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SECTION A 

This paper will cover following syllabus of GS II 

 Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 

and issues arising out of their design, implementations and Information 

Communications Technology (ICT) 

 Important aspects of governance– Transparency and accountability, e-

governance applications, models, successes, limitations and potential, 

citizens, charters and institutional measures 

 Role of Civil Services in democracy in the context of emerging trends 

 Development processes– The role of Non Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs), Self Help Groups (SHGs), various groups and associations, donors, 

charities, institutional and other stakeholders 

 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes, mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections 

 Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources 

 Issues relating to poverty and hunger, their implication on body politic 

 India and its relationship with neighbouring Countries; 

 Bilateral, Regional and Global groupings and agreements involving India and / 

or affecting India's interest 

 Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on 

India's interests- Indian diaspora 

 Important International Institutions, Agencies their structure, mandate and 

functioning 
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Question 1 – 10 (8 marks, 125 words) 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

Model Answer Points:  

Transparency and accountability in administration are very important part of participatory 

democracy. Government secrecy fosters disbelief of government on the part of the citizens 

and transparency eliminates the wall of secrecy built against the common people by those 

holding power. Accountability goes beyond the mere responsibility of delivery of a task or 

service. It also means answerability if a service is not delivered in a timely and efficient 

manner such that it becomes a burden.  

 UNDP describes governance as “a system of values, policies and institutions by 

which a society manages its economic, political and social affairs through 

interactions within and among the state, civil society and the private sector.”  

 Transparency is broadly accepted as a major principle of good governance. 

Transparency allows stakeholders to collect information that may be critical to 

uncovering abuses and defending their interests. Likewise, transparency increases 

accountability of the Government officials.  

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Give small definition of 
transparency and 
accountability 

•Define Governance 

•Give some Government 
schemes and policy to 
ensure transparency and 
accountability in Governance 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write institutional 
measures to ensure 
transparency and 
accountability in governance 

2. Write about effectiveness 
of these measures 

(More points are given in this 
model answer as sometimes 
this topic is asked in form of 
essay. So to write 150 words 
answer you should select best 
5-6 points.) 

CONCLUSION 

Generally in a 150 
marks question, 
conclusion is not very 
much important but still 
you should conclude it 
with a closing statement 
or a way forward or 
some suggessions in 
brief to leave a good 
impression on 
examiner. 

Q 1.  What are the institutional measures to ensure transparency and accountability in 

governance? Discuss. How effective have these measures been? Critically comment. 
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 Transparency means that the criteria, process and systems of decision-making are 

openly known to all in a public manner. Citizens charter becomes an important 

measure for transparency in institutional setup. 

 The declaration of Right To Information Act (2015) set the stage for transparency in 

the functioning of the government and its various agencies. Under this Act, access to 

information from a public agency has become a statutory right of every citizen. 

 Major Initiatives to Enhance Transparency in India include – Right to Information 

Act, Public Services Bill, Citizens Charters, e-Governance, e-Bhoomi, e-Choupal, e-

procurement. 

 Transparency is required to make the system of public service delivery effective. 

However, sheer knowledge of what entitlements are, and who is responsible for 

fulfilling them, is not sufficient to ensure that public services are passably and 

effectively delivered to the ‘intended’ recipients. 

 Accountability become another crucial concept in maintaining good governance. 

Accountability means being answerable for the performance of tasks assigned to a 

person.  

 Accountability necessitates the clear specification of tasks to be performed, the time 

frame and budget available for performing those tasks. Additionally, it is also 

important to be clear about the responsibility for performance of those tasks; 

person responsible and whether it is clear to them.  

 Citizens Charter Bill 2011 aims at providing rights to citizens for time bound delivery 

of goods and services and provide a Grievance Redressal Mechanism. Such a bill was 

previously recommended by the Second Administrative Reforms Commission.  

 Lokpal and Lokayuktas aims at reducing corruption by setting up of a separate 

institution of Lokpal at the Central level and Lokayuktas at the State level. These 

organizations investigate cases of corruption against public servants in the 

respective Government organizations.  

 E-Governance initiatives for providing an accountable administration include a 

framework for efficient handling of public grievances through the Centralised Public 

Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS), which is already in place. 

 The governance involving transparency and accountability suffers from the 

weakness that disclosed Information’s Genuineness can also be dubious and Wrong 

Interpretation of available information can give detrimental results to an 

organization. 

 Further, the abundance and availability of information means that the user needs 

skill to determine what it is that they want. The user of information has major role 

to play in affecting information sharing.  

 Change in the mindset of the government employees is necessary as it becomes a 

great hindrance in the process of ensuring transparency and accountability in 

governance structures in India. 

 Limited digitalisation of government offices and inadequate infrastructure has 

further been a stumbling block in ensuring effective transparency and accountability 

measures. 
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Way Forward – 

 There is imperative need to strengthen and widen the national public information 

infrastructure through developing information networks for wider access of digital 

information through wider use of information technologies. 

 Changing the mindset of the government employees is important. This will be 

addressed to organizing programmes for orientation, training and capacity building.  

 States may be advised to establish an independent public grievance redressal 

authority to deal with complaints of delay, harassment and corruption. 

Accountability is the complementary function of Transparency. Further, if the system of 

governance is transparent enough it would promote accountability, transparency and 

accountability are linked vis-a-vis its mission of an organization where the main objective of 

achieving public welfare needs to be prioritised. 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Define NGOs. Give some 
examples 

•Secondly one can give some 
NGO s in news recently 

•Or you can quote some 
reports or statistical data 
related to NGOs. 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write Controversies 
surrounding the activities and 
functioning of NGOs in India  

2. Write how much those 
concerns are genuine 

3. Give tight regulation of 
NGOs by the government  

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a 
closing statement or a 
way forward or some 
suggessions to finish 
your answer 
impressively. 

Q 2.  What are the controversies surrounding the activities and functioning of NGOs in 

India? Are the concerns genuine? Critically examine.  
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A non-governmental organization (NGO) is a non-profit, citizen-based group that functions 

independently of government. NGOs are organized on local, national and international levels 

to serve specific social or political purposes. 

In India, NGOs can be registered under a plethora of Acts such as the Indian Societies 

Registration Act, 1860, Religious Endowments Act 1863, Indian Trusts Act, etc. 

Controversies surrounding the activities and functioning of NGOs in India  

 Transparency in working – Many NGOs fail to file their income-expenditure 

statements. Many FCRA-registered NGOs have been warned by the government for 

not filing mandatory contribution reports. 

 Allegations of corruption against NGOs – In 2009, 883 NGOs were blacklisted after 

being found to have indulged in misappropriation of funds.  

 The external issue of funding – According to government data a total of 3,068 non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) received foreign funding above Rs. 22,000 Cr in 

2014-15. It is often said that foreign-funded NGOs tries to propagate the foreign 

propaganda to stall developmental projects. Example: Kudankulam Protest. 

 Support from government – While there exists plethora of NGOs in India, only a 

handful of NGOs linked to politicians, bureaucrats or other high-profile individuals 

get hefty government funds. 

Tight regulation of NGOs by the government –  

 NGOs can receive foreign funds if they are registered with the Home Ministry under 

the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA). Without this, no NGO can receive 

cash or anything of value higher than Rs 25,000.  

 In late 2018 government cancelled the licenses of nearly 20,000 NGOs receiving 

foreign funds under the FCRA.  

 Even NGOs such as the Public Health Foundation of India, which has expertise in 

public health policy, and Navsarjan, which works for the protection of Dalit rights, 

have had their licences to receive foreign funding cancelled. 

 According to a report on India’s philanthropic landscape by the consultancy firm 

Bain & Company, there was around a 40% decline in foreign funding between 2015 

and 2018. 

 Are the concerns genuine? 

 As per CBI report fewer than 10 per cent of NGOs in 20 states have filed balance 

sheets with the authorities. 

 An IB report in past has alleged that several foreign-funded NGOs were stalling 

India’s economic growth by their obstructionist activism. The report accused 

Greenpeace of attempting to destabilize India’s energy mix in collusion with a US-

based anti-coal lobbying group. 

 Yet, in recent decades, many NGOs in India have assisted the state to serve its 

citizens by pushing for laws including those on the right to information, food 

security, and rural employment. 
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 Issues such as the rising cases of violence against Dalits and land grabs by the state 

in India provide an opportunity for NGOs to ask uncomfortable questions of the 

government. This particularly so at a time when the rights of those who don’t agree 

with the state need to be protected. 

Regulation of NGOs is very much required but it should be ‘light’ and consistent with the 

fundamental rights, so as to give effect to the objects for which voluntarism is being 

promoted. The new framework should enable a “national uniformity” of approach following 

the principle of “cooperative federalism”. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 
 

Model Answer Points:  

Owing to the overwhelmingly patriarchal structure of our society, women have been 
relegated to a secondary status and have been subject to various legal and social 
discriminations. The framers of the Constitution recognized the need to remove such 
inequities, and made special provisions to redress the same. The need was felt for a 
structure to uphold the rights and implement the provisions of beneficial legislations in an 
organized and institutionalized manner. The National Commission for Women (NCW) is a 
statutorily constituted body under the National Commission for Women Act.1990. 

Role of the commission 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Introduce by giving briefly 
about NCW 

•Secondly write the need to 
form  NCW 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Give role of NHRC 

2. Write Constitution of the 
Commission 

3. Write how effective it is in 
addressing women issues and 
its shortcomings  

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a way 
forward or some 
suggessions. 

Q 3.  What is the role of the National Commission for Women? What is its 

constitution? Has it been effective in addressing women issues in India? Critically 

examine. 
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 To examine constitutional and legal safeguards for women. 

 To take up cases of violations of the provisions of the constitution or any other laws 

affecting women and recommend so as to provide legislative remedies. 

 To inspect remand home, women’s institution where women are kept as prisoners 

or otherwise take up the concerned authority for remedial action, if necessary. 

