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Time Allowed: 2 HoursMaximum Marks: 200 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. IMMEDITELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION, YOU SHOULD 

CHECK THAT THIS TEST BOOKLET DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNPRINTED OR TORN OR MISSING PAGES OR 

ITEMS, ETC. IF SO, GET IT REPLACED BY A COMPLETE TEST BOOKLET. 

2. You have to enter your Roll Number on the Test 

Booklet in the Box provided alongside. DO NOT 

Write anything else on the Test Booklet. 

4. This Test Booklet contains 150 items (questions). Each item is printed only in English. Each item 

comprises four responses (answers). You will select the response which you want to mark on the 

Answer Sheet. In case you feel that there is more than one correct response, mark the response 

which you consider the best. In any case, choose ONLY ONE response for each item. 

5. You have to mark all your responses ONLY on the separate Answer Sheet provided. See directions 

in the Answer Sheet. 

6. All items carry equal marks. 

7. Before you proceed to mark in the Answer Sheet the response to various items in the Test 

Booklet, you have to fill in some particulars in the Answer Sheet as per instructions sent to you with 

your Admission Certificate. 

8. After you have completed filling in all your responses on the Answer Sheet and the examination 

has concluded, you should hand over to the Invigilator only the Answer Sheet. You are permitted to 

take away with you the Test Booklet. 

9. Sheets for rough work are appended in the Test Booklet at the end. 

10. Penalty for wrong answers: 

THERE WILL BE PENALTY FOR WRONG ANSWERS MARKED BY A CANDIDATE IN THE OBJECTIVE TYPE 

QUESTION PAPERS. 

(i) There are four alternatives for the answer to every question. For each question for which a wrong 

answer has been given by the candidate, one-third of the marks assigned to that question will be 

deducted as penalty. 

(ii) If a candidate gives more than one answer, it will be treated as a wrong answer even if one of the 

given answers happens to be correct and there will be same penalty as above to that question. 

(iii) If a question is left blank, i.e., no answer is given by the candidate, there will be no penalty for 

that question. 
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Pre historic Period 
 

1. Who is known as the father of Indian prehistory? 

A. Le Mesurier 

B. Robert Bruce Foote 

C. Subba Rao 

D. Miles Burkit 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The term "The Father of Indian Prehistory" was given to the man who is not an 

Indian, The British geologist Robert Bruce Foote's additional efforts and hard work made 

him as the father of Indian Prehistory. Foote discovered many prehistoric Paleolithic 

artifacts in India. 

 

2. The Megaliths of South India are mainly associated with 

A. Mesolithic age 

B. Iron age 

C. Chalcolithic age 

D. Neolithic age 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Megaliths are spread across the Indian subcontinent, though the bulk of them 

are found in peninsular India, concentrated in the states of Maharashtra (mainly in 

Vidarbha), Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. When 

North India went through the Chalcolithic period, it was the phase of Iron Age culture 

in South India. The Iron Age predated the Sangam Age; however the later part of Iron 

Age culture moved in tandem with the Sangam age and is referred to as 

the Megalithic culture in the Deccan and South India. 

 

3. The Palaeolithic Age in India is divided into three phases, based on tool technology. 

Which of the following phases is/are correctly matched with its tools? 

A. Middle Palaeolithic – tools made on flakes 
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B. Upper Palaeolithic – tools made on flakes and blades 

C. Lower Palaeolithic – handaxe and cleaver industries 

D. All of the above 

Ans.  D 

Explanation: The main tool types in Lower Palaeolithic Culture phase were hand axes and 

cleavers, along with chopper-chopping tools. They were made both on cores as well as 

flakes. 

 

4. Which one of the following statements is not correct? 

A. The palaeolithic man in India know the use of fire 

B. The Copper Age and the Early Iron Age can be distinguished in North India. However, the 

Iron Age immediately succeeds the Stone Age in South India. 

C. Prehistoric paintings have been found in Kaimur ranges and Mirzapur District 

D. Palaeolithic granes have been found in Guntur and Kurnool Districts in South India 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Middle Paleolithic Age was mainly associated with early form of man, 

Neanderthal, whose remains are often found in caves with evidence of the use of fire. He 

got his name from the valley of Neander (Germany). Neanderthal was hunter of prehistoric 

time. In India, Palaeolithic men did not know the use of fire. 

 

5. Who among the following cultures were the first to paint their pottery? 

A. Mesolithic 

B. Iron age 

C. Neolithic 

D. Chalcolithic 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The presence of painted pottery is a hallmark of the Chalcolithic period. The 

pottery ranges from Red ware, deep red ware to deep brown and black, Pictographic red 

and black and polished red. 
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6. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                            List II 

     (Age)                                            (Event)  

a. Paleolithic Age                      1. Copper was known 

b. Mesolithic Age                      2. Emergence of modern man 

c. Neolithic Age                         3. Discovery of fire 

d. Chalcolithic Age                    4. Tools used for harvesting crops                    

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. C 

 

7. Assertion (A): During the Neolithic Age, the beads found with burial remains show that 

people used beads made of lapis lazuli, carnelian, banded agate and white marine shell. 

Reason (R): A single copper bead has also been found. The occurrence of shell bangles and 

pendants made of mother of- pearl indicates long-distance trade. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 
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Explanation: The Neolithic Age, which means New Stone Age, was the last and third part of 

the Stone Age. In India, it spanned from around 7,000 B.C. to 1,000 B.C. The Neolithic Age is 

mainly characterized by the development of settled agriculture and the use of tools and 

weapons made of polished stones. The major crops grown during this period were ragi, 

horse gram, cotton, rice, wheat, and barley. Pottery first appeared in this age. 

 

8. Which of the following are important rock-painting sites of Prehistoric Rock Art? 

1. Murhana Pahar in Uttar Pradesh 

2. Bhimbetka, Adamgarh, Lakha Juar in Madhya Pradesh 

3. Kupagallu in Karnataka 

4. Chargul in north-west Pakistan. 

Select the answer from the codes given below: 

A. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

B. 1, 3 and 4 

C. 1, 2 and 3 

D. 2, 3 and 4 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Almost all the rock-shelters in India occupied by the Upper Palaeolithic and 

Mesolithic people, and many others as well, contain rock-paintings depicting a variety of 

subjects, chiefly animals, or scenes including both people and animals. The distribution of 

these rock-paintings is very wide. They have been found in Chargul in north-west Pakistan to 

Orissa in the east, and from the Kumaon hills in the north to Kerala in the south. 

 

9. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect? 

1. The Neolithic Age people were the first food producers. 

2. The Potter’s Wheel was not known to the Neolithic Age humans. 

3. The Neolithic Age people used tools of polished stone. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 2 only 
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B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Neolithic settlers were the earliest farming communities. The earliest 

Neolithic settlers raised domestic animals and produced cereals. The Potter’s Wheel was 

known to the Neolithic Age humans. The people of the Neolithic age used tools and 

implements of polished stone. They particularly used stone axes, which have been found in 

large numbers in a  substantial part of the hilly tracts of India. 

 

10. Consider the following statements about life in India during Chalcolithic period: 

1. Chalcolithic man was aware of script. 

2. Women wore ornaments of shell and bone and carried finely worked combs in their hair. 

3. Man had invented the technique of spinning and weaving cloth. 

4. Leisure hours were given to fun and amusement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 1, 2 and 3 

C. Only 2, 3 and 4 

D. All of the above 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Chalcolithic or Eneolithic period marks the use of the metals among which the 

Copper was first. Chalcolithic means use of copper and stone. Copper was probably the first 

metal used by humans and the period of Copper Age was from 1800-800 BC. Thus, 

chalcolithic period was transition between Stone Age and metal age. This was the period in 

which stone tools were losing their significance and copper tools were finding grounds. The 

Chalcolithic people were fond of ornaments and decoration. The women wore ornaments of 

shell and bone and carried finely worked combs in their hair. They manufactured beads of 

semi-precious stones such as carnelian, steatite, and quartz crystal. 

 



General Studies Paper#1-Sectional Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 7 
 

Indus Valley Civilization 

 

11. Which was the only Indus site with an artificial brick dockyard? 

A. Lothal 

B. Kalibangan 

C. Harappa 

D. Mohenjo Daro 

Ans. A 

Explanation: othal was the port city of Indus Valley Civilization. It was located at Saragwala, 

Gujarat. The dockyard was located away from the main current to avoid deposition of silt. It 

is speculated that Lothal engineers studied tidal movements, and their effects on brick-built 

structures, since the walls are of kiln-burnt bricks. 

 

12. Which was the only city of the Indus without fortification 

A. Kalibanga 

B. Mohanjodaro 

C. Harappa 

D. Chanhudaro 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Chanhu Daro is the only harappan city which does not have a fortified citadel. 

The Chanhu Daro has given evidence of factories of various figurines, seals, toys, bone 

implements so it has been interpreted that it was a settlement with lots of artisans and was 

an industrial town. 

 

13. The Great Bath of Indus Valley civilisation is found at 

A. Harappa 

B. Mohenjo-Daro 

C. Ropar 
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D. Kalibangan 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Great Bath is one of the best-known structures among the ruins of the 

ancient Indus Valley Civilization at Mohenjo-daro in Sindh, Pakistan. Archaeological evidence 

indicates that the Great Bath was built in the 3rd millennium BCE, soon after the raising of 

the “citadel” mound on which it is located. 

 

14. The Harappans were the earliest people to produce 

A. Seals 

B. Bronze implements 

C. Cotton 

D. Barely 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Farmers in the Indus valley were the first to spin and weave cotton. In 1929 

archaeologists recovered fragments of cotton textiles at Mohenjo-Daro, in what is now 

Pakistan, dating to between 3250 and 2750 BCE. Cottonseeds founds at nearby Mehrgarh 

have been dated to 5000 BCE. Literary references further point to the ancient nature of the 

subcontinent’s cotton industry. The Vedic scriptures, composed between 1500 and 1200 

BCE allude to cotton spinning and weaving. 

 

15. Which one of the following Harappan sites is NOT located in Gujarat? 

A. Surkotada 

B. Rangpur 

C. Sutkagendor 

D. Desalpur 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Sutkagan Dor (or Sutkagen Dor) is the westernmost known archaeological site 

of the Indus Valley Civilization. It is located about 480 km west of Karachi on the Makran 

coast near Gwadar, close to the Iranian border, in Pakistan’s Baluchistan Province. The site is 
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near the western bank of the Dasht River and its confluence with a smaller stream, known 

as the Gajo Kaur. It was a smaller settlement with substantial stone walls and gateways. 

 

16. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                 List II 

     (Settlement)                     (State) 

a. Mohenjo-daro                1. Haryana 

b. Lothal                               2. Gujarat 

c. Kalibangan                       3. Sindh 

d. Banawali                         4. Rajasthan  

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. B 

 

17. Assertion (A): There is no conclusive proof of the presence of temples or public places of 

worship in the Indus civilization. 

Reason (R): To the Harappans, religion was perhaps more a personal and a private matter 

than a public affair. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 
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Ans. C 

Explanation: The Indus Valley Civilization contained more than 1,000 cities and settlements. 

These cities contained well-organized wastewater drainage systems, trash collection 

systems, and possibly even public granaries and baths. Although there were large walls and 

citadels, there is no evidence of monuments, palaces, or temples. The uniformity of 

Harappan artifacts suggests some form of authority and governance to regulate seals, 

weights, and bricks. 

 

18. Assertion (A): Pipal tree is believed to be venerated during the Indus Valley Civilization. 

Reason (R): Proto-Shiva cult was popular during the Indus Valley Civilization. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Pashupati seal, discovered from the sites of the Indus Valley Civilization, has 

beenidentified as Proto-Shiva seal. The Harappans might have also venerated the Pipal 

trees. One seal depicts seven figures paying obeisance to the tree. A horned figure stands on 

the tree. Some scholars argue that this scene is reminiscent of the later-day Saptmatrikas.  

 

19. Look at the following statements about Harappan cities: 

1. Streets ran straight and cut each other at right angles. 

2. Houses were built of brick and had thick strong walls, which were plastered and coloured. 

3. Roofs of houses were conical. 

4. There were plenty of windows in houses. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 1, 2 and 3 
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C. Only 1, 2 and 4 

D. All of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Harappan culture was distinguished by its system of town planning. 
Harappa and Mohenjodaro each had its own citadel or acropolis, which was possibly  
occupied by members of the ruling class. Below the citadel in each city lay a lower town 
containing brick houses, which were inhabited by the common people. The remarkable 
thing about the arrangement of the houses in the cities is that they followed the grid 
system. Granaries constituted an important part of the Harappan cities. The use of burnt 
bricks in the Harappan cities is remarkable, because in the contemporary buildings of Egypt 
mainly dried bricks were used. The drainage system of Mohenjodaro was very impressive. 
In almost all cities every big or small house had its own courtyard and bathroom. In 
Kalibangan many houses had their wells. At sites such as Dholavira and Lothal (Gujarat), 
the entire settlement was fortified, and sections within the town were also separated by 
walls. 

