of
Duties and Taxes on Export Products (RODTEP) scheme is expected to take more time as it
is facing “teething issues”.
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89. Consider the following statements with respect to “Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI)”
1. It is a UN body which finances independent research projects to develop vaccines against
emerging infectious diseases (EID).
2. CEPI is focused on the World Health Organization's (WHO) "blueprint priority diseases".
3. CEPI was launched in 2020 at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Select the correct statements
A. 1 and 2
B. 2 Only
C. 1 and 3
D. 1, 2 and 3
Ans. B
Explanation: The COVAX program is led by the vaccine alliance GAVI, WHO and
the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) in partnership with UNICEF,
vaccine manufacturers and the World Bank, among others. The Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) is a foundation that takes donations from public, private,
philanthropic, and civil society organisations, to finance independent research projects to
develop vaccines against emerging infectious diseases (EID). CEPI is focused on the World
Health Organization's (WHO) "blueprint priority diseases", which include: the Middle East
respiratory syndrome-related coronavirus (MERS-CoV), the Severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the Nipah virus, the Lassa fever virus, and the Rift
Valley fever virus, as well as the Chikungunya virus and the hypothetical, unknown pathogen
"Disease X".

90. Consider the following statements.
1. Printing more money will always lead to Inflation.
2. Evidence shows that, in India, higher GDP growth causes the ratio of debt-to-GDP to
decline.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
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D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. B
Explanation: According to Economic Survey 2020-21 Vol-1, Printing more money does not
necessarily lead to inflation and a debasement of the currency. In fact, if the increased
money supply creates a disproportionate increase in output because the money is invested
to finance investment projects with positive net present value (where such value
incorporates all the societal value generated by the investment), the increased money supply
is beneficial to the citizens. Evidence over the last two-and-a-half decades demonstrates
clearly that in India, higher GDP growth causes the ratio of debt-to-GDP to decline but not
vice-versa.

91. Consider the following statements regarding Seabuckthorn.
1. It is a shrub which produces an orange-yellow coloured edible berry.
2. In India, it is found in the Himalayan region, generally in dry areas such as the cold
deserts of Ladakh and Spiti.
3. It is a soil-binding plant which prevents soil-erosion, checks siltation in rivers and helps
preserve floral biodiversity.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 1, 3
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. D
Explanation: The Himachal Pradesh government has decided to start planting seabuckthorn
in the cold desert areas of the state. It’s a shrub which produces an orange-yellow coloured
edible berry. In India, it is found above the tree line in the Himalayan region, generally in dry
areas such as the cold deserts of Ladakh and Spiti. In Himachal Pradesh, it is locally called
chharma and grows in the wild in Lahaul and Spiti and parts of Kinnaur. As a folk medicine,
seabuckthorn has been widely used for treating stomach, heart and skin problems.

92. Ministry of Science and Technology recently released new guidelines for the Geo-spatial
sector in India. Consider the following statements regarding Geospatial data.
1. Geospatial data is the data about objects or events that have a location on the surface of
the earth.
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2. The location may be static like the location of a road or dynamic like a moving vehicle or
pedestrian.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. C
Explanation: The Ministry of Science and Technology released new guidelines for the Geospatial sector in India, which deregulates existing protocol and liberalises the sector to a
more competitive field. Geospatial data is data about objects, events, or phenomena that
have a location on the surface of the earth.

93. Consider the following statements regarding Monetisation of assets.
1. It involves creation of new sources of revenue by unlocking the value of underutilized
public assets.
2. The Government has launched Infrastructure Investment Trusts (lnvITs) as part of the
brown field asset monetization strategy for augmenting infrastructure investment.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. C
Explanation: Asset Monetization involves creation of new sources of revenue by unlocking of
value of hitherto unutilized or underutilized public assets. Internationally, it is recognized that
public assets are a significant resource for all economies. The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, had approved monetisation of assets of POWERGRID, a Public Sector
Undertaking (PSU) under Ministry of Power, through Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT)
model. The proceeds from the asset monetization would be deployed by POWERGRID in
their new and under-construction projects.

94. Consider the following statements.
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1. National Green Tribunal is an independent environment regulator to oversee green
clearances.
2. National Board for Wildlife has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve
projects in and around national parks and sanctuaries.
3. The role of National Board for Wildlife is advisory in nature and advises the Central
Government on framing policies and measures for conservation of wildlife in the country.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1, 2
B. 3 only
C. 2, 3
D. 1, 3
Ans. C
Explanation: The Supreme Court asked the government to explain why it had not set up an
“independent environment regulator” to oversee green clearances. The top court had
ordered the setting up of a national environment regulatory body to ensure independent
oversight of green clearances way back in July 2011 in Lafarge Umiam Mining Private
Limited v. Union of India, commonly known as the “Lafarge mining case”. National Board for
Wildlife is a “Statutory Organization” constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. Its
roles is “advisory” in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies and
measures for conservation of wildlife in the country.