  Constitution of the Commission 

1. A Chairperson, committed to the cause of women, to be nominated by the Central 

Government. 

2. five Members to be nominated by the Central Government from amongst persons of 

ability, integrity and standing who have had experience in law or legislation, trade 

unionism, management of an industry potential of women, women’s voluntary 

organization’s (including women activist), administration, economic development, 

health, education or social welfare; Provided that at least one Member each shall be 

from amongst persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

respectively. 

3. a Member-Secretary to be nominated by the Central Government who shall be :-       

 an expert in the field of management, organizational structure or sociological 

movement, or 

 An officer who is a member of a civil service of the Union or of an all-India service or 

holds a civil post under the Union with appropriate experience. 

It has been effective in addressing women issues as-  

 A number of enquiry commission have been established by the commission under 

section 8(1) of the act to look into the matters of law and legislation, political 

empowerment, custodial justice for women, social security, panchayat raj, women 

and media, development of scheduled tribe woman, development of women of 

weaker sections, development of women of minority communities, transfer of 

technology and agriculture for development of women.  

 Among other highlights includes the anti-child marriage agitation in Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, public hearings on problems of Muslim 

women, the impact of globalization on women or land-related problems, economic 

empowerment of tribal women has been successfully organized by commission all 

over the country.  

However, commission fails to do complete justice as the body remains toothless due to 
following   

 The Commission has no concrete legislative powers. It only has the powers to 

recommend amendments and submit reports which are not binding on state or 

Union Governments. 
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 The Commission does not have the power to select its own members. This power is 

vested with the Union Government and in India’s volatile political scenario the 

Commission may be politicized. 

 The Commission is dependent on grants from the Union Government for its financial 

functioning and this could compromise the independence of the Commission. 

Way forward 

 The Commission suggested that the chairperson of NCW be given the status of the 

Union Cabinet Minister and the Members that of Minister of State. This will put 

more power in the Commission’s hands and thus its recommendations will have a 

greater degree of force. 

 The Commission must be granted the power to select its own members. If needed a 

separate body, selected from within the Commission, should be constituted in order 

to carry these functions. 

 The Commission must be given allocated funds in the Union as well as the State 

Budgets in order facilitate smooth functioning. Currently funds are only allocated at 

the Central level and not the state level. 

The Objectives, organizational structure and administrative set up of NCW clearly show the 

relevance of its existence and its significance. it’s not only the duty of the state but also it’s 

the duty of the citizens as a whole to look into if such miss conducts in our society is taking 

place or not. There should me more public awareness and participation for the women 

oppression so as make the work of the National Commission for Women more justifiable. 
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Structure of answer: 

 

Model Answer Points:  

The population of transgender community is officially 5 lakhs as per 2011 census and 

unofficially LGBT account for around 3-4 million as per a report submitted by government to 

the supreme court. Being identified as one of the most vulnerable community, the 

government has over the years taken various measures to uplift them. 

Government measure to address LGBT vulnerabilities: 

The government has passed Transgender Bill 2019 to address the various issues of LGBT 

community with features : (Important points highlighted) 

 Definition of transgender 

 To choose the gender does not match the gender assigned at birth certified by 

district administration. 

 Prohibition against discrimination: including denial of service or unfair treatment vis 

a vis education, employment, healthcare, access to goods, right to movement, right 

to reside and so on. 

 Establishment of National council for transgender persons. 

 Urging the relevant governments to take welfare measures to ensure the full 

inclusion and participation of transgender persons in society. 

 Further, the government has allowed transgenders to change their gender without 

sex reassignment surgery and declassified transgender as a mental illness. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Briefly define LGBT and 
Transgenders 

•You may give data about 
transgenders and LGBT 
community  

•Introduce briefly about 
policies of different nations 
of the world about LGBT 
Communities and 
transgenders 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write measures taken by 
the government to address 
the vulnerabilities of the 
transgenders and LGBT 
community 

2. Evaluate these measures 
critically  

CONCLUSION 

Conclude thoughtfully 
with a closing statement 
or a way forward or 
some suggessions. 

Q 4. Critically evaluate the recent measures taken by the government to address the 

vulnerabilities of the transgenders and LGBT community. 
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 Transgender has been declared as a ‘third gender’ by several state governments. 

 A Media Committee has been constituted in the Ministry of social justice and 

empowerment for the purpose of initiating sensitization drives in society. 

 The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated a National level 

umbrella scheme namely “SMILE - Support for Marginalized Individuals for 

Livelihood and Enterprise”, which includes two sub-schemes - ‘Comprehensive 

Rehabilitation for Welfare of Transgender Persons’ and ‘Comprehensive 

Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of Begging’.  

 Also, Ministry of Labour and Employment has directed states to give vocational 

training under skill development initiative. 

 MGNREGA scheme provide employment for transgenders. 

 Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2019 requires the 

employer to provide a hygienic work environment like separate bathing places and 

locker rooms for male, female and transgender employees. 

 Various expert committees are formed by centre and state governments to 

recommend welfare measure for LGBT community. 

The state governments have taken various measures like: (In case of 250 words answer or 

essays otherwise write briefly or skip) 

 Kerala has passed bill to provide reservation for transgender community in higher 

education, reservation in metro and so on. 

 The state of Tamilnadu introduced Transgender welfare policy. 

 Maharashtra has setup a welfare board assessing the state of LGBT and recommend 

measures for their development. 

 The SWEEKAR scheme of Odisha government with provisions of monetary support, 

reservation in jobs etc., 

These measures have been helping in mainstreaming transgenders and the recent supreme 

court ruling decriminalizing sec 377 has provided respite for LBGT community against 

exploitation. The welfare schemes have provided wide range opportunities in education and 

employment with support from both centre and several state governments. 

Critical assessment: 

 However, the measure taken by the government has been inadequate and half- 

hearted. 

 The transgender bill has issues like the mandatory certification by district 

administration violating privacy. 

 The reservation in education and employment has been sidelined by the central 

government. 

 The government is silent in spite of several fundamental rights of LGBT is being 

violated like discrimination in provisions on rape of a transgender, violation of right 

to privacy in getting gender identity etc., 
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 The intersex group has been neglected by the government which just consider LGBT 

which is different from intersex group. 

 Same-sex marriages are still not legally recognized in India. 

 This can be derived from the ground reality where in transgender community still 

faces discrimination and social exclusion. Study by NHRC revealed that 98% of 

transgenders are separated from their family, 60% never attended schools and 92% 

are deprived of the right to participate in any form of economic activity in the 

country with even qualified ones refused jobs. 

 Further, around 57 percent are keen on getting sex-alignment surgery but don’t 

have money for it showing the lack of government support to the community in 

taking their life choices. 

 Furthermore, 18 percent of them are physically abused, 62 percent are verbally 

abused in school. 15 percent are harassed by students as well as teachers which 

depicts the failure of government in mainstreaming LGBT community as a normal 

section in the society including schools.  

Thus, several measures have to be taken like dedicated research studies to design 

appropriate programs/schemes for LGBT, mass-media awareness campaigns, legalizing 

same-sex marriage, medical facility for transgender, reservation in employment and 

education and so on. As a progressive nation, it is vital for India to take measures alleviating 

the stigma associated with LGBT and utilize their potential in national development 

upholding their fundamental rights. 
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Structure of answer: 

 

Model Answer Points:  

The IHDI combines a country’s average achievements in health, education and income with 

how those achievements are distributed among country’s population by “discounting” each 

dimension’s average value according to its level of inequality.  

Thus, the IHDI is distribution-sensitive average level of human development. Two countries 

with different distributions of achievements can have the same average HDI value. Under 

perfect equality the IHDI is equal to the HDI, but falls below the HDI when inequality rises. 

Difference between the IHDI and HDI (Give if asked in long answer else may skip) 

 The difference between the IHDI and HDI is the human development cost of 

inequality, also termed – the overall loss to human development due to inequality.  

 The IHDI allows a direct link to inequalities in dimensions, it can inform policies 

towards inequality reduction, and leads to better understanding of inequalities 

across population and their contribution to the overall human development cost.  

 A recent measure of inequality in the HDI, the Coefficient of human inequality, is 

calculated as an unweighted average of inequality across three dimensions. 

Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI) a better measure of development  

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Define Inequality-adjusted 
Human Development Index  

•Give data and recent report 
of HDI 

•Need for this Index 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Explain why Inequality-
adjusted Human Development 
Index (IHDI) a better measure 
of development  

2. Give examples 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude with a 
thoughtfulclosing 
statement. 

Q 5. Why is Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI) a better measure of 

development? Explain with the help of suitable examples.   
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While the HDI can be viewed as an index of average achievements in human development 

dimensions, the IHDI is the level of human development when the distribution of 

achievements across people in the society is accounted for. The IHDI will be equal to the HDI 

when there is no inequality but falls below the HDI as inequality rises. The difference 

between the HDI and IHDI, expressed as a percentage of the HDI, indicates the loss in human 

development due to inequality.  

 IHDI show if inequality is getting better or worse. By analyzing the trend in the IHDI 

one can assess the direction of the change. 

 One of the key properties of the approach is that it is ‘subgroup consistent’. This 

means that if inequality declines in one subgroup and remains unchanged in the rest 

of population, then the overall inequality declines. The second important property is 

that the IHDI can be obtained by first computing inequality for each dimension and 

then across dimensions, which further implies that it can be computed by combining 

data from different sources, thus it is not necessary that micro data on all 

components come from the same survey. 

 The IHDI allows a direct link to inequalities in dimensions of the HDI and the 

resulting loss in human development. Thus, it can help inform policies towards 

inequality reduction and to evaluate the impact of various policy options aimed at 

inequality reduction. 