 

20. Consider the following statements: 

1. At Burzahom, domestic dogs were buried with their masters. 

2. Koldihwa is known for the cultivation of rice. 

3. Ash mounds and habitation sites have been found in Piklihal. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The people of Burzahom used coarse grey pottery. It is interesting that at 

Burzahom, domestic dogs were buried with their masters in their graves. This practice does 

not seem to be evident in any other Neolithic culture in India. Neolithic sites, such as 

Koldihwa and Mahagra in Allahabad district, are known for the cultivation of rice in the 5th 

millennium BC. The Neolithic settlers in Piklihal were cattle-herders. They domesticated 

cattle, sheep, goats, etc., and set up seasonal camps surrounded by cowpens made with 

posts and stakes, in which they accumulated dung. When it was time to move, the entire 
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camping ground was set afire and cleared for the next session of camping. Both ash mounds 

and habitation sites have been found in Piklihal. 

 

Vedic Culture 

 

21. Where were the hymns of Rigveda compose? 

A. Punjab 

B. Gujarat 

C. Rajasthan 

D. Uttar Pradesh 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The hymns were composed by sages (rishi); who were highly learned men. 

Some of the hymns were also composed by women. An older form of Sanskrit was used for 

writing the Rigvedas. The Sanskrit which we use today is entirely different from the Sanskrit 

in the Rigveda. Aryans were nomadic pastoral people who originally inhabited the Caspian 

Sea region of Central Asia. In the middle of the third millennium BC, they started a great 

migration towards Europe and Asia. In search of pastures a section of this migratory 

population reached the frontiers of the Indian subcontinent around 2000 BC. They settled 

down in Punjab. 

 

22. ‘Ayurveda’ has its origin in 

A. Rig Veda 

B. Sama Veda 

C. Yajur Veda 

D. Atharva Veda 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The fundamentals on which the Ayurvedic system is based are essentially true 

for all times and do not change from are to age. These are based on human actors, on 

intrinsic causes. The origin of Ayurveda is attributed to Atharva Veda where mention is 

made several diseases with their treatments. 
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23. The ritualistic precepts pertaining to the hymns of the Vedas are known as the 

A. Samhitas 

B. Aranyakas 

C. Brahmanas 

D. Upanishads 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The Brahmanas are chiefly religious documents, including ritualistic precepts 

and sacrificial duties. 

 

24.  Which of the following Craftsmanship was not practised by the Aryans? 

A. Pottery 

B. Jewellery 

C. Carpentry 

D. Blacksmith 

Ans. 

Explanation: Blacksmith craftsmanship was not practised by the Aryans. Iron metal was not 

known to Aryans who belonged to Vedic age. The people post – Vedic age used Iron. The 

beginning of the use of iron has been traditionally associated with the eastward migration of 

the later Vedic people, who are also considered as an agency which revolutionised material 

culture particularly in eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

 

25. The tax which the kings used to collect from the people in the Vedic period was called 

A. Bali 

B. Vidatha 

C. Varman 

D. Kara 

Ans. A 
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Explanation: In Vedic age the king used to collect Bali from the people which is an offering 

made to king or God. It was voluntarily paid in Rig-Vedic Period but later it was made 

compulsory. 

 

26. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                        List II 

        (Book)                                    (Subject)  

a. Dharmasutra                 1. Duties of Householders 

b. Srautasutras                  2. Earliest law books of India 

c. Grihyasutras                  3. Hymns chanted during sacrifices 

d. Sulvasutra                      4. Marks the beginning of geometry and mathematics 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   1   4 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. C 

Explanation: A dharma sutra is a book or scripture that forms the initial foundation of Hindu 

law, containing regulations regarding government, castes, relationships among people, 

economic actions, diet and religious affairs. There were many texts considered a dharma 

sutra, but only four survived into modern times. Gautama Dharmasūtra is a Sanskrit text and 

likely one of the oldest Hindu Dharmasutras (600-200 BCE), whose manuscripts have 

survived into the modern age. Śrautasūtras are ritual-related sutras based on the śruti. The 

first versions of the Kalpa (Vedanga) sutras were probably composed by the sixth century 

BCE, starting about the same time as the Brahmana layer of the Vedas were composed and 

most ritual sutras were complete by around 300 BCE. The Grihya-sutras describe the 

ceremonies (samskaras) that mark each stage of an individual's life, from the moment of 

conception to the final death rites; the five daily sacrifices (mahayajna); seasonal 

ceremonies; and those observed on special occasions, such as house building or cattle 

breeding. The four major Sulva Sutras, which are mathematically the most significant, are 
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those composed by Baudhayana, Manava, Apastamba and Katyayana. Out of them the 

oldest belongs to Baudhayana and dates back to 600BC. They discuss the cases of the 

Pythagorean Theorem and Pythagorean triples. 

 

27. Assertion (A): The Ashrama system appeared during later Vedic age. 

Reason (R): The institution of Gotra appeared during early Vedic age. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The origin of Gotra lies during Rigvedic times. Its literal meaning is cow-pen or 

the place to keep your cows. During Vedic period Cow was considered to be the most 

important wealth and people closely related to each other used to keep them at same 

place. 

 

28. Assertion (A): During early Vedic period most of their wars were fought for cattle. 

Reason (R): Satapatha Brahmana speaks at length about the Ploughing rituals. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Shatapatha Brahmana is a commentary on the Śukla Yajurveda. It is 

written by the Father of the Indian philosophy saint Yajnavalkya. Described as the most 

complete, systematic, and important of the Brahmanas, it contains detailed explanations of 

Vedic sacrificial rituals, symbolism, and mythology. Satapatha Brahmana mentions rituals 
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related to ploughing.  The god Balarama is depicted with a plough, which suggests the 

importance of cultivation. 

 

29. Read the following statements carefully: 

1. Rig Vedic Aryans fought most of their wars for the sake of cows. 

2. Rig Vedic Aryans were predominantly pastoral people. 

3. Land was main form of property during Rig Vedic age. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Vedic period, or Vedic age, is the period in the late Bronze Age and early 

Iron Age of the history of India when the Vedas were composed in the northern Indian 

subcontinent, between the end of the Urban Indus Valley Civilisation and a second 

urbanisation which began in the central Indo-Gangetic Plain c. 600 BCE. The Rig vedic 

society was a pastoral society and cattle rearing was their main occupation. Niksha was the 

unit of currency, which was made of gold. Shifting agriculture was practised and fire was 

used to burn down forest cover and then the cleared patch of land was sown. 

 

30. Read the following statements carefully about the ‘battle of ten kings’ mentioned in Rig 

Veda: 

1. This battle was fought between the Bharatas on the one hand and the host of ten chiefs 

on the other hand. 

2. This battle was fought on the banks of river Parushni, identical with the river Ravi. 

3. This battle gave victory to King Sudas and established the supremacy of the Bharatas. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 
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B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The battle of ten kings was between Sudas, a Bharata king of the Tritsu family 

and the confederacy of ten well-known tribes- Puru, Yadu, Turvasa, Anu, Druhyu, Alina, 

Paktha, Bhalanas, Shiva and Vishanin. The former five are said to be Aryan tribe while the 

later 5 are said to be Non-Aryan tribes. This battle is memorialized in the 7th Mandala of the 

Rigveda, in hymns 18, 33 and 83. Sudas was able to defeat the entire confederacy of ten+ 

Kings and emerge as victorious. All enemies of Sudas were defeated, thousands were killed. 

 

Jainism and Buddhism 

 

31. In Buddhism, what does Patimokkha stand for? 

A. The questions of king Menander 

B. A description of Mahayana Buddhism 

C. A description of Hinayana Buddhism 

D. The rules of the Monastic life 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The Patimokkha is the most important code for fulfilling the monastic life of the 

monks and nuns. It governs the actions and speech that support their monastic life. It acts 

like the national laws that govern countries. It provides a clear definition of offenses as well 

as their punishments. 

 

32. Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana in the republic of 

A. Lichhavis 

B. Mallas 

C. Palas 

D. Shakyas 
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Ans. B 

Explanation: Malla was an ancient Indian republic that constituted one of the sixteen 

Mahajanapadas (great kingdoms) of ancient India. The republic is notable for being the 

chosen death place of Mahavira and Gautama Buddha. Kushinagar was the capital of Malla 

Republic. Mahatma Buddha got Mahaparinirvana at Kushinagar. 

 

33. Who was the author of Buddha Charita? 

A. Nagarjuna 

B. Asvaghosha 

C. Vasumitra 

D. Nagasen 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Buddhacharita is an epic poem in the Sanskrit mahakavya style on the life of 

Gautama Buddha by Asvaghoa, composed in the early second century CE. Of the poem's 28 

cantos, the first 14 are extant in Sanskrit complete. 

 

34. Buddha is depicted on the coins of 

A. Kanishka 

B. Wima Kadphises 

C. Budhgupta 

D. Nahapana 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Kanishka issued coins that honored the Buddha. Coin of the Kushan 

emperor Kanishka, with the Buddha on the reverse, and his name "BODDO" in Greek script, 

minted circa 120 CE. 

 

35. Who was the author of Kalpsutra? 

A. Hemchandra 

B. Vasumitra 



General Studies Paper#1-Sectional Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 19 
 

C. Sthulbhadra 

D. Bhadrabahu 

Ans.  D 

Explanation: The Kalpa Sutra is a Jain text containing the biographies of the Jain 

Tirthankaras. Bhadrabahu is considered the author of the text and it is traditionally said to 

have been composed about one hundred and fifty years after Nirvana of Mahavira. 

 

36. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                              List II 

     (Characters)                           (Related objects)  

a. Bodhisattva Maitreya         1. Katyotsarga Posture 

b. Gautama Buddha                2. Flask  

c. Jina                                         3. Dharmachakra Pravartana Mudra 

d. Tirthankara                          4. Garudadhvaja Maiteya 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. C 

Explanation: There are many bodhisattvas. Maitreya is the Buddha of the future, who will be 

born to teach enlightenment in the next age. The bodhisattva Maitreya is identified by the 

small flask he holds in his left hand, filled with a liquid of immortality. Maitreya is the 

earliest bodhisattva around whom a cult developed and is mentioned in scriptures from the 

3rd century. He was accepted by all schools of Buddhism and is still the only bodhisattva 

generally honoured by the Theravada tradition. In Jainism, Tīrthankaras are arihants who 

after attaining kevalajnana (pure infinite knowledge) preach the true dharma. An Arihant is 

also called Jina (victor), that is one who has conquered inner enemies such as anger, 

attachment, pride and greed. Kayotsarga is a yogic posture which is an important part of the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arihant_(Jainism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevala_Jnana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dharma_(Jainism)
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Jain meditation. It literally means "dismissing the body". A tirthankara is represented either 

seated in yoga posture or standing in the kayotsarga posture.  

 

37. Assertion (A): The questions and answers that Menander exchanged with the Buddhist 

teacher Nagasena, also called Nagarjuna, constitute the subject matter of book 

Milindapanho. 

Reason (R): Heliodorus set up a pillar in the honour of Vasudeva near Vidisa (headquarters 

of Vidisa  district) in Madhya Pradesh around the middle of the second century BC. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Milinda Panha is a Buddhist text which dates from sometime between 100 

BC and 200 AD. It purports to record a dialogue between the Buddhist sage Nagasena, and 

the Indo-Greek king Menander I of Bactria, who reigned in the 2nd century BC. The 

Heliodorus pillar is a stone column that was erected around 113 BCE in central India in 

Besnagar (near Vidisha, Madhya Pradesh). The pillar was called the Garuda-standard by 

Heliodorus, referring to the deity Garuda. Heliodorus describes himself as a Bhagavata that 

is, a worshipper of the god Vasudeva Krishna and that he set up this pillar in honour of this 

god. The bird Garuda is regarded as the vehicle of Vishnu.  

 

38. Assertion (A): Ashoka appointed Dhammamahamatras for propagating his dhamma 

among various social groups including women. 

Reason (R): Third Buddhist council (Sangiti) was held by Ashoka and missionaries were sent 

not only to south India but also to Sri Lanka, Burma and other countries. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 
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D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: A Mahamatra (meaning ""Officer of high rank") was an "officer of morality" 

established by the Indian Emperor Ashoka (reigned 269-233BCE).  Dhamma Mahamattas 

were a formation of officials who served dual functions of making sure the dhamma was 

propagated and to keep the emperor aware about the public opinion. They also saw to the 

fair treatment of the people of different sects along with the prisoners' welfare. The Third 

Buddhist council was convened in about 240 BCE at Asokarama in Pataliputra, supposedly 

under the patronage of Emperor Ashoka. The council was presided over by Mogaliputta 

Tissa. 