95. TrueNat machines, recently seen in news can be used to test
1. Covid-19
2. Tuberculosis
3. HIV
Select the correct answer code:
A. 1 only
B. 1, 2
C. 1, 3
D. 1, 2, 3
Ans. D
Explanation: TrueNat is a privately designed test that works on the same principle as RTPCR, but with a smaller kit and with faster results. TrueNat, designed by MolBio Diagnostics
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Pvt Ltd, Goa, is commonly used for tuberculosis and HIV testing. The ICMR approved
TrueNat for screening and confirmation for Covid-19.

96. Consider the following statements.
1. Delhi’s current status as a Union Territory with a Legislative Assembly was included in the
original Constitution.
2. The status, powers and functions of the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi is similar to that of a
Governor of a State.
3. The Lieutenant Governor of Delhi have the power to refer any matter, over which there is
a disagreement with the elected government, to the President.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
A. 2 only
B. 1, 2
C. 1, 3
D. 2, 3
Ans. B
Explanation: Delhi’s current status as a Union Territory with a Legislative Assembly is an
outcome of the 69th Amendment Act through which Articles 239A and 239B were introduced
in the Constitution. The Bench of then Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra and Justices A K
Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud and Ashok Bhushan, in three separate yet
concurring orders, had said: “The status of the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi is not that of a
Governor of a State, rather he remains an Administrator, in a limited sense, working with the
designation of Lieutenant Governor”. The L-G does have the power to refer any matter, over
which there is a disagreement with the elected government, to the President under Article
239A(4).

97. Consider the following statements regarding Project-75 I.
1. Six Scorpene class of submarines are being built under Project-75 I by Mazagon Dock
Limited (MDL), Mumbai.
2. INS Karanj is the first submarine under Project-75 I commissioned into the Indian Navy.
3. The technology for these submarines were developed by Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO).
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
A. 2 only
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B. 2, 3
C. 1, 3
D. 1 only
Ans. B
Explanation: The Indian Navy on March 10, 2021 inducted its third Scorpene-class
conventional diesel electric submarine, INS Karanj, into service. The first submarine of the
class, INS Kalvari, was commissioned in December 2017 and the second, INS Khanderi, in
September 2019. A fourth submarine, Vela, was launched into the water in May 2019 and
the fifth, Vagir, in November 2020, and both are undergoing sea trials. The Scorpene class
submarines are one of the most advanced conventional submarines in the world. The
Scorpene class of submarines were designed by French naval shipbuilding firm DCNS in
partnership with Spanish shipbuilding firm Navantia. Under Project 75I of the Indian Navy,
six latest-generation attack submarines are being built. They are expected to be completed
by 2022. The project is taking shape at Mazagon Dock in Mumbai.

98. Consider the following statements.
1. China is the largest producer of generic medicines in the world.
2. India launched “Vaccine Maitri” campaign, aimed at provisioning COVID-19 vaccines to
countries both near to and away from its immediate neighbourhood.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. B
Explanation: India is the largest producer of generic medicines in the world. India’s ongoing
“Vaccine Maitri” campaign, which is aimed at provisioning COVID-19 vaccines to countries
both near to and away from its immediate neighborhood, is one of the most important recent
initiatives to leverage its science and technological advantages for the furtherance of its
foreign policy objectives.

99. Consider the following statements about Defence Production in India:
1. Foreign Direct Investment in Defence is 100% in India.
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2. SRIJAN Portal is portal of patents for defence product, which will be provided freely to
domestic industry.
3. Chetak Helicopter is fully indigenous helicopter made by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3
Ans. A
Explanation: Currently, 100 per cent overseas investments are permitted in the defence
industry 74 per cent is allowed under the automatic route but beyond that, government
approval is required. Pursuant to Atmanirbhar Bharat announcement, Department of
Defence Production has developed an indigenization portal, srijandefence.gov.in, as
“opportunities for Make in India” in Defence, which will give information on items that can be
taken up for indigenization by the private sector. On this portal, DPSUs/OFB/SHQs can
display their items which they have been importing or are going to import which the Indian
Industry can design, develop and manufacture as per their capability or through joint venture
with OEMs. Chetak Helicopter is made under a licensing arrangement between French
aircraft company Sud Aviation and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

100. Consider the following statements about “MILAN-2T Anti-Tank Guided Missiles”:
1. This is semi-automatic command to line-of-sight missile with range of 10 km.
2. It is developed in India with alliance of Indian PSU Bharat Dynamics and Israeli Defence
Company.
3. Only challenge with this missile is that it gets affected by Radio Jamming.
Which of the above statements are incorrect?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3
Ans. D
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Explanation: Defence Ministry seals deal with BDL to acquire 4,690 anti-tank guided
missiles. The Milan-2T is a Tandem Warhead ATGM with the range of 1,850 metres,
produced by BDL under license from MBDA Missile Systems, France. These missiles can
be fired from ground as well as vehicle-based launchers and can be deployed in Anti-Tank
Role for both offensive & defensive tasks.
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