 The average global loss in HDI due to inequality is about 22.9 %—ranging from 5.5% 

(Finland) to 44.0% (Angola). People in sub-Saharan Africa suffer the largest losses 

due to inequality in all three dimensions, followed by South Asia and the Arab States 

and Latin America and the Caribbean. Sub-Saharan Africa suffers the highest 

inequality in health (36.6%), while South Asia has the highest inequality in education 

(41.6%). The region of Arab States also has the highest inequality in education (38%), 

Latin America and the Caribbean suffers the largest inequality in income (36.3%). 

 The IHDI and its components can be useful as a guide to help governments better 

understand the inequalities across population and their contribution to the overall 

loss in the level of human development due to inequality. 

 The IHDI can be adapted to compare the inequalities in different subpopulations 

within a country, provided that the appropriate data are available. National teams 

can use proxy distributions for indicators, which may make more sense in their 

particular case. 

 Generally countries with less human development also have more multidimensional 

inequality and thus larger losses in human development due to inequality, while 

people in developed countries experience the least inequality in human 

development. 

 The East Asia and the Pacific Region performs well on the IHDI, particularly in access 

to healthcare and education, and former socialist countries in Europe and Central 

Asia have relatively egalitarian distributions across all three dimensions. 

Though insightful, the index does not reckon several factors, such as the net wealth per 

capita, the relative quality of goods, CO2 emissions, crime rate or risk of insolvency in a 

country. Accounting for these will lower the rank for some of the most advanced countries, 
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such as the G7 members and others. However IHDI is still one of the best indicators of 

Human development. 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

Model Answer Points:  

Relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of India’s  foreign policy and the foundation of its Act 

East Policy. The up-gradation of the relationship into a Strategic Partnership in 2012 was a 

natural progression to the ground covered since India became a Sectoral Partner of the 

ASEAN in 1992, Dialogue Partner in 1996 and Summit Level Partner in 2002.  

 The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) comprises Indonesia, 

Singapore, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Thailand, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar 

and Vietnam.  

 India’s focus on a strengthened and multi-faceted relationship with ASEAN is an 

outcome of the significant changes in the world’s political and economic scenario 

since the early 1990s and India’s own march towards economic liberalisation. 

In this regard, India’s strategic and economic interests in ASEAN are as discussed below: 

 ASEAN, as a regional grouping based on consensus, has worked tirelessly over 50 

years to help secure peace, progress and prosperity in the region. India, therefore, 

places ASEAN at the centre of its Indo-Pacific vision of Security and Growth for All in 

the Region.  

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Explain about ASEAN briefly 

•Why ASEAN grouping was 
made 

•Recent news about ASEAN 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write India’s strategic and 
economic interests in ASEAN  

2. Write measures taken for 
increasing outreach to the 
ASEAN countries 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a way 
forward or some 
suggessions in brief. 

Q 6. What are India’s strategic and economic interests in the ASEAN? What measures 

have been taken for increasing outreach to the ASEAN countries? Examine.   
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 Consequently, Maritime cooperation in terms of connectivity, safety and security 

has gained high attention. For example, to develop connectivity through water, 

ASEAN and India are working on the Kaladan MultiModal Transit Transport Project. 

 Partnership with ASEAN nations might help India counter the growing presence of 

China and its string of pearls as ASEAN is seen as the most successful regional 

organisation next only to the EU. Further, the conflict in South China sea can be 

utilised by India to its advantage. 

 India-ASEAN trade and investment relations have been growing steadily, with ASEAN 

being India’s fourth largest trading partner. India’s trade with ASEAN stands at US$ 

81.33 billion, which is approx. 10.6% of India’s overall trade. India’s exports to 

ASEAN stand at 11.28% of total exports. 

 India-Asean ties are based on 3 Cs–Culture, Connectivity and Commerce where  

Connecting India’s North-eastern states with ASEAN becomes crucial for India. 

ASEAN’s indispensability in India’s ‘Act East’ policy has led to various measures to increase 

outreach towards ASEAN countries which are discussed below: 

 There has been a shift in emphasis with India moving away from the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) to the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) and asserting its 

centrality in the evolving geography of the Indo-Pacific.  

 ASEAN-India connectivity is a priority for India as also the ASEAN countries. While 

India has made considerable progress in implementing the India-Myanmar-Thailand 

Trilateral Highway and the Kaladan Multimodal Project, issues related to increasing 

the maritime and air connectivity between ASEAN and India and transforming the 

corridors of connectivity into economic corridors are under discussion.  

 India has extensively contributed to the ASEAN-India Fund, to support 

implementation of the ASEAN-India Plans of Action, which envisage cooperation in a 

range of sectors as well as capacity building programmes in the political, economic 

and socio-cultural spheres for deepening and intensifying ASEAN-India cooperation.  

 India has been cooperating with ASEAN by way of implementation of various 

projects in the fields of Agriculture, Science & Technology, Space, Environment & 

Climate Change, Human Resource Development, Capacity Building, New and 

Renewable Energy, Tourism, People-to-People contacts and Connectivity. 

There have been contentions in the India-Asean paradigm with –  

 India’s capacity to provide development assistance, market access, and security 

guarantees remains limited. 

 India’s interest in ASEAN as a multilateral forum remains lackluster as it continues to 

privilege bilateral partnerships to further its own interests. 

 The three Cs of commerce, connectivity, and culture have been highlighted but a 

more granular perspective is needed in terms of a forging a forward-looking 

approach. 
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India’s geostrategic interests in the Indo-Pacific region depend on India’s bilateral and 

multilateral engagements with the countries in the region. While India and ASEAN have been 

very ambitious in articulating the potential of their partnership, they have been much less 

effective in operationalizing their ideas. The need now is for both sides to focus on 

functional cooperation and make the idea of India-ASEAN partnership more exciting. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

Model Answer Points:  

The North East States are categorized as Special Category States and receive central 

assistance on a liberal 90:10 sharing pattern. The Central Government is also supplementing 

development efforts of States in NER through Special Central Assistance (SCA) and Special 

Plan Assistance (SPA) through State Plans.  

The Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) has made the 

following  schemes for the development of North-Eastern region: (Details are given so that 

you can use them if long answer question is asked. You shortlist important parts as per your 

understanding and remembering power for 150 word answer) 

North East Special Infrastructure Development Scheme (NESIDS) 

 The Government has approved a 100% Central Sector Scheme to be implemented till 

March 2020, named North East Special Infrastructure Development Scheme 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Give brief introduction 
about North East States 

•Give some data to show 
development status of NE 
states 

•Why these are under 
development or need for 
development 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write Government 
measures to ensure the 
development of the North-
Eastern region  

2. Evaluate those measures 
critically 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a way 
forward or some 
suggessions. 

Q 7. Critically evaluate the recent measures taken by the government to ensure the 

development of the North-Eastern region.  
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(NESIDS) for development of North-Eastern region to be implemented by the 

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER).  

Schemes of North Eastern Council (NEC) and North East Road Sector Development Scheme 

(NERSDS) 

 Under NERSDS, 3 (three) projects have been taken up and 1 (one) has been 

completed while 2 (two) are ongoing. 

North East Venture Fund (NEVF) 

 North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (NEDFi) under the Ministry of 

Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) has set up the North East Venture 

Fund (NEVF) for North East Region.  

The Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) Scheme 

 The Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) Scheme came into existence in 

1998 under then Planning Commission. Subsequently, it was transferred to DoNER in 

2001.  

Science & Technology Interventions in the North East Region   (STINER)       

 STINER aims to bring relevant technologies developed by the academic, scientific 

and research institutions to the artisans and farmers especially women.  

North East Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP) 

The objective of the North East Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP) is “To improve rural 

livelihoods especially that of women, unemployed youth and the most disadvantaged, in 

four North Eastern States”.  

Other: 

 For Road, Under the Special Accelerated Road Development Programme (SARDP-NE) 

including Arunachal Package of Roads and Highways, 1,514 km of road length has 

been completed in the last five years in the North East Region (NER).  

 Under Bharatmala Pariyojana (BMP) roads stretches aggregating to about 5,301 km 

in NER have been approved for improvement.  

 In respect of Rail Connectivity, during the last four years the entire North East 

Region has been converted to the Broad Gauge (BG) network. In respect of Air 

Connectivity, modernization and development of Airports have been taken up. This 

includes construction of a new integrated terminal building at Guwahati, Imphal and 

Agartala Airports etc. 

 The North East has been kept as a priority area under Regional Connectivity Scheme 

(RCS-UDAN). 
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 Under Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Ministry of Tourism, projects worth Rs.1400.03 

crore have been sanctioned for the North East Region in the last five years and Rs. 

896.12 crore has been released for the same. 

 Ministry of Civil Aviation has granted ‘Site Clearance’ and ‘In-principle’ approval on 

18.01.2019 for setting up a New Greenfield Airport at Holongi, ltanagar,. 

 Other major initiatives taken up in the North-East Region inter alia include 

Promotion of MSMEs in North Eastern Region and Sikkim, Comprehensive Telecom 

Development Project (CTDP) for the North-Eastern Region, Comprehensive Scheme 

for strengthening of Transmission and Distribution Systems (CSST&DS), North 

Eastern Region Power System Improvement Project (NERPSIP), Mission Organic 

Value Chain Development for North Eastern Region scheme, North East Region 

Textile Promotion Scheme (NERTPS), National Sports University at Imphal, Agartala-

Akhaura Rail-Link to connect the existing Agartala station in Tripura to Akhaura 

Station of Bangladesh Railways, development of Brahmaputra and 19 new 

waterways including Barak. 

Challenges 

 The Northeast region does not attract big industries because the region is resource 

deficit, and does not have economies of scale to match. Moreover, the security 

situation in the whole of the region has not improved uniformly. 

 The North East Council (NEC) and the Ministry for the Development of the North 

East Region (DoNER) have become fund disbursing agencies instead of strategic 

planning agencies.  

 The North East still remains inward looking focussing primarily on internal conflicts. 

There is no discussion on the benefits that could accrue to the region from the Look 

East Policy. 