 

39. Consider the following statements:  

1. Jainas went to the south India under the leadership of Sthulabhadra. 

2. Gautama Buddha delivered his first sermon at Sarnath. 

3. Chandragupta was influenced to accept Jainism by the Bhadrabahu. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Sthulabhadra was the founder of Svetambara Jain order during a 12-year 

famine in Maurya empire in third or fourth-century BC. He was a disciple of Bhadrabahu and 

Sambhutavijaya. His father was Sakatala, a minister in Nanda kingdom before the arrival of 

Chandragupta Maurya. Acarya Bhadrabahu was, according to the Digambara sect of Jainism, 

the last Shruta Kevalin in Jainism but Svetambara, believes the last Shruta Kevalin was 

Acharya Sthulabhadra, but was forbade by Bhadrabahu from disclosing it. He was the last 

acharya of the undivided Jain sangha. 

 

40. Read the following statements carefully and choose the right answer by using the codes 

given below: 
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1. Parsavanatha was the twenty-third Tirthankara and he belonged to Banaras. 

2. Vardhamana Mahavira was born in a village near Vaishali. 

3. Mahavira’s mother was the daughter of Lichchhavi chief Chetaka. 

4. Brahmacharya doctrine was added by Mahavira. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 1, 2 and 3 

C. Only 2, 3 and 4 

D. All of the above 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Mahavira, also known as Vardhamana is the 24th Tirthankara of Jainism. He 

was the spiritual successor of the 23rd Tirthankara Parshvanatha. Mahavira was born in the 

early part of the 6th century BCE into a royal family in Bihar, India. His mother's name was 

Trishala and his father's name was Siddhartha. 

 

Emergence of Mahajanapad and Magadh 

 

41.  Which of the following region was associated with Anga Mahajanpadas? 

A. Modern districts of Monghyr and Bhagalpur in Bihar 

B. Modern districts of Patna, Gaya, and parts of Shahabad 

C. modern districts of Deoria, Basti, Gorakhpur and Siddarthnagar in eastern UP 

D. All of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Anga was an ancient Indian kingdom that flourished on the eastern Indian 

subcontinent and one of the sixteen mahajanapadas ("large state"). It lay to the east of its 

neighbour and rival, Magadha, and was separated from it by the river Champa in the 

modern day Bhagalpur and Munger in the state of Bihar. 
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42. When Alexander invaded India, who were the rulers of Magadha? 

A. Haryankas 

B. Shishinagas 

C. Nandas 

D. Mauryas 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The Nanda dynasty ruled in the northern part of the Indian subcontinent during 

the 4th century BCE, and possibly during the 5th century BCE. The Nandas overthrew the 

Shaishunaga dynasty in the Magadha region of eastern India, and expanded their empire to 

include a larger part of northern India. Chandragupta Maurya, an ambitious young man, 

attacked and conquered Magadha. That was the end of the Nanda rule. 

 

43. Who among the following was the founder of Magadha? 

A. Haryankas and Brihadratha 

B. Ajatshatru and Jarasandha 

C. Udayin nad Ajashatru 

D. Jarasandha and Brihadratha 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Jarasandha and Brihadratha was the founder of Magadha but the growth 

started under the Haryankas.  

 

44.  Which of the following Mahajanpad was monarchical state?  

A. Magadha 

B. Kosala 

C. Vatsa 

D. All of the above 

Ans. D 
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javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;


General Studies Paper#1-Sectional Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 24 
 

Explanation: Republican mahajanapadas was not ruled by any king while monarchical 

mahajanapadas was ruled by a king. Republican Mahajanpadas were ruled by a 

group of people elected by the common people whereas Monarchial Mahajanpadas were 

ruled by a hereditary King . Malla, Vajji, Kamboja and Kuru were Republican states while 

Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa, Aanti, Anga, Kashi, Gandhara, Shursena, Chedi and Matsya 

were monarchical in nature. 

 

45. Which of the following Buddhist text provides the names of 16 Mahajanpadas? 

A. Jatakas 

B. Bhagga of Sumsumgiri 

C. Anguttara Nikaya 

D.  Malvikagnimitran 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Ancient Buddhist texts like the Anguttara Nikaya make frequent reference 

to sixteen great kingdoms and republics which had developed and flourished in a belt 

stretching from Gandhara in the northwest to Anga in the eastern part of the Indian 

subcontinent. 

 

46. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                 List II 

        (Ruler)                         (Mahajanapadas)  

a. Prasenajita                    1. Vatsa 

b. Udayana                       2. Avanti 

c. Pradyota                      3. Magadha 

d. Ajatsatru                      4. Kosala 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 4   1   2   3 
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C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Mahajanapadas were a set of sixteen kingdoms that existed in ancient 

India. It all began when the tribes (janas) of the late Vedic period decided to form their own 

territorial communities, which eventually gave rise to new and permanent areas of 

settlements called 'states' or 'janapadas. 

 

47. Assertion (A): It took Ajatashatru 16 long years to destroy the independence of 

Lichchhavis and to defeat them in battle. 

Reason (R): Minister Varsakara of Magadha was used to sow the seeds of dissension in the 

ranks of  Lichchhavis of Vaishali. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans.  A 

Explanation: Bimbisara ruled for 52 years roughly from 544 B.C. to 492 B.C. He was 

succeeded by his son Ajatashatru (492- 460 B.C.). Ajatashatru killed his father and seized the 

throne for himself. Throughout his reign he pursued an aggressive policy of expansion. This 

provoked against him a combination of Kashi and Koshala. There began a prolonged conflict 

between Magadha and Koshala. Ultimately Ajatashatru got the best of the war, and the 

Koshalan king was compelled to purchase peace by giving his daughter in marriage to 

Ajatashatru and leaving him in sole possession of Kashi. Although his mother was a 

Lichchhavi princess, this did not prevent him from making war against Vaishli. He created 

dissensions in the ranks of the Lichchhavis and finally destroyed their independence by 

invading their territory and by defeating them in battle. It took him full 16 years to destroy 

Vaishali. Minister Varsakara succeeded in sowing seeds of dissension in the ranks of the 

Lichchhavis of Vaishali, enabling Ajatashatru to conquer the republic. 
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48. Assertion (A): During the Mauryan times, Pindakara was a tax jointly collected from a 

group of villages. 

Reason (R): Hiranya was a tax which was not paid in kind, but in cash. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Pindakara is a heap of taxes. It could suggest a tax collected jointly from a 

village or a group of villages. The treasury was entitled to tax the shepherds and the 

livestock breeders on the number and produce of the animals. Hiranya was a tax which was 

not paid in kind, but in cash. 

 

49. Arrange the following dynasties of Magadha in correct chronological order: 

1. Shishunaga. 

2. Haryanka. 

3. Nandas. 

4. Mauryas. 

Choose the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

A. 1–3–4–2 

B. 2–3–1–4 

C. 1–2–3–4 

D. 2–1–3–4 

Ans.  D 

Explanation: Magadha Empire ruled from 684 B.C - 320 B.C in India. Bimbisara, (born c. 

543—died 491 bc), one of the early kings of the Indian kingdom of Magadha. His expansion 

of the kingdom, especially his annexation of the kingdom of Anga to the east, is considered 

to have laid the foundations for the later expansion of the Mauryan empire. The Magadha 
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Empire is mentioned in the two great epics Ramayana and Mahabharata. There were 

three dynasties who ruled Magadhan empire from 544 BC to 322 BC. The first one was 

Haryanaka dynasty (544 BC to 412 BC), second one was Shisunaga Dynasty (412 BC to 344 

BC)and the third one was Nanda dynasty (344 BC-322 BC). Dhanananda was the last king of 

Nanda dynasty. He is referred as Agrammes or Xandrames in the Greek texts. It was during 

his rule that Alexander invaded India. Dhanananda was overthrown by Chandragupta 

Maurya in 322 BC who founded a new ruling dynasty of Magadha called Mauryan dynasty. 

 

50. Read the following statements carefully and choose the right answer by using the codes 

given below: 

1. The first example of the immolation of widow after the death of her husband belongs to 

Mauryan period. 

2. Dinar was the name of gold coins issued by the Guptas. 

3. Kumaramatya was the head of district during Gupta period. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 3 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The practice of sati has been a part of Indian society for ages with its inception 

being traced to the time of the Gupta period. The first example of the immolation of widow 

after the death of her husband belongs to Gupta period. The Imperial Guptas issued well-

minted and well-executed gold coins, die struck with various impressive legends in Sanskrit. 

These coins, also known as dinaras, were mostly found in North India. 

 

The Mauryan Empire 

 

51. Who was the Greek ambassador in the court of Chandragupta Maurya? 

A. Megasthanes 

B. Seleucos 
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C. Menander 

D. Demetrias 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Megasthenes was born in Asia Minor and became an ambassador of Seleucus I 

Nicator of the Seleucid dynasty to Chandragupta Maurya in Pataliputra, India. 

 

52. The monk who influenced Ashoka to embrace Buddhism was 

A. Vishnu Gupta 

B. Upagupta 

C. Brahma Gupta 

D. Brihadratha 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Upagupta (C. 3rd Century BC) was a Buddhist monk. According to some stories 

in the Sanskrit text Ashokavadana, he was the spiritual teacher of the Mauryan emperor 

Ashoka. Upagupta’s teacher was Sanavasi who was a disciple of Ānanda, the Buddha’s 

attendant. 

 

53. Who was the spatial (Sthaanik) during Mauryan’s period? 

A. District Administrator 

B. Provincial Administrator 

C. Village Administrator 

D. City Administrator 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Sthaanik were the District Administrator in Maurayan Empire. Provinces were 

subdivided into districts for purposes of administration, and a group of officials worked in 

each district. 

 

54. Which one of the following mentioned division of the Mauryan Society into seven 

classes? 
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A. Ashoka’s Edicts 

B. Indica 

C. Kautilya’s Arthshastra 

D. Vishnu Purana 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Indica is the book written by Megasthenes, the Greek ambassador to India 

around 300 Be. The division of Maurya society into seven classes was particularly mentioned 

in the ‘Indica’ of Megasthenes. The Indians generally were divided into seven categories, the 

wise men (Brahmins), farmers, herdsmen, artisans, soldiers, over lookers and government 

officials including army and navy officers. 

 

55. Which event brought about a profound change in Ashoka’s administrative policy? 

A. The third Buddhist Council 

B. The Kalinga War 

C. His embracing of Buddhism 

D. His sending missionary to Ceylon 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Kalinga War (ended c. 262 BCE) was fought in what is now India between 

the Maurya Empire under Ashoka and the state of Kalinga, an independent feudal kingdom 

located on the east coast, in the present-day state of Odisha and north of Andhra Pradesh . 

The Kalinga War included one of the largest and bloodiest battles in Indian history. Despite 

an unexpectedly fierce resistance from the Kalingans, the Maurya Empire claimed victory 

and annexed the state of Kalinga. Kalinga did not have a king as it was culturally run without 

any. This is the only major war Ashoka fought after his accession to the throne. The 

bloodshed of this war is said to have prompted Ashoka to adopt Buddhism. 

 

56. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                   List II 

     (Edict)                                 (Subject)  

a. Edict 1                1. Prohibits animal sacrifices 
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b. Edict 2                2. Depicts measures of social welfare 

c. Edict 3                3. Respect for Brahmanas 

d. Edict 4                4. Respect to elders 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 1   2   3   4 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. C 

Explanation: James Prinsep, a British antiquary and colonial administrator was the first 

person to decipher Ashoka’s edicts. These Ashoka’s inscriptions are the first tangible 

evidence of Buddhism. The Major Rock Edicts of Indian Emperor Ashoka refer to 14 separate 

major Edicts of Ashoka which are significantly detailed and represent some of the earliest 

dated rock inscriptions of any Indian monarch. These edicts are preceded chronologically by 

the Minor Rock Edicts.  

 

57. Assertion (A): Devi Chandra Gupta deals with the story of the accession of the throne by 

Chandragupta Maurya. 

Reason (R): Mudrarakshasa dealt with the Mauryan overthrow of the Nanda king. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Vishakhadatta chose to dramatize the past political events in his 

Mudrarakshasa, a play on the Mauryan overthrow of the Nanda king and in Devi Chandra 

Gupta, on the bid for power by Chandra Gupta II (The Gupta King).  
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58. Assertion (A): Ashoka was the first Indian king to speak directly to the people through his 

inscriptions, which carry royal orders. 

Reason (R): Ashokan inscriptions were generally composed in Prakrit and were written in 

Brahmi script. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Edicts of Ashoka are 33 inscriptions engraved on pillars, large stones, and 

cave walls by Ashoka the Great (r. 268-232 BCE), the third king of the Mauryan Empire (322-

185 BCE) of India. Most of Ashoka's inscriptions are in dialects of Prakrit (the various 

local languages spoken in North India, distinct from, but related to literary Sanskrit), 

which was the language of political power in the subcontinent for several centuries, and 

are written in an early form of the Brahmi script. 