 The international borders in the North east are extremely porous. Thus, cross border 

infiltration of militants, and smuggling of arms are rampant in the region. 

 Poverty, High rate of unemployment, inadequate health care, public unrest adds to  

the challenges in the region. 

Given the north-eastern region’s strategic location, India has been keen to involve countries 

of South East Asia and East Asia in its development. The ten key areas for development of 

north east are highways, railways, power, internet, BPOs, Organic food, assistance, timely 

implementation of projects for job creation, tourism and development of rural areas. The 

pro-active approach in the north east region is the key to give fillip to development of the 

region. 
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Structure of answer: 

 

 

 
 

Model Answer Points:  

India is today a member of several trans-regional, regional and sub-regional groupings. On 

the one hand, India today sees global and regional multilateral mechanisms as platforms to 

engage with the outside world to meet the expectations from a rising power. On the other 

hand, India needs global and regional multilateral organisations to meet its own rising 

aspirations. 

 The paradox of India’s rise is that while there is a clear positive trend in its role in 

global governance, regional governance remains locked in geopolitics. South Asia is a 

region where despite the existence of a pan-South Asian organisation SAARC (South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) for over three decades, it is yet to 

implement a single all SAARC project. 

 At the same time, there has been a rise of global sub regional groupings coupled 

with slowdown in world economic growth rate which are making things challenging 

for India in this growing trend towards de-globalisation. 

 ‘Regional cooperation’, is a term coined not too long ago to denote joint action and 

interaction by geographically contiguous countries with common cultural identities 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Define Sub regionalism 

•Secondly you may write why 
India is a member of several 
trans-regional, regional and 
sub-regional groupings 

•Give some recent news 
context 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write how India protecting 
her economic and strategic 
interest in an era of emerging 
subregionalism. 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a 
closing statement. 

Q 8.  How is India protecting her economic and strategic interest in an era of emerging 

subregionalism. 
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to address complex goals such as reducing poverty, promoting peace and security 

and achieving sustainable development.  

 Consequently, Sub Regionalism might simply be the right size and level of economic 

governance as states lose power ‘upwards’ to the ‘super-region’, and ‘downwards’ 

to the global economy. 

 Growth triangles and similar forms of sub-regional economic zones are usually 

constructed around partnerships between private actors and a range of public 

actors at both national and sub-national levels. Some of the most well-known cases 

include (1) the Indonesia–Malaysia–Singapore Growth Triangle (IMS-GT); (2) the 

Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT). 

 On the one hand, India is building South Asia regionalism through a “bottom-up” 

approach with innovative ideas such as sub-regionalism. Given its centrality in South 

Asia, there is a considered opinion that regionalism cannot grow without India’s 

active support. 

 The first ‘collaborative sub-regionalism’ was experimented with South Asia Growth 

Quadrangle (SAGQ) in 1997 involving four SAARC nations (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India 

and Nepal) with the aim to enhance ‘regional solidarity and promoting overall 

development within SAARC’ with an emphasis on project-based development. 

 In 2000, the South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) programme in 

the SAGQ was launched with assistance from Asian Development Bank (ADB) with 

six priority sectors that included transport, energy and power, tourism, 

environment, trade,  investment, and private sector cooperation, and information 

and communication technology. 

 India further pushed its eastward drive when it set up another sub-regional grouping 

with the mainland Southeast Asian nations. In 2000, India along with five of the 

Mekong nations (Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam) established the 

Mekong–Ganga Cooperation (MGC).  

 The MGC emphasised cooperation in the field of tourism, culture, education, and 

transportation linkages. In the same year, India and South Africa together launched 

the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) along with 

Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Yemen, Tanzania, Madagascar and Mozambique. 

 BIMSTEC is another sub regional grouping which is being propounded as a counter 

to SAARC by India to safeguard its interests in eastern south asia. Further, it would 

help in overcoming the impasse due to Pakistan in south asian collaboration. 

 At the sub-regional level, the government further strengthened groupings such as 

the BIMSTEC, the SESEC/BBIN and the MGC as part of the Act East policy with the 

aim to accelerate the integration process in the region. For instance, India pledged 

to contribute 32 per cent of the annual expenditure on BIMSTEC’s permanent 

secretariat in Dhaka.  

 Government’s vision of the Indian Ocean region was outlined in 2015 in the acronym 

SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region). Further, India has ambitions of 

strengthening subregional mechanisms for maritime cooperation and sought the 

involvement of ‘Mauritius, Seychelles and other nations in the region’ to join the 

India-Sri Lanka-Maldives trilateral initiative.  
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Thus it can be seen that to tackle the emerging subregional challenges India is increasingly 

taking the lead to improve sub regional governance in key areas including socio-economic 

development, maritime, energy, water, cyber, space and security. India’s various capacity-

building efforts in South Asia, the Mekong region, and in the island nations of the Indian 

Ocean contributes to good sub regional governance. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

Government schemes aim at welfare of people via distribution of benefits. However, most 

times the benefits do not reach the intended beneficiaries rendering the schemes 

ineffective. 

Identification of beneficiaries for government schemes is tricky 

 Most of the government initiatives depend on either land records — which are often 

patchy — or on a dated database based on 2011 numbers: the Socio-Economic Caste 

Census (SECC). The SECC is being used in central schemes such as the Ayushman 

Bharat and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana to identify beneficiaries. 

 A district-wise comparison with data from the last census conducted in 2011 and 

numbers from the more recent National Family Health Survey (NFHS 2015-16) 

suggest that while there are some common patterns in all three databases, there are 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Give a brief introduction 
about Govenment schemes 

•Define Beneficiaries 

•Aim of Government schemes 
and benefits received by 
beneficiaries in a single line 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write why Identification of 
beneficiaries for government 
schemes is tricky 

Write your view if Exclusion’ 
works far better as criteria for 
identification than ‘inclusion’ 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a 
thoughtfulclosing 
statement or some 
suggessions in brief. 

Q 9.  Comment why Identification of beneficiaries for government schemes has always 

been a tricky issue in India. Do you think ‘exclusion’ works far better as a criteria for 

identification than ‘inclusion’? Critically examine.  
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considerable differences when it comes to identification of the most backward 

districts. 

 SECC, in principle, remains a targeted approach for welfare delivery mechanism. 

There are various problems attached with targeted mechanism, some of which are 

enlisted as follows: 

 Targeted programs create tensions between those who are excluded—some of 

whom may be among the poor but “missed” by targeting schemes—and the 

beneficiaries. 

 Many scholars have pointed out the tendency of politicians to abuse targeted 

programs by converting them into instruments of patronage. 

 Additionally, most of the benefits meant for end-up being elite captured. As, 

Amartya Sen points out,” benefits that go only to the poor often end up being poor 

benefits.” 

 The other challenge in using the SECC database is that it is already eight years old in 

an economy which is transforming fast, and where some people have climbed up 

the income ladder while others have fallen down. 

 This means that a SECC-type exercise needs to be repeated at frequent intervals to 

ensure that it matches current reality. But the more the database is mined for such 

use, the greater the chances of reporting biases creeping in, as people learn how to 

game the database to remain within the ‘right’ cutoff limits. 

‘Exclusion’ works far better as criteria for identification than ‘inclusion’ 

 There is evidence that, because of the burdens placed on state 

administrations, universal benefits are sometimes cheaper than targeting. 

 Sewa-INBI took up two types of villages in Madhya Pradesh for their pilot, one was a 

normal Indian village while the second was only inhabited by tribals.  

 In each case, a set of ‘control’ villages was identified where no UBI was given while 

the other set got a UBI for 12 to 17 months. Over 6,000 people got the UBI of Rs. 

200 per adult and Rs. 100 per child; after a year, this was raised to Rs. 300 and Rs. 

150—respectively—in the normal villages. In the tribal villages, the sum was kept at 

Rs. 300 and Rs. 150 in the 12-month period. 

 In this experiment, it was found that, on many parameters, conditions of inhabitant 

of UBI controlled villlages improved. 

 However, there are many problems associated with universal targeting, like 

 Conspicuous spending: Households, especially male members, may spend this 

additional income on wasteful activities. 

 Moral hazard (reduction in labour supply): A minimum guaranteed income might 

make people lazy and opt out of the labour market. 

 Gender disparity induced by cash: Gender norms may regulate the sharing of UBI 

within a household – men are likely to exercise control over spending of the UBI. 

This may not always be the case with other in-kind transfers. 

In current times, the last mile delivery of services is being taken up in a vigorous manner 

through tools like Sevottam Model, Social Audit etc. Need is to further strengthen the 
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existing measures to ensure a smooth delivery of benefits and improve governance in the 

country. 

   

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

National commission for scheduled castes (NCSC) and National commission for scheduled 

tribes (NCST) are established under Article 338A and 338B of the Indian constitution through 

the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 2003.  

Functions of NCSC/NCST: (Present them in a diagram) 

 To investigate & Monitor matters relating to Safeguards provided for SC/STs under 

the Constitution or under other laws or under Govt. Order, to evaluate the working 

of such Safeguards. 

 To inquire into specific complaints relating to Rights & Safeguards of SC/STs. 

 To participate and advise in the Planning Process relating to Socio-economic 

development of SC/STs, and to evaluate the progress of their development under 

the Union and any State. 

 to present to the President, annually and at such other times as the Commission 

may deem fit, reports upon the working of those safeguards. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Write briefly about National 
commission for scheduled 
castes (NCSC) and National 
commission for scheduled 
tribes (NCST)  

•When they were constituted 

•If they are Statutory bodies 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Write functions of National 
commission for scheduled 
castes (NCSC) and National 
commission for scheduled 
tribes (NCST) 

2. Give statistical data about 
Evaluation of NCSC and NCST  

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a 
closing statement or a 
way forward. 

Q 10. How effective are the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) and the 

National Commission For Scheduled Tribes (NCST) in addressing the real issues of 

discrimination and exploitation of the affected groups? Critically evaluate.  
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Evaluation of NCSC and NCST: 

NCSC has been successful towards achieving in its mandate through the works like(Write 3-

4)  

 Services Safeguards Wing of has worked towards complaints relate mostly to 

promotions, discrimination and harassment on various counts, conduct of 

departmental enquires, transfers etc.,  

 NCSC monitors the implementation of the various legal provisions in force regarding 

atrocities against dalits. Over the years, the Commission has conducted several on-

the-spot inquiries into complaints of atrocities. 

 Both the commissions have also succeeded in institutionalizing the system of liaison 

officers and special SC and ST cells in all central ministries and public sector 

enterprises for the speedy and effective resolution of the grievances of employees 

of these communities. 

 Both the Commissions monitors the levels of literacy and educational development 

of the Scheduled Castes and has taken special interest in female literacy rates. 

 On economic front, they have recommended land ceiling and the redistribution of 

surplus land by various state governments, suggested a range of tenancy reforms 

and several measures to prevent the alienation of tribal land. 

This is reflected in the statistics which shows (Important ones are highlited) 

 The literacy gap has closed significantly in the last decade. SC/ST women made the 

most rapid progress as per the 2011 census. Literacy rate among SC/ST men ad 

women increased by around 9% and 14 % respectively compared to 10% and 5% 

among non-SC/ST community. 

 Representation of SC and ST members in central government and state government 

services is more than the prescribed percentage and has significantly increased in 

the last 2 decades as per a reply given by central government minister during 

question hour. 

 The SC/ST population with houses and other basic amenities have increased by 

around 30% as per the TISS report. 

 Health indicators including IMR, MMR etc., have improved and seen a reduction of 

more than 5% as per the report by Registrar General of India, Sample Registration 

System. 

However, the real issues of the communities seems to be not addressed completely. 

 As per the Data received under the RTI Act, of around 16000 complaints received by 

NCSC, around 6000 complaints were related to atrocities in public places and 4000 

complaints were related to ‘Service Atrocities’. Further, over 22,000 complaints are 

pending for disposal.  

 NCRB data shows a spike in the number of cases filed under SC/ST prevention of 

atrocities act which shows the discrimination and atrocities are only increasing. 
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 The incidents like dalit lynching in Una, Gujarat; caste related honour killings in 

Haryana shows that the commission has been ineffective in bringing behavioral 

change in the society.  

 The case of Rohith Vemula reflect that the discrimination is not only due to 

backwardness, illiteracy, awareness in the society but is omnipotent and is practiced 

in best of the best universities and workplace. The commission has been ineffective 

in preventing the same. 

 NCST was helpless and ineffective in stopping the eviction of tribals in the name of 

development which deprived them of their basic human rights. E.g.: 

 The supreme court order to evict more than one million forest dwelling people went 

against the spirit of Forest rights act and the commission couldn’t do anything. 

 The commission was not able to safeguard the tribal rights of Dongria Kondh 

community of odisha who faced eviction on a Vedanta development project and 

took public protest against the same. 

 Tribal culture and identity has been declining. As per a report by People’s Linguistic 

Survey of India, as much as 250 tribal languages have disappeared. NCST has failed 

to arrest the phenomenon. 

These are due to various reasons like 

 There are delays in conducting the inquiry and in delivering judgements.  

 The commission inability to reduce the incidence of atrocities and violence against 

dalits, or to effectively fight the persistent scourge of untouchability is a biggest 

failure on its part. 

 The Commission has been active in suggesting ways of streamlining procedures, 

implement reservations but is failing in brining fundamental reforms. 

 The commission decisions being only recommendatory, without a strong follow up 

mechanisms are mostly ignored.  

Thus, there is a need to reform the institutions giving them more power to bring discernible 

change and address the real issues more effectively. The reforms like powers vis-à-vis 

criminal investigation, power to penalize, fixed time period for discussion of commission 

reports, suo moto powers etc., are needed. 
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Question 11 – 20 (12 marks, 200 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

Nepal is an important neighbor of India and occupies special significance in its foreign policy 

because of the geographic, historical, cultural and economic linkages/ties that span 

centuries.The India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950 forms the bedrock of the 

special relations that exist between India and Nepal. 

Importance of Nepal 

 Nepal shares a border with 5 Indian states- Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West 

Bengal, Sikkim and Bihar. Hence an important point of cultural and economic 

exchange. 

 Nepal is right in the middle of India’s ‘Himalayan frontiers’, and along with Bhutan it 

acts as northern ‘borderland’ flanks and acts as buffer states against any possible 

aggression from China. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Begin the answer by 
explaining about the India-
Nepal relations 

•Write historic importance of 
Indo Nepal ties 

•Write any recent incidence 
in news 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Explain how Nepal is 
important for India from a 
security and strategic point of 
view. 

2. Also describe the problems 
inherent in Indo-Nepal 
relations. 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude with a way 
forward or some 
suggessions / Steps to 
improve relationship 
with Nepal. 

Q 11. Nepal has immense relevance for India from a security and strategic point of 

view.  Discuss importance and issues of India Nepal relationship. 
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 Rivers originating in Nepal feed the perennial river systems of India in terms of 

ecology and hydropower potential. 

 Many Hindu and Buddhist religious sites are in Nepal making it an important 

pilgrimage site for a large number of Indians. 

 India-Nepal has undertaken various connectivity programs to enhance people-to-

people linkages and promote economic growth and development. 

 The Gorkha Regiments of the Indian Army are raised partly by recruitment from hill 

districts of Nepal.Huge number of Indians live in Nepal, these include businessmen, 

traders, doctors, engineers and labourers (including seasonal/migratory in the 

construction sector). 

 India and Nepal share multiple multilateral forums such as BBIN (Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation) NAM, and SAARC (South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation) etc. 

Irritants in India-Nepal Ties 

 Issues with Peace and Friendship Treaty: The 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship 

was sought by the Nepali authorities in 1949 to continue the special links they had 

with British India and to provide them an open border and the right to work in India. 

But today, it is viewed as a sign of an unequal relationship, and an Indian imposition. 

 The Demonetisation Irritant: In November 2016, India withdrew Rs 15.44 trillion of 

high value (Rs 1,000 and Rs 500) currency notes. Today, over Rs15.3 trillion has been 

returned in the form of fresh currency. Yet, many Nepali nationals who were legally 

entitled to hold Rs 25,000 of Indian currency (given that the Nepali rupee is pegged 

to the Indian rupee) were left high and dry. 

 Territorial Disputes: In 2019, Nepal released a new political map claiming Kalapani, 

Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh of Uttarakhand and the area of Susta (West Champaran 

district, Bihar) as part of Nepal’s territory. 

How Can India Resolve its Differences with Nepal? 

 Dialogues for Territorial Disputes: The need today is to avoid rhetoric on territorial 

nationalism and lay the groundwork for quiet dialogue where both sides display 

sensitivity as they explore what is feasible. India needs to be a sensitive and 

generous partner for the neighbourhood first policy to take root. 

 The dispute shall be negotiated diplomatically under the aegis of International law 

on Trans-boundary Water Disputes. 

 Sensitising Towards Nepal: India should engage more proactively with Nepal in 

terms of people to people engagement, bureaucratic engagement as well as political 

interactions. 

 Strengthening Economic Ties: The power trade agreement needs to be such that 

India can build trust in Nepal. Despite more renewable energy projects (solar) 

coming up in India, hydropower is the only source that can manage peak demand in 

India. 
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 Investments from India: The Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection 

Agreement (BIPPA) signed between India and Nepal needs more attention from 

Nepal's side. 

The private sector in Nepal, especially the cartels in the garb of trade associations, are 

fighting tooth and nail against foreign investments. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 
 

Model Answer Points:  

India’s new strategic interest in outer space is based on a recognition of two important 

trends. One is the centrality of emerging technologies in shaping the 21st-century global 

order. The other is about the urgency of writing new rules for the road to peace and stability 

in outer space. 

The US has traditionally dominated outer space in the commercial domain. Its military 

competition with Russia set the norms in the security field. China’s emergence as a major 

space power — in both civilian and military — is reshaping astropolitics(geopolitics of outer 

space). 

Issues Associated With Outer Space Geopolitics 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Definition of Outer Space 

•Secondly Introduce with 
explaining outer space. 

•India's policies and research 
on Outer Space 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Discuss the issues 
associated with outer space 
geopolitics. 

2. Suggest Way forward 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude answer with a 
closing statement. 

Q 12. Discuss the issues associated with outer space geopolitics and also suggest a 

way forward.  
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 Weaponisation of Space: The militarisation and weaponisation of space are 

fundamentally at odds with constructive commercial and scientific projects. The war 

in space would destroy the intrinsic trust and cooperation necessary to maintain the 

systems deployed in space for peaceful purposes. 

 Despite these facts, the development projects for militarisation and weaponisation 

of outer space have been on the increase with the aim of one country. 

 Issue of Space Debris: A satellite that is destroyed by a missile disintegrates into 

small pieces, and adds to the space debris. The free floating space debris is a 

potential hazard for operational satellites and colliding with them can leave the 

satellites dysfunctional. 

 With countries launching more and more satellites, each one of them being a 

strategic or commercial asset, avoiding collisions could become a challenge in the 

future. 

 Quest For Space Mining: This quest for space mining will trigger a new era of conflict 

and cooperation and lead to a new space race. 

 According to the US Chamber of Commerce, the commercial space industry is 

estimated to be USD 1.5 trillion industry by 2040. 

 Moon Rush: After the discovery of water on the moon and “Peaks of Eternal Light'', 

the moon rush on the earth aimed at the lunar south pole, has become a new 

phenomenon. For example: 

 China’s Chang’e 4 soft-landed in the Von Karman crater on the dark side of the south 

polar region. 

 The US lunar programme now aims to put man back on the moon in the next 

decade. 