 

59. Consider the following statements: 

1. Megasthenes came to the court of Chandragupta Maurya. 

2. Megasthenes’ Indica provides information about the Maurya administration. 

3. The ‘Periplus of the Erythrean Sea’ provide valuable data for the study of ancient Indian 

geography and commerce in second century A.D. 

4. Fa-hien described the social, religious and economic conditions of India in the age of the 

Guptas. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 1 and IV 

C. Only 2, 3 and 4 
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D. All of the above 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Megasthenes was an ancient Greek historian, diplomat. He became an 

ambassador of Seleucus I Nicator to Chandragupta Maurya in Pataliputra. He wrote a book 

called Indica, which is an account of Mauryan India. The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea is a 

Roman period guide to trade and navigation in the Indian Ocean. It allows us to ask 

questions about the relationship between coastal cabotage and transoceanic shipping, to 

identify regional trading circuits, and unexpected centres of long-distance exchange. 

 

60. Consider the following statements: 

1. Earliest capital of Magadha was at Rajgir which was called Girivraja at that time. 

2. King Udayin built a new capital at Patliputra. 

3. Alexander defeated the Nandas during his invasion of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. B 

Explanation: In 326 BC, Alexander invaded India, after crossing the river Indus he advanced 

towards Taxila. He then challenged king Porus , ruler of the kingdom between the rivers 

Jhelum and Chenab. The Battle of the Hydaspes was fought in 326 BC by Alexander the 

Great against King Porus, on the banks of the river Hydaspes. The battle resulted in a Greek 

victory. The Pauravas were an ancient Indian dynasty in the northwest Indian subcontinent 

(present-day India and Pakistan) to which King Porus may have belonged. 

 

The Sangam Age 

 

61. The ‘Paditrupputtu’ is a collection of poems in the praise of which of the following kings? 

A. Pandya 
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B. Chera 

C. Chola 

D. None of these 

Ans. B 

Explanation: While Pattupattu is limited to the glory of Chera kings in 108 verses, 

Purananuru contains an assortment of themes in three hundred ninety seven poems. 

 

62. Who was the primary deity of Sangam Period? 

A. Seyon 

B. Pashupati 

C. Shiva 

D. Ram 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The primary deity of the Sangam period was Seyon or Murugan, the 

primary god of Tamils even today. He was honoured with six abodes known as Arupadai 

Veedu. Hence, right from the Sangam age to till today Muruga worship forms the base of 

Tamil society and culture. 

 

63. Which of the following were the patrons of Sangam, an assembly of Tamil poets? 

A. Chola 

B. Kadamb 

C. Pandya 

D. Chera 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Sangam Age is the period from the first century BCE to the end of the second 

century CE in south India. There were 3 Sangams (Academy of Tamil poets) conducted in 

ancient South India called Muchchangam, Tamil legends say. These Sangams prospered 

under the royal patronage of the Pandya kings of Madurai. Three dynasties ruled during the 

Sangam Age were the Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas. 
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64. ‘Tolakappiyam’ is related to 

A. Administration 

B. Law 

C. Grammar 

D. None of these 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Tolkāppiyam is the most ancient extant Tamil grammar text and the oldest 

extant long work of Tamil literature. The surviving manuscripts of the Tolkappiyam consists 

of three books, each with nine chapters, with a cumulative total of 1,612 sutras in the nurpa 

meter.  

 

65. The capital of Kadamba kings was 

A. Kanchi 

B. Tanjore 

C. Badami 

D. Banavasi 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The Kadamba kingdom was the first Kannada dynasty to rule the northern part 

of Karnataka after the Satavahanas. Mayuravarma was the first ruler of that Empire. 

Banavasi was the ancient capital of the Kannada empire Kadamba. 

 

66. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                      List II 

     (Samvat)                                  (Period) 

a. Saka Samvat                          1. 606 AD                       

b. Vikrama Samvat                     2. 319 AD 

c. Gupta Samvat                         3. 3. 57 BC 
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d. Harsha Samvat                       4. 78 AD 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   1   4   2 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Saka Era is believed to was founded by King Shalivanhana of Shatavahana 

dynasty. The Saka calendar consists of 365 days and 12 months which is similar to the 

structure of the Gregorian Calendar. Vikram Samvat, also known as Bikram Sambat or 

Vikrami calendar, is the historical Hindu calendar used in the Indian subcontinent and Nepal. 

The traditional Vikram Samvat calendar uses lunar months and solar sidereal years. 

The Gupta era is a historical calendar era that begins from c. 318–319 CE. It was used by 

the Gupta emperors, as well as their vassals and their successors in present-day northern 

India and Nepal. Harshavardhana introduced Harsha Samvat in 606 AD on the occasion of 

his ascedence to the throne. 606 AD was the epic year when Harshavardhan ascended the 

throne after the death of his elder brother who was killed by Sansaka  

 

67. Assertion (A): Muvendars were the three chiefs during the Sangam Age. 

Reason (R): Tinai refers to the ecological classification of the Tamil region. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Sangam poems mention the Muvendar. This is a Tamil word, meaning 

three chiefs, used for the heads of the three ruling families, the Cholas, the Cheras and the 
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Pandyas. The chiefs did not collect regular taxes. Instead, they demanded and received gifts 

from the  people. Tinai refers to the ecological classification of the Tamil region. 

 

68. Assertion (A): In the middle of the second century B. C., a Chola king named Ellalan 

conquered Sri Lanka and ruled over it for nearly 50 years. 

Reason (R): In second century A. D. Chola king Karikala founded Puhar and constructed an 

embankment along Kaveri River by using the labour provided by 12,000 prisoners of war 

brought by him from Sri Lanka. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Ellalan was a member of the Tamil Chola dynasty, also known as "Manu Needhi 

Cholan", who upon capturing the throne became king of the Anuradhapura Kingdom, in 

present-day Sri Lanka, from 205 BCE to 161 BCE. The Chola dynasty was a Tamil 

thalassocratic empire of southern India, one of the longest-ruling dynasties in the world's 

history. The earliest datable references to the Chola are in inscriptions from the 3rd century 

BCE left by Ashoka, of the Maurya Empire. 

 

69. Consider the following statements about ‘Sangam age’ in south India: 

1. Uraiyur was a place famous for cotton trade. 

2. Puhar is identical with Kaveripattanam, which was the Chera capital. 

3. Earliest reference of Pandyas is provided by Megasthenes. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 3 

C. Only 2 and 3 
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D. All of the above 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Puhar is a town in the Mayiladuthurai district in the southern Indian state of 

Tamil Nadu. It was once a flourishing ancient port city known as Kaveri Poompattinam, 

which for a while served as the capital of the Early Chola kings in Tamilakam. Puhar is 

located near the mouth of the Kaveri river, on the sea coast.  

 

70. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Sangam literature was composed under the patronage of the Pandya kings. 

2. During the Sangam Age, sugar was made out of sugarcane. 

3. Puhar and Tondi were important ports of Sangam age, on the eastern coast. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans.  A 

Explanation: The Sangam literature was composed under the patronage of three Sangams, 

organized by the Pandya Kings. The literature of the Sangam Age gives vivid description of 

the lives of the period. Many rural activities, like the cultivation of Ragi and sugarcane, the 

making of sugar from sugarcane and drying of grains are described in the Sangam poems. 

During this time, Puhar was an important port on the eastern coast and Tondi was an 

important port on the western coast. 

 

Gupta Period 

 

71. Who of the following Gupta kings granted permission to Meghverma, the ruler of Sri 

Lanka to build a Buddhist temple at Gaya? 

A. Skandagupta 

B. Chandragupta I 
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C. Chandragupta II 

D. Samudragupta 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Samudragupta was the second emperor of the Gupta Empire of Ancient India, 

and one of the greatest rulers in Indian history. As a son of the Gupta emperor 

Chandragupta I and the Lichchhavi princess Kumaradevi, he greatly expanded his dynasty's 

political power. 

 

72. The Gupta gold and silver issues were initially based on the coins of the 

A. Kushanas and Yaudheyas 

B. Kushanas and Saka 

C. Romans and Saka 

D. Romans and Kushanas 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Chandragupta I was a king of the Gupta dynasty, who ruled in northern India. 

His title Maharajadhiraja ("great king of kings") suggests that he was the first emperor of the 

dynasty. Their son Samudragupta further expanded the Gupta empire. The Gupta gold coins 

are known as Dinars and they are the most extraordinary examples of numismatic and 

artistic excellence. The coins, in general, depicted the ruling monarch on the obverse and 

carried legends while the reverse depicted the figure of a goddess. Gupta coinage started 

out imitating that of the mighty Kushans, but very soon had their own identity which in turn 

became a forerunner for the dynasties and kingdoms to come thereafter. After Indo-Greek 

and Kushan coins, Gupta coinage made a huge come back with a true Indian taste in it. 

 

73. There are only two known examples of cave paintings of the Gupta period in ancient 

India. One of these is paintings of Ajanta caves. Where is the other surviving example of 

Gupta paintings? 

A. Ellora caves 

B. Bagh caves 

C. Nasik caves 

D. Lomas Rishi cave 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gupta_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samudragupta
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Ans. B 

Explanation: The Bagh Caves are a group of nine rock-cut monuments, situated among the 

southern slopes of the Vindhyas in Bagh town of Dhar district in Madhya Pradesh state in 

central India. These monuments are located at a distance of 97 km from Dhar town. These 

are decorated with portraits of bodhisattvas and secular life during the Classical Gupta 

Period (319 – 605 AD). 

 

74. The decimal numeral system, including the concept of zero was invented in India during 

which one of the following dynasty? 

A. Chola 

B. Pala 

C. Gupta 

D. Saka 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The period between the 4th and 6th centuries CE is known as the Golden Age 

of India because of the considerable achievements of Indians in the fields 

of mathematics, astronomy, science, religion and philosophy during the Gupta Empire. 

The decimal numeral system, including the concept of zero, was invented in India during this 

period. The peace and prosperity created under the leadership of the Guptas enabled the 

pursuit of scientific and artistic endeavors in India. The mathematical concept 

of zero emerged in India about one and a half thousand years ago. 

 

75. Who was the first known Gupta ruler? 

A. Kumaragupta I 

B. Ghatotakacha 

C. Chandragupta I 

D. Srigupta 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Sri Gupta was the first ruler of the Gupta dynasty. He ruled from 240 AD to 280 

AD. The Poona copper inscription of Prabhavati Gupta (daughter of Chandra Gupta II) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gupta_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decimal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/0
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describes that Sri Gupta as the Adhiraja of Gupta dynasty. During his reign, part of northern 

or central Bengal might have been the home of the Guptas. 

 

76. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                                       List II 

     (Inscription)                                             (Ruler)  

a.  Hathigumpha Inscription             1. Chola rulers 

b. Ayodhya Inscription                       2. Rudradaman 

c. Junagadh Inscription                      3. Sunga 

d. Uttarmerur Inscription                  4. Kharavela 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans.  A 

Explanation: The Hathigumpha Inscription is related to Kharavela. It describes his rule in the  

Orissa region. The Ayodhya Inscription relates to the Sunga dynasty. The Uttarmerur  

Inscription, during the times of the Chola rulers, gives a description of the functioning of the 

local government at the village level. The Junagadh Inscription is related to Rudradaman.  

 

77. Assertion (A): During Gupta administration, Uparikas were the officials in charge of the 

administration of the provinces. 

Reason (R): Pustapala was the record keeper, whose duty was to make enquiries before 

recording any transaction. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 
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B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: During the Gupta times, the whole empire was divided into Desas, or Rashtras, 

or Bhuktis. The Bhuktis were governed by the Uparikas, directly appointed by the king. The 

Bhuktis were the provinces. Another prominent high official was Pustapala (The record 

keeper). It was his duty to make enquiries before recording any transaction. 

 

78. Assertion (A): ‘Allahabad Pillar inscription of Samudragupta’is engraved on the same 

pillar which carries inscriptions of the peace-loving Ashoka. 

Reason (R): This inscription enumerates the peoples and countries that were conquered by 

Samudragupta. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Allahabad Pillar inscription of Samudragupta is one of the important 

epigraphic sources for the study of the political history of the Imperial Guptas. It is written in 

excellent Sanskrit in the form of a panegyric. It popularly called as Allahabad Prasasti in the 

academic circles. It is in excellent Sanskrit, written in the more refined Gupta script (a later 

version of Brahmi) by the poet and minister, Harishena. The inscription is a panegyric 

praising Samudragupta and lists the political and military achievements of his reign including 

his expeditions to the south. 

 

79. Consider the following statements about the Gupta administration: 

1. The Gupta administration was much more decentralized, as compared to the Mauryan 

administration. 
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2. The practice of giving land grants to the officials was not present. 

3. Sandhivigrahika was the minister for war and peace, and dealt with the external relations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Gupta administration was more decentralized, as compared to the 

Mauryan administration. During the Gupta times, there emerged the practice of giving land 

grants to the religious temples. Some officials were also given land grants. Thus, this was the 

origin of feudalism in the Indian tradition. Sandhivigrahika was the minister for war and 

peace, and dealt with the external relations. 