 NASA’s focus is on the south pole and if it succeeds, it will be the first manned crew 

to arrive at the south pole. 

 Jeff Bezos (owner of Amazon) unveiled the Blue Moon project that seeks to land 

men and women on the moon in the next few years. 

Way Forward 

 Collaboration of Public and Private Institution: India needs to structurally separate 

the regulatory, commercial and scientific research elements of the space 

programme. 

 Funding on Space Research and development must be enlarged and ISRO & private 

research institutions should be encouraged to work in tandem. 

 There is a need to establish an independent regulator that governs both ISRO and 

new space operators on a level playing field. 

 Need For a Strong Regulatory Framework: Delhi must also legislate a strong 

regulatory framework to promote India’s space activity and protect its international 

interests. 

 India should take a hard look at the emerging challenges to the current space order, 

review some of its past political assumptions about the nature of outer space and 

contribute to the development of new global norms that will strengthen the essence 

of the Outer Space Treaty.  
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In order to effectively defend our space assets, India must have reliable and accurate 

capabilities to track space objects, from debris and spacecraft to celestial bodies. Since 

accurate tracking forms the basis of almost every conceivable action in space, therefore, this 

crucial capability must be developed indigenously. For space defence to be effective, India 

must acquire a minimum, credible capacity across the various types of space weapons, 

physical, electronic and cyber. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

India has slipped to 101st position in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 of 116 countries, 

from its 2020 position of 94th. It is calculated on the basis of four indicators: 

 Undernourishment: Share of the population with insufficient caloric intake. 

 Child Wasting: Share of children under age five who have low weight for their 

height, reflecting acute undernutrition. 

 Child Stunting: Share of children under age five who have low height for their age, 

reflecting chronic undernutrition. 

 Child Mortality: The mortality rate of children under the age of five. 

Reasons for the poor performance - 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Start with writing about the 
Global Hunger Index 2021 
and 

•Write about India’s 
performance and Ranking. 

•You may write about top 
nations in Hunger Index 

•Or may give Indian scenerio 
of Hunger and poverty 

 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Discuss the reasons for the 
poor performance of India in 
maintaining the food and 
nutritional security. 

2. Suggest measures to deal 
with the issue of food 
insecurity. 

CONCLUSION 

Give a way forward or 
some suggessions in 
brief to leave a good 
impression on 
examiner. 

Q 13. Global Hunger Index 2021 rankings show a serious level of hunger and food 

insecurity in India. What holistic measures India should taketo deal with the issue of 

food insecurity.  
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 Impact of Pandemic: Various survey estimates that there were about 43 crore of 

moderate to severe food-insecure people in India in 2019 which increase to 52 crore 

by 2020 as a result of the pandemic-related disruptions. 

 In terms of prevalence rates, this food insecurity increased from about 31.6% in 

2019 to 38.4% in 2021. 

 The long standing problems of unemployment, inflation, informal sector 

employment and economic slowdown were aggravated in 2020 due to lack of 

preparation to deal with the pandemic. 

 Inadequate Distribution of Food through PDS: Deserving beneficiaries of the subsidy 

are excluded on the basis of non-ownership of below poverty line (BPL) status, as 

the criterion for identifying a household as BPL is arbitrary and varies from state to 

state. 

 Lack of access to remote areas: For the tribal communities, habitation in remote 

difficult terrains and practice of subsistence farming has led to significant economic 

backwardness. 

 Corruption: Diverting the grains to the open market to get better margin, selling 

poor quality grains at ration shops, irregular opening of the shops add to the issue of 

food insecurity. 

Way Forward 

 Regular Monitoring of Food Security: The sharp increase in food insecurity points to 

an urgent need for the government to establish systems for regular monitoring of 

the food security situation in the country. 

 Enlarging the Scope of Food Security Schemes: Universalising the access to the 

Public Distribution System and One Nation One Ration Card scheme (ONORC), at 

least during the pandemic.  

 The PDS should be strengthened and the food basket can be enlarged to include 

millets, pulses and oil. 

 This may certainly help in addressing the issue of hidden hunger. 

 Everyone, irrespective of whether they have a ration card or not, should be allowed 

to take subsidised grain from ration shops. 

 Bringing Development and Humanitarian Policies Together: Integrating 

humanitarian, development and peacebuilding policies in required areas to prevent 

families from selling meagre assets in exchange for food. 

 Lowering the Cost of Nutritious Food: Intervening along supply chains to lower the 

cost of nutritious foods such as by encouraging the production of biofortified crops 

or making it easier for fruit and vegetable growers to access markets. 

Conclusion 

Right to food is not only a statutory right but also a human right. As a state party to 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, India has the obligation to ensure the right to be 

free from hunger and the right to adequate food for all of its citizens. 

 Q 14. SCO has emerged as a key regional organisation in the Eurasian space. Discuss 

the opportunity for India to fulfill its national interest through SCO.  
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Structure of answer: 

 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

In less than two decades, Shanghai Cooperation Orgnisation (SCO) has emerged as a key 

regional organisation in the Eurasian space. It accounts for over 60% of Eurasia's territory, 

more than 40% of the world's population, and almost a quarter of the world's GDP. 

India’s Opportunities and SCO 

 Regional Security: SCO will enable India, as an integral part of the Eurasian security 

grouping, to neutralise threats like religious extremism and terrorism in the region. 

It is due to this, India has shown keen interest in deepening its security-related 

cooperation with the SCO and its Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure (RATS), which 

specifically deals with issues relating to security and defence. 

 Connect With Central Asia: SCO is also a potential platform to advance India’s 

Connect Central Asia policy. India’s ongoing engagement with SCO can be seen 

through the prism of reconnecting and re-energising ties with a region with which 

India has shared civilizational linkages, and is considered the country’s extended 

neighbourhood. 

 Dealing With Pakistan & China: SCO provides India with a forum where it can 

constructively engage both China and Pakistan in a regional context and project 

India’s security interests. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Introduce with explaining in 
brief about the SCO as an 
important organization. 

•Countries in SCO 

•India's stand in SCO 

 

 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Discuss how SCO provides 
opportunity for India to fulfil 
its national interests. 

2. Highlight some issues with 
the group  

CONCLUSION 

Give a way forward or 
some suggessions in 
brief to leave a good 
impression on 
examiner. 
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 Bringing Stability in Afghanistan: SCO, also an alternative regional platform to delve 

into the rapidly changing situation in Afghanistan. So far India completed 500 

projects in Afghanistan and is continuing with some more, with a total development 

aid of $3 billion. 

 Strategic Importance: Acknowledging the strategic importance emanating from the 

region and SCO, the Indian Prime Minister had articulated the foundational 

dimension of Eurasia being 'SECURE’.  

The letters in the word SECURE are: 

 S for Security of our citizens, 

 E for Economic development for all, 

 C for Connecting the region, 

 U for Unite our people, 

 R for Respect for Sovereignty and Integrity, and 

 E for Environment protection. 

Challenges that India needs to navigate 

 Denial Of Direct Land Connectivity: A major impediment in India’s expanded 

engagement with Eurasia remains the strategic denial of direct land connectivity 

between India and Afghanistan and beyond by Pakistan. 

 The lack of connectivity has also hampered the development of energy ties between 

the hydrocarbon-rich region and India 

 Difference Over BRI: While India has made its opposition to the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRO) clear, all other SCO members have embraced the Chinese project. 

 India-Pakistan Rivalry: SCO members have, in the past, expressed fears of the 

organisation being held hostage to India’s and Pakistan’s adversarial relationship, 

and their fears would likely have worsened in recent times. 

Way Forward 

 Improving Relations With China: It is imperative that India and China set up a modus 

vivendi (agreement allowing conflicting parties to coexist peacefully) for the 21st 

century to be viewed through the lens of an Asia century. 

 Improving Relations With Pakistan: SCO’s emphasis on promoting economic 

cooperation, trade, energy and regional connectivity should be leveraged to improve 

relations with Pakistan and persuade it to unblock India’s access to Eurasia and 

provide a fillip to projects like TAPI. 

 Strengthening Military Corporation: In the context of increasing terrorism in the 

region, it is imperative for SCO countries to develop a ‘cooperative and sustainable 

security’ framework and make the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure more effective. 

 The SCO member countries should develop joint institutional capacities that respect 

individual national sensitivities and yet generate a spirit of cooperation to create 

contact and connectivity between people, societies and nations. 



 
Sample_Model_Answers of Sectional Paper 

 

For any query, please WhatsApp/call us @ 7390023092 

 Member countries should realise that they have collective stakes to create a safe, 

secure and stable region that can contribute towards progress and improvement of 

human development indices 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

According to the 2011 census, there were about 26 lakh dry toilets in India where human 

excreta is removed physically by a person. 

Even after the passage of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 

Rehabilitation Act, there are still around 15 lakh manual scavengers in India, of whom over 

70% are women, according to 2019 data from the Rehabilitation Research Initiative. 

Moreover, according to the National Convener of the Safai Karmachari Andolan, 472 manual 

scavenging deaths across the country were recorded between 2016 and 2020, and 26 so far 

in 2021. 

Effects of Manual Scavenging: 

 Health-related Problems: The scavengers are exposed to gases such as hydrogen 

disulfide, carbon monoxide, ammonia, and methane. Long exposure to hydrogen 

disulfide can lead to death by asphyxia. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Definition Gandhian Ideas 

•Write about the problem of 
manual scavenging still 
prevalent in the society. 

•Give some data of 
casualities due to manual 
scavenging 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Discuss the effects and 
reasons of manual scavenging. 

2. Discuss some of the steps 
taken by the government. 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude with what 
more can be done to 
eliminate manual 
scavenging. 

Q 15. Do you agree Manual scavenging remains an embodiment of injustice and 

failure of India to follow Gandhian ideas. Discuss.   
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 Structural Violence Against Manual Scavengers: Manual scavengers are exposed to 

two types of violence that are social violence and physical violence (associated with 

caste discrimination). 

 Caste And Gender Discrimination: Most of the manual scavengers are women and 

members of the marginal class. The caste is regarded as a lower class and is 

excluded from moving to a better occupation. As a result, the scavenging work is 

seen as part of their natural occupation. 

Reasons for the Prevalence: 

 Indifferent Attitude: The continued reluctance on the part of state governments to 

admit that the practice prevails under their watch. 

 Issues due to Outsourcing: Many times local bodies outsource sewer cleaning tasks 

to private contractors. However, many of them fly-by-night operators, do not 

maintain proper rolls of sanitation workers. 

 Social Issue: The practice is driven by caste, class and income divides. It is linked to 

India’s caste system where so-called lower castes are expected to perform this job. 

Steps already taken by the government 

 The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 

2013: Superseding the 1993 Act, the 2013 Act goes beyond prohibitions on dry 

latrines, and outlaws all manual excrement cleaning of insanitary latrines, open 

drains, or pits 

 Prevention of Atrocities Act: In 1989, the Prevention of Atrocities Act became an 

integrated guard for sanitation workers. 

 ‘Swachhta Abhiyan App’: It has been developed to identify and geotag the data of 

insanitary latrines and manual scavengers. 

 SC Judgement (2014): It is mandatory for the government to identify all those who 

died in sewage work since 1993 and provide Rs. 10 lakh each as compensation to 

their families. 

Way Forward 

 Proper Identification: States need to accurately enumerate the workers engaged in 

cleaning toxic sludge. 

 Empowering Local Administration: With Swachh Bharat Mission identified as a top 

priority area by the 15th Finance Commission and funds available for smart cities 

and urban development providing for a strong case to address the problem of 

manual scavenging. 

 Social Sentisitation: To address the social sanction behind manual scavenging, it is 

required first to acknowledge and then understand how and why manual scavenging 

continues to be embedded in the caste system. 

 Need For a Stringent Law: If a law creates a statutory obligation to provide 

sanitation services on the part of state agencies, it will create a situation in which 

the rights of these workers will not hang in the air. 
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 Earliest passage of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 

Rehabilitation (Amendment) Bill, 2020: It proposes to completely mechanise sewer 

cleaning, introduce ways for ‘on-site’ protection and provide compensation to 

manual scavengers in case of sewer deaths. 

The manual scavenging is against the human right to live with dignity. The government and 

civil society must together work to eliminate this social menace. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

Covid-19 pandemic is a far greater social, economic, and political phenomenon than merely 

a biomedical one. Due to its ill-effects on lives and livelihood, the pandemic is turning into 

one of the worst humanitarian crises in recent human history. 

As the pandemic continues to affect lives and livelihoods around the world, its economic 

fallout is having a regressive effect on gender equality. 

Impact on Women 

 More Women Unemployed: Women were more affected than men by employment 

issues. Women made up just 24% of those working before the pandemic, yet 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Give a brief about the Covid-
19 pandemic and associated 
challenges 

•Give recent report of Global 
Gender Gap Index  2022 and 
India's position 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Discuss how the pandemic 
impacted women more than 
the men. 

2. Give a way forward to 
better the women's situation 
in the aftermath of the 
pandemic 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a 
Thoughtful closing 
statement or some 
suggessions in brief. 

Q 16. The Covid-19 pandemic impacted women more than the men and further 

increased the gender gap. Discuss the statement. 
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accounted for 28% of all those who lost their jobs. Women’s jobs are 1.8 times more 

vulnerable to this crisis than men’s jobs. 

 Issues of Food Insecurity: Loss in incomes for women as well as their households led 

to reduction in food supply and women were affected more than other members of 

the family. 

 Issues of Reproductive Health: Women’s health indicators also deteriorated because 

they could no longer afford contraception and menstrual products. About 16% of 

women (an estimated 17 million if extrapolated) had to stop using menstrual pads, 

and more than one in three married women were unable to access contraceptives. 

 Unpaid Labour: Indian women already do almost three times more unpaid work 

than Indian men, and the survey showed a 47% increase in unpaid labour for 

women, and a 41% increase in unpaid care work for women. 

 Marginalised Groups: Women from historically marginalised groups (Muslims, 

migrants, single/separated/divorced), were more affected than the average woman. 

 The variance is across the board, with more single, separated/divorced women 

having limited food or running out of food and many more Muslim women losing 

their income and livelihood. 

 Conditions on the ground are likely to worsen for those women (such as dalit 

women and transgender individuals) who bear the brunt of social discrmination. 

Way Forward 

 Expanding public distribution system (PDS): Expanding PDS beyond food as it’s a far-

reaching delivery channel. For instance, women’s access to menstrual pads could be 

revolutionised in this fashion for the short term, improving reach considerably. 

 Benefits of Schemes Must Be Universalised: Strengthen the resilience of SHGs by 

focusing on their economic recovery and market linkages via the existing Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission. 

 Inclusive Approach: Focus on the inclusion of single, divorced/separated women in 

the One Nation One Ration Card rollout, and build social assistance programmes for 

informal workers, specifically domestic workers and casual labourers. 

 Interventions to address digital and financial inclusion. Closing the gender gap in 

digital inclusion is an urgent priority in the pandemic. 

There is a need for universalising, deepening, and extending the government schemes in 

order to help every woman come out of the ill impact from the pandemic as soon as 

possible. Making the right investments in women’s issues now could prove transformational 

in the long-term recovery and health of our economy and society. 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Q 17.  Discuss the importance of new education policy in providing quality education 

to Indian children and the youth. 
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Model Answer Points:  (More points are given as this topic could come as an essay) 

Over the years the Indian government and institutions have been working to reform the 

existing education model and have been successful on many counts yet there are several 

issues that the Indian education system is grappled with. 

Issues in Indian Education System 

Some of these issues can be summed up as follows: 

 Inadequate government Funding: The country spent 3% of its total GDP on 

education in 2018-19 according to the Economic Survey which is very less in 

comparison to the developed and OECD countries.  

 Lack of infrastructure: Most of the schools are not yet compliant with the complete 

set of RTE infrastructure.They lack drinking water facilities, a functional common 

toilet, and do not have separate toilets for girls. 

 Poor global ranking of institutes: Very few Indian universities are featured in the top 

rankings of the world primarily due to low faculty-student ratio and lack of research 

capacity. 

 No coherence between education and demand of Industry: Industries in India face 

problems to find suitable employees as education provided is not suitable for 

directly working in industry and hence have to spend large amounts on providing 

training for employees. 

 Inadequate teachers and their training: The 24:1 ratio of India is way lower than 

Sweden's 12:1, Britain's 16:1, Russia's 10:1 and Canada's 9:1. Moreover the quality 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Explain the problems of 
quality education in India. 

•Write in brief about new 
education Policy 

•Or Problems faced by 
education sector 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Explain how these problems 
will be catered by the new 
education policy by citing the 
relevant proposals of the 
policy. 

2. State the challenges this 
new policy would encounter. 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude with some 
suggestions on a 
positive note. 
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of teachers who are sometimes appointed politically or are not trained adequately is 

another huge challenge. 

 Quality of Education: The ASER reports present a very dismal picture of learning 

outcomes in India. 

National Education Policy (NEP) 

The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 has the potential to eradicate many of the 

challenges ailing the educational system of this country which we just discussed. Some of its 

features can be summed up as follows: 

 Higher public spending on education: It will be raised to 6% of the GDP. Ministry of 

Human Resource Development to be renamed Minister of Education. 

 Skill education: It is to be induced at school level from pre-school to class 12th and it 

aims to empower each student in one vocational skill. A National Committee for the 

Integration of Vocational Education (NCIVE) will be constituted to set the 

framework. 

 Internationalisation of Higher Education: It targets on creating India as a knowledge 

hub attracting foreign nationals and to promote research collaboration and student 

exchanges between Indian institutions and global institutions through organised 

efforts. 

 Teacher training: A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for 

Teacher Education (NCFTE) 2021, will be formulated by the National Council for 

Teacher Education (NCTE) in consultation with NCERT. 

 Push to digital education: The new NEP has a new section on digital education to 

ensure “equitable use of technology”. A dedicated unit to coordinate digital 

infrastructure, content and capacity building will be created within the Education 

Ministry to look after the online learning needs of both school and higher education. 

 Assessment Centre: An autonomous body, the National Educational Technology 

Forum (NETF), will be created to provide a platform for the free exchange of ideas 

on the use of technology to enhance learning, assessment, planning, administration. 

National Assessment Centre- 'PARAKH' has been created to assess the students. 

 Miscellaneous Provisions: It also envisions universalisation of early childhood 

education from ages 3 to 6 by 2030, child’s mother tongue being used as the 

medium of instruction till Class 5. and a departure from 10+2 format to a 5+3+3+4 

Challenge in implementation 

However the major challenge would be of implementation and some of the challenges can 

be summed up as follows: 

 Education is a concurrent subject and most states have their own school boards. 

Therefore, state governments would have to be brought on board for actual 

implementation of this decision. 
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 Three language formula is another problem. Many of the states especially in South 

India have always been very sceptical about it and have seen it as an imposition of 

Hindi. 

 Providing education till 5th class in mother language may pose problems to students 

to learn English which is a global language suddenly in Class 6th. 

National Education Policy 2020 is sweeping in its vision and seeks to address the entire 

gamut of education. It acknowledges the 21st century need for mobility, flexibility, alternate 

pathways to learning, and self-actualisation and can prove to be a game changer for India 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

The National Human Rights Commission is a unique expert body, which was created under 

the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, for examining and investigating the complaints 

relating to violations of human rights, as also the negligence on the part of any public 

servant in preventing such violation. 