 

80. Consider the following statements about the agrarian structure during the Gupta times: 

1. An officer, called Utsapala, maintained the records of all the land transactions in the 

district. 

2. Vasti land refers to the land reserved for pastoralism. 

3. The king was the sole proprietor of the land. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Paharpur Copper Plate  Inscription indicates that the king was the sole 

proprietor of the land. Even when he made land grants, he reserved his prerogatives over it. 

As stated in the Paharpur Plates, an officer, called Ustapala, maintained the records of all 
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the land transactions in the district and the village accountant preserved the records of the 

land in the village. During the Gupta period, the land was classified as detailed below: 

(1) Kshetra: Cultivatable land 

(2) Khila : Waste land 

(3) Aprahata : Jungle or waste land 

(4) Vasti : Habitable land 

(5) Gapata Saraha : Pastoral land 

 

Harshvardhana and India after Harshvardhana 

 

81. Who was the court poet of Harsha-vardhana? 

A. Bhani 

B. Ravi Kirti 

C. Banabhatta 

D. Vishnu Sharma 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Banabhatta was the court poet of king Harshavardhana. His biography 

Harshacharita (“Deeds of Harsha”) written by Sanskrit poet Banabhatta, describes his 

association with Thanesar, besides mentioning the defence wall, a moat and the palace with 

a two-storied Dhavalagriha (white mansion). 

 

82. Two great religious conference were held by king Harshavardhana at 

A. Vallabhi and Prayag 

B. Thaneshwar and Vallabhi 

C. Prayag and Thaneshwar 

D. Kannauj and Prayag 

Ans. D 
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Explanation: In the year 643 A.D., Harsha held a great religious assembly in his capital at 

Kanauj on the bank of the river Ganges. The purpose of the assembly was to highlight the 

teachings of Buddha. On that occasion, Harsha also wanted to honour the Chinese Master of 

the Law, Hiuen Tsang. The Kanauj Assembly was followed by another spectacular assembly 

at Prayaga in the same year. While the Kanauj Assembly was a religious assembly to 

highlight Mahayanism, the Prayaga Assembly was an assembly of universal character for 

offerings of royal charities to all classes of people. It was known as the Maha Moksha 

Parishud. Harsha was at his best in the Prayaga Assembly as a generous monarch and an 

admirer of all the major faiths of his country. 

 

83. Who was called India’s Napoleon because of his victories? 

A. Skandagupta 

B. Chandragupta 

C. Brahmagupta 

D. Samudragupta 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Samudragupta (335-375 AD) of the Gupta dynasty is known as the Napoleon of 

India. Historian A V Smith called him so because of his great military conquests known from 

the 'Prayag Prashati' written by his courtier and poet Harisena, who also describes him as 

the hero of a hundred battles. 

 

84. Who among the following Pushyabhutis ruler assumed the title of Parambhattaraka 

Maharajadhiraja? 

A. Harshavardhana 

B. Bhatarka 

C. Sasanka 

D. Prabhakarvardhan 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Thaneswar (north of Delhi) was the capital of Pushyabhutis. Prabhakarvardhan 

was the most important ruler of the dynasty who assumed the title of Parambhattaraka 
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Maharajadhiraja. They had a marriage alliance with the Maukharis. The marriage alliance 

strengthened the two empires. Harshavardhana belonged to this clan. 

 

85. Which of the following was Not composed by Harshavardhana? 

A. Priyadarshika 

B. Nagananda 

C. Harshancharita 

D. Ratnavali 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Ratnavali, Nagananda and Priyadarsika were composed by Harshavardhana 

about political conditions. His biography Harshacharita (“Deeds of Harsha”) was written by 

Sanskrit poet Banabhatta. 

 

86. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                                    List II 

     (Official)                                     (Area of administration)  

a. Mahabaladhikrit                       1. Head of elephant brigade 

b.  Vrihadeshwawar                     2. Head of Cavalry 

c. Uparik Maharaj                        3. Provincial head 

d. Katuk                                         4. Highest official of the Army 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 1   3   2   4 

B. 4   2   3   1 

C. 2   3   1   4 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. B 
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Explanation: Administration of Harshavardhan:- 

Official                                                Area of administration 

Mahasandhi Vigzahak               Officer to decide about war and peace 

Mahabaladhikrit                         Highest official of the Army 

Baladhikrit                                   Commander 

Ayuktak                                        Ordinary officer 

Vrihadeshwawar                       Head of Cavalry 

Doot Rajastharuya                    Foreign Minister 

Katuk                                           Head of elephant brigade 

Uparik Maharaj                         Provincial head 

 

87. Assertion (A): Madhuban & Sonpat inscriptions records chronology of Harsha.  

Reason (R): Banshekhra inscriptions has a signature of Harsha. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Hieun Tsang’s travel account Si-Yu-Ki, Banbhatta’s Harshacharita and Aihole 

stone inscription of Pulkeshin II told about the Pushyabhuti Dynasty. Madhuban & Sonpat 

inscriptions records chronology of Harsha. Banshekhra inscriptions has a signature of 

Harsha. Pushyabhutis were feudatories of Gupta. They became independent after Huna 

invasion. Important rulers of this dynasty were  Prabhakarvardhana, Adityavardhan and 

Harshavardhana. Harshvardhan was son of Prabhakarvardhana. 

 

88. Assertion (A): The apabharamsha poet, Svayambhu lived at the court of the Pratiharas. 

Reason (R): Sanskrit poet and dramatist, Rajashekhar, lived at the court of Mahipala. 
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In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Rajashekhar, lived at the court of Mahipala, a grandson of Bhoja. The great  

apabharamsha poet, Svayambhu, and his son, lived at the Rashtrakutas’ court.  

 

89. Read the following statements carefully and choose the right answer by using the codes 

given below: 

1. Harshacharita was written by Bana Bhatta. 

2. Harsha’s southward march was stopped by Pulakesin II Chalukya on the banks of river 

Tapti. 

3. According to Si-yu-ki the revenues of Harsha were divided into four parts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 1 and 3 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. B 

Explanation: During Harshavardhana’s rule, Kannauj was conquered and united with 

Thaneswar. Harshavardhana attacked Shashank of Gauda Kingdom and established his 

control over regions of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha and befriended Bhashkarvarman of Kamrup 

(Assam). Vallabhi King Dhruvbhata in Gujrat too was defeated and a truce was negotiated 

with him by marriage of Harsha’s daughter to Dhruvbhata. He assumed titles of 

Uttarapathanatha or Uttarapathapati (Lord of the North). While marching southwards, 

Harshavardhan conquered regions of Malawa and after crossing Narmada he was defeated 

by Pulkeshin II in the Battle of Narmada. 
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90. Consider the following statements about Harsha Vardhan: 

1. Law and order was not well maintained during his reign. 

2. Dandin authored Harshacharita. 

3. Harsha was a patron of the Mahayana Buddhism. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Harsha followed a tolerant religious policy. A Shaiva in his early years, he 

gradually became a great patron of Buddhism. As a devout Buddhist, he convened a grand 

assembly at Kanauj to widely publicize the doctrines of the Mahayana. Banabhatta gives us 

a flattering account of the early years of his patron in his book Harshacharita. Harsha is 

remembered not only for his patronage and learning, but also for the authorship of three 

plays : Priyadarshika, Ratnavali and Nagananda. 

 

Early Medieval India 

 

91. Who among the following ruling dynasty of early Medieval India called themselves 

descendants of Satyaki? 

A. Pala 

B. Rashtrakutas 

C. Chola 

D. Vijayanagara 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Rashtrakuta was a royal dynasty ruling large parts of the Indian subcontinent 

between the sixth and 10th centuries. The earliest known Rashtrakuta inscription is a 7th-

century copper plate grant detailing their rule from Manapura, a city in Central or West 

India. The Rashtrakutas called themselves descendants of Satyaki. The founder of the 
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Rashtrakuta power was Dantivarma or Dantidurga who was a contemporary of Chalukya 

King Pulakeshin II. 

 

92.  Which of the following dynasties built the Khajuraho Temples? 

A. Chandelas. 

B. Chahamans. 

C. Paramars. 

D. Tomars. 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Khajuraho group of temples were built during the rule of Rajput Chandela 

dynasty. They started building the complex as soon as they rose in power throughout their 

kingdom, which later came to be known as Bundelkhand. Most temples were constructed 

between 950 and 1050 AD during the reigns of Hindu Kings Yasovarman and Dhanga. 

 

93. Which of the following early medieval Indian dynasty built famous rock-cut temple of 

Kailasha (Shiva) at Ellora? 

A. Chalukyas Dynasty 

B. Chola Dynasty 

C.  Rashtrakutas Dynasty 

D. Pala Dyansty 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The famous rock-cut temple of Kailasha (Shiva) at Ellora was built by the 

Rashtrakutas king Krishna I. Krishna I took charge of the growing Rashtrakuta Empire by 

defeating the last Badami Chalukya ruler Kirtivarman II in 757. This is known from the 

copper plate grant of Emperor Govinda III of 807 and a copper plate grant of the Gujarat 

Rashtrakuta Emperor Karka from Baroda. 

 

94. Which traveler among the following refer the Pala Kingdom as Ruhma? 

A. Tribikrama 
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B. Suleiman 

C. Subhatunga 

D. Akalavarsha 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Sulaiman or Soleiman al-Tajir was a 9th-century Persian Muslim 

merchant, traveler and writer. He calls Pala kingdom 'Ruhma' and attests to their military 

power. 

 

95. Which of the following is not ruling class of Kashmir? 

A. Karkota 

B. Utpala 

C. Loharas 

D. Senas 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Kashmir was ruled by three dynasties- the Karkota, Utpala and Loharas. 

Lalitaditya was the most famous ruler of Kashmir during early medieval India. The Sena 

dynasty ruled from Bengal. The Sena Empire was a Hindu dynasty during the early medieval 

period on the Indian subcontinent, that ruled from Bengal through the 11th and 12th 

centuries. The empire at its peak covered much of the north-eastern region of the Indian 

subcontinent. 

 

96. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

                           List I                                         List II 

     (Term During Medieval India)              (Meaning)  

a.  Kharaj                                          1. Revenue free grants 

b. Polaj                                             2. Anually cultivated land 

c. Khalisa                                           3. Land revenue 

d.  Karkhana                                    4. Rebellious village where land revenue was   

                                                                extracted by the use of force 
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Code : 

      

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The kharaj was a land tax that was originally paid only by non-Muslims. 

Eventually however, the term kharaj comes to describe any tax paid to the Muslim 

authorities. Certain institutions, like the waqf, were exempt from both. Polaj is the land 

which was annually cultivated without any discontinuity of cultivation. Mawas were a tract 

inhabited by recalcitrant chiefs and peasants who would not pay land revenue to the 

officials of the sultan without a fight. Often the mawas tracts served as a refuge for 

rebellious nobles of the Delhi sultanate. The revenue-yielding land administered directly by 

the imperial Revenue Department was known as khalisa. Ordinarily the most fertile and 

easily administered lands were brought within the khalisa.  

 

97. Assertion (A): Primarily, the capital of Bahmani Kingdom was Gulbarga. 

Reason (R): Ahmad Shah Wali transfered the capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Bahmani Sultanate was a Persianate Muslim empire of the Deccan in South 

India. It was the first independent Muslim kingdom of the Deccan, and was known for its 

perpetual wars with its Hindu rivals of Vijayanagara, which would outlast the Sultanate. 

The Bahmani kingdom was founded by Alauddin Hasan in 1347. After his coronation, he 
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assumed the title of Alauddin Hasan Bahman Shah (1347-58), it is from this title that 

the kingdom was called the Bahmani kingdom. The Bahmani capital was Ahsanabad 

(Gulbarga) between 1347 and 1425, when it was moved to Muhammadabad (Bidar).  

 

98. Assertion (A): The Turks introduced a superior mortar which enabled them to erect 

magnificent buildings based on the arch and the dome. 

Reason (R): The Turks improved ‘rahat’ which eased the task of water lifting from deeper 

wells for irrigation. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Rahat system of irrigation was used in older times as a way to get water 

from a well by using oxen which was primarily used in the subcontinent. The wheel is turned 

by oxen, buffalo or cows to get the water out of the well and then spread out over the 

crops. The introduction of a superior mortar enabled the Turks to erect magnificent 

buildings based on the arch and the dome. 

 

99. Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. During the period of Medieval India, the Manigraman and the Nandesi were the 

education centres. 

2. Hoysalesvara temple is an example of the Chalukyan style. 

3. Nayanmars were the devotees of Vishnu. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 



General Studies Paper#1-Sectional Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 53 
 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. A 

Explanation: During the period of Medieval India, the Indian merchants were organized in 

guilds, the most famous of them being the Manigraman and the Nandesi, which had been 

active since early times. After the fall of the Cholas, temple building activity continued under 

the Chalukyas of Kalyani and the Hoysalas. The district of Dharwar and the Hoysala capital, 

Halebid, had a large number of temples. The most magnificent of these is the Hoysalesvara 

temple. It is the best example of what is called the Chalukyan style. A number of popular 

saints, called Nayanmars and Alvars, who were the devotees of Siva and Vishnu, 

respectively, flourished in the Tamil kingdoms between the 6th and the 9th centuries. 

 

100. Which of the following statements are correct? 

1. The Chalukyan king, Pulakesin II, had defeated Harsha and not allowed him to expand his 

kingdom towards the Deccan. 

2. The founder of the Chola empire was Vijayalaya. 

3. Rajaraja and Rajendra I marked their victories by erecting a number of Siva and Vishnu 

temples at various places. 

4. Rajaraja assumed the title of Gangaikondachola. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 2 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The founder of the Chola empire was Vijayalaya, who was, at first, a feudatory 
of the Pallavas. He captured Tanjore in AD 850. By the end of the 9th century, the Cholas 
had defeated both the Pallavas of Kanchi (Tondaimandalam) and weakened the Pandyas, 
bringing the southern Tamil country under their control. Rajaraja and Rajendra I marked 
their victories by erecting a number of Siva and Vishnu temples at various places. The most 
famous of these was the Brihadishwara temple at Tanjore, which was completed in 1010. 
The One of the most remarkable exploits in the reign of Rajendra I was the march across 
Kalinga to Bengal, in which the Chola armies crossed river Ganga and defeated two local 
kings. This expedition, which was led by a Chola General, took place in 1022 and  followed in 
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reverse the same route, which the great conqueror Samudragupta had  followed. To 
commemorate this occasion, Rajendra I assumed the title of Gangaikondachola (The Chola 
who conquered the Ganga). He built a new capital near the mouth of the Kaveri River and 
called it Gangaikondacholapuram (The city of the Chola who conquered the Ganga). 
 

Delhi Sultanate 

 

101. Who among the following witnessed the reign of Seven Sultans of Delhi? 

A. Amir Khusro 

B. None of these 

C. Shams Siraj Afif 

D. Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Amir Khusrow was a Sufi mystic and a spiritual disciple of Nizamuddin Auliya. 

He lived for 72 years, out of which 60 years he lived in the courts of as many as ten different 

rulers of the Delhi Sultanate. He was a poet as well as prolific musician. His primary 

language to write poems was Persian but he composed almost half a million verses in 

Persian, Turkish, Arabic, Braj Bhasha, Hindavi as well as the Khadi Boli. His Khaliq-e-bari, 

which is known as oldest printed dictionary of the world deals with Hindi and Persian words. 

He is regarded as the “father of qawwali” He was patronized by three Khilji rulers 

successively. 

 

102. Which one of the following was not a slave of Muhammad Ghori? 

A. Qutbuddin Aibak 

B. Shamsuddin Iltutmish 

C. Tajuddin Yaldauz 

D. Ikhtiyaruddin Bakhtiyar Khilji 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Ikhtiyaruddin Bakhtiyar Khilji was a Turkish military general of Qutubuddin 

Aibak. He was not a slave of Muhammad Ghori. 

 



General Studies Paper#1-Sectional Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 55 
 

103. The term used for the measurement of land in the Delhi Sultanate period was 

A. Ghalla Bakshi 

B. Ghori 

C. Masahat 

D. Kismat-i-Ghalla 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Masahat was the term used for measurement of land in the Delhi Sultanate 

period. Rulers like Alauddin Khalji and Mohammad bin Tughlaq utilized this to create a 

system of assessment of land revenue by measurement in order the maximize and 

streamline revenues of the Empire. 

 

104. Which one of the following was not a currency in circulation under the Sultans of 

Delhi? 

A. Jital 

B. Dogani 

C. Tanka 

D. Dam 

Ans. D 

Explanation: 'Dam' was not a currency in circulation under the Sultans of Delhi. It was 

circulated during Sher Shah, made up of copper, equal to 1/40th of one rupee coin. 

ltutmish introduced two coins that became the basis for the subsequent coinage of the 

Delhi Sultanate: the silver tanka and the copper jital.  

 

105. Which of the following organised turkan-i-chahalgani or the forty? 

A. Qutbuddin Aibak 

B. Razia Sultan 

C. Nasiruddin Mahmud 

D. Iltutmish 

Ans. D 
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Explanation: Iltutmish who was the third ruler of the Slave dynasty of Delhi constituted a 

corp of 40 loyal slaves Amirs Known as Turkana-i-Chihalgani. It was the selected body of 

Turkish nobility which was destroyed by Balban later. These Turkish nobles who used to 

advise and help the Sultan in administering the Sultanate. 

 

106. Which of the following was the only Hindu convert to sit on the throne of Delhi? 

A. Alauddin Khalji 

B. Jalauddin Khalji 

C. Mubarak Shah 

D. Khusrau Shah 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Khusrau Khan was the Sultan of Delhi for around two months in 1320. He 

belonged to the Baradu Hindu military clan, and was captured by the Delhi army during 

Alauddin Khalji's conquest of Malwa in 1305. Nasiruddin Khusrau Shah was the only 

converted Indian Muslim to become the head of the Delhi Sultanate. He was a general in 

Alauddin khalji's army and murdered Alauddin's successor Mubarak Shah Khalji to briefly 

become the Sultan of Delhi. 

 

107. Munhiyans refers to which of the following officers? 

A. Intelligence officer 

B. Revenue officer 

C. Secret spies 

D. None of the above 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Munhiyans were secret spies who were appointed by Alauddin Khalji. Alauddin 

received daily reports of the market from barids who were intelligence officer and 

munhiyans. The superintendent of market called Shahna-i- Mandi was assisted by an 

intelligence officer. 

 

108. What was the function of ‘wakil-i-dar’ during the Sultanate period? 
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A. Maintaining court decorum 

B. Maintaining law and order 

C. Taking care of religious matters 

D. None of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The office of the wakil or wakil-i-dar under the sultanate was concerned with 

the management of the royal household.  During the Sultanate period the officer known as 

the wakil-i-dar was responsible for maintaining court decorum. He also oversaw the seating 

arrangement of nobles at court. 

 

109. Who built the ‘Alai Darwaja’ and Siri Fort? 

A. Ghiasuddin Tughlaq 

B. Firoz Shah Tughlaq 

C. Alauddin Khilji 

D. Mohd. Bin Tughlaq 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Allauddin Khilji patronised art and architecture in his reign as he built many 

forts like Alai Darwaza (the gateway to Qutub Minar),  Siri fort, Hazar situr, Hauz-i-Allai, etc. 

Ala'i Darwaza is the southern gateway of the Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque in Qutb complex, 

Mehrauli, Delhi, India. Built by Sultan Alauddin Khalji in 1311 and made of red sandstone, it 

is a square domed gatehouse with arched entrances and houses a single chamber He 

created Siri between 1297 and 1307 to defend against Mongol invasions of India and Delhi. 

In response, he built Siri Fort, mimicked massive Turkish ones. The Fort served as the seat of 

his power during his campaigns to enlarge his territory.  

 

110. Who introduced the Silver Tanka & Jital two principal coins? 

A. Ghaisuddin Balban 

B. Qutubuddin Aibek 

C. Shamsuddin Iltutmish 

D. Alauddin Khilji 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongol
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Ans. C 

Explanation: Tanka was a silver coin. Tanka was equal to 48 Jitals. Shashgani was a silver 

coin which was equal to 6 Jitals. Jital was a copper coin. Iltutmish introduced Silver 

Tanka and Copper Jital , the two coins of the Delhi Sultanate. Iltutmish was the first to 

introduce a “Pure Arabic Coin” in India. The Coins were engraved with “The Mighty Sultan, 

Sun of the Empire and the Faith, Conquest-laden, Il-tutmish,” after he received an 

investiture of Sovereign Sultan of Delhi from the Caliph of Baghdad. The Silver Tanka issued 

by Iltutmish was weighing 175 grains. Gold Tanka of the same weight was later issued by 

Balban. 

 

111. With reference to Sher Shah’s provincial administration, the "Shiqdar" was responsible 

for which of the following? 

A. Law and order, and general administration 

B. Collection of land revenue 

C. Religious rites 

D. Responsible for justice 

Ans. A 

Explanation: A number of villages comprised a Pargana. The Pargana was under the charge 

of the Shiqdar, who looked after law and order, and general administration. The Munsif or 

the Amil looked after the collection of land revenue. Accounts were maintained both in 

Persian and the local language (Hindavi). Above the Pargana was the Shiq or the Sarkar, 

under the charge of the Shiqdar-i-Shiqdaran or the Faujdar and a Munsif-i-Munsifan. It 

seems that only the  designations of these officers were new, since both the Pargana and 

the Sarkar were the units of administration in the earlier period also. 

 

112. During the reign of which Delhi Sultan, the state department of translation was 

established for translating Sanskrit texts into Arabic-Persian and vice-versa? 

A. Mohammad Tughlaq 

B. Razia Sultana 

C. Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah Khilji 

D. Sikandar Lodi 
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Ans. D 

Explanation: During the reign of Sikandar Lodi, the state department of translation was 

established for translating Sanskrit texts into Arabic-Persian and vice-versa. He was patron 

of learning. 

 

113. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                                      List II 

     (Department)                                  (Nature of Work)  

a.  Diwan-i-Ariz                                   1. Department of agriculture 

b. Diwan-i-Mustakhraj                      2. Department of arrears 

c. Diwan-i-Kohi                                   3. Military department 

d. Diwan-i-Bandagan                         4. Department of slaves 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 

B. 3   2   1   4 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. B 

Explanation: 

S.N.  Department Nature of Work 

1. Diwan-i-Ariz Military department 

2. Diwan-i-Mustakhraj Department of arrears 

3. Diwan-i-Kohi Department of agriculture 

4. Diwan-i-Bandagan Department of slaves 
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114. Assertion (A): Qutubuddin Aibek built two Mosques; Quwanul- Islam Mosque at Delhi 

and Dhai Din Ka Jonpara at Amer. 

Reason (R): Qutubuddin Aibek laid foundation of Qutub Minar after the name of a Sufi Saint 

Khwaja Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Qutubuddin Aibak, a ruler of medieval India, was the first ruler of the Delhi 

Sultanate and also the founder of the Slave dynasty. He was a Turkish of the Aybak tribe and 

was the sultan for only four years, 1206-1210. Dhai Din Ka Jonpara is actually a Masjid built 

by Qutub-ud-Din-Aibak, first Sultan of Delhi, in AD 1199 contemporary to the other one built 

at Qutub-Minar complex of Delhi known as Quwal-ul-Islam mosque (power of Islam). Sultan 

Iltutmish had subsequently beautified it in AD 1213 with a screen pierced by corbelled 

engrailed arches which appears in this country for the first time. 

 

115. Assertion (A): Ahmad Shah I is considered as the real founder of the kingdom of 

Gujarat. 

Reason (R): He drew on the rich architectural traditions of the Jains of Gujarat to devise a 

style of building which was markedly different from Delhi. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The real founder of the kingdom of Gujarat was Ahmad Shah I (1411–43), the 

grandson of Muzaffar Shah. During his long reign, he brought the nobility under control, 
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settled the administration, and expanded and consolidated the kingdom. He shifted the 

capital from Patan to the new city of Ahmedabad, the foundation of which he laid in 1413. 

The Jama Masjid in Ahmedabad and the Tin Darwaza are fine examples of the style of 

architecture during his time. 

 

116. Assertion (A): Ibn Batuta visited India during the reign of Mohammad bin Tughlaq. 

Reason (R): Firoz Shah Tughlaq was the first Sultan to give high offices to the people on the 

basis of merit. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. C 

Explanation: During the period of Mohammad bin Tughlaq, the Morrocan traveller, Ibn 

Batuta, visited India. He wrote a book named “Rehla” in which he described that Sati was 

prevalent in India. Mohammad bin Tughlaq was the first Sultan who advocated meritocracy 

over noble origin. 

 

117. Consider the following statements about the ‘economic life of Sultanate period’: 

1. Cambay in Gujarat was famous for gold and silver work. 

2. Sonargaon in Bengal was famous for silk and muslin. 

3. Production of textiles improved due to the introduction of spinning-wheel. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. All of the above 

D. None of the above 

Ans. C 
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Explanation: The Sultans of Delhi, nobles, governors, merchants and elites of the society 

possessed vast wealth and enjoyed all comforts of material life. Several beautiful mosques, 

monuments, palaces, forts and temples were built during this period. Inland and foreign 

trade flourished under the Sultans. As for the internal trade we had the various classes of 

merchants and shopkeepers. The main being The Gujaratis of the North, the Chettis of the 

South, Banjaras of Rajputana were the main traders. Bigger deals of commodities were 

made in the 'Mandis. 

 

118. Consider the following statements: 

1. The iqta was a territorial assignment and its holder was called the muqti. 

2. The territory whose revenues were directly collected for the Sultan's own treasury was 

designated khaIisa. 