It is in conformity with the Paris Principles, which were adopted at the First International 

Workshop on National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in 

October 1991. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be few ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Write a brief introduction 
about NHRC 

•When it was formed 

•Reason for its formation 

•If it is a statutory body 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Enumerate the mandate 
and objectives of NHRC 

2. Discuss a few shortcomings 
faced by the organization in 
carrying out its responsibilities 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude by suggesting 
a few things to make 
the organization more 
robust and efficient. 

Q 18. Critically examine the role of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in 

protecting and promoting human rights in India. 
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NHRC plays an important role in protecting and promoting human rights in India in the 

following ways: 

 It inquires into violation of human rights or abetment of such violation or negligence 

in the prevention of such violation by a public servant; either sou motu or on a 

petition by a victim or any person on his behalf, or on a direction or order of any 

court; 

 It examines the conditions of prison inmates by visiting under intimation to the state 

prisons or any other institution of the state, where persons are detained or lodged 

for purposes of treatment, reformation or protection, and make recommendations 

in that regard. 

 It reviews the constitutional and legal safeguards related to the protection of human 

rights and recommends measures for their effective implementation including acts 

of terrorism 

 It studies treaties and other international instruments on human rights and makes 

recommendations for their effective implementation; 

 It spreads human rights literacy among various sections of society and promotes 

awareness of the safeguards available for the protection of these rights through 

publications, the media, seminars, and other available means. 

However, NHRC is often criticized for its inability to enforce changes on the following 

grounds: 

 NHRC has been termed as ‘India’s teasing illusion’ by Soli Sorabjee (former Attorney-

General of India) due to its incapacity to render any practical relief to the aggrieved 

party. 

 NHRC does not have any dedicated mechanism of investigation. In the majority of 

the cases, it asks the Central and concerned State Governments to investigate the 

cases of the violation of Human Rights. 

 NHRC can only make recommendations, without the power to enforce decisions. 

 A large number of grievances go unaddressed because NHRC cannot investigate the 

complaint registered after one year of the incident. 

 The government often out rightly rejects the recommendations of NHRC or there is 

partial compliance with these recommendations. 

NHRC can be made more robust by taking up certain measures such as: 

 The efficacy of NHRC can be enhanced by the government if the Commission’s 

decisions are made enforceable. 

 NHRC needs to develop an independent cadre of staff with appropriate experience 

and expertise. 

 It can also be given contempt powers to make authorities implement its 

recommendations. 

National Human Rights Commission thus can play a vital role in influencing policy making 

and policy initiations and securing the right environment for protecting human rights. 
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Model Answer Points:  

As per the data compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, of which India is a member, 

women represent 14.44% of the total members of the Lok Sabha. 

As per the latest Election Commission of India (ECI) data: 

 As of October 2021, Women represent 10.5% of the total members of the 

Parliament. 

 The scenario for women Members of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) across all state 

assemblies in India is even worse, with the national average being a pitiable 9%. 

 In the last 75 years of independence, women’s representation in Lok Sabha has not 

even increased by 10%. 

Reasons for Low Representation 

 Gender stereotypes: The role of managing household activities has been 

traditionally assigned to women. 

 Competition: Politics, like any other field, is a field of competition. At the end of the 

day, Women politicians are their competition as well. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Start with emphasizing the 
situation of women in Indian 
parliament 

•Give some statistical data. 

•Quote some report of some 
Government organisation 
like election commission 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Discuss the reason for this 
dismal performance. 

2. Suggest measures to 
increase women 
representation in Parliament. 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude with an 
optimistic view  or some 
suggessions in brief to 
leave a good impression 
on examiner. 

Q 19. ‘Even after 75 years of independence, women’s representation in Lok Sabha is 

still low.’ Discuss the reasons and suggest measures to increase women 

representation in Parliament. 
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 Lack of Political Education: Education influences the social mobility of women. 

Formal education such as provided at educational institutions create opportunities 

for leadership, and impart leadership essential skills. Because of a lack of 

understanding of politics, they do not know about their basic and political rights. 

 Work and Family: Uneven distribution of family care responsibilities means that 

women spend far more time than men in home- and child-care. A woman not only 

has to give her time and effort at time of pregnancy and childbirth, but it continues 

till the child is dependent on parents for care. 

 Lack of Political Networks: The lack of openness in political decision-making and 

undemocratic internal processes pose a challenge for all newcomers, but particularly 

for women as they tend to lack insider knowledge or political networks. 

 Lack of Resources: Because of their low proportion in the inner political party 

structure of India, women fail to gather resources and support for nurturing their 

political constituencies. Women do not get adequate financial support from the 

political parties to contest the elections. 

 Social Conditioning: They have to accept the dictates imposed on them and bear the 

burden of society. Public attitudes not only determine how many female candidates 

win a general election but also directly and indirectly how many are considered and 

nominated for office. 

 Unfriendly Environment: Overall political parties’ environment too is not women-

friendly, they have to struggle hard and face multi-dimensional issues to create 

space for them in the party. 

 There has been increasing violence in politics. A significant rise in criminalization, 

corruption, insecurity has driven women out of the political arena.. 

Way Forward 

 Passage of Women’s Reservation Bill: All political parties have to reach a consensus 

and ensure the passage of the Women's Reservation Bill, which calls for reserving 33 

percent of seats in Parliament and all state legislative assemblies for women. 

 Promoting local bodies female lawmakers on State level: There is a pool of women 

out there who have been sarpanches, and members of local bodies, with experience 

of governance at the local level over a period of three decades. They are waiting to 

play a larger role in state assemblies and in Parliament. 

 Women Quotas in political parties: The Gill formula: There is a need to implement 

the proposal of the Election Commission of India (ECI) to make it mandatory for the 

recognized political parties to ensure putting of minimum agreed percentage for 

women in State Assembly and Parliamentary elections, so as to allow them to retain 

the recognition with the Election Commission as political parties. 

 Promoting Inner party democracy: A truly democratic political party in which the 

various positions like president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer etc are filled by 

the election process, will give a fair chance to all female members of the party. 

 Deconstructing stereotypes: Society needs to deconstruct the stereotype of women 

as limited to household activities only. 
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It is important for all institutions (state, family and community) to respond to women’s 

specific needs such as bridging gaps in education, renegotiating gender roles, the gender 

division of labor and addressing biased attitudes. 

 

 

 

 

Structure of answer: 

 

 

Model Answer Points:  

The Union Cabinet's Proposal for bringing uniformity in the marriageable age of men and 

women is certainly a progressive step to realise Goal 5 of the SDGs, which asks nation-states 

to formulate policies to achieve gender equality. 

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 prescribe 18 

and 21 years as the minimum age of consent for marriage for women and men respectively. 

Pros/arguments in favour of the decision- 

 Protection of Basic Rights: Protection of women against early and child marriage is a 

protection of their basic rights and this monumental step will lead to changes in 

related legislative frameworks to provide a comprehensive rights-based framework 

for the aadhi aabadi. 

INTRODUCTION 

There could be 2-3 ways to 
write an effective 
Introduction which may 
include 

•Start with the decision of 
increasing the legal age for 
marriage of women. 

•Or by giving statistical data 
why age should be increased 

•You may give example of 
some countries where legal 
age is high and hence more 
gender equality 

MAIN BODY 

For Main body you can write 
about: 

1. Give your outlook about the 
decission 

2. Discuss the advantages and 
challenges associated with 
this move. 

CONCLUSION 

Conclude it with a 
closing statement or a 
way forward or some 
suggessions in brief. 

Q 20. Government has proposed to increase the legal age for marriage of women. Do 

you think it will be a progressive step to achieve gender equality? Discuss its 

advantages and challenges.   
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 Bringing Gender Parity: Section 2(a) of the Special Marriage Act declares legal 

marriageable age women as 18 while for men this age is 21, the difference seems to 

have no justifiable logic. 

 The age of voting can be equal for men and women, the age to consensually, 

wilfully, and validly enter into a contract is the same for men and women, then why 

not instill equality in the age requirements for marriage. 

 Equal Laws Emanate Equality: Equality emanates from equal laws and social 

transformations are both the precursors of laws and a consequence of them. 

A change in law is also more likely to bring changes in social perceptions in 

progressive societies. 

 Facilitating Women Empowerment: There are various indicators of growth in 

women specially in enrolment of female students in higher education. 

Moreover, schemes like UJJAWALA, Mudra Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan 

Yojana have shown women as the largest section of beneficiaries of government 

schemes. 

 Women’s empowerment will get a further fillip with equality in marriage age. 

Challenges associated with the decision 

 Unlikely to Benefit Financially Dependent Women: Though the objective looks good 

on paper, merely raising the age of marriage without creating social awareness and 

improving access to health care is unlikely to benefit the community it wants to 

serve: young women not yet financially independent, who are unable to exercise 

their rights and freedoms while still under the yoke of familial and societal 

pressures. 

 High Prevalence of Child Marriage Despite Stringent Laws: The law prohibiting 

marriage below the age of 18 has been in effect in some form since the 1900s, yet 

child marriage has persisted virtually undeterred until 2005 when almost half of all 

women aged 20-24 had married below the legal minimum age. 

 No Assurance for Eliminating Child Marriages: The magnitude of the population of 

women of marriageable age who will be affected is immense, with over 60% 

marrying before 21. 

 Incapability to eliminate marriages of women before 18 provides no evidence that it 

would be eliminated by increasing this age to 21. 

Way Forward 

 Ensuring Objective Equality: Any justification — biological, social, or data and 

research-based — cannot justify the inequality in age between men and women to 

enter into a valid marriage. 

 Empowering Disadvantaged Women: What is required to empower disadvantaged 

women is to respect their reproductive rights and in ensuring more investments in 

reversing the fundamental structural disadvantages that women who marry early 

face. 
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 Increasing Awareness among Women: A good, but not easy, way to achieve the 

stated objective is to take steps to counsel girls on early pregnancies, and provide 

them the network to improve their health. 

 

 

 

 