3. KhaIisa size had expanded quite considerably under Alauddin Khalji. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The iqta was introduced by Illtutmish. It was a territorial assignment and its 

holder was called the muqti or the wali. The muqti was entitled to collect in proper manner 

the land tax and other taxes due to the Sultan; he had no further claims on the person, 

women and children, land or other possessions of the cultivators. The muqti had certain 

obligations to the Sultan the chief being the maintenance of troops and furnishing them at 

call to the Sultan. The iqta was a transferable charge and the transfers of iqtas were 

frequent. 

 

119. Which of the following statements are correct about Balban? 

1. Balban constantly sought to increase the prestige and power of the monarchy. 

2. To emphasize that the nobles were not his equals, he insisted on the ceremonies of sijada 

and paibos. 
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3. He refused to entertain for important government posts anyone who did not belong to a 

noble family. 

4. He broke the power of the chahalgani (The Turkish nobles). 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1, 2 and 4 only 

B. 2, 3 and 4 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Balban constantly sought to increase the prestige and power of the monarchy, 

because he was convinced that this was the only way to face the internal and external 

dangers facing him. To emphasize that the nobles were not his equals, he insisted on the 

ceremonies of Sijada and Paibos (prostration and kissing the monarch‘s feet). Balban re-

organized the military department (Diwan-i-Arz). He refused to entertain for important 

government posts anyone who did not belong to a noble family. This virtually meant the 

exclusion of the Indian Muslims from  all positions of power and authority. Balban was 

determined to finally break the power of the Chahalgani, i.e., the Turkish nobles, and to 

exalt the power and prestige of the monarchy. 

 

120. Which of the following statements are correct regarding Sikandar Lodi? 

1. In his reign Vasco da Gama landed in India. 

2. He established a new measurement of the yard, called the Gaz-i-Sikandari, which 

continued to prevail till the Mughal times. 

3. Due to his efforts, a number of Sanskrit works were translated into Persian. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1 and 3 only 

B. 1 and 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. D 
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Explanation: The most important Lodi Sultan was Sikandar Lodi (1489–1517). He was a 

contemporary of Mahmud Begarha of Gujarat and Rana Sanga of Mewar. The Sultan took 

keen interest in agriculture. He abolished the octroi duty on grains and established a new 

measurement of the yard, called the Gazi- Sikandari, which continued to prevail till the 

Mughal times. Sikandar Lodi gave magnificent grants to the scholars, philosophers and the 

men of letters, so that the cultured people of all climes and countries, including Arabia and 

Iran,  flocked to his court. Due to the Sultan‘s efforts, a number of Sanskrit works were 

translated  into Persian. Sikandar Lodi, in whose reign Vasco da Gama landed in India, was 

the most powerful of the Lodi rulers. He made conquests in Bihar and Bengal, subjugated 

Gwalior and  founded the city of Agra in 1504. 

 

Vijaynagar Empire and Bahmani Kingdom 

 

121. During the Bahmani kingdom, Afaqis, also called Gharibs, were  

A. involved in the minting of gold coins issued by the kings. 

B. the newcomers who were foreigners. 

C. the huge land owners in the countryside. 

D. those who headed the trade unions or the guilds and acted as the bankers and the  

financers. 

Ans. B 

Explanation: One of the most difficult problems which faced the Bahmani kingdom was 

strife among the nobles. The nobles were divided into the long-established Deccanis and the  

newcomers who were foreigners (Afaqis, also called Gharibs). The newcomers from Iraq and  

Iran were called Gharibuddiyar or Afaqis, meaning cosmopolitans and the  original 

immigrants from the north, along with the Habashis, were termed Deccanis or Southerners. 

These two  groups formed the bulk of the nobility. 

 

122. Some historians consider Krishna Deva Raya to be the greatest of all the Vijayanagar 

rulers. Krishna Deva Raya belonged to which of the following dynasties? 

A. The Chalukya dynasty 

B. The Chola dynasty 

C. The Sangama dynasty 
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D. The Tuluva dynasty 

Ans. D 

Explanation: A new dynasty (called the Tuluva dynasty) was founded by Krishna Deva.  

Krishna Deva Raya (1509–30) was the greatest figure of this dynasty. Some historians 

consider him to be the greatest of all the Vijayanagar rulers. Krishna Deva had not only to 

re-establish internal law and order; he had also to deal with the old rivals of Vijayanagar. 

 

123. Assertion (A): Firuz Shah Bahmani encouraged the pursuit of astronomy and built an 

observatory near Daulatabad. 

Reason (R): He respected the tenets of all religions. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Firuz Shah Bahmani was well-acquainted with the religious sciences, that is, 

commentaries on the Quran, jurisprudence, etc., and was particularly fond of the natural 

sciences, such as botany, geometry, logic, etc. He was a good calligraphist and a poet, and 

often composed extempore verses. According to Ferishta (traveller), he was well versed not 

only in Persian, Arabic and Turkish, but also in Telugu, Kannada and Marathi. The most 

remarkable step taken by Firuz Shah Bahmani was the induction of the Hindus in the 

administration on a large scale. He paid much attention to the principal ports of his 

kingdom, Chaul and Dabhol, which attracted trading ships from the Persian Gulf and the Red 

Sea, and brought in luxury goods from all parts of the world. 

 

124. Which of the following foreign travelers visited the Vijayanagar kingdom? 

1. Domingo Paes 

2. Duarte Barbosa 

3. Fernao Nuniz 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Krishna Deva extended his patronage to Telugu, Kannada and Tamil poets alike. 

Foreign travellers like Durate Barbosa, Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz speak of his efficient 

administration and the prosperity of the empire under his sway. 

 

125. With reference to the reasons behind the decline of the Vijayanagar Empire, consider 

the following statements: 

1. There was rebelliousness amongst military chiefs. 

2. After the death of Krishna Deva Raya, there was a struggle for succession among his  

relations, since his sons were all minors. 

3. Invasion by the Mughals. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. A 

Explanation: After the death of Krishna Deva (1530), there was a struggle for succession 

among his relations, since his sons were all minors. His successors were troubled by the 

rebellious Nayakas or the military chiefs. By 1542, control at the centre had shifted to 

another ruling lineage, that of the Aravidu, which remained in power till the end of the 17th 

century. During this period, as indeed earlier, the military ambitions of the rulers of 

Vijayanagar, as well as  those of the Deccan Sultanates resulted in shifting alignments. 

Eventually this led to an alliance of the Sultanates against Vijayanagar. Till that date the 

Mughals had not expanded their empire in the south. 
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The Mughal Empire 

 

126. Which of the following Mughal ruler who tried to create affinity between Sikh and 

Maratha by granted the right to collect Sardesh Mukhi of Deccan but not Chauth to the 

Marathas?  

A. Jahander Shah 

B. Muazzam 

C. Akbar 

D. Farukhsiyar 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Bahadur Shah, also known as Muhammad Mu'azzam and Shah Alam, was the 

eighth Mughal emperor of India, ruled from 1707 until his death in 1712. In his youth, he 

conspired to overthrow his father Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal emperor, and ascend to the 

throne. Muazzam tried to create affinity between Sikh and Maratha. He granted the right to 

collect Sardesh Mukhi of Deccan but not Chauth to the Marathas. 

 

127. Who among the following Mughal emperors, brought about the fall of Sayyid Brothers? 

A. Bahadur Shah-I 

B. Rafi-ud-daulah 

C. Shah Jahan-II 

D. Muhammad Shah 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Sayyid Brothers Abdulla Khan (Wazir) and Hussain Ali Khan (Mir Bakshi) were 

the generals in Mughal army. They became very influential after the death of Emperor 

Aurangzeb. When Mughal Emperor Muhammad Shah ascended the throne, he took even 

the full control and got the killed. They also known as “King Makers”.  Muhammad Shah (r. 

1719–1748) ascended the throne at the age of seventeen with the help of Sayyid Brothers 

as his regents until 1720. Muhammad Shah, to take back control of his rule, arranged for the 

brothers to be killed with the help of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah. Syed Hussain Ali Khan was 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Shah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regent
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murdered at Fatehpur Sikri in 1720, and Syed Hassan Ali Khan Barha was fatally poisoned in 

1722. 

 

128. In the Battle of Haldighati the Mughal troops were commanded by 

A. Asaf khan 

B. Raja Man Singh of Amber 

C. Qazi Khan 

D. Todar Mal 

Ans. B 

Explanation: The Battle of Haldighati was a battle fought on 18 June 1576 between cavalry 

and archers supporting the Rana of Mewar, Maharana Pratap; and the Mughal emperor 

Akbar’s forces, led by Man Singh I of Amber. Maharana Pratap fought a brave war, but was 

defeated by Mughal forces. 

 

129. Which Mughal Emperor was defeated by Sher Shah Suri?  

A. Babur 

B. Humayun 

C. Akbar 

D. Jahangir 

Ans. B 

Explanation: After Babur, founder of the Mughal dynasty, defeated the Lodis, Sher Shah Suri 

obtained control of the Afghan kingdoms of Bihar and Bengal and defeated the Mughal 

emperor Humayun at Chausa (1539) and Kannauj (1540). Sher Shah ruled the whole of 

north India for five years, annexing Malwa and defeating the Rajputs. The Battle of 

Chausa was a notable military engagement between the Mughal emperor, Humayun, and 

the Afghan, Sher Shah Suri. It was fought on 26 June 1539 at Chausa, 10 miles southwest 

of Buxar in modern-day Bihar, India. Humayun escaped from the battlefield to save his life. 

Sher Shah was victorious and crowned himself Farīd al-Dīn Shēr Shah. 

 

130. In the Mughal period the registers of the agricultural lands were maintained by 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatehpur_Sikri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humayun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sher_Shah_Suri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chausa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buxar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bihar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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A. Kotwal 

B. Qanungo 

C. Amin 

D. Krori 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Enjoying the absolute power, the Emperor of the Mughal Empire was always 

the central administrative authority. A number of officers in the different governmental 

departments were appointed for the smooth functioning of transactions involving various 

affairs. The Qanungo was the head of the patwaris of the pargana and kept records of the 

crops, the revenue demands, actual payments, arrears, etc. 

 

131. Buland Darwaza, was built at Fatehpur Sikri by Akbar to commemorate his victory over 

A. Berar 

B. Mewar 

C. Gujarat 

D. Bengal 

Ans. C 

Explanation: Buland Darwaza, or the "Door of victory", was built in 1575 A.D. by Mughal 

emperor Akbar to commemorate his victory over Gujarat. It is the main entrance to the 

Jama Masjid at Fatehpur Sikri, which is 43 km from Agra, India. Buland Darwaza is the 

highest gateway in the world and is an example of Mughal architecture. 

 

132. Which Sikh Guru’s Martyrdom took place during Jahangir’s reign?  

A. Guru Nanak Singhji 

B. Guru Gobind Singhji 

C. Guru Arjan Singhji 

D. Guru Tegh Bahadur Singhji 

Ans. C 
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Explanation: On June 16, 1606, Guru Arjan died after being tortured for five days by the 

Mughal government led by Emperor Jahangir. The Sikhs observe the martyrdom of the Sikh 

Guru Arjan each year on June 16. His martyrdom is remembered as Shaheedi Divas 

of Guru Arjan. 

 

133. Kalanaur is known as a place of 

A. Proclaimation of Akbar as the emperor 

B. Akbar’s birth place 

C. Marriage ceremony of Humayun 

D. None of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: Kalanaur is known as a place of proclamation of Akbar as the emperor. In 

Kalanaur, Punjab, the 13-year-old Akbar was enthroned by Bairam Khan on a newly 

constructed platform, which still stands. He was proclaimed Shahanshah (Persian for “King 

of Kings”). Bairam Khan ruled on his behalf until he came of age. 

 

134. Which one among the following depicts the correct meaning of the term Jins-i-

kamil concerning crops in Mughal India? 

A. Paddy crop 

B. Cash crop 

C. Coarse crop 

D. Crop grown in the arid zone 

Ans. B 

Explanation: It means perfect crops. It referred to cash crops. Since they brought income to 

the country, Mughal rulers encouraged farmers of cash crops. The most important jins-i-

kamil were cotton and sugar cane. Cotton was cultivated in Central. India and the highlands 

of Deccan. Bengal was famous for sugar cane. Pulses and oil seeds like mustard also were 

considered cash crops. It shows there was mixture of food crops and cash crops in the 

country. 
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135. Dara Shikoh finally lost the war of succession to Aurangzeb in the battle of 

A. Dharmat 

B. Samugarh 

C. Deorai 

D. Khanua 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Battle of Samugarh, Jang-e-Samugarh, was a decisive battle in the struggle for 

the throne during the Mughal war of succession between the sons of the Mughal Emperor 

Shah Jahan after the emperor's serious illness in September 1657. The war of 

succession ended with the victory of Aurangzeb.  

 

136. Which one of the following was the original name of Tansen, the famous musician in 

the court of Akbar? 

A. Mahananda Pande 

B. Lal Kalawant 

C. Baz Bahadur 

D. Ramtanu Pande 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The most famous musician at the court of Akbar was Tansen whose original 

name was Ramtanu Pande. Swami Haridas was the great guru of Tansen who helped in 

developing his musical talent. The name of Tansen is associated with the 

discovery/innovation of Rudravina, Miyan-ki-Todi (raga) and Darbari Kanda (raga). 

 

137. Which Mughal ruler earned the title Insan-i-kamil (Perfect Man) for his peaceful 

personality and patience? 

A. Shahjahan 

B. Humayun 

C. Jahangir 

D. Akbar 
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Ans. B 

Explanation: Humanyun, the ruler of Mughal emperor earned the title Insan-i-kamil (Perfect 

Man). His peaceful personality, patience and non-provocative methods of speech earned 

him the title 'Insan-i-Kamil ('Perfect Man'), among the Mughals. He was the son of Babar 

and Father of Akbar. 

 

138. The salary of the Mansabdars was called  

A. mansab 

B. jat 

C. jagir 

D. zabt 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The Mansabdari system was a grading system used by the Mughal rulers to fix 

the rank and salary of a Mansabdar. They were nobles who occupied various positions in the 

administration of the Mughal Empire. They were appointed and dismissed by the Mughal 

Emperor. The mansabdars received their salaries as revenue assignments called jagirs. Most 

of the mansabdars did not actually reside in or administer their Jagirs. They only had rights 

to the revenue of their assignments which was collected from them by their servants. 

 

139. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

                     List I                                            List II 

     (Important Departments)               (Functions)  

a. Diwan-i-Wazarat                            1. Intelligence department 

b. Diwan-i-Rasalatmuhtasib             2. Custodian of govt. papers 

c. Diwan-i-insha                                  3. Foreign affairs department 

d. Diwan-i-Barid                                  4. Department of revenue & finances 

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 4   3   2   1 
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B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. A 

Explanation:  

Departments under the Mughal Empire 

Important Departments Functions 

Diwan-i-Wazarat Department of revenue & finances 

Diwan-i-Arz Military department 

Diwan-i-Rasalatmuhtasib Foreign affairs department 

Diwan-i-insha Custodian of govt. papers 

Diwan-i-quza Justice department 

Diwan-i-Barid Intelligence department 

Diwan-i-Saman 
Department in charge of royal 

household 

 

 

140. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer from the code given below: 

          List I                                 List II 
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     (Mughal Soldiers)              (Type)  

a. Walashahis                    1. Royal body guards 

b. Piyadgan                        2. Foot soldiers 

c. Baraq – andaz               3. Gentlemen – troopers 

d. Ahadis                            4. Musketeers                        

Code : 

     a   b   c   d 

A. 1   2   4   3 

B. 3   2   4   1 

C. 2   3   4   1 

D. 3   4   1   2 

Ans. A 

 

141. Assertion (A): Akbar followed the policy of Sulh-i-Kul during his rule. 

Reason (R): It was the idea of tolerance which did not discriminate between the people of 

different religions in his realm. It focused on a system of ethics that was universally  

applicable. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Akbar followed the policy of Sulh-i-Kul or "universal peace". This idea of 
tolerance 
did not discriminate between the people of different religions in his realm. Instead, it 
focused on a system of ethics - honesty, justice, peace - that was universally applicable. Abul 
Fazl helped Akbar in framing a vision of governance around this idea of Sulh-i-Kul. It was 
followed by  Jahangir and Shah Jahan as well. 
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142. Assertion (A): Babur laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire after the First Battle of 

Panipat (1526). 

Reason (R): Babur’s advent into India was significant because Geographically, Kabul and 

Qandhar positioned in the trade route, therefore, the control of these two regions 

strengthened India's foreign trade. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true. 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Kabul and Qandhar had always acted as the staging places for an invasion in 

India. Babur‘s advent made Kabul and Qandhar the integral parts of an empire comprising 

north India. Babur and his successors strengthened India's security from an external 

invasion, which was  persistent from the last 200 years. 

 

143. Assertion (A): During the period of Alauddin Khalji, Shahna maintained a register of the 

merchants, and strictly controlled the shopkeepers and the prices. 

Reason (R): Historian Barani thought that a major objective of Alauddin’s control of markets 

was his desire to punish the Hindus. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: For contemporaries, Alauddin‘s measures to control the markets were one of 
the  
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great wonders of the world. In a series of orders after his return from the Chittor campaign, 
Alauddin sought to fix the cost of all commodities, from food-grains, sugar and cooking oil to 
a needle, and from costly imported cloth to horses, cattle, and slave boys and girls. For this 
purpose, he set up three markets at Delhi, one market for food-grains, the second one for 
costly cloth and the third one for horses, slaves and cattle. Each market was under the 
control of a high officer, called Shahna, who maintained a register of the merchants, and 
strictly controlled the shopkeepers and the prices. Historian Barani thought that a major 
objective of Alauddin‘s control of markets was his desire to punish the Hindus, since most of 
the traders were Hindus and it was they who resorted to profiteering in food-grains and 
other goods. 
However, most of the overland trade to West and Central Asia was in the hands of the  
Khurasanis, who were Muslims, as also the Multanis, many of whom were Muslims. 
Alauddin‘s measures, therefore, affected these sections also, a fact which Barani does not 
mention. 
 

144. Assertion (A): Mughal paintings depict matchlocks. 

Reason (R): Abul Fazl describes the technique of making iron cannons and handgun barrels 

at Akbar's arsenal. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Firearms were used sporadically for the first time during the second half of the 

15th century in some regions of India like Gujarat, Malwa and Deccan. But firearms on a 

regular basis developed through the agency of the Portuguese time A.D. 1498 in  South 

India, and by Babur in the North in A.D. 1526. Babur used guns and cannons in battles 

against the Rajputs and Afghans. These guns were actually matchlocks. Abul Fazl claims the  

manufacture of handguns without matchlock in Akbar's arsenal. 16th century paintings, 

especially in the paintings during Mughal emperor Akbar's time, depict a few soldiers using 

matchlocks. 

 

145. Assertion (A): Shah Jahan was lovingly nursed by his favourite daughter Jahanara 

during his days of captivity. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akbar
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Reason (R): During the rule of Aurangzeb compendium of his decrees was collected in a 

work called ‘Zawabit-i- Alamgiri’. 

In the context of the above which one of the following is correct 

A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B. both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C. A is true but R is false. 

D. A is false but R is true 

Ans. B 

Explanation: Jahanara Begum was a writer, poet, painter and the architect of Delhi’s famous 

Chandni Chowk. The eldest child of Emperor Shah Jahan and his favourite wife, Mumtaz 

Mahal, Jahanara was born in Ajmer in 1614. Aurangzeb ultimately killed Dara Shikoh and 

placed an ill Shah Jahan under house arrest in Agra Fort’s Muthamman Burj (Jasmine 

Tower). Faithful to her father, Jahanara set aside her lucrative trade and luxurious lifestyle 

to accompany him into imprisonment. A constant presence beside Shah Jahan in his exile, 

she took care of him for eight years, till he breathed his last in 1666. A collection of 

Aurangzeb’s decrees had been collected in a work known as Zawabit-i-Alamgiri. Apart from 

being an orthodox Muslim, Aurangzeb was also a ruler. He could hardly forget the political 

reality that the overwhelming population of India was Hindu, and that they were deeply 

attached to their faith. 

 

146. Consider the following statements about the religious policy of Akbar: 

1. Mahzar was promulgated by him to curb the power of the Ulema. 

2. He took suppressive policies towards the Mahadavis and the Shias. 

3. Ibadat Khana was open to religious discussions, with participations from all major 

religions. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 
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Ans. D 

Explanation: Ibadat Khana (1575) was established with the aim to have free discussions on 

various aspects of the Islamic theology. But, the Emperor got disillusioned the way the 

Muslim jurists used to quarrel over the questions of jurisprudence. In the beginning, only 

the Sunnis  were permitted to take part in the discussions. From 1578, the Emperor opened 

the gates of the Ibadat Khana to the Sufis, Shias, Brahmins, Jains, Christians, Jews, Parsis, 

etc. Akbar issued  Mahzarnama (or Infallibility Decree) to take all the religious matters into 

his own hands. This made him supreme in the religious matters. He issued Mahzarnama to 

curb the dominance of the Ulema. It was written by Faizi in 1579 A.D. He followed a policy 

of persecution against the Shias and the Mahadavis. 

 

147. Consider the following statements about the Sufi Movement: 

1. Al Hujwiri is considered to be the founder of the Sufi Movement in India. 

2. Ziyarat refers to the pilgrimage to the tombs of the Sufi saints. 

3. Wahdat-ul-Wujud is a fundamental doctrine of Sufism, which believes in the Unity of the 

Being. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. D 

Explanation: The Sufi Movement in India commenced in the 11th century A.D. Al Hujwiri, 

who established himself in north India, was buried in Lahore and regarded as the oldest Sufi 

in the sub-continent. Ziyarat refers to the Sufi practice of visiting the tombs of the Sufi saints 

as pilgrimage. Wahdat al-Wujud meaning The Unity of the Being is the Doctrine formulated 

by the school of Ibn al-Arabi, which postulates that the God and His creation are one, since 

all that is created pre-existed in God's knowledge and will return to it, making mystical 

union with the God possible. 

 

148. Tauhid-i-Ilahi, a new Sufi type order, was initiated by Akbar in 1582. Which of the 

following statements is/are correct regarding Tauhid-i-Ilahi? 
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1. It believed in the supremacy of the religious scriptures. 

2. Only those approved by Akbar were allowed to join as a member. 

3. The members were paid one-time monetary incentive to join the order. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 2 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 2 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. A 

Explanation: The Tauhid-i-Ilahi was really an order of the Sufistic type. The quest of Akbar 

culminated in the Tauhid-i-ialhi (the divine monotheism) or Din-i-Illahi. Those who were 

willing to join, and whom the emperor approved, were allowed to become the members. 

Sunday was fixed as the day for initiation. The initiates were to abstain from meat, as far as 

possible, at least  in the month of their birth, give sumptuous feast and alms on their 

birthday. There were no  sacred books or scriptures, no priestly class, no place of worship or 

rituals and ceremonies,  except the initiation. Akbar did not use force, nor was money used 

for enrolling the disciples or the Murids. 

 

149. Consider the following statements about the factors that inspired Babur for the 

conquest of India: 

1. Like countless earlier invaders from Central Asia, Babur was drawn to India by the lure of 

its fabulous wealth. 

2. Babur was apprehensive of an Uzbek attack on Kabul and considered India to be good 

place of refuge. 

3. Meager income of Kabul forced Babur to look for the conquest of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 



General Studies Paper#1-Sectional Paper#1 
 

Target PCS Lucknow Page 80 
 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Babur was the founder of the Mughal Empire and first Emperor of the Mughal 

dynasty (r. 1526–1530) in the Indian subcontinent. He was a descendant 

of Timur and Genghis Khan through his father and mother respectively.He was also given 

the posthumous name of Firdaws Makani ('Dwelling in Paradise').The chief among the 

factors that inspired Babur for the conquest of India are the following:  

1) When Babur failed to conquer Samarkand, he concentrated on the conquest of 

Hindustan.  

2) The fabulous wealth of India was a source of great attraction for him.  

3) At the time there was political instability in India. 

 

150. Consider the following statements about the reign of Mughal emperor Jahandar Shah: 

1. The hated Jizyah was abolished. 

2. Jai Singh of Amber was given the title of Mirza Raja Sawai and was appointed Governor of 

Gujarat. 

3. Ajit Singh of Marwar was awarded the title of Maharaja and was appointed Governor of 

Malwa. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 1 and 2 

C. Only 2 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: One of Bahadur Shah’s less able sons, Jahandar Shah won the throne with the 
help and support of Zulfiqar Khan, the most powerful noble of the time. The prince was the 
least interested in administration and it passed into the hands of Zulfiqar. His policies, 
however, were, clever and progressive. He knew that he had to establish friendly relations 
with the Rajput rajas and Maratha sardars, and other local clans. Thus, he took the 
necessary steps towards it. The demands of Marwar and Amber which were not satisfied by 
Bahadur Shah were addressed. He abolished jizyah. He also granted the Marathas 
the chauth and sardeshmukhi of Deccan. One of his hated policies was the introduction 
of irjarah or revenue farming. When the nobles grew jealous of the position of Zulfiqar 
Khan, they poisoned the ears of the emperor against him. This led to misunderstandings 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mughal_emperors
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between them. Finally, Jahandar Shah was defeated at Agra by his nephew Farrukh Siyar. 
Under his reign Jai Singh of Amber was given the title of Mirza Raja Sawai and was 
appointed the Governor of Malwa. Ajit Singh of Marwar was given the title of Maharaja and 
was appointed the Governor of Gujarat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


